
RUNAWAY, CAN~T 

HIDE FROM THE 

URGE TO ACT 

. -~.;,:~r~~- . 
BY DONA~· 

'·'1.>. 

• Runaway production in . they never thougl:li I ~ 
Hollywood lifts a lot of · act-irii( Tha~'s _him_sel~I · 
ryebrows but It has noth- got to the point that this Is 
Jng on Ed Begley, The )t, I'll ~vefbe a~cep1ed. I 
veteran actor ran away can1t'.t'ao 'tha'fii,tUimboyant 

, from home at the age of 11 thing, ' For me· this is~.: 

· and he's been running ahsolutely wron. g .. So·t.lhey/-,;~· . ·. ever since.. ne·er thought I was act-~· 
Maybe Ed's finally ing." · · ··. ·, · 

found what he wants. Yet, Eel is considered to· 
After more than 40 years ha,·e pulled 011·e' . of the 
in the acting business he acting feats or our tim1'!·dii ' 
received his first official Broad,,-aj iit.'.''tn·hhit 'tlie 1 

recognition when he was Wind." After playing the ' 
nominated for an Acade- role of Bryan for more ~---------...... ~---'-"' 
my ,!ward In a supporting . than a year, one Sa~urda1\dom working with Paul York I couldn't find my 
role ·'.Ed played the haf he clo:,;ed_in .that'l:'/J1e! tl_l~l\' ,Munl. When he left the way out. But eJfter I was 
So~th·ern poliµcia!l'.,- 'thtf_followfog'Motitla'Y1h.~ play he_ ma~e __ a curtain tlhere IS minutes I sent 
"Sweet Bird of. You · opene'd· ·11~ ·D;u,\qw. · ' 1 • ''·'speecl,1.Jn wpjj.94 he said he home a • postcard: 'De!U' 
But then, Ed's been plays \' "lt:;va~'rar·diffttult ~li'''.'wouldn'~,".attexnpt toplay Mather: I'm 1n New York. 
ing villains for a long, long . it seemed alih?trg~ I I lik,e_: the part 'Ed: B~ley was I'm peddliiing papers and 
time, . ' ' .. to _let PeoP.le thmk It w~s,_";' playing. "iii~:r' . . I'm doing fine. I 

"At fllrst I sort of Wei- Begley;sa1tL'"lt's·'a _thmg · ".Ani,l.,lj~,pa.id me the "Were my parents up-
corned this,• he said. "Like ' any.actor 9hoi.ild tie able. to :' finest comp1iment. He had set? My God, yes. And I 
a kid dressing up. It wa11 l!- · · do: Soine peopl~ are Sa Us~ it In his cont1•act that if I was· :upset. My father 
challenge to make lt.se$i: fied';Just. '!Jeing 'an ·actori ( left the play he wouldn't would,aay 'What the hell's 
authentic'. Pretty soon it. • ,Qn't,._'reaHy · ·ct!~' haw,t:Q,s;pm,inue," the. •ttett•With you?' He 
became a thlng I couldn't· · tbeY, act ·ail ~Ol'l'!i' ': ~u,t ,ti Pli\11Glit~ aren't was· ?fight:,) 'didn't. know 
get away from. Also, I took can say they have.- something really new to why I Wai.doing thart. I'd 
a delight in playing these -B is would never Ed Begley. He was, for say never again and I'd 
roles. Here's where you sati~,ilne. le x,~mP,te, ,.radio's first mean- 'it: 0 Then spring 
can let go all the way. 111·•-wlnt· to be what an ·Ch!i,t'll.e 9,hwi,, ;t , . would come and ·11d get 

• Anyhow, what does a actor should be. No mo- 4s. f~r. rhi,!l ,you th and his the ~r~d I'd be gone. 
person do. when he's been . ney, no accolade can top oareer · as 1a, r ll P. a_w a y, ''1\WKen,l -p went' back I 
successful playing a type the feeling of being recog- ,here.'s, what. Ed _had to say wu a big guy . in the 
a11d wants to do something nized by people in my own rat ,,t.l!-1! , ~eqw~. Rest.au- school. 'Phat was the be-
else? People say do you do ·business. :rantt:,,,.,_.. :': ginlning. From "then on I 
comedy?--Yes., And I'd love . ''~n . 'Inheri.t tlJ.e Wind,':! ~J .rm,. would keep ruIID.i~g and 
to do· 0.,-_,,But usually for mstance, 1t ~s a great Jth~,fu,s , get back In order to take. 
they tiy"t6'\fl!e~ me over exp_eri~nce: • Jt::~s the. :/!l. ~ 1!};1-:-~artfortl, te!lts, I was only able to 
Into.the c. only time m·my-1Ife-and .10cmni~. ~ ll freight get thrmigh the 5th grade, 

•J th' the aver- I've worked ,with many ,to "'N~w -, o.i'lc, -1 When I "At the rtlme I didn't see 
age · . o had any- fine actors-but I had that 'f~ gQtJ to Grand, Ce,n- · anything .wrong·wtth it. I 
thina tn ~n 'Witt.h ~w~rrl~- !=ih~nlnt,:i, fPPlinsr of· frP.e- '.t,r~1. .''flp_rmins:ril in N'our 11n-111"1ttt+-",.._nnf1Vt.'1 I.+ f+. 'Tffnn 

like being a dope addict, l 
used to say 'Look Maw1 I 
can take oare of my~f.' 
But I'd die a thousand 
deaths If my boy did It." 

Ed Begley has the sort 
of voice that makea the 
telephone obsolete. Be­
cause of hls limited school­
ing he likes to devote his 
time to college theatricals. 
In fact he heard about his 
Os~ ~~mwat1001. while cwC ~ u at Otter­
bein Cohlege In Qh/1P. 
,F "I wanted to do a 
ree.ain~ at a COll~ II ~ 
l'i/tid 'T gtJe'SS \C:i,se 
never hiad an educatJan 
tmd I get a vicarious thtng 
out of thl11, 11 

Would he run away 
a,galn? 

"I think so, I · was 
looking for somethlng. I 
didn't filnd It theln but Lt 
sbarted me on the rood 
f.l.nf. t'f..-.,..11 ..... 1...A t,,.. ,...,.,_;.,..,... II 

I \ 
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'College ids onderfulTo ork ith' 

Says ward ominee :Ed· Begley 
By SARAH SKAATES . . I a movie or television show 

Ed Begley's career has come to a full circle. The circ~s along with a play," Begley main­
lured him to run away from home at the age of 1~, and this I tains. 
week he is again in a circus setting f?r the Otterbein College ORIGINALLY FROM Connec­
Theatre production of "J. B." openmg today through Sat- · ticut, Begley now claims both 
urday. ______________ New York and Cali..Jlornia as 

Begley's range of theatrical th road " home. Both his two children 
. . on e . E h' 

and show business experience 1s The list of television credits are in schools in the ast- is 
as expansive as the _wart_h of is too long even to go into. Just daughter, 14, in a bo?rding 
his good humor and fnendlmess. before coming to Westerville, scool in Long Island, his 13-
He is serio~s and de~icated ~o Begley finished a forthcoming year-?ld son in military school 
his art, feelmg only his best 1s episode of "Route 66." at Niagara_ Falls. . . 
good enough. "IM ANXIOUS to see this Begley 1s enthusiastic about 

"IF THERE ARE only three one ,, he said, then explained the type of work he is doing 
people in the audience to see that in filming one scene he had here in "J.B." '.'My first :x­
me," he said in a recent rehear- spent all morning and the early perience was domg a readmg 
sal break, "t~en those three p~o- part of the afternoon surf cast- at W._ C. Ford College, and I 
ple have a nght to see th~ kmd ing and carrying on a Jong and liked 1t so well I wanted to do 
of performance the;y paid to involved conversation. some more. 

see." "By the time we finished, the "College kids are wonde;rful 
While often in demand in mov- tide had risen to my neck." to work with-they are as hard 

ies and television as well as on Many offers to do a TV seri~s working as any of the your,g 
stage, Begley admits the latter have been made to this constant- professionals I've worked with." 
is his preferre~ m~dium. Co~- Jy busy actor, but his stock an- Otterbein's guest star is a very 
menting on this phase of his swer is "I don't want to get engaging and personable man. , 
career, Begley noted that he had that tied down." Unless, of His record as a versatile ruid 
never gone on tour with a na- course, one comes along that is talented actor speaks for itself. 
tional company of a Broadway so ;perfect for him he can't re- "J.B." with Ed Begley should 
play. sist! be a memorable experience. 

"I'd play maybe three ~ears ''I like the variety of doing 
in one show, another year. in a I several different things, may,be 
different one, and never did go 

Academy Award nominee Ed Begley (cenf:er) rehearses 
his :role as God in :the Archibald MacLeish drama "J.B." 
with Jack Wright (left) and Carol Alban, student actors 
at OUerbein College. Begley :received word Monday of 
his Oscar nomination M best supporting actor in the film 
"Sweet Bird of Youth." 



Begley Secures 'Sweet Bird' for Students 
Academy Award nominee Ed Begley, and A. D. Curfman, owner of the State Theatre, 

teamed up last Saturday morning to act as ho sis io Otterbein College students for a free 

I showing of the film, "Sweet Bird Of Youth," in which Begle_y appears and for which he 
received academy nomination. Appearing in the Otterbein Theatre production of "J.B.," 

. Begley decided to try and repay the hospitality and friendliness which he said he had re­
l ceived in Westerville and by the Otterbein students and faculty. He called New York and 
arranged for the film to be sent to Westerville and Curfman donated the State Theatre for 
the event. Present prior to the showing, are (from left), Begley:. Charles Dodrill, head of 
the Otterbein Theatre: students Nancy Zimmer, Ken Smith and Joyce C!lfl!mlode, Mr. and 
Mrs. A, D. Curfman Sr .. and A. D. Curfman Jr. -(PUBq9,~PINION photo) 

1J.B.' No(· To Be _ ;c;,yed 
But Pe;l~~ITJed W~I /Here 

By SARAH SKAA TES,' t 
"J.B." is not a play tq {;rt'J6y, 

It is rather one to appreciale fo1· 
its poetry, its dramatic''inte~it-J 

· Their presence in the Otter­
bein · Theatre . guarantees th( 
growing respect 'llri~':,'tecognitior. 
of this group fn fu~-,Central Ohio 

and the excellence demanded of area. , 
its performers. : "J.B." is an outstanding piece 

There is almost too much. of ~{ drama handled, here with sen­
"J,B." to grasp the first' time-·1t iHtivit;{- and finesse. Its r;nessage 
is seen. Not only is the theme of is ";in - part. di~turbing_; by all 
man's struggle to understand the Jneans thought provokmg. 
reason for God's punishment 'a ···With th~ ~g!nn~n~ of th_e Le~­
difficult one to absorb \n the ten · Season comcidmg with its 
brief time-span of the play, but perforn'lance, "J_.B." was a tii:ne­
the setting of the story in sym- ·lY and appropriate presentation. 
bolic and unreal; ' . . . 

'l'he Otterbein College Theatre 
production of this modern day 
version of the Biblical Job was 
superbly done. Professional guest 
star (and Academy Award .nom­
inee) Ed' Begley , gave·, 'a ring of 
authority ~ ,the_ rq~e''of '.the cii;­
cus vendor playmg,' µ'Qd, , 

BEGLEY'S 'l'OUOH'made the 
character slightly ',warmer, and 
more s m athetic than did auth­

il!lrioq aq,1 ,(ljOO'J. nOj\_ .I~,:\<l.I<.'q 
t 'a.raua,un,, seq 'qluow st 

'aUioH ueq.rnqns rensnun aq.r. 
·sasrn.r;i ardures Jo lSTI J'lu 

e snrd '.teaM Ol leq,n 'a:>JA.ras a 
· •poo1 atn lnoqe ayqe1re1<e aq m 
Sl:>l!J aql IIV · Al!P e 01:$ Ullt{l 
XOJ {illOQ auy ll JO Sl.IOJUIO:> 
III! aq Il!M a;ral{l-s.raJ'luassed 

' -l{lO H Sl! ld.lJ Sl! pul!-t{ll!Q illll 
-pd 'UIOO.IallllS l! t!l!M ·.raun 0 

·.Ill:> l! .10 .r.Jlt{J'l{il'.IJ 1l UO .!SJTU:> 
Ql!/d ,.li:se:ic pUll /dO{S n .ll{l!,L,, 

·J'lunea ld~ 
-lea '.rt1J ,os l!tiJQlli:.taA~J'iurrppo 
19rTH'.''inTT 19nt1notrfC!Tn:111'1'"' 19nT'ITT'OT 

OTTERBEIJVWiHEATER PLAY. _'f 
"Show Me My Guilt, 0 God" pleads "J.B." (Jack Wright) ,. 

·, ,at . the Act I curtain of the next Otterbein College 
Theater production,; , Archibald MacLeish's Puliuer 
~ winninfdrama;:'"J.B.," to be presenteil for three 
.t>erfoni'iances beginning Thursday, Feb. 28.'',',The pro­
duction will feature professional guest Star Ed Begley 
as "Zuss." 



Begley Guest 
Stars in J.B. 

The Otterbein College Theatre announced today that Ed Begley, 
star of stage, screen, and television, has been secured ·to guest star 
in the February 28, March 1-2 production of Archibald MacLeish's 
Pulitzer Prize winning drama, "J.B." Final confirmation of Begley's 
appearance has just been received, according to Professor Charles 
W. Dodrill, Director of Theatre. 

Central Ohio theatre-goers will 
recall that Hans Conried appear­
ed in last season's "John Brown's 
Body" as their first guest star. 
Also like Mr. Conried, Mr. Beg,. 
ley agreed to the engagement 
because of the challenging op­
portunity - he has never guest 
starred in a college theatre be­
fore. Says Mr. Dodrill, "We are 
extremely pleased that such an 
outstanding professional theatre 
star as Mr. Begley should want 
to come to Otterbein to.· appear 
in "J.B." 

Begley is perhaps best known 
for his award-winning perform­
ance as "Matthew Harrison 
Brady" in the original Broadway 
production of "Inherit the Wind." 
Other notable stage performances 
include the lead role in Arthur 
Miller's "All My Sons" in 1947, 
and the more recent outstanding 
portrayals of "W. 0. Grant" in 
"Look Homeward Angel" 
"Advise and Consent." · 

After his auspicious step into 
stardom in 1947, Mr. Begley made 
twenty-one movies in four years 
and has continued to this day. 
His most recent success was 
scored as "Boss Finley" in th~ 
Geraldine Page - Paul Newman 
movie of Tennessee William's 
"Sweet Bird of Youth.' 

Recent television appearances 
include guest starring shots on 
11Ben Casey/' ''Dr. Kildare," 
"Dick Powell Show," "The De­
fenders,'' 0 Naked City/' "Em­

and ".Target: 

According to Professor Dodrill, 
Begley will arrive on the Otter­
bein campus February 22 for six 
days of intensive rehearsal prior 
to the opening performance on 
February 28. 111R. BEGLEY 

Ed '.Begley 
In 'J.B.' At 



Gregory Peck 

Best Actor 

) 
/ 

You May 
Ouote Us 

As Saying 
Jff 

By Monroe C:.:ourtright 

The Heart Sui;iday solicitatior 
reminded me once again that : 
there are many, many worth­
while charitable organization, 
putting the touch on the pocket 
book these days. I heard one, 
that this country is served by ~ 
multitude of non-profit organiza 
tions. 

- and taxes, being as high a, 
they are, are· making more and 
more of them every year. 

* 
It was cold outside last Satur­

day morning, but there was plen- · 
ty of warmth in many hearts in­
side the State Theatre as they 
watched the picture, --''Sweet Bird 
Of Youth." 

It was caused by the gener­
' osity and thoughtfulness of two 

men; actor Ed Begley and A. D 
Curfman, owner of the theater. 

Begley was notified on Mon-1 
day that he had received an Os­
car nomination for his perform­
ance in "Sweet Bird -." That 
evening, at the rehearsal at Ot­
terbein for "J.B.", in which he 
.was the guest star, Begley was 
surprised when the cast deviated 
from ·the script to present him 
with a cake in recogn)tion of his 
nomination. "I couldn't help i1 
- it brought tears to· my eyes 

· and it was no act, either," hE 
said. 

He also added: "I've never haf 
such an ex~erience as I've hac'. 
this week in Westerville - th< 
people have made me think that 
I've lived here all of my life, It', , 
wonderful." 

Anyway, Ed Begley wanted le I 
do something nice in return, so: 
he called the film distribution: 
agency in New York and arrang- i 

ed to have the film sent here. 
Curfman, learning of Begley's 
gesture, matched it by donatin~ 
the theater for the performance 

In my opinion, this Ed BegleJ· 
is quite a guy and it's no secre 

why he mad<: so many friend 

here -- he's so friendly himself:· 
Plenty of people here in Wes 

terville will :' be keeping their 
fingers crossed and pulling for 
him to win the Oscar. 

• • 
Another incident of small-town 

friendliness · also imoressed Ed 
Begley: · "Can you imaqine it 
here I just melj the man· over a 
cup of coffee and he gave me 11 

car to drive while I'm here," 
He was referring to the friend­

ly "Irishman," Vincent R. De­
Felice. 



• ~ARSE "JB"....Ed Begley,\~t, star of ovies 
television and radio, rehearses with ottel'beih, dolleg~ 
drama profes~or Charles: Dodrill, . left, and Lois Gan­
P,~t\, of Wellington, Ohio, II member. of the. cast of 

· Begley will portray GoiUn otterbein's production 
of the Pulitz!r Prize winning play :next, Thursday, Fri· 
day and Saturday, at Westerville.-(Dispatch Photo) 

IN OTXERBEIJY· siiowi ,;:.,.\ 
.... .' , · t ,\ ",l r 1}' ·~,.1;,_·~,,' 

'Bumhli,, ,! -~Ed &~1le 
.. ·,... ·:•: .,· '.,'.·',:,,g y 

Is R;ot _O 1 •• 'r fi-o,sj,ect 
By NED,STOUT i on~ ti~e:, '·; confusi~n be-

Ed Beg i·e Y' characterizes came. · he was forced 
-, himself as a "bumbler." ' · to··. . · spaper adver-
·~ If he's tight, we, should. •'an tts~me ·- ;ilnling t b e i r 
: bumble so good. ,. . ~on, ' , 
, In his'61 years; the famous -}'Among ·actors,",Begley iB 
, . actor has ~bumbled himself, -~wn for the confidence he 
~ by his evaluation, from the eng~ndl!l's in to-workers, and 

'• carnival-vaudeville circuiti \£,ttle,wonder. ' 
-r. into radio ·acting, thence the ;j,In' r,etaxed conversation, 
'.: legitimate stage, movies and 1e.gley ~will Sl.lddenly switch 

television. , . . • , "':' ~ dlal.ect or an lmpersona-
' CURREN"" · · , · -. ijon an4. shatter his listeners; 

u,Y, HE'S one of -i: ' · 
the hottest prospects going d3EGii~Y ESTIMATES that 
for an Oscar award for his he·, took part in more than 

- portrayal of Boss Finley;· -il 1'2·~00·broadca~ts, back' in the 
, Southern up-by-his-bootstraps radio hey de y 1940s. He 

.• , political leader, in the movie ~rred as "Charlie Chan" 
·)' Version of "Sweet Bird 9f and as the "Official ·Detec-
' Youth."· ; . l;ive." 
,. Saturday noon he was cori- .l, He appeared with Dick 

, versationally entertaining· a rowel! in the old "Richard 
)ucky group in the faculty ~amond" aeries. and formed 
dining room at Otterbein 0o1~ :~ f pendship which lasted un­

•; lege in Westerville. · , _.; ,!ii _Powell'1_1death froni ·c•!l· 
:: Begley will appear 1n'ittie ~ seve~al ,months ago,~· 
,·< college theater's production · : Be~e· s stage. triumphs 
:: 1 of Ar c'h i b a 1 d McLeiah's Jiav~ ~ded ,-leading toles 
~ "JB," a Pulitzer Prize win• !!1 4, t t\9 W,ind'I; and 
! ning drama, based on the Loolt" ~. omew~d Angel" 
. Book· of Job . pllUI co~tless .appearances 
· · on dlstlfluish cl., ·t 1 vial 
. While Begley portrays God produclioin, e. e ! .. on 

in the Otterbein presenta- -;;1: ' · • 
tion, he personally feels a BEGLEY±IS PERHAPS best 
little closer to the sorely identified by the. public-.' with 
troubled "JB." · :\'Uthless, grasping type•_ 

BEGLEY MANAGES h' . usu~Uy politicians or,,co,rupt 
a u- attorneys or·•politiClaml. 

morous cand~r _when he tells But, he reminds· you, urve 
you that hes s~elling out played a()me nice. -guys t O " 
better than ,260 a week. 1n , Personally, Begley 'se~ni.1 

payments for_a 4-o;nesttc Jn!I.: toJitil the·ulcetauy role _ 
'fortune. And,.tha~.1-why·'h~'a a~y . other;di:nprnsion ii a 
working so hard •... · ·. _ , . _ ti:ibute. to· his booming voiced 

Inciden~ally, B" g l'ey·· re- virtuoS1ty. · · . • 
vealsrhe'1 not tlie.Ed Begley 
!ho was married to Martha 

----- ------ 1..--1- , A 

' . -~ :hdinan Ace· Ta'lks Of 
~:&~~sf:\',\ ·1~ ·,,.,:_x~,1~1 -. : .. ·. , 

t:rnelllployment. Rolls 
By EARL WILSON 

NEW YORK - Cassius Clay 
awakened my taste for fine literature 
s~ I ~ught out Goodman Ace the high'. 
est paid TV writer - the' one who 
creates those funny lines for Perry 
Como which Perry throws out-and in­
quired what he'll be doing next year 
now that l>erry.'ll :work mucb .less .. 

· "I," stated Goodie, 1whose rate is 
reputed to be $500 a word, "will go on 
unemployme_nt." 

"Are you a possible Judy Garland 
scripter?" · · 
· "I'm possible -Jutly's impossible," 
he shrugged eloquently. He has many 

_,, offers to,;do,.~als •. , 
'I - 1· '· I .', ' 

I ' GOODm's Al, w A y s MEETING 
people exclalnling: how wonderful the 
Perry Como I show iB and he says 
''.Really?, I'm\&pn'}' .i;. always :,miss it." ' 

· He: sees '·it,.thi-ough · all' .preparatory 
s~ages; ,o ·oft~!l does miss the ~ ver­
s1on · wh~n:y;aome~ei, ,someJ?W;r's de­
leted .jlis.fay~rlte.~1:Such as: .. ' 

"!~;_,used' to·· be,:: we dldn~t '\,orry 
I about''how politicians walked - just 
how ·they ran."· ' 

Or: "Now tbat Cuba's given up base­
ball. (due to I.{ennedy'S'r~g all the 
bases) thei;e~s just ·one·wa1*toi;halt the 
Yanks-'to dismantleMantle.'" · 

SBELLEY,\viNTE'Rs :SEDJ.s t~ be 
whipping up 11' feud \vith actress Lee 
Grant about 'their · picture '"l'he Bal­
cony.'' Shell"ly jClalms it's u.hic1ous and 
she's sorry she did it. The feud's about 
a kiss that .Shelley gives 'Lee. -Miss 
Grant, appearing in a play in Paramus, 
N. J., says it.was Shelley's idea, "And 
I was surpriSM she did it-I didn't look 
particularly well that day.'' 

'iENTER LAUGHING" is. a big hit. 
Alan Arkin, a N.' Y. boy, is a smash, 

Dawson's line in "The Riot Act" when 
he plucks up a lady's enormously 
!,lowered hat from ,her head and says, 

Look, s h o u 1 d n t we put this in 
w,ater?" . . . The wonderful Barry 
Sisters, Myrna and Claire kid each 
o~her about their ages in u{eir act ... 
Like this: "So all right, I may be older 
~but I'm slim" ... "Slim she is. When 
you look at her in a bathing suit­
nothing. 

. ACTOR ED BEGLEY has· a nomina­
tion for an Oscar for best supporting 
player - thanks to "Sweet Bird of 
Youth"-and the folks in Westerville, 
0., home of the Anti-Saloon League 
think he's got it hands down. Ed wa; 
appearing in- a play for the student 
body at Otterbein College when he was 
nominated. The students broke in to 
celebrate - and in return he had 
"S~eet . Bird" flown out for a special 
showing for everybody. Now he's their 
hero. 

I ' 

: The B. W.'s com.ment: "lt's·a sleeper­
that'll keep you awake" •.. Peggy Cass 
says her diet consists only of plain 
soda, "But I'm not hungry l've got a 
headache," she told her medic who 
pleasantly replied. "So tak41 an aspirin" 
... Jed Harris, interviewed about his 
~o?k, "Watchman, '\Y,baf of the night?" 
ms1sted that drama· critics never pre­
vented a show •from being a hit. He 

' w,ouldn't be worried about facing them 
again. "I never paid' any atention to 
them be£ore-wby should Tnow?" he 
says ..• Jane Wyman's having gall 
bladder surgery. , 

JOAN CRAWFORD'S BIR'l'HDAY 
·coming up March 23 and· the FTD 
• (Flo~al Telegraph Delivery) anticipates 
a mob of orders, including maybe one 
!rom that chap that. Joan keeps,deny­
mg she's met more tban once ... Ben 
Hecht's.filming a pic(ure in N. Y. soon 
all. by hlmilelf titled "The Empty Cof­
fin.", All actors willing to wol'.k cheap, 
for a. boss who's·a genius,may apply. 

. , .· TBOSlll"··-EASTER BONNETS wi~ be 
lll'OlUld soon.:.:.reminding me of :rl'ark 
( :/' ) 



Well Known Acfoi 
Book·ed for 'J. B:' -

The Otterbein College , Theatre 
announced today that Ed Beg­
'ey, star of stage, screen, and 
televisio1:1 has been secured to 
~uest star as "Zeus" in the Feb. 
l6, March 1-2 "town and gown" : 
r:,roduction of Archibald Mac­
Leish's Pulitzer Prize 

Final confirmation of Begley's 
,,ppearance has just been receiv-. 
ed, according to Professor Char­

.. 'es W. Dodrill, Director of The-
atre. 

Central Ohio theatre-goers will 
r,>call that Hans Conried appear- , 
cd in last season's "John Brown's 
Body" as OC'S first guest star. 

ALSO LIKE CONRIED, Begley 
agreed to the engagement be­
cause of the challenging oppor­
tunity - he has never guest star-

" l'ed in a college theater before. . 
Says Prof. Dodrill; ·"We are 

extremely pleased that· such an 
:,utstanding professional theater 
,tar as Mr. Begley should want 
to come to Otterbein· ~~~1?pear 
:n "J.B." 

100," and. "Target:;' The 

Begley perhaps is best known 
·or his award-winning perfor­
nance as "Matthew Harrison 
3rady" in the original Broadway 
Jroduction of "Inherit the ·Wind." 

Other notable stage 'perfor­
:nances include the lead role in 
\rthur Miller's "All My Sons" in 
:947, and the more recent out- ' 
,tanding portrayals of : "W. 0. 
}ant" in "Look Homeward An­
;el" and "Senator Orrin ~Knox" 
n "Advise and Consent/' ·. :, 

!AFTER HIS AUSPICIOUS step 
nto stardom in 1947,•. Begley 
nade 21 movies in fou~ years and 
·1as continued to- this· daf;. · 

His most recent success was 
,cored as·, l'Boss' Finley'' in the 
}eraldinef· Page-Paul Newman 
Um of · Tennessee William's 
'Sweet Bjrd of Youth." 

Recent television appearances 
nclude guest starring shots on 
'Ben Casey," "Dr. Kildaret :~'Dick 
Powell Show," "The Defenders,''. 
:,Naked City," "Empi_re," '"Cain' ~ 

tors."· 
ACCORDING. TO: Prof. Dod­

rill, Begley. will arrive on the Ot­
terbein campus. Feb. 22 for six 
days of intens1ve rehearsal prioi· 
to the. opening' performance on 
Feb. 28. 

Tickets will go on sale Feb. 18 
at the • Cowan Hall box-office. 
Mail orders and season ticket cou­
pon exchanges are being received 
now. 

-------------···--·--

r;,,::ff' . 

Doubt About Oscar Winner 
While Holl;r,wood is still ponderii{g names of nominees 

for the coveted Academy Awards, there's one nominee that's 
a stll'e winner in the eyes of Otterbein College students ... 
Ed Begley. 

Begley· made his first appearance on the Otterbein cam­
pus a little more than a week ago. He immediately began 
rehearsing for his role as professional guest star in the col­
lege theater's production of-"J.B." and was almost an imme­
diate hit. He was one of the students; he laughed with them; 
joked with them; counseled with them and acted with them. 
He forgot his "pron status and almost overnight was a mem­
ber of the "Ottetblin' College family." . 

A brief three days after he was on campus, word hit that· 
he had been nomirntted..lorlcan Academy Award for the best 
supporting actor in his role; as "Boss Finley" in the movie 
"Swe,et Bird of Youth." ' , ' 

The student body was as happy and thrilled as Begley 
was. They couldn't have had more pride if the football or 
basketball team had won the confer'ence championship ... 
and Ed was proud too! He was especially proud to have the 
word reach him at Otterbein, "I can't think of any place iri 
the world I'd rather be when this announcement was made " 
Ed said. "Otterbein has been so good to me . . . I feel like 
I've been around this campus all of my life." 

The honor didn't change Ed, He continued to stroll 
around the campus and ch•t with students when he wasn't 
rehearsing, . '· .' · 

He just couldn't be nic~nough to students at Otterbein. 
In fac~, he even made a long distance phone call to Metro- ' 
goldwyn-:~,fayer and asked that his award-winning movie, 
Sweet ,Bird of Youth," be sel)t to WesterviUe immediately. 

His-reqµest ~as,granted. Through the kind and warm-heart, 
.ed ·cooperation of A. D. Curfman, owner .. ,pf Westerville's 
Sti;de Th~atre, arrangements were comple~d:;t<J have a spec-

' ial 11ho'win.g of the free of charge to Otterbein students. 
"It's II amaU way g 'thank you',"·l3egley said "to the 
Otterbein st~d . have made my stay here a ~eek I'll 
~ever fotget" · . 

. Ed . Begley'1f y won his Oscar in the minds of Ot-
terbein College students. He'll always be a favorite on the 
Otterbein· campus· and knows that a warm. welcome awaits 

· ·~ ~nytime'he_ wan.ts to r~turn ... and what's especially 
nice 1S th~t Ed ·likes Otterbem well enough to retu;.1;,.J,. :1:, ':, :;· ~:i 

'~i~t~~t~;/:},:>J:,,:: .. 
~~~~~~~~:~~~~:Jr-

Ed Begley ~>~J:: 

To Appear 1~.·> 
At Otterbein'· ··· 

Charle,, Dodrill, Director · 
of Theater at Otterhein Col- · 
lege, today .announced that I 
noted · actor Ed Begley has 
been secured to 1;uest star in : 
the College's 
o'orthcoming 
production of 
the Archibald 
MacLeish Pu­
litzer Prize 

In recent 
years, Begley Begley 
has become known ~s one : 
of the country's truly gifted 
professional actors. Starring 
roles in "All My Sons," "In­
herit the Wind," · "Look 
Homeward Angel" and "Ad­
vise and Consent" are per­
haps best known. .' 

He will arrive on the Ot­
terbein campus on Feb. 22, 
for six days of int,msive re­
hearsal prior to the Feb. 28 
opening He appears as 
Zuss. in the "Town and 
C.own" production. 
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Box fficeupens 
egley Guest Stars J.B • 

• 

. Tickets go on sale Monday, February 18, for the next Otter-
• be~n Co_lle~e Theater production, Archibald MacLeish's Pulitzer 
Pnze w1~m~g drama, "J.B.," to be presented for three perform­
ances b_egmnmg Thursday, February 28. The production will feature 
profess10nal guest star Ed Begley. 

Tickets may be purchased at 
the Cowan Hall Box-Office week plosion and the murder of a little 
clays from 1 :00 to 4:30 p.m. Phone child. 
reservations may be made by "J.B." also includes a dramatic 
calling 882-3601. scheme devised by the author 

"J.B." is a paraphrase of the with no authority from the Bible. 
Biblical story of the tribulations He tells his story of Job in scenes 
of Job - in terms of a modern set inside a huge circus tent, 
American as the ''perfect and up- with two employees of the circus 
right man" felled by afflictions_ - unemployed·actors turned ven­
which scored a triumphant elev- dors of balloons and popcorn -
en-month run in New York and who embody the forces of good 
comparable successes on an ex- and evil, God and the devil, con­
tended tour in 1959-60. tending for the modem Job's ad-

In this compassionate version herence as the afflicted man cries 
of a man's pitiful effort to find a out piteously to know what he 
reason for the sufferings that life has done to deserve his suffering. 
brings him, the protagonist is pre- When "J.B." was first present­
sented as a man of our time who ed in New York in 1958, it met 
at the beginning, has everythin~ with extraordinary praise. Near~ 
- a devoted wife, bright and ly all critics characterized the 
handsome c h i l d r e n, success, play as one of the great land· 
health and happiness. He is the marks in the history of the 
twentieth century equiv'alent of American drama. The New York 
the original Job. Times called it ·"one of the mem-

Then the play shows how this orable works of the century," 
happy man's treasures are taken while Walter Kerr of the Herald 
away, one by one,. and still he Tribune called it "a sober and 
keeps his spirit unconquered, his handsome monument ... enor­
belief in God's goodness un- mously impressive." 
touched. The familiar tale in- The Otterbein production will 
eludes many of the basic Bibli- feature Ed Begley and Richard 
cal features, but all of them Berry as the circus vendors turn­
transformed. ed into God and the devil, while 

J.B. loses his children through J.B_. will be portrayed by Jack 
such modern, senseless disasters Wright. The production is being 
as an automobile accident, an ex- produced under the direction of 

Professor Charles Dodrill. 

Dkk Berry and Jack Wright with the mask 
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Oscar Nominee Set 
To AppeaFi"n ,;:'J.B ' 
Drama To Open 
Today and Run 
For 3 Nights 

By SARAH SKA~ TES 

Ed Begley's career has come to a full circle. The circus 
lured him to run away from home at the age of 11, and this 
week he i8 again in a circus setting for the Otterbein College 
Theatre production of "J.B." opening today through Sat­
urday. 

Begley's range of theatrical.·-------------

and show business experiencerJs Tickets Scarce 
as expansive as the warmthJof 
his good humor and friendliness. Tickets for the Otterbeirt 
He is serious and dedicated to·, College Theatre production I 
his art, feeling only hisJ>e~t is of "J, B." are available from I 
good enough. ~-- 1-4:30 p.m. at the Cowan Hall· 

"IF THERE ARE only· three box office, or by calling 882-
people in the audience to see 360 l, Best seating still avail­
me," he said in a recent rehear- able is for the opening per-
sal break, '·then those three peo- formance today. · 
pie have a right to .see the kind 
of performance they paid to 
see> ORIGINALLY FROM Connec-

While often in demand in mov- ticut, Begley now claims both 
i0s and television as well as on New York and Californ;ia as 
stage, Begley admits the latter home. Both his two . children 
is his preferred medium. Com- are in schools in the East-his 

i rnenting on this phase of his daughter, 14, in a boarding 
' career, Begley noted that he had school in Long Island; his 13-
, never gone on tour with a na- year-old son in military school 
tional company of a Broadway at Niagara Falls, ', 1 

' play. Begley is enthusiastic 
"I'd play maybe three years the type of work he is doing 

! if) one sJ;iow, anothet, year in,~ ·here in "j_ :a~·~My ·'.first ex-. 
different .one, and newer did iio pei:ience was doing a reaping· 
0n the road." · at yv. C. Fptd College, {Ind, I 

The list of television credits liked it so well I wanted to 
is too long even to go into, Just do some more. 
before coming to Westerville, "College kids are wonderful 
Begley finished a forthcoming to work with-they are as hard 
episode of "Route 66." working as• any' of the yciu,jg 

'TM ANXIOUS to see: ·.this professionals · I've worked i.with.'' 
one," ,he said, then e:x:plained . ·otterbeip.'s guest. s_tar-'js- .isecy 
that in filming .one scene he' ha.d '~ngaging: .and,::.personablfi':';i:nah. 
spent all morning and the early :His· record·, a9,<'!l",-VetsaU).\!l',,and 
part of the ' afternoon .surf caste, ;taierited ~ctor . speaks •'.foi'.)tself. 
ing and carryip.g on a long a11d i'icB.'t wiiji.'4i;d' B,egleffjhpuld 
involved d:mversatiop. ·; · : '. ·be;', 11 iiiemorabT~. e,ij)l!rjence;\/.' ; ; 

"By the tim~/!,fe' finished, tl,e . : 61'.TERBEIN STUDENTSt : as 
tide had risen .to, my neck.'' w~l! lls, W.estervilfo· townspeople 

Many offers to do a TV series will appear with Begley in •the 
have been made to this constant- productiQn of "J, R~·,, Towns­
ly busy actor, but his stock an- people in'. the cast inclu!'.le-, John­
swer is ;,I don't want to g~t ny .Martin, ,26, Cherringt011 Rd.; 
that tied down." Unless; of Mdl .. Laura ' Tob1as, 322 Pata­

; course, one comes along that is watonii Dr.; bori'Ott, 274 Myrtle 
: so perfect for him he can't :r~~ Dr.; and· Dr. H.: C, Holdren,, 226 
sistr Hamilton Ave, · · 

."I like t~ variety of doing Appearing with the adults· will 
several different things, maybe be a group of five children which 
a movie or television show will include ,Craig . and Jim 
along with a pl,ay," Begley main- Whitney, D~e Weaston, Susan 
tains. J?unphy, and Tracy Dodrill, 

_.JI/ill.,,, ' 

Begley Works With Students 
Academy Award nominee Ed Begley (cen~er) rehearses 

his role as God in the Archibald MacLeish dram1f,-,"J. E.." 
with Jack Wright (left) and Carol Alban, student actors 
at Otterbein College. Begley -received word Monday of 
his Oscar nomination as best supporting actor in the film 
"Sweet Bird, of Youth." 

8:30 P.M, 



'J.B.' Deals With An 
Age ... Old Question 

by Thalia Nikides 
Throughout the history of mankind the mystery of the universe, 

the unexplained, feared, and unknown fragments of man's existence 
has always served as a quest by man to discover some awareness 
1r purpose to the justification of his existence - to the meaning 
of a life which offers no answer 
for living. The most evident 
'Ueans of answering the uncer­
'ainties of mankind has relied 
,rimarily in the Creator - the 
~od or controller of the universe 
vhose omnipotence has given 
,an security and strength to 
vithstand the constant rebuffs of 
'ife. Man in return, has both 
'rusted and believed in this Con­
troller that He will always re­
nain a justified being - judging 
'he ways of man with fairness 
md . understanding. 

Yet in the writings of the Boo! 
,f Job and the current poetic 
'rama, J.B., the question . of 
'}od's justification has received 
~ritical response. Can a god of 
righteousness and truth condemn 
, "perfect and upright man, one 
:hat feareth . God and escheweth 
evil?" 

The play, J.B. by Archibald 
IacLeish, offers three positiom 

.o the justification of God's ac­
'ion in relation to Job. The set­
ting of the play takes place in a 
ircus tent where two circus ven-
1ors, Mr. Zuss and Mr. Nickles. 
-repare to act out the Book of 
T ob - playing the parts of God 
md Satan and witness the trag­
dy of J.B., the main character, 

~s he willfully accepts the dis-
1sters which God has placed up­
Jn him - praising God though 
1ever quite understanding his 
_;uilt. It is precisely this accept­
ance which Nickles can never 
understand in J.B. Does not man 

, '-Jave a will of his own? 

I Job's children have all been 
killed, his bank has been bomb­
ed, and he himself has been in­
flicted with agomzmg burns. 
Each of these mishaps God has 
inflicted upon Job for no appar­
ent reason and yet Job still 
thinks God to be just. He be­
lieves that he must be guilty of 
something and calls to God from 
his "dung heap" asking of God 
to show him his guilt. 

Three comforters appear to 
J.B. in the form of a leftest, a 
psychoanalyst, and a gloating 
cleric who show no pity for Job. 

but state why he must be guilty. 
The leftest tells him that histori­
cal necessity is punishing him· 
the psychoanalyst says that Joh 
is punishing himself; the priest 
repeats that Job is punished for 
the crime of being born a man. 
This time God answers f:rorn a 
whirlwind, giving only size as an 
answer, not the justification of 
His action. Everything is restor 
ed to Job - his wife, children 
and wealth, but nothing seemr 
unanswerable to God's reason.­
for punishing Job. 

As has been stated before, Mac­
Leish has provided three posi­
tions for God's actions. The first 
is that God exists, but love can 
only exist between human be­
ings - that humanity is the only 
reality. There is no divine judge­
rnent and man exists through 
love of one another. The conver­
sation between Sarah, Job's wife, 
and Job exemplifies this: 

Sarah: You wanted justice, 
didn't you? There isn't 
any. There's the world 
... You wanted justice 
and there is none -
Only love ... 

Job He does not love. He is. 
Sarah: But we do. That's the 

wonder ... We'll see 
where we are. The wit 
won't burn and wet 
soul smoulders. Blow on 
the coal of the heart 
and we'll know . . . 
We'll know ... 

The second position holds that 
man possesses a different code 
of morals and ethics than the 
code which God sets . for Him­
self. In this respect, J.B. states 
that God must exist or man 
would be nothing. 

Job God is God or we are 
nothing - Mayflies that 
leave their husks be­
hind - our tiny lives 
ridiculow - a suffering 
Not even sad that 
Someone Somewhere, 
Laughs at as we laugh 
at apes. We have. no 

choice but to be guilty. 
God is unthinkable is 1 

we are innocent . . . 
Mr. Zuss: Then, he calmed me! 

Gentled me the way a 
farmhand G e n t I e s a 
bulging, bulging bull! 
Forgave me! for 
the world! ... For ev­
erything! . . . In spite 
of all he'd lost and loved 
He understood and he 
forgave it! . . . He'd 
heard of God and now 
he saw Him! Who's the 
judge in j u d g m e n t 
there! Who plays the 
hero, God or him? Is 
God to be forgiven? 

The only question remaininr 
for the reader and audience can 
be concluded in one sentence: If~---­
God exists, si He so beyond in 
mystery and uncertainty that 
man can only accept His Pres-
ence while wallowing in life -
mindful that justification: can 
only endure within man himself? 
'only the "silence of the stars'" 
withholds an answer ..• 
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C!toltttnblls 

pany approaches their witching hour 
whc:n they wilt present 11Reynard, 
the Fox" and "Aladdin and His 

: \\'onderful' Lamp.'' "Reynard, the 
·. Fox'' is a children's play new to 

Central Ohio. Reynard is an un;. 
conventional character in a humai) 
like, animal society. Many specia,1 

· animal costumes are being lllJlQ"e, 
' which will particularly .appeal 't,q/):he 
· children. Dates for. this. prod4J'ct.ian 

· · are Sunday, J~n. 27, Saturday, Feb. 
2, and Sunday, Feb. J. 

"Aladdin" is the old familiar story 
of a poor boy whose luck changes 
when he gains pos_s~ssion of a magi<; 

, lamp and a g~nie'as'a b;,nus.·· Hjd­
den trea:,ures, .:a .. real princess lll1Q. 

magic all ·CO~(lin~ to thrill_' and< f~s; 
cinate the children. "Aladdin" runs 
Sunday, Jan. 27, Saturday, Feb. ,2 

· · and Sunday, Feb. 3. All perform­
·. ances will be in the Derby 

Theatre on the OSU Campus. 
Tickets for Children's Theatre will 

be sold only by mail. Name of 
'play and date . of performance I should be stated. A stamped, self­
j addressed envelope ~l)USt be inclu~~ 
ed for return of tickets. 'Orders 
I should be sent to: OSU Childrb!'s 
j T-heatre; 154 North Oval Dtive,' ca~. 

OHIO'S 

'J.B.' Proves Engrossing Theater: 
Ed ·e,egle·y Moving In Guest Shot 

By RON PATAKY 
Clti11n-Journtl Theater Editor 

' · . ,' . . Whatever magic power it · 'I:: · ' 1 fa Chock Dodrill hold, o,e! 
· ; .,.. , . ~- ·, '\ young actors and .actresses 

.,i·· •. ;: n1 should_ ~e bottled a_nd sold 
, . ·to aspmng young directors. 

! Someone would make a for­
, tune. 

. But I disgress. This is ma-
G R E A T E S terialism, and we should be 

concerned w it h · aesthetic 
values. · · · 

.,.,LAST YEAR, Dodrill, pro­
fessor of theater at Otter­
bein College, directed a col­
lege production of "John 
Brown's Body,". with Hans 
Conreid · as guest· star. It 
was a beautiful pi~ce of the: 
ater. 
· This year, ·he .was fo.rtu­

nate en01,1gh to 'secure Ed 
Begley "to play Zuss in the 
0 t t e t·b e in production of 
Archibald MacLeish's "J.B.'' 

Begley's performance, al­
though , as sound as a gold 
watch, is not the major 
point of · discussion· here. 
Anyone who can't get a 
good performance from an 
Academy Award nominee 
should go sit in the corner. 
Dodrlll's achievements, both 

ear and·, last, involve 

the young people who have 
handled the principal roles 
with an unusual finesse. 

DICK BERRY,- played last . . .. t h 
'year in "John Brown ·s ltt C 
Body." He is back in "J. B.," i 

playing Nickles (Satan). The 
parts of:;J. B. and his wife, 
Sarah, are played by Jack 
Wright and Carol Alban. All 
three roles are emotionally 
deqianding, requiring both 
fre~om · and restraint on 
the parts of the players . 
How .very easily this drama 
can be loused up. 

The play is a metaphori­
cal treatment of the Book of 
Job, bringing it into a mod­
ern-day context which finds 
a man, J: B., taunted by the 
trials of Heaven. 

TWO WOULD-BE. actors, 
working as circus vendors, i::'. ::...:.::=:___:__ ___ _ 
take on the respective robes Day, they offer thanks to 
of God and Satan one night GoJ. S at an sneers. They 
after the <;ircus Closes, in- might be devout now but, if 
tending to act out the roles. tragedy wete to befall them, 
As they d o n their masks, their faith would be a short­
they suddenly realize their lived commodity. Not so, 
little g a m e has become a safs God. As the story un­
rea!\t: . A voice booms from folds, we discover. truth. 
sor.iewhere-a voice which 
kno·vs all the proper lines. SET IS SIMPLE and etfec-

Enter J.B.'s family, a sue- tive. Lighting has been well-
cessful, and devout employed to create desired 
circk As moods.• An outstanding ex­

ample is th e spectrum of 
silhouette just prior to Act 
1 curtain. 

The name of Ed Begley , 
will draw the people, a 
promise he fulfils with an 
intelligent, m o vi n g por­
trayal. Real laurels, how­
ever, go to Dodrill and his 
young cast, from whom we 
could reasonably expect 
less. 

' 
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Begley Treats 
Academy Award nominee 

Begley, currently starring in the 
Otte:rbein College Theater's pro­
duction of "J.B.," wants the en­
tire Otterbein student body to 
celebrate his recent nomination 
with him. 
· He's made special arrange­

ments w i th Metro-Goldwyn­
Mayer, producers of the film 
"Sweet Bird of Youth," to pre­
sent a free showing at 10:00 
a.m. Saturday in the State The­
ater, especially for Otterbein 
College students. Admission will 
be granted with the presenta­
tion of an activity card. 

Begley said that the State 
Theater has agreed to cooperate 
with him in this special treat 

'"t; Otterbein students ". . . who 
have won a soft spot in my 
heart." Three Academy Award 
nominees played in "Sweet Bird 
of Youth," which is tagged as 
one of the best pictures of the 
year. 

Begley Tops At Otterbein 
While Hollywood is still pondering names of nominees for the 

coveted academy awards, there's one nominee that's a sure winner 
in the eyes of Otterbein College students ... Ed Begley. 

Begley made his first appear­
ance on the Otterbein campus a 
little more than a week ago. He 
immediately began rehearsing 
for his roie as professional guest 
star in the college theater's pro­
duction of "J.B." and was almost 
an immediate hit. He was one 
of the students; he laughed with 
them; joked with them; coun­
seled with them and acted with 
them. He forgot his "pro" status 
and almost overnight . was a 
member of the "Otterbein Col­
lege family." 

A brief three days after he 
was on campus, word hit that 
he had been nominated for an 
academy award for the best sup­
porting actor in his role as "Boss 
Finley" in the movie, "Sweet 
Bird of Youth." 

The student body was as hap­
py and thrilied as Begley was. 
They couldn't have had more 
pride if the football or basket­
ball team had won the confer­
e,nce championship . . . and Ed 
was proud too! He_ was especial­
ly proud to have the word reach 
him at Otterbein. "I can't think 
of any place in the world I'd 
rather be when this announce-

ment was made," Ed mid. "Ot­
lerbein has been so good to rr.~ 

. . I feel like I've been around 
this campus all of my life." 

The honor didn't change Ed. 
He continued to stroll around 
the campus and chat with stu­
dents when he wasn't rehears­
ing. 

He just couldn't be nice enough 
lo students at Otterbein. In fact. 
he even made a _long distance 
phone call to Metro-Goldwyn­
Mayer and asked that his award­
winning movie, "Sweet Bird of 
Youth," be sent to Westerville 
immediately. His request was 
granted. Through the kind and 
warm-hearted cooperation of A. 
D. Curfman, owner of Wester­
ville's State Theater, arrange­
ments were completed to have a 
special showing of the film free 
of charge to Otterbein students;, 
"It's a small way of saying 
'thank you'," Begley said. "tc, 
the Otterbein students who have 
made by stay here a week I'll 
never forget." 

Ed Begley's already won 
Oscar in the minds of Otterbein 
College students. ';He'll always 
be a favorite on the Otterbein 
campus and knows that a warm 
welcome awaits him anytime he 
wants to return . . . and what's 
especially nice is that Ed likes 
Otterbein well enough to return. 



When ihe "Godmask" and !:he "Satanmask" arrived ai the Otterbein College Theater 
this week, photographers were on hand io record the reactions of (from left) "J.B." 
(Jack W:righi), Prof. Charles Dodrill, and "Nickles·· (Dick Berry). "J.B." opens Feb, 28 
with Ed Begley as professional guest sitar. 

Otterbein Play Duc~ts . J 
To Go On Sale Monday ' 

Tickets go on sale Monday, Feb. 
18 for the next Otterbein 
Theater production, 
MacLeish's Pulitzer Prize win­
ning drama, "J.B.," to be pre"". 
sented for three performances bee 
ginning Thursday, Feb. 28. The 
production will feature profes­
sional guest star Ed Begley. 

Tickets may be purchased at 
the Cowan Hall box office week­
days from 1-4:30 p.m. Phone re­
servations may be made by call­
ing 882-3601. 

"J.B." IS A paraphrase of the 
Biblical story of the tribulations 
of Job -in terms of a modern 
American as the "perfect and up­
right man" felled by afflictions 
- which scored a triumphant 11-
month run in New York and com-

.: parable successes on a extended 
l tour in 1959-60. 
J In this compassionate 
of a man's pitiful effort to find 
reason for the sufferings that life 
brings him, the protagonist is 
presented as a man of our time 
who, at the beginning, has every­
thing - a devoted wife, bright 

and handsome chlldren, success, 
health and happiness. He is the 
20th century equivalent of the 
original Job. 

Then the. play shows how 
happy man's treasures are taken 
away, one by one, and still he 
keeps his spirit unconquered, his 
belief in God's goodness un­
touched, The familiar tale in­
cludes many of the basic Biblical 

but all of them trans-

LOSES HIS 
such· modern, senseless 
as an automobile acci­
explosion' and the mur-

of a little child. 

devised by the author 
no authority from the Bible, c.-:< ,,_,,,,, c --'•' 

tells his story of Job in scenes 
inside a huge circus tent, 

with two employees of the circus 
unemployed actors turned ven­

dors of balloons and popcorn. 

These, two actors. em1:iody the c,:c,.:· .. :,-.··· •-- •:, : .• ·-·'-·"' 
forces of good and evil, God and 
the devil, contending for the 
modern Job's adherence as the 
afflicted' 'man cries out piteous!;')'. 
to know what he' has done· to 
deserve his suffering. 

WHEN "J.B." WAS first pre­
in New York in 1958, it 

with extraordinary prais'~: 
all critics· characterized 

the play as orie of 'the great land~ 
marks in the history of the 
American drama. The New 'll'ork 
Times called it "one of the me­
morable works of the century," 
while Walter Kerr of the Herald 

ously impressive." 
The Otterbein production will 

-feature Ed Begley and Richard 
Berry as the circus vendors turn­
ed into God and the devil,' while 
"J.B." will be porfrayed by Jack 
Wright. The production is beiiii 

'·"··'"'";:_,,~,,:s produced under the direction of 



Cast members have been sel-, Craig and Jim 
ected and rehearsals are now in Weast9ti}f Susan 
progress for the next Otterbein Tracy Dodrlll. 
College Th e a t r e produdion, OTHERSs'I •cast-'will be 
Archibald MacLeish's Pulitzer 
Prize winnirfg drama, "J.B." 

The play will be presented for 
three performances beginning 
Thursday, Feb. 2s: The "town 
and gown"- production will fea­
ture Ed Begley, p~ofessional 
guest star, as "Zuss" .. 

IN 'THE TITLE role o fa·.con­
temporary American bua!Pess-. 
man, J.B., whose trlbyl~ilona 
equal those oJ his Biblical coun­
terpart, wlll be Jack Wright. 
Begley and Richard Berry (Nick­
les) will portray two circus ven­
dors who also· repreitint God and 
Satan in what Brobks Atkinson, 
of the New York Times, called, 
"one of the memorable plays of 
the century, ranking with the 
finest work in the American dra-

· ) as; J.B.'s 
yro1C1Ford 

rdon ·Gregg 
(Bi!dad) as · :rn _ . " ·,. comforters, 
and Ken Siniihi{Roustabout). 

Numerous·. '/:{\her characters 
will be. played by Lois ,<Jannett, 
Barbara :Wylie, Helen St!!,_ts, Liz 
Beezeley, Pat Smith, J oarl.· Soud­
er, Mike Doney, and Thalh1 Nik-
ides. · 1_'4:,.,,. ' ' 

"J.B." is ~-~rephrase ot the 
Biblical story of the tribulations 
of J ob-'Jn , terms of a modern 
American as the "perfect and up 
right man" felled by afflictions-­
which, scored a triumphant elev­
en-month run in -New York and 
comparable. successes , in many 
qther American <1ities on a tour 
in the 1959-60 season. , 

PROJ;>VCTION DETAILS 
the circus-tl&l scenery 

Westerville resid~nts in the · devised· by Prof. F:re 
cast inblude Johnny Martin the pttliiuction is beln 
Roustabout),, ,Mrs. Laura Topias by· Professor Charles 
4Miss Ml_h<bel), Don Ott (rehears- II'ickets will go on sa 
~- ~uss until Mr: Be~le! Cowan Hall box office 
arrives '1111.d then becommg C1v1l Fehr. 18. Season ticket ;,c .. \I ,:it 
befense··Ofticer), Dr. H. C. Ho!- exchange and money order1::c""'17 
drei'i}:~~?P,,har), and jive children, rently are being received, 1,\'./:·, 

Otterbein 
Opens Sale 
For 'J.B.' 
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1J.B, rov7s Engrossin<3 
Ed B ley ovin_g ln Gu 

By RON PATAKY 
Citizen-Journal Theater Editor 

Whatever magic power it 
is Chuck· Dodrill holds over 
young actors and actresses 
should be bottled and sold 
to aspiring young directors. 
Someone would make a for­
tune. ,.,. 
· But I disgress. This is ma­
rterialisin, and we should be 
concerned with aesthetic 
:values. · 

LAST YEAR, Dodrill, pro­
fessor . of t~.eater at Ot~ 
b~e,··atreetmnrcol­
lege production of "John 
Brown's Body," with Hans 
Conreid as guest· star. It 
was a beautiful piece of thee 
ater, · 

TJJ.is year, he . was fortu­
nate enough to secure • Ed 
Begley to play Zuss in the 
0 t t er b ei n production of 
Archibald MacLeish's "J.B." 

Begley's performance, al­
though as sound as a gold 
watch, is not the major 
point of discussion here. 
Anyone who can't get a 
good performance from an 
Academy Award nominee 
should go sit in the corner.· 
Dodrill's achievements, both 
this year ~nd last, involve 

the young people who have 
handled the principal roles 
with an unusual finesse. 

' DICK BERRY, played last 
year in "John Brown's 
Body." He is back in "J. B.," 
playing Nickles (Satan). The 
parts of .J, B. and his wife, 
Sarah, are played by Jack 
Wright and Carol Alban. All 
three roles are emotionally 
demanding, . requiring both 
freedom · and restraint on 
the parts of the players. 
How very·. easily this drama 
can be . loused up. 

The play is ;1 metaphori­
cal treatment of the Book of 
Job, bringing iffnto-a mod­
ern-day contexFwliich finds 
a.man, J. R, taunted by the 
trials of Heaven. 

TWO WOULD-BE actors, 
working as circus vendors, 

Next By CSO 
The Columbus Sym.~ 

p h o n y Orchestra .wilt c. 
present an al1°Brahmi.; .· ·. 
concert as its sixth· sub-· 
scription concert of . the 
current Se as on. Con­
ducted by Evan Whallon; 
the concert will be prf .·.·,· .. · 
sented in Veterans Me­
morial at 8:30 ·. 
Wednesday, March .... 

Featured soloists for 
the e v e n i n g , . playing ; / 

, Brahl)'ls' D o,u b I e Co11~ 
certo, will be Co:ri.c:ert.­
m aster . George ,.H:ar~. 
desty and Gorq9n )i;ppeJ,. 
s~n .. principaL:cemst o; 
the 'orchestra.. · · 

: .-~- . ,; __ i, __ - ___ :_'.,:,> .. :[: 

; .... _:.:;·:=·•••<•::-:,:•·X·*:*v·:•••=•••:::;:;: •• , •• :•::•}=·•:•::t-::.:f:.X:!-.t-:t•~::&-;.;.::%~·~-

take onthe respective robes Day, they offer thanks'lo 
of.God and Satan one night GoJ. Sat a·n sneers. TheY: 
after the circus closes, in- might be devout now but;~if '' 
tending to act out the roles. tragedy were to befalLthem, 
As they ·d o n their mas,ks, · their faith would b~ a short­
they suddenly realize. their lived commodity. "Not so, , 
little g\a me has become a- says God. As the story uti~ 
,rea::.it~ I A voice booms from folds, we discover truths •• i 
sor.1eWlere-a .. voic .. e···•· w·. hi.·c.h kno-vs rn the proper lines. SET IS SIMPLE and .effE!'C· 

Enter J.B.'s family, a sue- tive. Lighting has beenwein­
cessfulf happy and devout employe_d to create desir-ed 
circL,. 'lAs it is _Thankse:ivim! . moods. An outstanding 

' ample . is t h e 'spectrti ' y 

silhouette just prior to i 
1 curtain. 

The nam.e of Ed Begley 
will draw _ the people, a 
promise he fulfils with an 
intelligent, m o vi n g por-

. trayal. Real laurels, how­
ever, go to Dodrill and his 
young cast, from whom we 
could reasonably exp e.c t 
less. 

"J.B." awaits youthro~jh 
Saturday . night in '~~W~rt 
HaH1on the. Otterbeil,1J:~a1rit · 
pus.c 1f:is ,an evenin'.g- de­
serving' or ';your considera• 
tLm. . 

D·~"atch cundaY i::;,., 

'"'c 1umbUS•· 0. 
0 4:21 

c ,--ci.rc.288, 
....;iU,1 
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ast Chosen 
Berry, Wright to Star With Begley 

Cast members have been selected and rehearsals are now in 
progress for the next Otterbein College Theater production, Archi­
bald MacLeish's Pulitzer Prize winning drama, "J.B.", to oe pre­
sented for three performances beginning on Thursday, February 28. 
The "town and gown" produc­
tion will feature Ed Begley, pro­
fessional guest star, as "Zuss." 

Selected to play the title role 
of a contemporary American bus­
iness man, J.B., whose tribula­
tions equal those of his Biblical 
counterpart, will be Jack Wright, 
Massillon. Nickles, one of two 
major characters, circus venders, 
who represent God and Satan, 
will be played by Richard Berry, 
Westerville. The other vender 
will be played by Ed Begley. 

Other Otterbein students in 
the cast include: Carol Alban as 
J.B.'s wife, Sarah; Byron Ford 
as Eliphas and Gordon Gregg as 
Bildad, two modern comforters; 
and Ken Smith as a roustabout. 
Numerous characters are por­
trayed by Lois Gannett, Barbara 
Wylie, Helen Staats, Liz Beezley, 
Pat Smith, Joan Souder, Mike 
Doney and Thalia Nik.ides. 

Westerville citizens who were 
named to parts in the "town and 
gown" production are: Johnny 
Martin (Roustabout), Laura To­
bias (Miss Mabel), Don Ott (re­
hearsing Mr. Zuss until Mr. Beg­
ley arrives and then becoming 

Civil Defense Officer), Dr. H. C. 
Holdren (Zophar), and five chil­
dren - Craig and Jim Whitney, 
Dee Weaston, Susan Dunphy, 
and Tracy Dodrill. 

"J.B." is the paraphrase of the 
Biblical story of the trbulations 
of Job - in terms of a modern 
American as the "perfect and up­
right man "felled by afflictions.­
which scored a triumphant elev­
en-month run in New York and 
comparable successes in many 
other American cities on a tour 
in the 1959-60 season. Brooks At­
kinson, the NEW YORK TIMES, 
called it, "one of the memorable 
plays of the century, ranking 
with the finest work in Ameri­
can drama.'' 

Production details and the 
striking circus-tent scenery are 
being devised by Professor Fred 
Thayer and the production is be­
ing directed by Professor Charles 
Dodrill. 

Tickets will go on sale at the 
box office February 18. Season 
ticket coupon exchange and mon­
ey orders are currently being re­
ceived. 



Academy Award 
Ciuest Star For 

Nominee 
'J.B.' 

_ Word reached Westerville Monday night that Ed Begley, "J.B." 
i,,ues_t star, has been nominated for an academy award in his sup­
portrng role, Boss Finley, in Tennessee Williams' "Sweet Bird of 
Youth.'' 

There's plenty . of reason for 
the joy at Otterbein about Beg­
ley's most recent honor. He's be­
come a friend of practically ev­
ery student in the past week as 
he's been on campus to play the 
lead in the Otterbein College 
Theater's production of "J.B.'' 
which starts Thursday and runs 
through Saturday evening. 

Charles Dodrill, Director of the 
play, said, "Ed's just like one of 
the students; everyone knows 
him and it seems he knows all 
the students. When the announ­
cement came we couldn't help 
but share the· thrill with him as 
he bubbled with pride.'' 

"Ed," as he is already affec-
, tionately known on the Otterbein 
campus, came on the scene a 
week ago to begin rehearsals for 
the play. "Almost immediately 
he was the most popular man on 
campus," Director Dodrill ex­
plained. "The students love him 

' and, of course, it's a real thrill 

I for them to be co-starring with 
an Oscar-nomniee in a student 

production. 
Begley's success was not an 

overnight affair. He has had to 
climb a long, tall ladder which 
included several slips to reach 
the top. He's played the circuit. 
His career dates back to vaude­
ville and Broadway. Some inci­
dental roles, bad. breaks, and op­
en dates were also included be­
fore he broke through the bar­
rier and successfully gained re­
spect as a "tough guy" type act­
or. He's known for his roles as a 
trial attorney and a bellowing 
politician. 

Despite the fact that Begley 
has appeared mainly in these 
type roles, he is a warm, friend­
ly man with a smile from ear to 
ear . . . just part of the student 
body preparing for a big play. 

Professionals starring in Otter­
bein productions is nothing new. , 
Last year Hans Conried played i 
the lead in the theater produc- , 
tion of "John Brown's Body.'' 

Sipping a cup of coffee before 
going on with "J.B.'' rehearsals, 

I 
Begley said, "It's so won .. de.rful, 
I can't believe it, what a thril.L -
. . . and it's so nice the news 
broke when it did. Otterbein stu­
dents are enjoying the honors as 
much as I am." 

Director Dodrill perhaps best 
explained the thrill of Begley's 
honor . . . "Timing is exception­
ally important in theater work, 
but Ed Begley's nomination as 
an Academy Award winner, two 
days before our show opens, is 
perhaps the best timing I've ev­
er seen in my career with theater 
work." 
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acleish' s 'J. B.' 

"SHOW ME MY GUILT. 0 GOD." pleads "J.B." {Jack Wright) 

at the Act I curtain of ihe Otterbein College Theater production. 

Archibald MacLeish's Pulitzer Prize winning drama, "J.B.", to be 

presented for three performances beginning Thursday, February 28. 

The production will feature professional guest star, Ed Begley, as 

"Zuss." 

Ticket reservations may be made by calling 882-3601 from 1:00 

to 4:30 p.m. weekdays, or by slopping at the Cowan Hall Box Office. 

Curtain lime is 8:30 p.m. 
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Jack Wright and Carol Alban will appear as "J.B." and his 
wife, "Sarah," in the February 28, March 1-2, Otterbein College 
Theatre production of Archibald MacLeish's Pulitzer Prize winning 
drama, "J.B." Ed Begley will guest star as "Zuss" in the town and 
gown production. 

Ticket reservations may be made by calling 882-3601 from 1:00 
to 4:30 p.m. weekdays. Curtain time is 8:30 p.m. 

'J. B.' Opens Thursday 
by David Brunton 

The universe is a circus tent. Gael and S::it:m are vendors. The 
ludicrous masks of Good and evil bicker. The topic· is suffering 
man, "victim of the spinning joke . . ." suffering marl "what was 
once cuddled must learn to kiss 
the cold worm's mouth." He learns to spit his broken 

The Godmask is cold, compla- teeth out-
cent: "Horrible as a star above a Spit the dirty world out-spit. 
burning, murdered, broken city." God, Zuss, is equally confident 
The eyes are closed. The evilmask that "his suffering will praise." 
has open eyes to see "The spilled This is Archibald MacLeish's 
dreams of lovliness." The mouth Pulitzer-prize winning play, J.B. 
is drawn in disgust, but the eyes There are answers and half-an­
laugh. swers presented to the suffering 

Both relative and absolute jus- twentieth-Century Job, but none 
tice are circumscribed as the ag- of them completely resolve the 
onies of lige storm down on J.B. question of suffering. The three 
The devil, Nickles, is confident would-be comforters fail to re­
.that solve it; Sarah's insistance on the 

God has forgotten what a man virtue of the innocent man's love 
can do fails to resolve it. and God re-

Once his body hurts him-once fuses to resolve it. 
Pain has penned him in where This play, with Ed Begley 

only guest-starring, will be presented 
Pain has room to breathe. He in Cowan Hall February 28 

learns! through March 2. 
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