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A Show or Friendship
‘Charlotte’s Web’ is 
Ollerbein’s latest 

gift to kids
By Michnei Grossberg
ni\fuii< h Iluuilrr Cniif 

A jiirl iiiiincd 
A nu named Tcniplcton,
A lilllc pip named Wilhur.
Ami a laipe. pray spiilet named ('liatl«)llc,

Wilhm's li iend.
'I'o piles! diieclor I’ani I lill. Chfirlolfc'.s llV/r has a 

dear siihle.xt; ‘‘Animals are people, too."
And as storytellers liom Aesop (/U'xop's I'ahivs) to 

(teorpe OnvcII (Aiiiinol rarm} have understood, 
animal tales can leach important lessons to the 
human animat.

C’hildren should learn a lot fiom Charle.s Strouse's
musical version of Chivlolic'.s Web, which plays this 
weekend at Cowan Hall in Westerville. Otterhein 
C'ollege 'I heatre's production is presented in 
conjunction with the college’s

KtiTiiamaa
Charlolle's Web — Ollerbein College 
Theatre's student production of Charles 
Strouse's musical of E.B. White's 
children’s classic Dirpcfed by Pam Hill.

The Cast;
Wilbur............................. Peyton Dixon
Charlotte......................... Gretchen Hall
fern................................ Patti Knoop
John Jeff Miller
Martha............................ Mary Randle
Avery Tom Sheridan

department of 
music.

‘‘It’s a good 
show for 
children, 
because it deals 
with issues that a 
lot of children’s 
theater doesn't 
address: life and 
death, making 
friciuls with 
.somebody who's 
not your kind,”
I lill said.

'I he 7.S-
Openlng nighi is 7:30 p.m. Friday. 
Perlorrnarices corilimie al 10.30 a m. and 
I 30 p m Saturday and 1:30 p m. 
Sunday In Cowan Hall, 30 N. Grove St, on 
Ihfi Westerville campus 
Tickets are $3.65. Call 898-1109

minute one-act 
tells a story of 
friendship.
Char lotto saves 
Wilbur fmm the 
butcher's ax 
(hiinipli a

■iii'iiiniiiiw niiwiiiwwin IIII mil mil n “cicvcr plan" to 
eon\ ince the world tlnrl he is “some pip." I fill said.

Strotisc wrote (he musical In 1989. I le adjrpicd it 
from the play Joseph Robinette created from E.B. 
White's classic tale.

“ I he music is what attracted me." Hill said, "'t'hc 
slunv tunes and down-home hoedowns arc really cute 
and remind me of (lie music from/fn/r/r.”

Stroiisc, a prolific Broadway comjroscr, is best 
known for Annie (1977). followed by Hye the fbntie 
(1961) umi Applousr (1970). All three won Tony 
awards for best musical.

His score for Cluirloiic’s H'ch includes Eiiiing, 
Wilbur’s amusing song about growing up; IVbo Sayx 
We Cnn’i lie Frietuls, a duct by Wilbur and Charlotte; 
and Welcome to the Zuckerman Ham. an cn.scmblc 
piece by the gallery of barnyard animals.

“What we’re doing with C/un latte's Web is kind 
of fun," I lill said, ticscrihing Katie Robbins’ costume 
designs, which clothe the barnyard animals in human 
clothing.

Ottcrbcln students will fill most of the roles. But 
three children al.so will appear in the play: Jessica 
Grove of Upper Arlington, Ben Isicr of Westerville 
and Nel-Morgan Scheiber of Bexley.

ITiis is the fourth lime Hill has directed at 
Otterbein since graduating there in 1975. She

From l«n, Nell~Morgnn Schlcber, Jessica (iruve, Peyton Dixon (Wilbur) and Den Isirr in Charlotte's Weh.

directed Night Watch last summer and Quillcrs twice 
last year.

Off-Brondway, Hill served as assistant director of 
Ed Oraezyk’s/f Mtmler of Crows.

' Her Ollier credits include '/he l-olk of the Air, at 
Weathcrvanc Playhouse;/f/mWm. at Ihe Palace 
Theatre; Contvrhuty '/'ales al Wittenberg University; 
tutd last year’s worlil premiere oiDown of Infinite 
Dreams.

Unlike Sleeping lieniity. the previous children’s 
show Hill directed at Otterbein, Chmlotic’s Webb is 
“not an old-fashioned fairy talc, but a modern 
children’s piece."

lliat makes this year’s children's show somewhat 
of a change of pace for Otterbein. But I lill and Tod 
Wilson. Otterbein Theatre managing director, 
nevertheless expect a typical audience of about 8.(MH) 
people. 'Hiat wtnikl (piilc likely make Charlotte's Web 
the most popular .show of Otterbein's 1990-91 sca.son 
— for children or adults.

Otterbein's first children's show, in 1961. was The 
Em/wror's New Clothes. By 1965, the cliiUlren’s show 
had become an annual tradition.

A fall tradition
Otterbein College ITicatrc has presented a 

children's show for more than 20 years. Typically, 
about 8,(MH) (mostly youn|») people have cnjrrycd 
these shows annually during the jrast decade, 
making them by fur Otterbein's most popular 
slums;
• vm. Charlotte's Web
• 1989:Cm(/cre//«*
• i9SS: Alice in Wonderland*
• 1987: liobin Hood*
• 1986; Sleeping Bcuui)’*
• 1985) Peter Pan*
• 1984: The Wizard of Oz
• my. Heidi
• 1982: The Masque of Beaut)' and the Beast
• 1981: Cinderella
• 1980: Alice in Wonderland
• Otterbein’s five all-time best sellers


