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Otterbein Theatre sets an Ohio Premiere
Otterbein College Theatre
will present an Ohio pre
miere, “The Musical Comedy
Murders of 1940,” Oct. 6 9
and 13-15 at Cowan Hall on
the Otterbein Campus. The
comic play written by Mans
field, 0. native John Bishop
enjoyed a long and critically
hailed run both on and offBroadway.
The murder-mystery
spoof will be directed by
Dennis Romer. “Everyone
has a motive, but no one has
a clue,” Romer says. “It’s a
mystery/farce with a plot
that audiences can really
have a good time with.”
Entertaining excitement

brews as the characters
1940’ is the intelligent per
move about in a mansion rife
son’s kind of nonsense!”
with secret passageways,
CAST MEMBERS include
revolving bookcases, magi
junior Cheryl Gaysunas of
cal walls and dead bodies.
Columbus as Helso Wenzel,
The group of Broadway
senior Heather Huprich of
hopefuls has been invited to
Berlin, 0., as Elsa Von
the Westchester residence
Grossenkneuten;junior
to audition for a backer of a
Joshua Wank of London,
new musical.
England,
as
Patrick
The show biz types be
O’Reilly; sophomore Ben
come snowbound together
Hodges of Morristown,
and assume “real life” roles
Tenn., as Ken de la Maize.
of suspects and victims. Plot
Also, junior Jean Childers
twist follows plot twist as
of Indianapolis as Nikki
the zany ensemble tries to
Crandall; sophomore Dennis
unearth the slasher, and
Rapp of Delaware, 0., as
musical numbers are inter
Eddie McCuen; senior Mich
spersed to compliment the
elle Thompson of Columbus
lively pace.
as Marjorie Baverstock; sen
‘‘Enormous fun!” accord
ior Kyle Moore of Columbus,
ing to the New York Post.
Roger Hopewell; and junior
‘‘There are murders galore,
Patty Cockburn of Gahanna*
a mysterious maid, slashed
Bernice Roth.
chorus girls, a Nazi agent
All performances will be
and sheer diamond wit.”
in Cowan Hall on the Otter-^
New York magazine report
bein campus. Opening night
ed that the show ‘‘basks in
will begin at 7:30 p.m., the
every kind of lunacy. ‘The
Sunday matinee at 2 p.m.
musical comedy murders of ; ^ and all other performances

at 8 p.m.
Tickets will be available
beginning Thursday, Sept.
22, by contacting the box
office at 898-1109. Box office
hours are from 1-4:30 p.m.
weekdays and Saturdays of
performance weeks. It also
is open at 6:30 p.m. on per
formance evenings and at
12:30 p.m. on Sunday
matinees.
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'^li/lusical Comedy Murders of 1940" to premiere
Otterbein College The
atre will present an Ohio
premiere, "The Musical
Comedy Murders of 1940,"
Oct. 6-9 and 13-15 at
Cowan Hall on the College
Campus.
The ingenious and
wildly comic play written
by Mansfield, Ohio, native
John Bishop enjoyed a
long and critically hailed
run both on and offBroadway.
The murder-mystery
spoof will be directed by
Dennis Romer. "Everyone

has a motive, but no one
has a clue," Romer says.
"It's a mystery/farce with a
plot that audiences can
really have a good time
with."
Entertaining excitement
brews as the characters
move about in a mansion
rife with secret passage
ways, revolving bookcases,
magical walls and dead
bodies. The group of
Broadway hopefuls has
been invited to the
Westchester residence to
audition for a backer of a

new musical. The show biz
types become snowbound
together and assume "real
life" roles of suspects and
victims. Plot twist follows
energetic plot twist as the
zany ensemble tries to un
earth the slasher, and
zesty musical numbers are
interspersed to compli
ment the lively pace.
"Enormous fun!" accord
ing to the New York Post.
"Iliere are murders galore,
a mysterious maid,
slashed chorus girls, a

Nazi agent and sheer
diamond wit." New York
magazine reported that
the show "basks in every
kind of lunacy. 'The
musical comedy murders
of 1940' is the intelligent
person's kind of nonsense!"
Cast members include
junior Cherly Gaysunas of
Columbus as Helsa Wen
zel, senior Heather
Huprich of Berlin, Ohio, as
Elsa Von Grossenkneuten;
junior Joshua Wank of
London, England, as
Patrick O'Reilly; sopho

in Cowan Hall on the Ot
terbein campus. Opening
night wifl begin at 7:30
p.m., the Sunday matinee
at 2 p.m. and all other
performances at 8 p.m.
Tickets are available
beginning Sept. 22 by
contacting the box office at
898-1109. Box office hours
are from 1-4:30 p.m.
weekdays and Saturdays
of performance weeks. It
also is open at 6:30 p.m. on
performance evenings and
at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday
All performance will be matinees.

more Ben Hodges of Mor
ristown, Tenn., as Ken de
la Maize; junior Jean
Childers of Indianapolis as
Nikki
Crandall;
sophomore Dennis Rapp of
Delaware, Ohio, as Eddie
McCuen; senior Michelle
Thompson of Columbus as
Marjorie Baverstock;
senior Kyle Moore of
Columbus,
Roger
Hopewell; and junior
Patty Cockburn of
Gahanna, Bernice Roth.

Curtains rise for 'Murders' next week
By Michelle Bartley
Comedy and murder will be in the air
next weekend as Otterbein’s theatre de
partment presents “The Musical Comedy
Murders of 1940” by John Bishop. The
show will run Oct. 6-9 and Oct 13-15.
According to director Dennis Romer,
the plot goes something like this:
Ibe play starts with a group of actors, a
director, a producer, etc. They make their
way to the home of Elsa VonGrossenknuten.
Their purpose for the visit is to secure
funds for their next Broadway show. But
during their last show, together as a
troupe. “Manhattan Holiday”, three cho
rus girls were murdered and the murderer
became known as the “stage door
slasher.”
From here on. Fll let you see for yourself
what happens, but Romer said: “(The
play) is both comedy and murder mys
tery. It’s as much one as the other.”
With his ten person cast. Romer said:
“Rehcrsals have been very tedious. It’s a
complicated show in that many people
are on stage at one time, and timing is also
important The actors need a lot of pa
tience because rehcrsals are very de
tailed. much like corcographing a dance.”
One may wonder if all this hard work,
patience and time is rewarding to tlic ac
tors. According to Cheryl Gaysunas and
M.J. Bartholomew, the feelings which
have developed between the cast mem
bers is very strong.
Gaysunas, a junior who plays the role of
Helsa the maid, said: ‘The actors that
have been combined in this show work
very well together as an ensemble cast I

feel very safe, and we can depend on each
other.”
Romer is now with the faculty full time,
not only as a director, but a teacher and
supervisor for student workshop produc
tions.
Romer feels strongly about the profes
sional training program at Otterbein, and
feels that shows like “Murders” give stu
dents a chance to use a craft which they have
been taught. Romer said: “Comedy is diffi
cult. It takes hard work, craft and discipline
to achieve a truly comic atmosphere.”
Bartholomew, a sophomore who plays Sgt.
Micheal Kelly, said: “The show is very fast
paced and demanding of everybody. Every
one must be at a high energy level— be crisp
and precise.”
Gaysunas feels that one more element is
important to the success of the show, saying,
“All of llie gags in the show are so hard, you
must really trust each other.”
Show time is 7:30 p.m. opening night and
8 p.m. Oct. 7-8 and 13-15. There will be a
maltinee on Oct. 9 at 2 p.m. Tickets are free
to Otterbein students with I.D. and are avail
able in the Cowan Hall box office.

Kyle Moore and Ben Hodges rehears
ing for “Murders.” Photo by Jen
Brown.
I

i

NEWS
^REAU INC.
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115
216/241-0675

I
j

I

COLUMeus DISPATCH
COLUMBUS, 0
& SUN.CIRC. 227,65r
OCl n-3 8

3^V
curtain caus
th
to central Ohio
theater sho^vs, based on recent
Di^spatch revie^vs. For performonce times and dates, see theater
listings in Weekend Planner.
of Ino

^J^rders

P!
h’ ~f
P’^ywright John
V'-’^ops farcical Broadway who
dunit offers enough suspects to
confuse anyone. Yet, OtterbeJn
College s well-balanced cast

makes each role a delight. You
may be too busy chuckling at this
ham-on-wry parody of old B-movics to care whodunit. What’s best
about this zany production is its
well-chcjreographed physical hu
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rast members don’t speak clearly
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Heather Hupric and Dennis Rapp rehearsing for Otterbein's production
of "The Musicai Comedy Murders of 1940." The play will run tonight
through Sunday and Oct. 13-15 in Cowan Hall. Photo by Jen Brown.

Dispatch photo by Mike Munden

Joshua Wank, left, and Cheryl Gaysunas are among the performers in the
Otterbein College Theatre production of The Musical Comedy Murders of
1940. See theater listings.

OC slates Ohio premiere
Joshua Wank, a junior at Olterbein College from London,
England, is about to “die laughing” at the hands of junior
Cheryl Gaysunas, Columbus, in this scene from,the Otterbein Theatre Ohio premiere of “The Musical Comedy
Minders of 1^40 “ This whodunit features characters who
move about in a mansion rife with secret passageways,
revolving bookcases, magical walls, and dead bodies. Ttie
production will run Oct. 6-9 and 13 15 in Cowan Hall. The
opening night performance will begin at 7:30 p.m. with the
Sunday matinee at 2 p.m. and all other performances at 8
p.m. For advance tickets, call the Cowan Hall box office at
1 898-1109. The box office also is open at 6:30 p.m. on perfor
mance evenings and at 12:30 p.m. for the Sunday matinee.

