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i “all business®’ when chatting

‘ with Walter Abel, He arrived
promptly at Cowan Hall for a
ha.lf hour interview and terminae

a ted it just as promptly when di=.

rector Chuck Dodrill announce
uj ed that rehearsal was to start,
;g Hjs natty appearance and vi=
i ! gorous personality belie his age,
J1In fact, he was quite adamant

{ about the desire and right of man

arbitrary number of years,

“If a person is to remain vi=
tal, alive, he must continue to
sgrow’ with each newdemand that

questioned about his favorite ro=
les. He .sald that ‘‘each new role
{ brings torth a demand for such
i perfection; that only the imme=

Makes His Point

i Broadway actor Walter Abel will portray the role of
4 Judge Danforth in the Otterbein Theatre production of
i Arthur Miller’s ““The Crucible”” at Cowan Hall tonight,
;fi Friday and -Saturday. Curtain time is 8:15 p. m. and
; tickets are still available at the box office or at Jensen's

One gets the impression of

to continue working beyond an’

| 1ife brings.*® This was partofthe
answer -Walter Abel gave when |

, dhat% iRaurt an actor is working on

By BECCY BERRY

cain be considered a favorite,?””

Having been a professional ace
tor since the age of twenty, he
has had ample opportunity to
experience this growth in all the
entertainment media, His list of
credits fills two closely typed
pages, He has just finished an
appearance on Broadway this
season and voicedthe opinion that

he will be on stage in New York

whenever a part is availlable,
However, he does hope to con=
tinue doing at least one play a
year with college theaters.

This led to a discussion of
the problems involved in working
with young college actors, *The

professional is always out tosell -
- entertainment--the whole play,

whereas the college student with
his many other responstbﬂities

.can only be concerned with his

Movies are strictly a dlrec-
tor's medium.

'His professional attitude was
reflected in his preparation for
the role of the unrelenting Judge
Danforth in ¢¢The Crucible?’, He
had been studying the part for
three weeks before his arrivalin
Westerville, He admitted that the
role is quite demanding and that

- ¢¢Miller is never an easy play=

-wright to interpret.’” This, howe
ever, is not his first experience
with this playwright as he has

played the lead role in ¢“Death of °

a Salesman,?’
In addition to his continuing
role as an actor, he is current=

1y president of the American Na= .

tional Theatre and Academy, Al=
though an honorary position, it
requires much correspondence,
However, when, and if, he hasany
free time, he and his wife leave

attention.

their home in New York for a
few days on their farm=-an hour’s
drive from the city, He isanavid
gardener and admitted toa ‘“con=
stant battle with nature to keep
the fifteen acres cleared,””

‘The executive suite at Howard
Johnson’s motel has become his
Westerville home, He stated that
the accommodations were among
the best he has ever had, How=
ever, he hastened to say he is
looking forward to a vacation on
the ¢farm?’’ as soon as he leaves
Westerville,

Perhaps as interesting as the

interview was the thrill of wat=
ching a professional at work, I
remained at Cowan Hall for an
additional - half hour to observe
him in action, Although the me=

morization of lines lacked pere=

Miller's plays require strict

Lines to learn. Study them
at all times.

fection at this early rehearsal,

the intensity with which Mr, Abe?.

attacked the characterization cf
his role was apparent,

We in Westerville are privil=
eged to have a man of this caliber
appear at Cowan Hall, I’'m sure

his interpretation of Judge Dan= .-

forth will remain in our memor=
ies as well as contribute to his
continuing ¢growth,?’’

Tickets are avaflable at Cowan i
Hall Box Office, 882-3601, from : -

1 to 4 p.m. weekdays and at Jen=
sen’s Jewelry, Curtain time is

|

8:15 for ¢“The Crucible” which

-starts tonight and continues
through Saturday, Other meme

bers of the cast will be played .

by the Otterbein Theatre group.

I

mdtvidual role.”

Attra’ctive, "

‘Theatre
‘Schedule

'i‘heatre-’-gbers will have a

this month, -~ . -
Tonight, Friday and Satur-

Walter Abel is appearing in
the Otterbein Theatre produc~
tion of Arthur Miller’s ¢The
Crucible?’ at Cowan Hall, The
curtain time is 8:15 p,m.,
Curtain Players are pre-
senting ¢‘Sunday InNew York’’

tonight, Friday and Saturday
with an 8:30p,m, curtaintime,

Other attractions on their
way are the French National

15 at Cowan Hall and the Na-
tional Players production of

Shakespeare’s . *Much  Ado
About Nothing?’ on Friday,
"March 22, )

! ehN Stories of these attractions
Lottt ) are on Pages 10 and 11,

1ot .of top theatrical attractions

* day, - noted Broadway actor’

at the Westerville Armory

Dance Company Friday,March

s i B i ot 0 KN i

The Otterbein College Theatre
announced today that this sea=
son’s Professional Guest Art=
ist will be well=-known stage and
screen star, Walter Abel, Cure
rently President of the Ameri=
can National Theatre and Aca=
demy, Mr. Abel has made nu=
merous guest star appearances
at colleges and universities
around the country, He will ap=
pear in the role of Judge Dan=
forth in the Otterbein production
of ¢“The Crucible” March 7=8=9,

*Mr, Abel is the seventh Pro=
fessional Guest Artist inas many
years to .appear in an Otterbein
Theatre production. Previgus

shows starred Hans Conried, Ed

Begley, Arnold 'Moss, Kim Hun-
ter, Viveca Lindfors and Albert
Dekker,

Born in St. Paul Minnesom, in
1898, Abel ‘studied for the stage
at the American Academy of Dra=
matic- Arts, He made his first
professional - appearance at the
Manhattan Opera House Decem=
ber 20, 1919, in “Forbidden,’
followed in 1922 with the role of

~ Acis in ¢Back to Methuselah,’?

Mr, Abel has played in almost

all the major New York theatre
houses, both on and off-Broad=
way in a wide variety of scripts
since his Manahattan debut, Some
of his most popular roles were
in ¢“Mourning Becomes Electra,’
¢Punch and Judy,’ and ‘“The Sea
Gull,”

The two theatrical experiences
Mr, Abel prizes most were with
the Philadelphia Orchestra, con=
ducted by Eugene Ormandy, in
Honegger’s ¢King David,” and
Aaron Copeland’s ¢‘Portrait
of Lincoln,” For fourteen months

Walter Abel appeared on Broads

way in ¢“The Pleasure of His
Company?’ with Cyril Ritchard
and Cornelia Otis Skinner,
Entering the film world in
1935, Abel first appeared on the
screen in ¢The Three Muske=
teers,”” and numbers among his

- film efforts parts in ¢Rue Ma=

deleine?” and ¢‘Raintree County,?

TV shows to Mr, Abel’s cre=
dit include appearances on ¢‘Gas=
light,’” ¢“The Enchanted,’”” ¢“The
Defenders,’” and ¢East Side/
West Side,”?

The Otterbein College Theatre
production of Arthur Miller’s

WALTER ABEL

“The Crucible’” will feature a fice sales wﬂl open February '
“town and gown’’ cast, Box Of= 26, :




Guest Artist Walter Abel will
appear in ‘‘The Crucible.’’

W alter
Abel
Is Guest

The Otterbein College
Theatre has announced that
this season’s Professional
Guest Artist will be well-
known stage and screen star,

- Walter Abel. Currently Pres-

" ident of the American Na-
tional Theatre and Academy,
Mr. Abel has made numerous
guest star appearances at
colleges and universities
around the country. He will
appear in the role of Judge
Danforth in the Otterbein
production of **The Crucible”’
March 7-8-9.

Mr. Abel is the seventh
Professional Guest Artist in
as many years to appear in
an Otterbein Theatre pro-

duction.- Previous shows
starred Hans Conried, Ed
Begley, Amold Moss, Kim

- Hunter, Viveca Lindfors and
Albert Dekker.

Born in St. Paul, Minne-
sota, in 1898, Abel studied
for the stage at the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts.
He made his first profes-

Artist

Continued from Page 1

and °*‘East Side/West Side.”’

The Otterbein College
Theatre production of Arthur
Miller’s ‘“The Crucible’ will
feature a ‘‘town and gown’’
cast. Box Office sales will
open Feb. 26.
sional appearance at the
Manhattan  Opera  House
Dec. 20, 1919, in ‘“For-
bidden,’’ followed in 1922
with the role of Acis in
‘‘Back to Methuselah.”’

Mr. Abel has played in
almost all the major New
York theatre houses, both
on and off-Broadway in a
wide variety of scripts since
his Manhattan debut. Some
of his most popular roles
were in ‘’Mourning Becomes
Electra,’’ “‘Punch and Judy,”’
and “*The Sea Gull.”’

The two theatrical ex-
periences Mr. Abel prizes
most were with the Phila-
delphia Orchestra, conducted
by Eugene Ormandy, in
Honegger’s °‘King David,”’
and Aaron Copeland’s ‘‘Por-
trait of Lincoln.”” For four-
teen months Walter Abel
appeared on Broadway in
‘““The  Pleasure of His
Company’’ with Cyril Rit-
chard and Cormelia Otis
Skinner.

Entering the film world
in 1935, Abel first appeared

on the screen in ‘‘The
Three Musketeers,”” and
numbers among his film

- efforts parts in ‘‘Rue Made-

Continued on Page 6

leine’’ and ‘““‘Raintree
County.’’

TV shows to Mr. Abel’s
credit -include appearances
. on ‘‘(aslight,”” ‘‘The En-

H'“f chanted,’’ *‘The Defenders,"’’

?

r-‘

Names Cast For “Crucible” Drama

The Otterbein College
Theatre announced today the
all-student cast for the
March 7-9 production of
‘“The Crucible.”” Tickets
for this production, which
will feature professional
guest star Walter Abel, will
go on sale at the Cowan
Hall Box Office on Monday,
Feb. 26, from 1 to 4 p.m.
students present ID card).

‘‘The Crucible is a dra-
matic re-telling of the his-
toric witchcraft trials in
Salem, Mass., in 1692, that
won the Pulitzer Prize for
author Arthur Miller. The
author has declared that
every one of the 22 char-
acters in his play had a
similar role in the terrible
episodes in Salem” when 19
persons were hanged as
witches on the hearsay evi-

B s

dence of hysterical accusers.

Playwright Miller focuses
attention on a young farmer
and his wife, John and
Elizabeth Proctor (played
by Greg Sabatino and Teri
Hiatt), and their attempt to
extricate themselves from
the hysteria caused by the
accusations of a young girl
and frightened minister,
Abigail Williams and Rev.
Parris (played by Stephanie
Lewis and Mike Metzel).
Walter Abel will appear as
the unctuous over-bearing
deputy-governor of  the
colony who presides over
the trial, Jim Granger will
portray the truth-seeking
Rev. Hale who becomes
appalled at the hysteria that
overcomes the  colonial
village, and Linda Grznar

will create the frightened

j Hold Tryodts For: |
i ""l Town-Gown Play

Tryouts for the Otterbein
College Theatre production |

. v
!
|

Ty

servant girl, Mary Warren,

Others in the large cast
include the following: Rusty
Bolin as the 80 year old
farmer Giles Corey; John
Waddingham as the militant
Judge Hathome; Debbie
Bowman, Pat Spreng, and
Linda Dugan as the fright-
ened schoolgirls; Ed
Vaughan and Mary Furniss
as the richest Salem land-
holders, Thomas and Anu
Putnam; Larry Evans and
Rita Sellers as the fine
Christian people, Francis
and Rebecca Nurse, who re-

‘fuse to capitulate and con-

fess to lies; Dennis Romer
and Glenn Plum as clerk and
deputy, Cheever and Willard;
Pam Stine as the slave from
Barbados who starts it all;
and Linda Sharpless as the
pipe-smoking Sarah Good.

Controversia

1'
N
|
)

. !

‘.and 7:00 p.m.

day, Feb. 4 at 1:30 p.m.
in Cowan
Hall. The play will be pre-
sented on March 7-9.
According to Dr. Charles
Dodrill, Director of Theatre,
negotiations are still pro-
ceeding for  a male guest
star to play the role of
Proctor in this production.
The College Theatre has
annually contracted a major
guest star to appear in one
of the productions. Past
include Hans Con-

guests
reid,
Moss,

Ed Begley,
cast

The

library for
sons.

Arnold |
Kim Hunter, Viveca '
Lindfors, and Albert Decker. |-
includes
male and 10 female roles. :
Scripts are available in the | |
interested per- |

12 , \

The Mormng Aﬁ'er coe

By GENE GERRARD
Citizen-Journal Staff Critic
With a generous burst of confidence, Charles Dodrill
" started his dress rehearsal for Arthur Miller'’s “The
Crucible” on time—promptly at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday -
night.
Having served an apprenticeship on the working
.1 side of the footlights (before going over
..'4 to the enemy), I remembered it was
| practically unheard of that a final re-
.1 hearsal should begin as scheduled.
Lt So I resisted the temptation to play
"1 Russian roulette with loaded traffic on
4 I71 in order to make the scene in
-1 Cowan Hall on time. I figured if I got
1 there a half hour late, I'd still be early.
Not so. I was six minutes late.

I ALSO SHOULD have recalled that:
‘old pros like Dodrill are always pre-
pared; that they leave very little to _
chance.  That’s why his contribution to the-growth of
interest in theater at Otterbein is inestimable.

Then I shouldn’t have been at all surprlsed that the
dress rehearsal was as smooth as most opening nights.
.- There was no last minute setting of lights; the set was
i finished; costumes were comp]ete and m1rac1e of

e o,

Gerrard

,,,,,

‘The Crucible’ s Ready And Abel

miracles, there were no short tempers or long faces.
Dodrill himself was as calm as the proverbial cucumber

ON STAGE MILLER’S stark dramat1zat10n of the
Salem witch hunts at the end of the 17th century, un-
folded like the wings of a great, black bird of prey.

Dodrill is fortunate in that he has several rather
remarkable young actors playing key roles, in addition
to the authoritative presence of guest artist Walter Abel.
Abel is able to indeed.

PARTICULARLY IMPRESSIVE are Jim Granger,
Greg Sabatinog, Teri Hiatt, Pam Stme Stephanie Lewis
and Linda Grznar. :

Although Abel hasn’t had the advantage of an in- |
tensive rehearsal period, there was every indication that |
he would have a steel-like grip on Deputy-Governor Dan-
forth by opening night Thursday.

EVEN SO, HE DOMINATED every scene .in which
he appeared with quiet dignity and the kind of supreme
confidence which come only after years of mellowing in
the theater.

I was also very pleased to learn that Otterbein is
planning a second year of operation for its summer
theater, beginning June 25 and continuing through July
27. Their inaugural season played to nearly 85 per cent |
of capac1ty for the five productlons

1
¥
|
J
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1 was without
" [ talked=about and argued-about
. '|'play in many seasons and won the

| Antonette Perry Award as the

Ticket sales open Monday, Fek,
26, for the Otterbein College The=
atre production of Arthur Mil=

:| ler’s ¢“The Crucible,’’ One of
| the most controversial plays of

our time, ¢“The Crucible” is a
dramatic re-telling of the his=-
toric witchcraft trials in Salem,
Massachusetts, in 1692, Tickets
will be on sale at both the Cowan
‘Box Office, 882=3601, and at Jen=

71 sen’s Jewelry for all three per=

.| formances of the show, slated

_jto run March 7-8-9 in Cowan
| Auditorium,

Stage and screen star Walter

| Abel will arrive in Westerville
| February 28 to begin rehearsals

with the cast in his role as Judge

| Danforth, Abel is the seventh

professional guest artist to ap=

.| pear in an Otterbein Theatre
" | production,

¢The Crucible?’ opened in New

| York in 1953 and was greeted by

a massive ovation on its opening
night, which included 19 curtain
calls at the end, The play be=

.| came an item of great interest

not only because it was the first

| new work by the author of the un=

forgettable ¢Dealth of a Sales=
man,” but also the subject of
great controversy due to its the=
me, It was impossible not to as=

| sociate Miller’s story about a

mass hysteria in 1692 with the
uproar over political heresies in
the headlines of the 1950’s, It
doubt the most

best play of the season,

‘ Miller has declared that every
one of the twenty-two charace

| ters in his play had a simfilar

role in the terrible episodes of

©1.1692 in Salem when 19 persons
were hanged as witches on the

heresay of hysterical accusers
and others savedthemselvesonly

i | by “confessing’’ their having
| made pacts with the Devil,

of Arthur Miller's award- | - T R vy
inning play, ‘‘The Cruci- | = 1 'I'h c bl

g e v 'The Crucible’

o Sl

March 7, 8, 9
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n_w;hér",—Ab‘el o
“Abel Guest
Artist At |
Otterbein -

‘The Otterbein College
;Theatre will present its sev-
enth Professional Guest Art-|
ist in as many years March
7-8-9. when well-known: stage
and screen personality -Wal-
ter Abel appears in the Ot-
terbein “town and gown”
production of  “The Cruci-|
ble.”: - o ‘
‘Abel, who will play the
role of Judge Danforth iny
Arthur Miller’s tale of the
Pyritan witcheraft trials, is
currently president of the
American National Theatre|
and Academy. i

HE HAS MADE numerous
guest star appearances at col-
leges and universities around |
the country and will add hisj
talents to Otterbein’s prev-
jous ‘guest artists - including
Hans Conreid, Ed Begley,
and Kim Hunter. ‘

"Abel has played in almost’
all the major New York
theater houses, both on and'
off-Broadway in a wide va-
riety of scripts since his Man-
hattan debut in 1919.
" The Otterbein Production
of “The Crucible” will be in’
Cowan Auditorium. Box of-
fice sales open Feb. 26,

S S S

By SARA WISEHAR_T_
Of The Dispatch Staff

| Thursday, through Saturda
~in Cowan Hall. S

i Distinguished character ac-
; tor Walter Abel will be|al appearance at the Manhat-
professional guest star of Ot-|tan Opera House in 1919.
terbein College Theater when '
| they present “The Crucible,’

y

' 8B (nlumbus Bispatch **** MON. MARCH 4, 1968 “
STAR LOOKS BACK |

Career Covers 50 Years

experience, he recalls, “T

Academy of Dramatic Arts
and made my first profession-

“I HAVE been active in the
theater ever since. I did sev-
eral plays in New York for
the next few years and in

Veteran of 50 years stage!1924 became associated with
) mmrrmEarees== {he Provincetown Players.”

’

e

o

It

Other theatrical person-
ages who were pioneers with
this group were IKenneth
|McGowan, Robert Edmund
Jones and Eugene O’'Neill.

According to Walter, “The
Provincetown Players and the
Greenwich Village Play-
house were the *“pot that

the time to boil” |~

studied at the American

brought all the great talent of -

WALTER ABEL

“WE HAD some greatimake a lot of money but We|then all the rage and had

times in those days. We didn’t|were doing creative work . . .

ENTERTAINMENT St

‘1
1
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Bigpatch . 7
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|

]things we enjoyed doing.
“And, talk about your mor-
al revolution "of today. It

doesn’t begin to compare

tor ‘was not too perturbed§
about the demise of morality. |

A student of Greek philoso-|
phers, he is currently appear-i -
ing in Washington D.C. doing
a series of dramatic readings’
from Plato for the Smithso-
nian:Institute.

“One has but to be familiar|
with Plato or Aristotle to
realize that what we are wit-
ressing today is not really
new. Probably a different
form of revolt, yes . .. but
new? Not at all.”

AT THE HEIGHT of the
depression, he left the stage
to go to Hollywood. “We all
went,” he said, “actors, writ-
ers, producers, It was a mass
exodus. Talking pictures were

really come into their own.
And that’s where the money
was.

“And it was exciting to ven-
ture into a new medium.

with tlie revolt against puri-|Some of us succeeded, some |

tanism that took place in the

didn’t. And many who suc-!

'20s. That was a domestic up-|ceeded, financially, weren’t|

heaval unlike anything ever
seen before in America.

_ “The change in attitude to-

|day has been coming on grad-

ually since World War II and
isn’t really too unexpected.
But the change in the stand-

‘ard of living in the 1920s was,

sudden, abrupt.”

IN SPEAKING of the atti-
tude of the younger genera-

ﬁ(?l‘lwo‘f tq»di'iymtrhe veteran ac-

|well-known performer has

e . g N S T

Dtterbein
.; GueS"' ‘S ;
| V_éry Able‘\

Tickets for the March 7-8-9¢
Otterbein College Thgatri :
production of «rhe Crucible”|
‘are now on sale. For reserva-\
‘tions phone the Cowan Box
'Office, 882-3601, betwyeen 1
land 4 p.m. . o

The Otterbein show will
star this year’s professional

guest artist, Walter Abel_,' as|-
self-righteous, |

the vengeful,
venal Judge Danforth.

As the overbearing
pre-

e witcheraft
hur Miller’s
Abel
\must project a harsh, aveng-|
| g and unrelenting -magis;
itrate, extremely jealous of hlSE

\deputy-governor  Who
‘cides over th
itrials in Art ,
‘award-winning play,

\in

'authority.

- "
 That he is capable of por-:
cingly a char-\
osite of his own’
is a credit to.
l‘ s almost 50 years of
P ce. With a ca-

i ich began in 1919 and
reer whic g essfully the

¢reen and|
'TV, Abel is @ well-known and

traying convin
lacter so OPP
| personality

' stage experience.

has spanned suce
media of stage,

OTTERBEIN SLATES DRAMA
.Greg Sabatino, Teri Hiatt and Stephani i
> ) phanie Lewis a
shown in re'hearsal'for “The Crucible,” which Otterbefr‘:
College Theater will present.in Cowan Hall March 7
8, 9 at 8:15 p.m. Walter Abel will be featured as pro:
fesm_onal guest artist in the Arthur Miller drama.

“Crucible’
‘Cast Chosen

b A A

Opening Night

For 'Crucible’

The Otterbein College
Theater will open a three-
night «un of Arthur Mil-
ler’s ,“The. Crucible”

1‘3 e ° q
‘At Otterbein
¢ Otterbein College Theater‘i
‘has “announced ‘the all-stu-;
‘dent cast for-the March 7-8-9 ;
'production ~ of “The Cruci-!
‘ble,” to be presented at
'Cowan Hall starring guest ' Cowan Hall
iartist Walter Abel as the | The Se‘ven.th/ consecu-
{overbearing deputy-gov- . tive guest artist produc-
ternor who presides over the . " tion, this year's show will
ltrial' ’ ' , feature guest star Walter
‘" Leading roles will be play-| ~ Abel in the role of Judge.
ed by Greg Sabatino, Tori Danforth who presides
| Hiatt, Stephanie Lewis, James. over the reenactment of
''Granger, Michael Metzel, and
‘Li Grznar.
;,an)dt?lers in, the large cast
.include Rusty Bolin, -John
iWaddingham, Debbie Bow-
iman, Pat Spreng, Linda Du-
'ggan, Ed Vaughan, Ma_ry Fur-
‘niss, Larry Evans, Rita Sel-
‘lers, Dennis Romer, Glenn
‘pPlum, Pam Stine and Linda
Sharpless.

‘trials. .
Tickets may be re-

served by calling 882-

3601. - :

Thursday at 8:15 p.m. in .

'the 1692 ‘Salem witch

too successful in their person-|
al lives. {
“But, bhelieve it or. not,}
great financial success is hard,
to cope with. Sometimes, as I
look back and compare the
exaggerated life that we lived:
there to the one I live now,
it’s as though I spent several
years in a complete vacuuni.

“YQU HAVE to have your|
feet on. pretty solid ground
not to let it go to your head.”

Considering that he is a
successful husband, father
and grandfather of long
standing and in view of his
|not inconsiderable status :asj
Istar in over 80 films, it would|
seem safe to assume.that the

Ikept his feet firmly planted
on the ground. ‘

“Otterbein Presents
Stark Miller Drama

The -March 7-9 production
by the Otterbein College
Theatre has been described
as one of the most contro-
versial plays of our time.. The
play is the “Crucible” by
Pulitzer Prize winner Arthur
‘Miller, and is a drama of the
‘historic witchcraft trials in
Salem, Massachusetts, In

1692.

“The Crucible” opened in
New York in 1933 and was
greeted by a n}ass’we ovation
.on its opening night, which
included 19 curtain calls at
the end. .

of great controversy because
it was impossible not to as-
sociate Miller’s story about a
mass hysteria in. 1692 with
the wuproar over political
heresies in the headlines of
the 1950’s. It was without
doubt the most talked-about
and argued-about play in
many seasons and won the
Antoinette Perry .Award as
the best play of the season.

Professional -guest :
Walter Abel will appear in
the Otterbein production of
«The Crucible” with a cast]|
of twenty-one college stu-!
dents. Tickets are now on!

The play becarr}g_agjvt_g@

artist|.

sale.

Tickets on Sale
| For Production

|Miller’s awar
“The Crucib]

| At Otterbein

The Cowan

| Theater produ

{

box office wiyy
for ticket sal;gsl
€in Colle ge
ction of Arthur’
d-winning play,|
e’,, tO be'pre_

sented March 7,8 9 at 8:15

g.m.‘ ’

uch lauded performer, an
Ir?as made a number of other
college ‘and university guest

artist appearances.



Famed Star
Will Guest
At College

‘Walter Abel will star as
professional guest artist in
Otterbein College Theater’s
" town and gown production of
. “The Crucible,” to be pre-
- sented March 7-8-9 in. Cowan

. on sale Monday.

- The ‘play, by Pulitzer

.- Prize-winner Arthur Miller, is
) a dramatic account of the his-

toric witcheraft trials in Sa-

lem, Mass. in 1692.

in New York in 1953 and was

. the end.

- The play became an item of
~ great interest not only be-
/. cause it was the first new
., work by the author of the un-
"| forgettable “Death of a Sales-
man,” but also the subject of

i the theme.

Walter Abel

] mass hystena

" Hall Auditorium. Tickets go

“THE CRUCIBLE” opened|
greeted by a massive ovation}

on its opening night, which| -
included 19 curtain- calls aty

‘. great controversy because of|

It was 1mp0551b1e not to as-{'.
+ sociate Miller’s story about}'

the 'uproar over polmcal her-| .
esies in the headlines of the -
1950’s.

IT WAS without doubt the| .
most talked-about and}-
argued-about play in years,|
and won the Antoinette Perry|
Award as the best play of the |’
season. ) -

Miller has declared that ev-| " .
ery one of the 22 characters| i
in his play had a similar role| '
in the terrible episodes of|.” -
1692 in Salem when 19 per-}
sons were hanged as witches|.
on the hearsay of hysterxcal
accusers "

| College Agam
Imports Star

* drama, “The Crucible.”

. major stage shows and four

“the Cowan Box Office.

Seasoni tickets for the four|

. foreign films are currently on{
‘sale. For reservations phone|"

The Otterbein College} ..

Z Theater will bring a profes-| .-
‘sional guest artist to Wester-|:
“ville for the seventh consecu-|. - . -
“itive year to the March 7-8-9) -~ - =
. ~production of Arthur Miller’s|: -

IGB (.Lnlnmhug Empatrh B FR!‘ MARCH 8

1968 -

" VIEW AND REV

IEW

«Crucible’ Stunnmg

By JTM McCAFFERTY

Entertainment Editor

‘ Otterbein College Theater’s
. 200th production, a -stunning
revival of Arthur Miller's
tragic drama, “The Crucible,”
opened a three-performance
run Thursday in Cowan Hall
~and left its audience -as emo-
tionally drained as it was
physically exhausted. i
g Miller’'s tautly detailed
- probe into the infamous
witchgraft trials in Salem,
.~ Mass. in 1692 is a long play.
“.. Its two acts take more than
three hours.

BUT BY THE time the
viewer begins to be aware
of his weariness. his sense
of involvement has become
so great that he can merely
acknowledge discomfort and
accept it.

Ordinerily. this is Otter-
bein’s annual town-and-gown
preduction, wherein towns-

" ipeople and students are se-

lected in open casting to work
with a guest artist of major
stature.

This year, however, direc-
tor Charles Dodrill chose to

“TP[E CRUCIB’LE”'
" At Cowan Hall

Otterbein College Theater oroduchon of |-
a play by Arthur Miller. ' Directed by
Charles Dodrill. Design and fechnical direc-
tion by Fred Thayer,

Characters
Retty Parris Lo
Reverend Samuel Parris ..

Players

Tituba Pam  Stine i
Abigail  Williams Stephanie Lewis| .. |
Susanna  Wallcott S Pat  Spreng

Mrs.  Ann_ Putpam ...
Thomas  Put1am
tercy Lewis
Mary Warren
John Proctor ..
Rebecca  Nurse
\zlles Corey

...... Debbie Bowman |
"""" Rita  Sellers|.
....... Russell * Bolin
“everend John Hale .. ...

Flizab=th Proctor

Francis Nurse .............. Larry Evans|

Ezekie: (heever .  Dennis Romer

John Willard Glenn Plumj -

Judge Hathorne John Waddingham
Walter - Abel

Deputy-Governor Danfo rth

Sarah  Good inda  Sharpless

| WALTER ABEL

~ witcheraft trials in 1692.

GUEST ARTIST: |.
AT OTTERBEIN
“The Crucible,” with
professional guest artist
Walter Abel, opens a
three-night run at 8:15
p.m. Thursday in Cowan
Hall as the seventh con-
secutive guest artist
production by Otterbein Lo
College Theater. “The | '
Crucible” recreates- the ||~ @
horror - of ‘the Salem

go with his students in every

" role except the one assumed

'S39)213 9213 103 pied ‘('] Juasaid sjuapnjg

"99313§ 37eIS "N 0C ‘AI[amaf S,UdSUSl 1E I[qEI[EAE OS[e S}a)OLL N :

*20uJ0 xoa TleH uemoD ayj je dojs 10 ‘Afrep "w-d § o3 | woij [O9E-Z8E 2uoyd suommasa: 104 . PRI
0S'T$ S188S paA1asay : S

‘wrd ST:8 “TIVH NVAOD

8961 ‘6-8-L HOHVIN
BLINRM S | ‘-s.mql
YITTIW lnl-H.IlV

| g4

sjuasaid

AL % u3312g ‘a3els

quojueq aspnfn St

1°q9y 42110 M

Jo 1838

by the visiting dignitary.

The, unity of ensemble ef

‘|fectivéness cannot but: have
..+ |provided the individual per:}.
/|former with an experience to} = |
" |treasure for the rest’of his

life, and that memory may bef-
safely enshrined in the sure||-
and certain conv1ct10n that |-
the same factors have afford-
ed an audience a profound|
evening in the theater.

This is not to imply that the
~ performance was perfect and

without flaw, but the irony

Y was that the muffed lines and|

ioccasional hesitancies so con- |-

" sistently occurred in the right
~places that the human ele-

ment in portrayed confusion
was rather enhanced than di-

‘- minished. Few were guiltless,

but none need japologize.
GUEST STAR Walter Abel,
for example, displayed just|.

‘enough uncertainty.as the su-

preme judge brought in to
preside after the trials had
gotten hopelessly out of hand,
to be dreadfully convincing in
the role of a man who must

_|rely on false flourishes and|"

vocal thunder to properly
dominate strangers.

Greg Sabatino, who

_achieved stellar stature in the

monumental role of the vic-

- timized farmer, turned mo-| .

ments of bumbling inflection
into rare and welcome come-

Ty 1173 1A 1111t vmer A ATt

Linda Duaar ..~
Michael Metzel |~

Mary. Furniss| "~ !
Ed :Vaughanf| :

linde Grznar| = |
Greg' Sabatino|.-

Jim Granger§ . |
....... Teri Hiatth

o1 IT WAS a gamble, especial-| .
- {ly in a work of such stagger-j- -
~iing proportions, but Dodrill| -
- |has won and the results are

lalmost incredible.




e 3601,

It was 1mpossible not to as-
sociate Miller's story about

Walter Abel

T AR b

[_M‘
Openmg nghf
- For 'Crucible’ -
The Otterbein’ College
Theater will open a three-
night run of Arthur Mil-
ler’'s “The ‘Crucible”
Thursday at 8:15 p.m. in
Cowan Hall.
_The seventh consecu-
-tive guest artist produc-
tion, this‘year’s show will
feature guest star Walter
Abel in the role of Judge
Danforth who presides
over the reenactment of
the 1692 Salem witch
trials.
Tickets may be re-
served by calhng 882-

the Cowan Box Office.

. e . o R 101IC5510nal guest arust AL,
ale. For reservati hone 5 P
e tions p Walter Abel, opens a DSTR

three-night run at 8:15
p.m. Thursday in Cowan
Hall as the seventh con-
secutive guest artist
production by Otterbein
College Theater. “The
, Crucible” recreates the
.~ = horror - of the Salem
a ~ witcheraft trials in 1692..

T
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Otterbein College Theatre

Westerville, Ohio 43081

presents

THE

ARTHUR MILLER

Thurs., Fri., Sat.
MARCH 7-8-9, 1968
COWAN HALL, 8:15 p.m.
Reserved Seats $1.50
For reservations phone 882-3601 from 1 to 4 p.m. daily, or stop at the Cowan Hall Box Office.

Tickets also available at Jensen’s Jewelry, 20 N. State Street.
Students present I.D. card for free tickets.

Walter Abel

Star of Stage, Screen & TV
as ‘‘Judge Danforth”’

plUVﬁU\‘l LT TIIUIVIUUar por
former with an experience to
treasure for the rest of his
life, and that memory may be
safely enshrined in the sure

“land certain conviction that

the same factors have afford-
ed an audience a profound
evening in the theater.

This is not to imply that the
performance was perfect and
without flaw, but the irony

was that the muffed lines and|
‘|oceasional hesitancies so con-

-_|sistently occurred in the right

‘{places that the human ele-
~|ment in portrayed confusion
.|was rather enhanced than di-

~ |minished. Few were guiltless,

‘|but none need 2apologize.

GUEST STAR Walter Abel,

- ~|for example, displayed just

" . |preme judge brought in tol -
ipreside after the .trials had| ' :
2=l gotten hopelessly out of hand,| -
© . |to be dreadfully convincing in |

“Ithe role of a man who must|
Arely on false flourishes and|:
‘{vocal thunder to properly| .

enough-uncertainty.as the su-

" |dominate strangers.

+{ Greg Sabatino, who
-:|achieved stellar staturein the| -

monumental role of the vic-

- “|timized farmer, turned mo-|- !
. 4ments of bumbling.inflection| "
“+linto rare and welcome come-|
- |dy while running the gamut|- °
~{of virtnally every demand, 1
" |that can be levied against an|
“|actor. His was a casting: of|
Jpure genius on. anybod Fs|

1 stage. =
His wife, the mnocent'soul .

- | whose honesty ended in dis-

" |aster, was played with drama|:
“lland poignancy by Teri. Hiatt_|
/|If these stwo performances| -

offer, it would be well worth
“lthe seeing.:

‘|who contributed mightily in-
‘lcluded Stephanie Lewis* as
1the siren whose vengeful de-
1sire sparked the proceedings
{and fanned them to infamys;|
‘|Linda Grznar, whose whining|- -
-|hysteria provided the perfect| -
_|foil;-and Jim Granger, as the|"
‘| stiff-necked minister whose| -

alone were all,the play. had to!. ?

OTHERS in the large cast

¢ |devotion to doctrine blinded

. |his basic humanism until it
iwas too late. :
:| Everyone else, without ex-|
‘ception, deserves. praise for|

“lhis* work. Costumes were
-lespecially effective and

looked. authentic. The set, ¢
while simple, added to the|’
‘| sense of starkness and relent-| .-

' 1essness




| Guest
Arrives

. Professional Guest Artist,|:
1Walter Abel, arrived in West-| *~
+lerville Tast Wednesday to| -
.. begin rehearsals with the 21} -
“imem b er Otterbein College| -
- ./Theatre cast of students|’
- //scheduled to present “Thej
s |Crucible” in Cowan Audito-|
-lrium Thursday - through|.
"'|Saturday, March 7-9. '
. 71 Tickets for the show. are| :
~.|currently” on sale at the| -
{Cowan Box Office, 882-3601,}
~“lfrom 1 to 4 p.m. weekdays. [~
2| A dramatic tale of the his-|-
" |toric whitchcraft trials in
. |Salem, Mass., in 1692, “The
" |Crucible” won the Pulitzer
- |Prize for author Authur
* .| Miller. )
In the Otterbein produc
“{tion Greg Sabatino will have] . - -
-{the leading role of a colonial} .. . .~
farmer whose stubborn de-|-

At Cowan Hall March7 8 9

Guest Artist, Students
‘Rehearse "The Crucible”

Professional guestartist, Wal=
ter Abel, arrived in Westerville
yesterday morning to begin re=
hearsals with the 21 member
Otterbein College Theatre cast of
students scheduled to present
¢The Crucible?” in Cowan Audi=
torium Thursday through Satur=
day, March 7=8=9,

Tickets for the show are cur=

‘rently on sale at the Cowan Box

Office, 882-3601, from 1 to 4
p.m, weekdays, and at Jensen’s
Jewelry,

A dramatic tale of the historic
witcheraft trials inSalem, Mass.,
in 1692, ¢“The Crucible’’ won the

Pulitzer Prize for author Ar-
thur Miller, The Otterbein pro=
duction will feature Greg Sabatino
in the leading role of a colonial
farmer whose stubborn demand
for justice during the mass hy=
steria of the witch hunts arous=
ed the hostility of the bigoted
persecutors who, to justify them=
selves, had to exclude any evi=
dence that ran counter to their
own accusations and to condemn
to be hanged anyone who raised
a voice in opposition, .

Teri Hiatt will be seen as the
farmer’s wife, irresponsibly ac=
cused of witchcraft by a wanton

Amand for justice during thej. ".1," ‘/

mass hysteria of the witch

RS, L35, 1988

c,nmmhus «Btﬁpairh 354

“thunts aroused the hostility
~~tof the bigoted persecutors
who excluded any evidence| " . = |
in the tirals that ran counter| ;-
to their own accusations and|. =
condemned - to -be hanged
everyone who raised a voice |
in opposition. .

1 Guest Artist Abel will ap-|:. -
~-ipear as the self-righteous,{ .. "
“|vengeful ‘deputy-governor of| .
".'the Massachusetts colony who

.. Slates Tryouts
| In Cowan Hall
| Director. Charles W. Dod-
-7 ‘rill announced today that the

..~ Otterbein College Theater|a Professional Guest Artist.
" will hold tryouts for its ver-|Production dates are set for
. sion of Arthur Mlller s The March 7-8-9. ‘

: Crucible,” Sunday, Feb*ruary
College Theater oot 150 and gt 730 P L
in” Cowan Auditorium. SR

Several male and female|
roles are available. Only per-|
sons over thirty years of age| -
are asked to audition.

The show will also feature

presides over the trials.

Veteran Actor Abel Prefers
Sfage Work Over Movies, TV

By BETTY DeBOLD

. Citizen-Journal Staff Writer

Walter Abel is an actor of the old school.

That is to say, he knows his craft inside out — from
Euripides to Neil Simon — and he’s not the least above
being hammy.

As handsome a character actor as leading man — now
sporting wisping gray hair and frost on his famous mous-

. tache — Abel uses Victorian sentence structures, has a

resonant, stentorian delivery that seems to rise from his

girl =- to be played by Stephanie
Lewis == who hopes that with the
wife out of the way, she can have
the farmer’s affections for her=
self,

Walter Abel will appear as the
self-righteous, vengeful deputy=
governor of the Massachusetts
colony who presides over the tri=
als , Other major roles include
Michael Metzel as an obsequ=
jous minister willing to send to

‘the gallows for witchery anyone

who opposes him;

Linda Granar as an intimida=
ted servant girl who renegsonher

. testimony at the trial, only to

return to her wild charges under
pressure of fear; James Granger
as a clergyman who is horrified
by the hatreds and injustices
that blaze up at the trials,

Others in the castinclude Rus-

ty Bolin as Giles Correy; John
Waddingham as Judge Hathorne;
Debbie Bowman, Pat Spreng, and
Linda Dugan as frightened scho=
olgirls; Ed Vaughan and Mary
Furniss as the richest Salem
" landholders, the Putmans; Larry
Evans and Rita Sellers as Fran=
cis and Rebecca, Hurse who re=
fuse to capitulate and confess to
lies; Dennis Romer and Glenn
Plum as clerk and deputy; Pam
Stine as the slave from Barbae
dos who starts it all; and Linda
Sharpless as the pipe-smoking
Sarah Good,

Because paralleliams between

the days of Salem and the relent= |

less investigations of our own
1950’s were almost inescapable,
¢The Crucible” aroused a storm
of controversy when it was first
produced in New York, Despite,
or perhaps because of the up
roars that swirled about its pre=
sentation, this melodramatic re=
velation of the technique of witch=
hunts achieved a run of nearly
six months, Playwrite Miller

drew his story for '¢‘The Crue |

cible?? from the letters, the tri=
al ‘records, and:‘certaintracts
written at the time, which are
still in the archives of Salem,

In “Crucible” Cast

Greg Sabatino as John Proctor is caught between his
wife, Teri Hiatt, and the girl who accuses her of witch-
craft Stephanl_e Lewis, when the Otterbein College
Theatre presents Arthur Miller's drama of the Salem

witch trials, “The Crucible”,

March 7-8-9 in Cowan Hall.

Curtain times for the show, which features professional
guest artist Walter Abel as the Judge, are 8 15 p m.

-

'"Town And Gown'
Trvouts Slated




who excluded any eviaeince|
in the tirals that ran counter| ' |
to their own accusations and|.
condemned to be hanged
everyone who raised a voice
in opposition. *

Guest Artist Abel will ap-
pear as the self-righteous,
vengeful deputy-governor of
the Massachusetts colony who
{presides over the trials.

Slates Tryouts
In Cowan Hall

Director Charles W. Dod-
rill announced today that the
Otterbein

will hold tryouts for its yver-
sion of Arthur Miller’s “The

in” Cowan Auditorium. »
Several male and female
roles are available. Only per-
sons over thirty years of age;
are asked to audition.
The show will also feature
a Professional Guest Artist.
Production dates are set for|
March-7-8-9.

College Theater

S

I —

-,'.

Vetercm Actor Abel Prefers
Sfage Work Over Movies, TV

By BETTY DeBOLD

" Citizen-Journal Staff Writer

Walter Abel is an actor of the old school.

That is to say, he knows his craft inside out — from
Euripides to Neil Simon — and he’s not the least above
being hammy

As handsome a character actor as leading man — now
sporting wisping gray hair and frost on his famous mous-
tache — Abel uses Victorian sentence structures, has a
resonant, stentorian delivery that seems to rise from his
shoe polish, and frequently exclaims “Ohmigawd!”

THE MOCK despair is occasioned by the task facing
him as artist in residence at Otterbein College. Just ar-
rived last Wednesday, he’ll appear in a campus production
of Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible” this Thursday, Friday
and Saturday. (“God help us.”) .

One of three pillows from the king-size bed in hls
suite at a Howard Johnson’s. motel has been thrown onto
an emperior-length sofa, and Abel uses it “like a psychi-
atrist’s couch” to “hammer this play” about the Salem
witchhunts into his consciouness.

“IT’S AN AWFUL PART, the judge . .. this judge who
condemned the witches.- A bit like playing a district attor-
ney. I once did 10 district attorneys in a row, but that was

| in pictures, which are considerably easier.

“T wanted to do this particular play, no matter what

the part, because it’s the most stunning piece of dramatur- -

gy I've ever encountered. Miller’s construction is fantastl-
cally subtle.”

ABEL WON'T SAY HOW lond he's been in show

| business, but it's been longer than hlS most recent mar-
| riage. “My wife is a harpist. We have separate careers, but
| she’d be here with me except I need solitude to absorb

all this. We have a very comfortable marriage . . . not a
matter of endurance at all. Endurance is easy. Comfort is
harder to come bhy.”

Also a gentleman of the old school, he refuses to say
which of the leading ladies in the approximately 80 movies
he’s essayed is his “favorite.” v

ABLE LEFT CALIFORNIA right after the war and
“\went back to God’s city, New York” because “Hollywood
was finished ... 1S finished. The old Hollywood, that is.
It’s a sad place. I haven’t gone back since I did ‘Raintree
County’ some years ago. It ‘was awful, by the way.”

REFUSING TO WATCH his own old movies on televi-
sion' — “I can’t stand that fatuous leading man, and he’s a
reminder I'm no longer young”
medium himself,

“I did some of the very first television. I particﬁlar-

1y recall domg ‘Gashght’ w1th Betty Fleld m 1948. The

TG

— Abel tried the live

Abel,
Howard Johnson's

Walter star of stage, screen,- television and

(Photo by Dick Garrett)

medium was still absolutely prumtlve They had a sta-
tionary camera and incandescent lights.

“MIGAWD, HAVE YOU any idea how hot that was”
I've done more recent TV too. Incredible w0rk Tele-
vision’s like movies now, only more gruesome.” :

Eventually’ Able returned to the stage and is now
president of ANTA, American National Theater Academy

“TO GET ON THE boards, to be up there for three '
hours,” he mused, “that’s real actmﬂ” B

“Pictures belong to the director; you never know how
or where they'll cut. Buf in the theater bang! there it allis "%
and there you are. You're not facing a glass eye, as you do
in a studio. You can see the white's of. people s eyes ce. Ut
and that’s precisely the way I want it

In "CrUC|b|e” Cast :

Greg Sabatino as John Proctor is caught between h|s
wife, Teri Hiatt, and the girl who accuses her of witch- |
craft, Stephanie Lewis, when the Otterbein College
Theatre presents Arthur Miller’s drama of the Salem
witch trials, *“The Crucible’’, March 7-8-9 in Cowan Hall.
Curtain times for the show, which features professional
guest artist Walter Abel as the Judge, are 8:15 p. m. ¢

" Theatre will hold tryouts for :
_.lits “town and gown” version: -
“lof Arthur Miller’s “The Cru-
cible” Sunday, Feb. 4, at 1:30 :
<Jand-at 7:30 p.m.
|Auditorium; according to an;
‘lannouncement
“|Charles Dodrill. ¢

i roles are available for “town” ~
.. |cast members. Only persons
+“lover thirty years of age are.

"Town And Gown' | peds
Tryouts Slated LA
The Otterbein College: '

in Cowan ¢

by directo

- Several male and female '

J|asked " to audition.

[Tryouts For
| The Crucible
5Februury 4

. The Otterbein College Theatre .
will hold tryouts for its ¢stown i
and gown? version of Arthur Mil= ;|
ler’s “The Crucible” Sunday, !
February 4, at 1:30 and at 7:30:
p.m. in Cowan Auditorium, 3

q

Several male and female roles
are available for «town’® cast ;
members, .Only persons OvVer j
thirty years of age are asked to
audition, B

The show wm also feature a2/, i
Professional Guest Artist Pro=: §
duction dates are set for March: J
7-8-9, * , 1

Sl




If I had a son or daughy
2sted - “theater” on a
level I would rather see
rolled at Otterbein - College ‘than
any other college or umver51ty in
the Central Ohio area. And might
I add that this statement is bcmg
made by an O.S.U. graduate

O,ttgrbem has a theater depart-
ment pulsating with excitement and
vigor, due in largqjj)art to the lead-
ership. of Dr. Cﬁ'les Dodrill, Keen
mterest in theater:-i lS not’ only shown
by students majoring”, m thlS area
but also by ‘students in: “other fields.

One - factor responsible: “for- this’
studen; mterest, 1s the yearly VISlt‘
by a- professwnal acton: or“ actress

members of the cast!’ Not only a
once in a lifetime chance for some
of them to work with a profession-
al, to appear on-stage with them,
to learn from them, to  observe "
‘these professionals at- their daily
job, but also ‘a chance to mieet and
'talk with' thermi off stage, to -ask
questions; to get to ‘know them as
‘mdnuduals—as well as actors or
‘actresses

| “The Crucible” Wthh opened in
INew York in' the early 1950’s. was
‘greeted” by a" massive ovation on
its" opening night culminating in ‘19
-curtain “calls, The play produced’
"mu'ch'controversy, as it was impos-
sible not to associate Miller’s story
‘about a- mass hysteria in 1692 with
the uproar over political :heresies
in the headlines of ‘the 1950’s, While
thé 1950’s are now also. -part of
our ‘Amierican-history there is much
that can still he learned from the
'dramatic tale of the historic witch-
craft trials in Salem, Massachu-
setts, -/ LT :

The production, with: guest star
‘Walter ‘Abel, may be seen March
7, 8 and 9th in the Cowan Hall
Audltormm on the Otterbein cam-,
pus i Westervﬂle at 8:15 p.m.

Tlckets may be reserved by calling
\882 3601 from 1 to 4 p.m. I'll be
looking. for you in the audience..

production.

(urmn (all ég  han iz W

“The Crucxble guest star pro-
duction of sthe . .Otterbein College
Theate1 presenfgfd last ; week: end
(in Westervﬂle was, w1thout reserva-
tion the finest collegxate productxon
‘this writer has ever seen ‘
" An excepnonally strong# student
cast was. not overshadowed by
guest star Walter Abel, Dbut’ instead
the cast helped " to. strengthen his
fine performance.- ‘

The 'real “star-of the ‘shaw was
Greg- Sabatmo as John Proctor.
He - played ai dxﬁflcult role with. a
maturlty and’ depth of: understand-

ing that.was’ Spell ‘
audlence Mr Sah oL

theater: - audlences,
‘Other outstandm

gall

Dodr:ll the ‘shox tqr, for his-
forceful and. beau.h 1y balanced

Winrsdsy, §rerch 14, 1068
[”l' t a”’ {”Il ég/ Jean Jdnn mauer

T SR
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The Morning After...

"The Crucible’ Is Ready And Abel

By GENE GERRARD
Citizen-Journal Staff Critic

With a generous burst of confidence, Charles Dodrill
started his dress rehearsal for Arthur Miller’s “The
Crucible” on time—promptly at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
night. T

Having served an apprenticeship on the:- working
side of the footlights (before going over
to the enemy), I remembered it was
practically unheard of that a final re-
hearsal should begin as scheduled.

So I resisted the temptation to play
Russian roulette with loaded traffic on
I-71 in order to make the scene in
Cowan Hall on time. I figured if I got
there a half hour late, I'd still be early.
Not so. I was six minutes late.

I ALSO SHOULD have recalled that
old pros like Dodrill are always pre-
pared; that they leave very.little to
chance. That’s why his contribution to the growth of
interest in theater at Otterbein is inestimable.

Then I shouldn’t have been at all surprised that the
dress rehearsal was as smooth as most opening nights.
There was no last minute setting of lights; the set was
finished; costumes were complete and, miracle of

Gerrard

miracles, there were no short tempers or long faces.
Dodrill himself was as calm as the proverbial cucumber.

ON STAGE MILLER’S stark dramatization of the
Salem witch hunts at the end of the 17th century, un-
folded like the wings of a great, black bird of prey.

Dodrill is fortunate in that he has several rather

remarkable young actors playing key roles, in addition’

to the authoritative presence of guest artist Walter Abel.
Abel is able to indeed.

PARTICULARLY IMPRESSIVE are Jim Grauger,
Greg Sabatino, Teri Hiatt, Pam Stine, Stephanie Lewis
and Linda Grznar.

Although Abel hasn’t had the advantage of an in-
tensive rehearsal period, there was every indication that
he would have a steel-like grip on Deputy-Governor Dan-
forth by opening night Thursday.

EVEN SO, HE DOMINATED every scene in which
he appeared with quiet dignity and the kind of supreme
confidence which come only after years of mellowing in
the theater. ’

I was also very pleased to learn that Otterbein is
planning a second year of operation for its summer
theater, beginning June 25 and continuing through July
27. Their inaugural season played to nearly 85 per cent
of capacity for the five productions.
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VIEW AND REVIEW

By JIM McCAFFERTY
Entertainment Editor

Otterbein Coliege Theater’s

© 200th production, a stunning

revival of Arthur Miiler’s
tragic drama, “The Crucible,”
opened a three-performance
run Thursday in Cowan Hall
and left its audience as emo-
tionally drained as it was
physically exhausted.

Miller’s tautly detailed
probe info the infamous
witch#raft trials in Salem,
Mass. in 1692 is a long play.
Its two acts take miore than
three hours.

BUT BY THE time thej=———=

viewer begins to be aware
of his weariness, his sense
of involvement has become
so great that he can merely|¢
acknowledge discomfort and
accept it.

Ordinarily, this is Otter-
bein's annual town-and-gown
production, wherein towns-
people and students are se-
lected in open casting to work
with a guest artist of major
stature.

This year, however, direc-
tor Charles Dodrill chose to
go with his students in every

“THE CRUC!BLE”
At Cowan Hall

Otterbein College Theater production of

play by Artnur Miller. Directed by
Charles Dodrill. Design and technical direc-
tion by Fred Thaver.

Characters Players
Betty Parris Linda Duganr
Reverend Samuel Parris .. Michael Metzel
Titub e Pam Stine
Ablqall ‘Williams .. ... Stephanie Lewis
Susanna Wailcott Pat Spreng
Mrs.  Ann_ Putnam . Mary Furniss
Thomas Putiam Ed Vaughan

" Debbie Bowman
Linda Grznar

Mercy Lewis ...
Mary Warren ...
John Proctor
Rebecca  Nurse
Giles Corey . .
Reverend John Hale .
Elizabeth Proctor ...
Francis Nurse .............. Larry Evans
Ezekiel Cheever Dennis  Romer
John  Willard Glenn Plum
Judge Hathorne John Waddingham
Deputy-Governor Danforth Walter Abel
SaraheGood ............ Linda Sharpiess

Lol dim Granger
..... Teri Hiatt

role except the one assumed
by the visiting dignitary.

IT WAS a gamble, especial-
ly in a work of such stagger-
ing proportions, but Dodrill
has won and the results are
almost incredible.

The unity of ensembie ef-
fectiveness cannot but have
provided the individual per-
former with an experience to
treasure for the rest of his

safely enshrined‘in the sure
and certain conviction that
the same factors have afford-
ed an audience a profound
evening in the theater.

without flaw, but the irony
was that the muffed lines and
occasional hesitancies so con-
sistently occurred in the right
places that the human ele-
ment in portrayed confusion
was rather enhanced than di-
minished. Few were guiltless,

but none need apologize.

life, and that memory may be:

| This is not to imply that the;
performance was perfect and

GUEST STAR Walter Abel,
for example, displayed just
enough uncertainty as the su-
preme judge broucht in to
preside after the trials had
gotten hopelessly out of hand,
to be dreadfully convincing in
the role of a man who must
rely on false flourishes and
vocal thunder to properiy
dominate strangers.

Greg Sabatino, who
achieved stellar stature in the
monumental role of the vic-
timized farmer, turned mo-
ments of bumbling inflection
into rare and welcome come-
dy while running the gamut
of virtually every demand
that can be levied against an
actor., His was a casting of
pure , genius on anybody’s
stage.

His wife, the innocent soul
whose honesty ended in dis-
aster, was played with drama
and poignancy by Teri Hiatt.
If these two performances
alone were all the play had {o
offer, it would be well worth
the seeing.

OTHERS in the large cast
who contributed mightily in-
cluded Stephanie Lewis as
the siren whose vengefui de-
sire sparked the proceedings
and fanned them to infamy:
Linda Grznar. whose whining}
hysteria provided the perfect
foil: and Jim Granger, as theil
stiff-necked minister- whose
devotion to doctrine blinded
his basic humanism until it
was too late.

Everyone else, without ex-
ception, deserves praise for
his work., Costumes were
especially effective and
looked authentic. The set,
while simple, added to 1be

Isense of starkness and relent-

lessness.
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by ARTHUR MILLER
n Thurs., Fri., Sat. v s .
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as “Judge, Danfqrth" COWAN HALL, 8:15 p-m. DEATIE S R c o |

Reserved Seats $1.50
For reservations phone 882-3601 from 1 to 4 p.m. daily, or stop at the Cowan Hall Box Office.
Tickets also available at Jensen’s Jewelry, 20 N. State Street. , T
Students present I.D. card for free tickets. B Fren
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