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Sculptor, therapist, lect­

irer. These are not just acts 
:or Albert Dekker. Though 
:1e is a widely experienced· 
actor, Dekker follows these 
:mrsuits outside the theater. 

He's in Columbus as guest 
Jrofessional for the Otterbein 
'.::allege Town and Gown play­
Jrs' production of Thornton 
Nilder's "Our Town." It runs 
11arch 9-11, at Cowan Hall. 

THIRTY-SIX years of act­
ng have en~iched Dekker's 
ife. But acting's a job. He 
aves to talk about his more 
;(enuine, less glittering life, 
m the world's stage. 

"A stroll down the street 
becomes an adv,enture for 
!me " he said. "because.·. I al-, ' 
'ways look for possibllities for 
my sculpture." )n his works, 
mostly small, roughitextured 
objects of alloy metal, may 
be seen . artfully disgl.lised 
coat hooks, sea shells, or 

. . 

· e,,:fheatre Attraction, 

ekKer uest Artist 
To Ill 

n 
Dekker will appear as the "stage 
manager" in Thornton Wilder's 
classic, "Our Town," scheduled 
for production March 9-11. 

Dekker joins a growing list of 
well-known theatre personalities 
who have appeared on the West-
1>rvme campus during the past 
six years, Hans Con:reid initiated 
the guest.artist program in 1962 
starring in 11 John Brown's Body" 
and has been followed by guest 
personalities Ed Begley, Arnold 
Moss, Kim Hunter and Viveca 
Lindfors. 
. A native of Brooklyn, New 

York, Mr. Dekker began his pro­
fessional career in 1927 and has 

The Otterbein College Theatre compiled a distinguished record 
announced today that actor-di- on Broadway, in Hollywood and 
rector Albert Deklter has been on the television screen. 
secured for the Theatre's sixth Among his numerous stage 
annual guest artist production. appearances, Dekker is perhaps 

.--. • -.-, ,-,- ,••,T -~--..,-

er eports. 1r1 

ealer' s Role 
shaken when I noticed the 
'gallstones' he supposedly re­
rp.oved from the p at i en t 
looked awfully like the drive­
way gravel," Dekker said. 

"Some spiritualists a~d 
faith healers, however, do 
seem to have uncanny powers. 
I wouldn't diseount them all," 
he said. "We all have ten­
cents worth of healer in us. 
Who's to say the other fellow I 
hasn't $1.25?" 

FOR HIS PART, he heLps 
multiple sclerosis patients to 
rehabilitate by teaching them 

· to swim, and giving them en­
couragement. 

At their home in New York 
City, he and his wife take 
pride in their two children. 
His daughter, graduated from 
Harvard, is now. studying in 
Yugoslavia. 

roduction 
best known for his portrayal of 
Willy Loman in "Death of a. 
Salesman." He has also done 
"Salesman" for both English and 
Canadian T:V. In' the. medium of 
U, S, Television, he has made 
six appearances on the Jack Paar 
show; played George Washington 
in "Valley Forge" and appeared 
in "MY Eyes Have a Cold Nose," , 
among others. 

His film credit$ include 
"Among the Living," "ca ss 
Timberlane," "Strange Cargo," 
"Dr. Cyclops," and the Duke of /' 
Norfolk role in ''Man of All Sea• · 
sons," 

Dekker will arrive in Wester• I 
ville, Saturday, February 25, to I 
begin rehearsals , for "Our . 
Town.'• The show will be produc0 

• 

ed with a "town and gown" cast 
of approximately thirty persons. f 

···~--. ---·-~ 

'!GUEST ST AR AND DIRECTOR 
]otterbein College Theater Director, Dr. Ohqrles 
eodrill, right, and professional guest artist Albert, 
pekker, discuss Dekker's role of Stage Manager in the· 
!March 9-10-11 Otterbein Theater production of "Our 
iTown." Curtain time is at 8:15 p.m. in Cowan Hall; 

STAGE, TV and screen 
credits include: "Grand Ho­
tel," "Death of a Salesman," 
and "Andersonville Trial." 
On TV he has been seen on 

WHILE ON A recent good- the JackPaar show, Rawhide. 
will tour in Vietnam, Dekker ". . . Everyone ha!i ten• and Mission Impossible. 
enjoyed doing bits from c e n t s w o r t h o f Movies include "Gentle-

even chicken bones. Albert Dekker )Auditorium. 

plays or reciting poetry to hea1ler .... " men's Agreement," "Sound 
the troops. and Fury," "East of Eden," 

I In th.e Philip.pines he be.- .. fo~:m surgeries without the "Suddenly. Las. t Summer," 
came fascinated with. a faith,)?{id of scalpel or anaesthesia. and "Man for ~11 Seaso?s." 
healer named Tony. Dekke~ He also lectures rn Amencan 

, was amazed to ~ee Tony µ..,>I "BU~_l\'I.Y confiden<~e was drama and poetry. . 

\ 
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Z.1 
W,$l'lir$"'i>iiirlii<;.;.'IT-;,g,,,,z;W,iWW,JxH'=a~t~~1!&;J!11,'.i,ifa;}li,%''i"'-ifr=,,=;;,;,i:,=,;;n;.x=,,=,,,f, en ce. Credit for s us tainin g 
m . ,::: the mood and spirit of the 

@ 'Ott b e c . t E play is due ,to a skillful :u er e1n as arns blending of acting talents 
\' and technical skills in a .,,,,, p • f '0 T , cohesive production. 
,,1 raise or ur OWfl FROM THE opening cur-
i,,,i "'"' tain wh~n ,guest artist A•lbert 

By ROBERT HORAN Dekker set 1Jhe pace as "stage 
Thornton Wilder's paean to Americana, "Our Town," manager" through the play's 

was re•visited Thursday night at Ottelibein College and found acts ~f "daily Hfe," ''love and 
. marriage" and "death," the, 

to be as heart:"'armmg a~ ever. audience w a s transported 
The nost. a'lgia and trmsms I College Th e a t e r players into a former, sirnp,Jer time 

of life in the horse-drawn era evoked a warm response spanning the years 1901 to 
as presented by the Otterbein I from an appreciative audi- 1913. 

-~--- In an u n u s u a l curtain 
. speech, D~.kker singled out di-

!I ,ecto~~~:~:::nRW:~~:ill as 
1 

Otterbein College Theater I 
Directed by Charles W. Dodrill; designer­

technical director Deenii Ferrioino. Assistant 
to the dire•ctor. Sharon Ruhlv. Sta~e 
manager, Lois Miiiler. Costumes by MfirY 
Harlan and Lois Mollencopf, co-charimen. 
House manager, Jim Bruce. Lighting by 
Alma lee Schmidt and Bi-11 Ahl, co-cha,ir­
men. Makeup by Gwendy Miles, chairmBn. 
Properties bv Jim A1rderson, cha•irman. 
Sound by Dick Andrews. Scenery by 
Speech 214 Class. Tickets, Marsha Shauck, 
cha·irman. Programs, Bonnie O'Leary chair· 
man. Publicity, Barb Immel, chaoirlJH.l.'n. 

Characters Pfavers 
Stage Manager . Albe,rt Dekker 
Or. Gibbs .. Dr. H. C. Holdren 
Joe Crowell . . John Waodi·ngham 
Howie Newsome . . . . . . . . . Mark Peters 
Mrs. Gibbs ..... Morgaret Tucker 

i,': 
·BEDROOM WINDOWS ~ Professional 
guest star Albert Dekker stands on the 

.i set of "Our Town" and gives instruction 
/ to two "young lovers." Greg Sabatino, 

a junior from Dayton, plays George, andl 
Mary Furniss, a sophomore from West-/ 
erville, plays Emily. (Dispatch Photo) ! 

Mrs. Webb . . . Jean Ann Weaver 
Georoe Gibbs . . . . Greg Sabatino 
Rebecca Gibb, . . Jennifer E11isworth 
Wally Webb . . Jeff Beachler 
Emily Webb . . ........ Mary Furniss 
Professor Willard . . . . . . . . Don Pars•isson 

~~m~ne~~ the baiconv' ·.·::. d~~~nthtgr!:~ 

CTOR INTERPRETS WILDER: 

'Enjoy Each Moment' 
Is 'Our .Town' Theme 
By ROBE·. RT HORAN I doesn't know what to do with 

Of The Dispatch Staff it?" 

Thornton Wilder was try-. 'l'HE P .RO FE S SIONA L 
big fo say: "If we learn to guest star for the production 
·ve and enjoy, each day, mo- manages a full life for him­

ent by moment, we will se~ when not engaged in his 
ind up with a full life, actmg. profes~ion .. , . , . 

ather than waiting to retire He 1s a sculptor of the mod~ 
nd die in Florida." . erµ school and also <l,.evotes 

" This· is the evaluation of time lC! a,dJnin_i_~t£.!r.!Ut J?hJ,!i,l,i; 
· Our Town," by .·veteran cal therapy for persons I af­
stage, screen and TV actor flicted. with multiple sclerosis. 
;Albert Dekker. who will play . "I. use ash cans, pieces of 
~he part of the stage manager P1Pe,r -: , anything, I ca.n pick 
n the play. up _, .m sculpting. It. makes 

• • . · a walk an adventure insfoad' 
. ?Ehl\.ER ar~1ved ,at Otter- of a doctor's· prescription. I 
!bem College m Westerville used the carcass of a turkey 
Saturday to begin work with for one of my .· w o. r ks. It 
~.he Town a~d G~wn ?~st of turned o' u t w e 11. It looks 
. Our Town, winch will ~e like a gargoyle." Dekker said 
presented by the Otterbem some o.f · his works, have been 
College Theater at. Cowan on exhibition 
Hall at 8:15 p.m. March 9 ' · · 
10 and 11: · . . ' DEKKER HAS disdain for 

Seated on the bleak stage1 the stereotyp.e~: actor, .~.aying" 
wearing a carelessly knotted the role he hkes best · .1s the 
Ascot tie with a scarf thrown one tpat pays the most." 
about his shoulders, Dekker . However, he spoke · glow­
reflected on Wilders theme: mgly. of months spent in 
saying: · . ' sh.ootmg the film "Marie An-

"I Hve that way to the best tomette" a n d Hstening to 
of. my ability. Who suddenly John Barr f m ~re q.u~te 
wants to find out he has a va- Shakespe:are m his dressu-1,g 
cation at the age of 60 and room. ~ls own acco:rµplish-
' - · · ' µients m a cling reach from, 

Broadway ,to Hollywood and 
from villainous to humani­
tarian roles, in both histori-

:1 cal and modern settings. 
Of his guest appearance at 

1 Otterbeing, Dekker . said; "I 
enjoying mj,self." 

I 'f 
I l'. ·- ::~ .. ~:·~y:,.,.-,t:: : .. ·~ 

] ALBERT DEKKER 
· i HERE SATURDAY 

'·'/ . 
· ·· Actor-director Albert Dek- : 
. j ker will arrive · on Otterbein I\ 

By Fran Bay 

Albert Dekker could be the 
man next door ~- if you have 
terribly interesting neighbors. 

A twenty minute conversation 
with Mr, Dekker can, and did 
last Monday evening, run the 
gamut of topics from education 
and house building to internatio­
al students, the dignity of man, 
children, and most obviously, 
theatre. 

On the Otterbein Campus for 
two weeks in-residence and per• 
formances in "Our Town", 
March 9, lO, and 11, Mr. Dek;· 
ker appears to be enjoying his 
return to "small town" living •. A 
native of Brooklyn, he. now lives 
in New York. However, h.is col• 
lege years were spent in Bruns-

i~,1,J· ............... --

campus Saturday to appear as' 
ithe "stage manager" in 
I . I • 
j1-'hornton Wilder's A221encan 
,classic, "Our Town," ·.which 
Jwill be produced March 9-10° 
111. 

grees 
ekker 

"It takes a lotof :thought." ( 
( 
wick, Maine. where Bowdoin Col-
lege awarded him a B,s. degree 
1n 1927, 

The science degree was head• 1 

ing him toward the medical pro­
fession in psychiatry, A graduate 
of Bowdoin, however, persuaded. 
him to try theatre first and in• 
troduced him to Alfred Lunt. In 
six months he was a featured 
player with New York Theatre 
Guild -~ an end to medicine as 
a primary profession, He main- : 
tains an active interest in that : . 
:field as a medical and labora~ 
tory assistant at the Constructive 
Research Foundation. 

Another of his interests, which 
he declines to refer to as "hob­
bies", a designation only for 
"something children play with", 
is house construction, He delights 
1n the rebuilding of his "brown 

(Continued on Page 8A) 
ii 
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Ma,n in the auditorium .. Daryl Boiano.ws·ki 
Lady in the box . , .......... Linda Grznar 
Simon Stimson Jim Lewis 
Mrs. Soames . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bev Davis 
Consta,ble Warren . . . . . . . . . Larry Evans 
Baseboll Players . Russel BoVin, John 

Waddingham, Gary Phe•l·an 
Sam Craig --~ ,-- · --·. :-:-:-.~iom Davi5 
Joe Stoddard . . . . . . . . . Don Lun,d 
Assistant staQe marn1gers . , . Linda MoNeil, 

People of the town . . &ob 5.:bi!m,Ht~'\\ 
EHiott, Ma•ry Harlan, Linda Lebold, 

Gary P·h~lafl, Peggy Wa•tkins 

force responsible for the pro­
production's cohesiveness. De­
signer - teohnical director 
Deena Ferrigno contri'buted 
excellent lighting, sound, and 
other technical effects bal­
anced to illuminate, but not 
dominate, the players. 

Outstanding in their roles 
as the young boy and girl 
growing into husband and 
wife were Greg Sabatino and 
Mary . .Eµrniss. · They pre­
se,nted the proper amount of 
adolescent emotionalism and 
youthful maturity demanded 
of George and Emily. 

IN AN entire cast of col­
lege students and community 
reside,n,ts well balanced in 
sfage presence and abilities, 
H. C. Holdren as Dr. Gibbs, 
Margaret T u c k e r as Mrs. 
Gibbs, Johnny Martin as 
Mr. Webb, Jean Ann Weaver 
as Mrs. Webb, and Bev Davis 
as Mrs. Soames are partic­
ularly noteworthy. 

Area residents will find it 
worthwhile to make a theat­
rical journey to Grover's Cor­
ners, as b r o u g ht to life 
at Co'lVan Hall. There are 
two more p e r f o rm an c e i 
scheduled for Friday and Sat­
urday night at 8:15 p.m. 

-~ 
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The Otterbein College Theatre 
~;6 

Albert Dekker 
Star of Stage, Screen & TV 
as "The Stage Manager" 

witµ a Town & Gown Cast 

~. · _;,;ferviHe, Ohio 
' ' 

( presents 

'' 
JNr' 

Thu:rs., F.ri., Sat. 
MARCH 9sl0-ll, 1967 
COW AN HALL, 8:15 p.m. 

Reserved Seats $1.50 

1jC~s"f Town:Gown · ' 
,J,For Guest Star Play 
~ Twenty-eight members of ted in Cowan Hall on March 
/ the cast for the guest star 9 through 11, will be taken 

:1 production, "Our Town," by Mary Furniss, sophomore 
) have been chosen. from Westerville, and Greg , I 

. j Leadi~g roles for the Sabatino, junior from Dayton. 
l play, which will be pre sen- Both have appeared m 

several previous Otterbein 
productions. 

For reservations phone 882-3601 from 1 to 4:30 p.m. daily, or stop at the Cowan Hall ·sox omcs. 

Other college students 
in the cast include Spring- , 
field freshman Mark Peters, · 
Larry Evans, sophomore 
from Columbus, Mansfield 
senior Jim Lewis, Daryl; 
Bojanowski, sophomore from ; 
Whitehall, Cecil Elliot. a 
sophomore from Mount Ver­
non, and Russ Bolin, sopho­
more transfer from Union­
town. 

Tickets also available at Howard's, 18 N. State. Sheet. 

Greg Sabatino and Mary Furniss rehearse a scene from "Our 
Town." They have the lead roles. 

Play Tells Story Of '"Every Town'' 
Last night, Otterbein movies to Grover's Corners: 

gave its first performance of in 1923 when these things ' 
Thom ton Wilder's "Our are becoming common sights. t 

Town". The play was per- The main element of the 
formed in the traditional play is simplicity and the 
"Qur Town" manner of no main topic is life. Life is 
scenery or curtain falls. portrayed not by philosophi­

cal characters or by extra­
ordinary happenings, but by 
plain day to day living. 
People quarrel, gossip, .eat, , · 
sleep, are born, and die. · 
They are boring, odd, pitiful, 
sad,. and happy. 

The play, first shown on 
February 4, 1938 at Henry 
Miller's Theatre in New 
York City, won Wilder the 
Pulitzer Prize for drama. 

The story evolves in a 
little New Hampshire town 
called Grover's Corners. The 
Stage Manager, played by 
Albert Dekker, gives a little 
of the history of Grover's 
Comers at the beginning and 
acquaints the audience with 
the residents. From there on, 
he sets the scenes and acts 
as an omnipresent narrator. 

The story takes the 
audience from Grover's Cor­
ners in 1901 before cars and 

The lack of scenery and 
the relationship of the Stage 
Manager to the people make 
the play versatile. Grover's 
Corners can be any town in 
any state and the people can 
be each and every member 
of the audience. Then too, 
lack of scenery further 
emphasizes that this is a 
story about people and not 
about appliances or build-
ings. 

Also included are John 
Waddingham, freshman from 
Troy, Gary Phelan, Heath 
freshman, Bob Abdalla, 
senior from Newark, Cin­
cinnati junior Lind a McNeil 
and Don Parsisson, junior 
from Florence, Mass. 

Carolyn Hager, a fresh­
man from North Industry, 
Linda Sharpless, Toledo 
sophomore, Linda Grznar, , 
sophomore from Canton, 
Peggy Watkins, a Dayton 
freshman, Bolivar sophomore 
Linda Lebold, Mary Harlan, 
sophomore from Arlington, 
Va., and l?at Spreng, sopho-

/ 

Albert Dekker rehearses a scene from "Our Town". 
--_,_;: .... :_.;...;,;.--_. ____ .,,..,,. "-~~~\ -~·~·~-... .,,..._.. ............... _. .. ·-.i: ... 
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Dekker· 
.Slat·ed .for .. · 

. i Qtterb~ifit 
J.lJ. ~t,.,b,ill .o~Wr';i 
'flheatte •:announced !v{ edrie5" 
day ·· · acto1; • Qirectot · A}bet:fii 
·D_ekker• :<fill oppe~r,i:~,;;~~ 
s1xt!h a11Au~l gu~sLartist,'P!~7' 
.duction. Dekkerr wj:11 appia± ., ' . ·. ..,. ,.,. ''.'' .•' ' 
1as. ''.s~age manager' ,i,!111:1),gi"EJ!·, 
ton > Wilder's, \dassici ,;/'P~F . 
. Town,'!. scheduled fot pr9d.ll:<;: 
ti.on, Ma:r~l:i 9~1:l.: •· '.{ ! i'';;,¾"\i;,/ 
. 0~1dc~r '.joins 1aifo;B~ft1s~ 
'.of weWkiio~ tn.eati!it tfer ·• "'?, 
/4\lities•1f1i.O have appeate i 

ing;,the -past sJ~:1:ea1;s' ii}. 

·--

\
the We.steryille cani~U, ;~1\ 
Conteid., Ed ;B:eglej:r ...... ()I~ 
Moss, Ki:m.Runtef and: ~iyec~\ 

!t1iil~~l~f-1 );la'P:s ~~stj~hi.emb'ef ' . i ih.iiiT, 
p&rtra:yaf •6f :Wi.U:'t :rt:'111' 
1~neath of a' s~f · · 
, ... ri~iJ;{yi{1(~~r1v 
terville' saturd'.ay;';; " 25:\~.io' 

\~~ ... ·;t11::1~rillta 
duced .. w1tb. > &~,''town" ·an:; 
gown'' ~ast. ·off a;1qo;ut: t~htY 
~rson'~{ ~ ; " · · · · ·· · \:i:'/ r 
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Parts.· 
'.'f~ Play_ 
0E~ht area residents are 
a m1o ri -g the twerity~eight 
:memb7r• casLselecfod• .bY 'Pi-
• rector. Charles Dodrill for the 
March 9:10-1 f Otterbein ~Col­
lege :~Theatre lprifrlu~tiey'il.;'~f' 
''OuF:'I'own." ••·•.··.. .• { ;,; :?!' 

·Professionai'• gue~Fti~#~t 
Albert Dekker, ~fr'~f,fo~e 
tliis Saturday to c~mp'lete•:fhe 

j cast. Dekker :Will :assume if lie 
j role oft}le "stage '.rn,~nagexr 
; :ldQLUMBUs· ;esialnt;'lrn 
the show will. be Jean ;Ann 
Weaver·'b.nd 'Betty(Carli~le, 
the' :forrrie:r playing .th~ roJ~ of, 
Mrs,Webb. · .. i \ ; \';'.: . . ·?J , ·• 

}V estervill~' c~s{\~em.~~is: 
include John11y·,:,Martin Who 

tWill play Mr J Webb, Dr: Haz,, 
1 ard Holdren as Dr. Gibbs; 
Matgaret'", Tucker, :··a'if:•· Mrs: 
Gibbs, Tom and Bevel'ly .TDa­
•vis playing Sam: Cfaig and 
Mrs. .Soame( and' 1Do_hald 
Lund who wifrbe seen as Joe 
Stodprd{t: j .1 \j f?\ 
· Otterbefo•studenfl! who will 
play leading roles in the .show 
are Mary Furniss/Westerville 
sophomore, who will be. seen 
a~ Emily Webb; arid. Greg· ~a­
batino, .. Dayton. junior., w,:ho 
plays George Gibb!!.· . i 

.. ALL.REM!!NlNGdqles iii-e 
played by member.s. of J.he .9t. 
terbein Student body.T : . , 
s Tickets ··forl the shci.w will 
go on sale.Mohday, Feb. 2'i, at 
the · Cowan Box Office, ss.2:.: 
3601, betwe/;ln the l?,ours of l 
and : : p.m. Tickets· will also 
be available. during.the. inter­
mission of -the . Texas I!oy 
'Choir cqncert Jhursday: e:ve: 
ning, Feb. 23; in Cowan Hjlll. 
~1uyats11,ire :res~t;ved. L;L 

.. 

.... 
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s lsfage 

urTown: . . . . i" 

arc·h<,9 ... u 
) !'rqba~ly the. most f;lmoµs wa.s based), "The Alcestiad,"• 
wo rk:of the conte1riporary and adaptations of Ibsen's ~·A 
American writer . Thornton Doll's House" and "Lucrece." 
Wild~r}is his J938 play "Our !ifket sales for tge Otter­
To.w1;1;'!,~The show has· been hem-College Theatre produc­
procfueed constantly since its tion ,of ''.Our Town" are. now 

- first. staging and ranks -high on . sale. For seating reserva­
:amo:tl'g the' most produced 0£ tions'.phone 882-3601 between 
receut American:' plays. _ 1 and .4:00 p.m. weekdays. 

«Qui'Town's'\ popularity is "Our Town'' is scheduled to 
~speciaHy significant as Mr. run three<nights, March 9-10-
Wilder'.s _other piays include 11,'at 8:15 p.m.Jn Cowan Hall 
'!Tbe~_Sk:i h of our Teeth," Auditorium, v,ith<,.p ro f e S: 
''The Matchmaker'.' (on which sional guest arti~t Albert Dek, 

1the.:musicJJ.L~'H~llQ, Do]ly!.'._'_ker in:.~a_Jeadin_g :ro!e, ___ _ 


