‘Editorial ...
- Arts Fes’rlval Serves AII

A series of events in the second annual, Otterbein Col-
lege Festival of Arts will get underway this Sunday. All

events will center around ihe iheme "CrlSlS and. Expres-

ons: The Civil War."” i
o i]pon looking at the schedule we find ﬂu-ee lec:ures.
‘an:art exhibit, the showmg of a silent illm with critical
commentary, a-folk song program, and th
a narrative drama with choral singing. |

~ A yet closer examination of the Festivil of
up reveals that the:College -has obtained sei‘eral naﬁ
known personahtxggtto partncnpaie in the Foi ivak‘ ;
among these is Pulitzer Prize winning auther Bru
and’ Hans Conried, comedy and dramatic'-sta:
films and television. -~

‘We feel that the College has performed quite 8

for the community i presenting this Festival of At
" that there is at least one event on the’ progf;am %,

Famed Broadway, TV
Star To Appear Here

The Otterbein College Theatre also has been a frequem guest
announced today that, after'sev-|on the Jack Paar show

{eral months of negotiation, Hans| . © ACCORDING. TO me 'Do-

Conried, star of stage, screen, dnll Conried will arrive on the
radio and television, has been| oy rbein campus on Feb. 24 to

securdd to ~guest star .in the partlcmate in - fmal rehearsals
March 1, 2_ and 3 production of for ‘the productlon ‘He ' will ap-
Stephen Vincent Benet’s “John pear -as the narrator in  this
Brown’s Body.” Final confirma- Pulitzer Prize winning = epic
tion of Cmtf‘ed’sd’;ppeamce el ‘poem, ‘a poem  turned into a
received a few days ago, accor- play that has’ been termed’ ten- -
ding to Prof. Charles Dodrill, dei- moving, romantic, heroic
Director of Theatre, i i and dramatically excmng
Brco::il::g *;id:x:::::d &;n ctn: Tlckets W111 g0 on * salé,gFeb
P « » ~|19 for this production, the first
orter’s “Can-Can” and 'the .re .
cent hit, - “Tall Story.”! During appearance = ever of a prof G-
the past two years he has ap- star'in ‘an Otter-.
peared as “Uncle Toonoose” on|bein Colle%; Theatre produc-
the Danny Thomas TV show. He'tion. : !

ion‘of |
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|

e
. l is a questidn often asked. As the

| ried’s  agent:
. biography are
- written by the star himself. The |’
o ‘ifollowing are excerpts from- the :
i paper, with Conried’s comments:
I written in parenthises:

. as a radio actor.
{ ginning he sought work in allied
| fields where he could learn by
i observing. human nature (sold

Theatrlcal Star Hacks
| Ow_n Blographlcal ‘SE@(@E@EE

“What:is a star. ‘Teally’ like?” |

| date nears (Feb. 24) for the arriv-

-} al of well-known stage, screen
! and television-star Hans Conried
'\ on the Otterbein College campus,

1 a more pertinent question might |
-t be, “What is Hans Conried like?”
|

<A partial answer ta the above

o question was received recently by |.
| Charles Dodrill, Director of the |

Otterbein ' College Theatre, Do-

| drill’ is directing' the March 1-3|
“John Brown's| .
‘Body," the play .in which Con-

production of

'John Brown
Mqrch 1 At
OHerbem

Hans' Conrled well-known
stage, screen and television
star, will have the leading |
role in, the Otterbein Col-
lege Theatre presentation of
“John Brown’s: Body,” on

1 of a biography prepared by Con-
Throughout . the

“REAL NAME — Hans Conried
1 (I would have changed it to this?)

“Hans Conried has (usually)

| enjoyed a career spanning several
-| theatrical
wood’s standpoint it is unusual |
that during these 25 years he has}

media. From Holly-

never been under contract (maybe '
this isn’t anything to brag about).
“It was in a succession of uncut

cast series of ‘Streamlined Shake-

_ispeare’ the following year but,

with the Bard’s works so rarely
presented, Conried (took the first

~{of many steps downward and)
~ ‘|developed less classical facets to

his repertoire . . .
“"HE WAS STILL in high school
when he played his first stock,

1 and in 1935 moved to Los Angeles

with. his family and launched his
successful career ($15 a week?)
During the be-

asketballs and demonstrated

| punching bags). . ..

“He has appeared in over 100

| motion pictures including '3 for

Bedroom C, ‘Big Jim McLain,’
Bus Stop’ and ‘Meet Me in Las
Vegas’ Recently he was the
voice of both Captain Hook and
Mr. Darling in Walt Disney’s ‘Pe-
ter Pan’ and will likewise be
heard as the voice of the Grand
Wazier in UPA’s first full length
cartoon feature, ‘Magoo’s Ara-
bian Nights. o

His enactment of the‘title role
in ‘The 5000 Elngers of Doctor
T’ is perhaps phost remembered
(mostlyuar ﬁ, ywood. It was
the outs andlng money loser of

{ried will star on the Cowan Hall
5 )stage : ;
" | The answer came in the form

script notations |

Eron . Hair — brown (also gray and | '
e thmmng)

March 1, 2, 3. This great
| Pulitzer Prize winning poem
| by Stephen Vincent Benet
will be presented in Cowan
Hall on the Westerville cam-

pus.
A whole gal]exv of char-
acters, and sections nar-

i

| rating and setting the scene

i of the great American sec-
. »tional conflict, will be ren- |
! dered by a cast of three
i | actors, Hans Conried and '
{77 |two Otterbein students,

with 16 members of the Ot-
. terbein A" Capella / Choir
$ supplying battle songs, love

. songs, chants and sound ef-

fects. "
Tlcket; will be available
"at .Cowan Hall box -office
. from. 1#o" 4:30 p.m. Reser-
i vations "may “be made by
callmg TU 2-3611.

I

Shakespearean plays that he e'l-; “
- tered Hollywood radio in 1936.;
_|He had (the temerity to play)'
.~ |second leads in support of thei
- /{late John Barrymore in a broad-

“TWICE THE NAME of Hans
Conried has appeared on Broad-
way. First in Cole Porter’s ‘Can-
Can’ as the Bulgarian sculptor,
Boris Adzinidzinadze. He claims |
it was not so much for ‘the criti-
cal accoladées (“helpful and ade-
quate”) he received for his char-
acterization but for his ‘unerring
ability to pronounce the name
that gained him the opportunity
to portray the role, which he |
created in Broadway. Early in
1959 he was starred in the How-
ard Lindsay and Russel Crouse
comedy “Tall Story.” . ..

“On the personal side, the lack,
of privacy an actor faces seems |
to be the one aversion Conried
has to the theatrical profession.
He owns a comfortable home in
the Hollywood hills with a mag- |
nificent view of Lake Hollywood
(sometimes there’s smog).

“He is an incurable collector of
postage stamps; Japanesa' :word-
guards, tmy,~ comphcaﬁatb toys
and. figurines' from many . lands
and other Oriental objects of art
(plus four children).”

The Cowan Hall box offme wmﬁ
open Feb. 19 for “John Br(ﬁms
Body.” Box office hours " are

all time). .

from 1-4:30 p.m. weekdays




: | sentation -of:
Hall

By Sarah Skaates.

Actor, lecturer,
personality and' philosopher —

- mare, :
Taking a break betwaen Mon—

Brown’s Body,” opening today
on the Cowan Hadll Stage, the

Reaffirming.'an earlxer state-

i
<

othe thel

ter had a strong moral obhga-
 tion to the public.” "

1 ON CHILDREN'S THEATER—
1 “It is hard.tosay what precige~

- big productlon ‘of ‘Hansel and
Gretel’ in Wthh 1" played t}xe
“ witch. This was®'a’ good Chl].d-

are for.. ch:—ldr

”m mind!” " |

A veteran character

</ he said. But Conreid believes
| radio now is a lost cause.

narrator, TV |

~1Hans Conried 1s all these and |-
day night ifehearsals of “John!

tall actor with 'the penetrating “
dark syes reflected'on the world!
of show Husipess,which has been |

. ment, Conried dgfgxed the pur-|

'y is children’s ‘theater. We did a -
: says

Gdest"'star Hans Conried (center) rehearses with Otterbein College studeniis Rich-_
ard Berry; New Cumberland, Pa.; and Judy Stone, Dayton; for the Otterbein Theatre pre-|
{”John Brown's Body” scheduled for today, Friday and Saturday in" Cowan
Curfain nma is 8:30 p.m. ;- :

-Versatlle Showman Discusses
Theater and Its Effect Today

Vi

Z[‘V-,is;living up to
, or it is the waste-

Conried I thought to rnyself
‘What does Hans - Conried wear?,
Does he'limp’ s he ‘have an,
accent?"I had to ‘decide’ what -
%aﬁ‘ﬁéter he was." f ;

NS CONRIED, the per
ity, then, just another char
;acter"?” was  the  next.- question. :
“Only  to. the
everyone — the plumber, the:
'banker, assumes a character. No
one ever really shows himself
ito othens But this mask he

“THE svzsn wrm - which |

scnpts must be writte ‘the ‘Jast-

ors ‘are éll prdblems ‘which ‘te
| Vlsloh must somehow batle su‘c,.

Is Hans Conned pnmanl Bxx
detor. or 'a persox(ahty‘(‘ Now, 11
he feels “he is strlctly a

the truth; " it~ mus :be close

ly,”

!sent work, feeling that-it ad-

imension to his career. “Another
"" string to the bow” as he put it.
“Hans!”

the stage. “We're going down-

 ren’s show." I- think the Westerns I many  years” Te

1a smile he added; “Or the Chlld \

¢ actor,
| Conried spoke * approvingly. ‘of |
“|radio where he worked for close |
‘| to twenty years. “It (radio) gave|.
* | the audience’ their widest stage,”!

Ja personahty

personahty

~Bxplaining: that:

mss
went on,

“I was an actor for

said,

&

= te' actor, he_ workédv behmd the:
. of someone else, éonmed,
1 was ternﬂed the
first time. I appeared, as Hans

,.(C‘ont.inued on ?ngq '6-A)

I “and

ished.”
And so it was back to debr1ef~f
ing and another rehearsal of
“John Brown’s Body’ for thlsf

acs

€r.

| Richard .Berry, Miss Judy. Stone
and the A Cappella Choif
tain goes up at 8: 30 pm

1 | | featuring a discussion by Fletch-
‘{er Hodges, noted " authority on

gl authonty on Ben Ha

' 13 p.m., Cowar Hall. |

extent that

wears must;not be too far from |’
1 enough for him’ to slip -on easi- . :

Conried admits he enjoys the| -
|personality aspects of his pre-|

ded to his already achieved sta-|"
ture ag an actor, gives new di- |-

came the summons| =
|of director Charles Dodill from|
stairs, Come eon down to thej

green room theater shop room|.
below the stagewhen youwre fin- |

Versatile and talented entertain- |

“John : Brown's Bod}r" ‘co-stars |

Arts Program
Moves Into
Final Week

The final week of the Offnr

bein  College Festival of Arts
program will feature a theafer
production; lectures and fwao

musical events. Complete sched-
ule is as follows: :

March 1, 2, 3—Theater pmdur-:
tion of “John Brown's Body,” by
Stephen Vincent Benet, clanmé
Hans Conried, professional gues(
star  and’. well-known stage,
screen and TV actor. The play
also will feature the Otterbein
College A Capella Choir
the direction of Prof,
Chamberlain  at  8:30
Cowan Hall,

March  5—Twqo  lecturcs by
Bruce Catton, noted Civil War
historian  and: senior editor,
“American- ‘Heritage. 9:30 am.
lecture in Cowan Hall will be on
the subject “Ar{\encas Tragedy,”
8:30 p.m. lecture in Cowan Hall
.{ will be, “The Ordinary Soldier
in the Civil War.”

MARCH 7—“Folk Songs of
| the Civil War Period,” by Grace
Creswell. one of America’s fa-
vorite - folk singers. 8:30 p.m.,
| Cowan Hall.

March 11—“An Evening with |
Stephen Foster and.Ben Hanby,”

under
Richard
p.Mm. in

1Stephen Foster and a dxscuasmn
by Judge Earl R. Hooves, ‘flo

" with the- Otterbein"
Cappella Choir and. Gleeﬂe“rubs




Many S’rones Related

In ‘John Browr

“John Browns Body,” the St
phen Benet poem that puts the
Civil War into a dramatic nut-
shell, will 'be staged by the Ot-
terbein College Theatre as their
next attraction, ’l'hm‘sday, Fridhy
and Saturday, March 1- 3. Hahs

Conried, star of stage, ﬁlms radio’

and TV will guest star in the
production,

Prof. Charles Dodrill will di-
rect the production in the same
pattern that achieved theatrical
success for the famous epic for
two seasons, from the fall of 1952
to the spring of 1954, in New
York and on tour.

A whole gallery of characters,
and sections narrating and setting
the scene of the great American
sectional conflict, will be render-
ed.by a cast of just three actors,
Hans Conried and two student
actors, with a chorus of eighteen
supplymg battle songs, love
songs, - tharits and sound effects.

Eve':"“s ince “John Browii’s
Body” - Wwas flrst pubhshed ‘and
won thé Pulitzer Prize in 1928, it
has been one of the most pog-
ular of poems. ' An astomshfng
600,000 copies of the “epic’ have
been sold in hard-cover volumes,
and the poem has come to be a

1t Whitman, The

377@6&!‘;%01‘}{ in the original
edition, telling the terrible story

,of the Union and Secessionist or-

deal, have been reduced for this
staged version to be played
within a normal two hour per-
formance.

Taking its title from the song
that Northern osldiers sang in
their camps and on their marches,
“John Brown’s Body” presents a
panorama of the critical struggle

of the 1860’s that has become the|’

haunting keynote of American
history ever since. Prof. Richard

Chamberlain will direct the chor-|

us of 18 voices which will supply
a musical and orchestrated set-
tmg to the play.

'I‘he narrative is held together
by the tale of two romances. One’
lS “the love of Northern recruit
Jadk Ellyat for the girl, Melors,
h’é‘ ¢ame #cross :'when ileemg cap-
t:’hty’ aftér a battle.’ The other
i¢''the Tové! of the Southern aris-

;tucrat Clay 'Wingate, for Sally|
Both of these valiants|
3 portrayed here by Con- -

UUpre
o

' ALONG ‘WITH THESE imag- |
mary figures representing the |

"HANS CONRIED AT OTTERBEIN
The Otterbein College Theater annotinges -that Hans, .
star of stage, screen, rad;
has been secured to guest star in’
duction’ of Stephen Vincent :Benet's
Body.” Prof. Charles Dodril], du‘ector of vthgatex’msays
Conried will arrive on the Otterbéin campus 6n Feb. 24
to partlclpate in final rehearsals forrthe pi'bductwn..

Conried,

‘

nd  television,
"the March'd-2-3: pro-
“John Bmwn s

generation whose lives were dis- |:

rupted by  the Civil War, the

‘poem also dramatically highlights| -

some real historical figures —-

John Brown, the fanatic whose |

doomed - slave- emanc1patmg rald
across the Potomac: provided:the
starthng overtur to the war 'it-

# A student actor, as‘ i
Wlll portray these gr |

actress will: depx_
ine, rolés — . the .

the heroes, the déﬂant Northern |
mother who dares to: pray fori-
fand th 'proud and |

John Brown,
disdainful
plantation. i

sweep of the h ]
a nut-shell. Ti'cké‘
sale Monday, Feb. i&‘

Oﬂorbein déllega Theatre
presents

HANS CONREID
“Iohn Brown’ s. Body”

1 Now thru Sat., March 1, 2, 3.
| Cowan Hall, Westerville 8:30 p.m.
For' phone Ros. TU-2-3811" from
- 1 to 4:30 p,m. daily.

|- COWAN HALL

THURS. - FRI

HANS CONRIED

RESERVED SEATS $1.25 -
For Phorie Reservations
p.m. dally, or stop at the Sowan Hall Box-

call TU. 2-3611 from 1o




Meet Hans Conreid

“What is a star really like?” is a question of‘en nqknd
As the date nears (February 24) for the arrival of well- | ;
known stage, screen and television star Hans Conried on thel
Otterbein College campus, a more pertinent question mlght‘
be, “What is Hans Conried like?”

A partial answer to the above questions was receiv’ , -
recently by Charles Dodrill, Ot- |- £
terbein College Theatre director,
who is directing “JBB,” the play |
in which Conried will star on|
the Cowan Hall stage on March |
1, 2, 3. The answer came in the
form of a biography prepared by
Conried’s agent. Throughout the
biography are script notations |
written by the star himself., The
following are excerpts from the
papers, with Conried's comments |
written in parenthesis. &

“Real name—Hans Conried, (I
would have changed it to this?)

. Hair—Brown (also gray and|.
thinning). Hans Conried has
(usually) enjoyed a career span-
ning several theatrical media.
From Hollywood’s standpoint it} .
is unusual that during these 25| -
years he has never been under|
contract (maybe this isn’t any-
thing to brag about). It was in a
succession of uncut Shakespear-
ean plays that he entered Holly-
wood radio in 1936. He had (the
temerity to play) second leads
in support of the late John |
Barrymore in a broadcast series

Conreid Cont.
of “Streamlined Shakespeare” the
following year but, with the
Bard’s works so rarely presented,
Conried (took the first of many
steps downward) and developed
less classical facets to his reper- |
toire . . ..

He was still in high school
when he played his first stock,
and in 1955 moved to Los An-
geles with his family and launch-
ed his successful career ($15 a !
week?) as a radio actor. During °
the beginning he sought work in
allied ﬁelds where he couId learn !

: The Otterbein College Theatre announced today i
| that, after several months of negotiation, Han ed, |
Istar of stage, screem, radio and television,
|secured to guest star in the March 1, 2 and:
tion of Stephen Vincent Benet’s “John Brown’s
| Final confirmation of Conried’s appearance was te-
| ceived a few days ago, ac-
.| cording to Professor Charles
- | Dodrill, Director of Theatre.
| Conried has starred in the
| Broadway production. of Cole
| Porter’s “Can-Can” and the
recent hit, “Tall Story.” Dur-
; ing the past two years he has
- | appeared as “Uncle Toonocose”
- on the Danny Thomas show.
and he has been a frequent
: guest on the Jack Paar Show.
According to Prqfe_s.sor
Dodrill, Conried wiﬁ arrive
on the campus Feblmary 24 to
.| participate in ﬂnal rehearsals
“Jfor the production. He will
appear as the narratof 'in the
Pulitzer Prize winning epic
| poem, a poem turned into a
play that is tender, moving,
romantic, heroic and dram-
atically exciting. :
Tickets will go on sale
| February 19. for this.produc-
tion, the first. appearance
ever, of a professional guest
star in an Otterbein College|:
Theatre production.




PUBLIC_

ABOUT AND FOR "‘FrAHE WESTERVILLE AREA
Civil

War Theme For,
'OC Festival Of Arts

The second annual Festival of | Hall at 9:30 a.m, Cresswell, one of America’s fa-|
Arts will be held at Otterbein ‘March 13—'I‘heater production yorite folk singers, at 8:30 p.m, in 1!
College, Feb. 25 through March|of ' “Jojin Brown's 'Body,” by|Cowan Hall. ) m
11. The festival will' consist of|Stephen Vincent Benet, starring| March 11—“An Evening with |-
.| exhibitions, lectures, theater. pro- | professional guest star Hans Con- |Stephen Foster and Ben Hanby,? 1
.]duction and music centered|ried and featuring the Otterbein |featuring a discussion by Flet:|

around the theme “Crisis and Ex-|College' A Cappella Choir. Cur- |cher Hodges, curator of thé Fost-|
pression: The Civil War.”: Com-|tain time.is 8:30 p.m. in Cowan |er Hall Collection at the:Univer- |*

‘plete schedule of events is.as|{Hall. .- . sity of Pittsburgh, and noted au- i

follows: . March 5—Lecture by Bruce |thority on Stephen Foster will be
‘| Feb. 25-March’ 11 — Exhibits | Catton, senior editor of the Amer- |given at 8 p.m. in Cowan!Hall | -
of Brady Civil War- photographs |ican Heritage Magazine, Pulitizer| The OtterbemA Cappella ‘Choir |-
in the Association Buildin g|Prize winner of 1954 for his book |and Glee.Clubs will sing ‘the fa-
Lounge and exhibits. of profess- | “A Stillness at Appomattox,” and | vorite F.os‘ter ‘and {Ianlby songs
7 ional Broadway theater produc- noted Civil War historian, at 9:30 of the Civil War period.
tions around the, ClVll War in am. and 8:30 p.m. © All events on the Festival of
Cowan Hall foyer. ' R March 7—“Folk Songs of the|Arts schedule are open to the

Feb. 25—Silent . movne “The Civil ' War' Perwd” by - Grace | public.
| General,” starring Buster Keaton 5 > semianemas
{at 8 p.m., Cowan Hall. Piano ac-
| companiment “and - discussion on
the tilm will be provided by Rob-
| ert Verbeck, silent: film author-|
ity from Cubbage Comers Mu-
seum.

i Feb. 266—Introduct10n to the

Arts "F e}s.ti:v‘avl
|To Open Sun.
At Otterbein

The * two-week Festival of
Arts program begins Sunday on
the Otterbein College campus.
Centering around the theme
|“Crisis and Expression—T he
1Civil War,” the festival ~‘will
- |consist of Exhibitions, lectures,
| theater production and special
| music. Wk

| Complete schedul for the first
week of the festival includes:
Sunday, Feb. 25—Initial show-
ing of Brady Civil War photo-
‘graphs in the Assocxatwn Build-
ing lounge with a coffee hour! o
from 3-5 p.m. The showing will |

be open to thé public. ' :
Exhibit of Broadway theater| '
productions centering around the|
Civil War in the foyer of Cowan '’
Hall. ;_
Silent movie, “The General” ;
starring Buster Keaton at 8p.m.
in Cowan Hall. :
MONDAY, FEB. 26—Introduc-| -
tion of Festival of Arts program

. 28—-James A Rhcdes,
state auditor of Ohio and noted
Dhié  author ‘of *The Tnal of |
| Mary Todd meoln" and: "John- :
hy Shiloh,” will lécture in Cowan |-

‘Student Cast To P!ay
Wlth Professional Star

Frofessional guest star Hans Pa.; along with 17 members of
Conried. will find . preparations|the A Cappella Choir. Student
for thé Otterbein College Thea- |Richard Davis, currently serving
‘| tre production of “John Brown’s as Conried’s qtand -in, will appear

Body” well in hand.when he ar-
rives on the campus Friday, Feb.
23, for final rehearsals.

Reservatmns for “John Brown’s
| Body,” wh!ch will be presented
March 1, 2‘and 3, may be made
"l at the Cowan Hall box office. The
| box office ‘is open from 1-4:30
om. daily.

In the pmduétion, Conried will

.1 'appear in the role originally cre-

ated by Raymond Massey, por-
traying such characters as John
- Lee and Abra-
pearing  with
. I 31' ein students
Miss’ ‘Judy Stone Dayton; and

Richard Berry, New Cumberland,

in the proposed tour presentation
of the play.

THE ACTORS WERE chosen
especially for their strength in
vocal expression. Although ex-
tensive physical movements are
not present in “John Brown’s
Body,” the action flows swiftly
and dramatically from beginning
to end, largely through the fluent
and varied speech of the actors.
The choir serves as a chorus,
painting the background with
songs of battle, marching hymns
and choric comments.

Movement -is also provided
through dramatic lighting ele-
ments, “designed by Professor
Fred Thayer, Technical Director.

Directors Make Prepclration

Making preparahons for final rehearsals of the Otterbein
College Theaire presentation of "John Brown's ‘Body” are
Prof, Richard Chamberlain (left), Choral Director; and. Prof.
Charles Dodrill, Director of Theaire. Guest star Hans Conried
will be seen in the March 1, 2, 3 production.




REHEARSAL — Actor Hans Conried is
preparing for a presentation of “John
Brown’s Body” next Thursday, Friday
and Saturday at Otterbein College in
Westerville. The dramatic reading is

one of a series of Festival of Arts pro- -

grams centered on the Clvil War.. Back-
ing Conried is the Otterbein A Capella
Choir—(Dispatch Photo)

IN SHOW AT OTTERBEIN |

By NED STOUT

The “unwholesome quality”
of current drama may be the
doom of Broadway, forecasts
Hans Conried, veteran of 100
movies and countless radio
and television shows.

Conried made his predic-
tion over lunch Saturday at
Otterbein College in Wester-
ville. He went into ‘rehearsal
there - this. ‘weekend for -a
thre'enight performance of
Stephen Vincent Benet's
“John Brown’s Body,” open-
g Thursday in Cowan Hall
Iion the campus. :

i “I THINK WE'LL see the
)day when Broadway shows
‘are solely musicals. The sen-
sationalism ‘that we've been
igetting in serious drama
lately can be produced much
less expensively off-Broad-
way,” observed the Shake-
spearean-schooled actor.

“Personally, I'd like to see
a return to the drawing room
comedy sort of thing, but I
doubt we ever will,” Conried
added. .

“The drama’s sensational-
ism today is a direct reflec-
tion of the llves of the play-

wrights.

“LET’S FACE 1;, most of
the stuff is being* mtten by
fags,’ Conried said.

“Only the audience”. can
bring a return’ of the less-
sordid aspects of life-on the
stage, Conried added.

Arriving at 4 am. Satur-
day following ‘an airplane
trip of numerous ground-
ings, Conried was impressed
by the Central Ohio ice
storm. “Send me some
photos of this; my kids have
never seen anything like it,”
Conried requested.

THE “KIDS,” three of
them, are home at Holly-
wood with their mother . . .
to whom Conried has been
married for 20 years.

Born in Maryland, but:
reared in California, the mel-|

lifluous Conried began his
career in radio. "

He “supported” the late|

John Barrymore and was a
West Coast regular in Orson
Well's
group.

THE WAR AND “the death
of radio” thrust Conried into’

television and an accelerated
motion picture work schedule.

Ask him the stock question
“What's your favorite role,”
and Conried is apt to reply,
“The stock answer iIs, “my
current role which presents
one of the greatest challenges
of ‘my career’.”

Then, more serlously, the
quick-witted Conried may
add:

“MY FAVORITE was one
of the all time great money-
loosers, ‘The 5000 Fingers of
Dr. Teas — no one’s ever
heard of it.”

Actor Hans Conried Sees
Doom of Broadway Drarmaﬁi r

Mercury #£heaterf

Stridmg about " the - Otter- Conned said.

bein campus, Conried leok:
like an actor. He affects a'
slouch black hat, a green:
overcoat of conspicuous;
weight, a light brown tweed!
suit and a wide belt. i

"AFT_ER ALL, you never!
know what weather you'll en
counter in the Midwest —
although I am glad you have
the Indians ‘pacified,” Con-|
ried observed whimsically.

And a ‘finial note, per. re
quest: “Be sure and put some
where in your story that tiek
ets are still available. I don’
like to work, but as long as I
am, we need -the m/pey, |
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‘"Hans

WM
“r ve heard you dori’t

: drink;” T said toactor Hans

Conned here rehearsing
this week for his guest star
appearance in Otterbein Col-

: ! lege’s “John Brown’s Body !

v March 1-3.
“No I domét,” he laughed.
T didn’t know the fact was

L " s0 well known.”

I mentioned" certain ads
I'd seen in the past lmkmg
- him with a brand of gin. He
" laughed again.

“PAAR TOOK' good care
of that when he began kid-
; ding me on the air about my
: not drmkmg, he said. “As a

<3y

- ; result, I lost the account.
.| They knew all along I didn’t

drink, but evidently didn’t

| care until the fact was

brought out on the Paar
show.”

Exhausted from his be-

lated arrival here at 4 a.m.

Saturday morning and sub-

| sequent full-day of rehear-
|| sal, the tall actor discussed

his career."

| “Pve managed to keep |’
: busy—-good fortune for an
| actor,” he said. “In addition |-
|'to dramatic readings and | |

variou¥, “theatrical \ produc-

+| tions: thr@ugh ut the

cauntry pe? “several

¢’s the

An Actor's Good Foriun'e

| that—in April — I'll go with |

,featurmg a -chorus of 17

vision |-

Conreid Kee,ﬁs Busy.

“AFTER TH]S production,
I'll go home to Hollywood

f
I
for a’quick change of shirts b
. . . then to Florida where ||
we're doing a play. After |

Paar:to Japan and Hong
Kong. He’s filming back-|
ground material for his new |
weekly show” (Paar leaves |
his current show March 31).

“John- Brown's Body,”

voiees, opens Thursday eve-
ning at Otterbein’s Cowan
Hall. Curtain timé is. 8:30.
We'll view. it durmg*dress :
rehearsacli Wednesday ‘eve-
ning, and will carry a revigw
Thursday morning. :Vi%d
seats remain for Thurgday
and Friday, while Saturday
is nearly a»'Sell out.”

M usic And Theafer

I'm certain.I’'m not alone
in deriving a certain
amount of personal pleasure
when serious s theatrical -at-
tempts by non-professional
groups meet with success.
It’s a sign of a healthy, ro-
bust populace.’

THUS I WAS especially
pleased on receiving a let-
ter last week from Charles
| Dodrill, director of theater
at Otterbein - College. - You
may recall -I reviewed the
Otterbemx production  of
“John Browns Body,”
March * 1.3, which guest-
starred ' Hans Conried. I
thought it a beautifql piece
of theater.

Dodrill’s  letter says the
production played to nearly |
3000 . people - during the
three-night run — an all- |
time record fer the Cowan |
Hall Theater. Next produc-
tion ‘at the College is
“Death.of a Salesman,”
slated for- May 11-12. Many
like myself must be looking
forward to it. * "

'John Brown s Body Breaks» :

| the dramatic highlight of

| through Saturday at Otter-

 'but more of a reading. The

| epic proportions.
»

| this shéw have combined for
4 one of

“"John Brown's Body' Brllhcmﬂy
Performed By Otterbein Group

Thursday evemng marks
the opening of what may be ‘
|
|

the local season. “It's “John
Brown's Body,” running

bein College’s Cowan Hall.

Guest-starring is Hans
Conried, and actor of tre-
mendous magnitude. He can
chalk up another in a long
list of glowing. perform-
ances.

THIS ADAPTATION of
the Benet work is a new
one, quite different from
the Broadway version which
starred Raymond Massey,
Tyrone Power and Judith
| Anderson some nine years
ago.

Not only do 1 believe this
to be a superior version, but
I feel Conried demonstrates
capabilities beyond those of-
fered by Massey in the origi-
nal.

SHARING THE spotlight
with Conried are Richard
Berry andJudy Stone in the |
leads, and a student chorus
of 17. All have managed to 1
showcase thelr wares in a
fashion that “would put
many New York companies
to shame.

“John Brown's Body"” is
‘an_ unconventional under- |
takmg It's not a play per se,

work combines magnificent
dialogue (to which you must
listen carefully) with inter-
spersed choral stanzas,
forming a narrative poem of

IN IT, the Civil War be-
comes a living saga.

I urge everyone to see this
production. Director Charles
Dodrill, Hans Conried, Mr.
Berry, and Miss Stone, the
chorus—iall connected with

e'most stunning of-
ferings of the year.




"John Browns Body" Is
‘Arts Festival Highlight

The second annual Festival of Arts will be held at Otterbe.in
(ollege February 25 throuhg March 11. The festival will consist £
f exhibitions, lectures, theatre :production and music centered |
:n'ound the theme “Crisis and Expression: Th Civil War.”
Complete schedule of events is as follows:
Fekruary 25-March 11-Exhibits
of Brady Civil War photographs
on the Association Building
lounge and exhibits of profes- |
sional Broadway theater produc-
tions centering around the Civil
War in Cowan Hall foyer.

February 25-Silent movie,
“The General,” starring Buster |
Keaton at 8:00 p.m.,, Cowan Hall. |

February  26-Introduction  to
the Festival program Cowan |
Hall at 9:30 am.

February 28-James A. Rhodes
State auditor of Ohio and no-
ted Ohio author of The Trial of
Mary Todd Lincoln- and Johnny
Shiloh will lecture in Cowan
Hall at 9:30 am.

March 1, 2, 3-Theater produc-
tion of John Brown's Body, by
Stephen Vincent Benet, starring
professional guest star :
Conrad and featuring the Ot-|
terbein College A  Cappellaf
Choir. Curtain time is 8:30 p.m.
in Cowan Hall.

March 5-Lecture by Bruce Ca-
ton, senior editor of the Ameri- "
can Magazine, Pulitzer Prize
winner of 1954 for his book A}
Stillness at Appomaitox, and no-
ted Civil War historian, at 9:30
AM. and 8:30 P.M.

March 7-“Folk Songs of the
Civil War Period” by Charles
Presswell, one of America’s Fa- |
vorite folk singers, at £:30 PM. E
at Cowan Hall.

March 11-“An Evening with
Stephen Foster and Ben Harby,
featuring a discussion by Flet-
cher Hodges, curator of the Fos-
ter Hall Collection at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, and noted
authority on Stephen Foster will
be given at 8:00 P.M. in Cowan
Hall. Then Otterbein A Cap-
pella Choir and Glee Clubs will
sing the favorite Foster and
Hanby songs of the Civil War
Period.

in

[urtam Call -

A bombshell was d;mpped i

Otterbeim College a,nd Jits ,theatr_c;

star- m -an
| tre pmduct:on

partment will be well worth follow-
|ing in the future.

four plays. selected for production
were “The Boy Friend” to start the
season off with a rouser, followed
by Moliere’s - #Tartuffe” presented
in.arena style. Now the _announce-
| ment that Tans Conried will guest
star on March1-2-3-in Stephen Vin-
cent ‘Benet's “John Brown’s Body.”

Their season will close vnth “Death
of a Salesman,” :

| Impressed with 'this line-up? ‘Me
{too! ‘But that isr’t all. Otterbein
| College Theatre will “present it's
first Children’s Theatre production
in ‘'histery on Feb. 16-17.

ville,
{with this delightful fantasy, but it
]is especially designed to delight

enth grades.

lege? ’But still more to comel 1In
March, an. evenmg of one-act plays,
mcludmg an ongmal byan Otter-

presepted,
But Tet'us elaborate
upon the productxon "Jo
Body" Otterbem xs

theatre circles, when it was qutetly :
and matter-of:factly .announged by |

Gellege-q‘hea-
Otterbein College Theatﬂ: -des| "

This year the|

Hans |
| Christian Anderson’s fairy tale .
“The E/mporor’s New Clothes” will :
be given in Cowan Hall in Wester- |
T'm sure all will be pleased ||

| youngsters in the second to the sev- |

Sounddike a lot for a small col- [}

bein student, -John Sphday, will be|

l I J T
Appearance of Hang Conried in the College The
of “John Brown’s Body" on March 1,
tures of Otterbein’s annual Festiv
| for February 25 through March 11,
Adapted from the powerful
Benet, ‘“John Brown's Body”
underscores the Festival of Arts
theme: Crisis' and Expression,
{ The Civil War.
| Tickets for the production will
go on sale Monday, February 19.
| Reservations may be made by
calling TU 2-3611 from 1 to 4:30
p.m. daily.
Taking its title from the song
that Northern soldiers sang in
their camps and on their march-
es, “John Brown’s Body” pre-
sents a panorama of the critical :
striggle of the 1860's that has
become the haunting keynote of |
Américan. history ever since.
The narrative is held together
by the tale of two romances. One |
is the love of Northern recruit
Jack Ellyat for the girl, Melora,
he came across’ when fleeing
captiviey after a battle. Thel
other is the love of the Southern |
aristocrat, Clay Wingate, for
Sally Dupre. Both of these val-
{iants will be portrayed in the |
- Otterbein production by Richard
Berry, junior speech major.
Along with these imaginary [
figures representing the genera-
tion whose lives were disrupted
by the Civil War, the poem also
dramaticlly high-lights some
real historical figures: John
Brown, the fanatic whose doom-
| ed slave-emancipating raid across
| the Potomac provided the start- |
1 ing overture to the war itself,
i | Robert E. Lee, Abraham Lincoln
and some other leading partici-
| pants. Hans Conried will por
tray these great figures of the

al of Arts,

nation's drama.

all  the
sweethearts
'defiant  Northern

and the proud

tion,

period and a Ciwil War display wil!
| be shown on the campus from Feb.
2§ to March 11. The silent, movie
I “The General,” . starring . Buster |
| Keaton; will be shown on Féb, 25.
Ajames A. Rhodes, noted Ohio au-
thor  of “The Trial' of Mary Todd
Lincoln” and-*Johnny Shiloh,” will
lecture on Wednesday, Feb. 28, in
Cowan Hall, " :Bruce Catton, Senior
i| Editor of the . American Heritage
magazine, and author of “A Still-
ness at Appomattox,” will lecture |
Monday, March 5, at 9:30 a.m. and
8:30 p.m, Grace Cresswell, an{
American folk singer, .will give se
lections of melodies popular during
the Civil War period, March 7, at
8:30 p.m. = The festival is closed]
with “An_Evening With Stephen
Foster and Ben Hanby” which will
| be presenited Sunday, March 11, at
8 pm. Of ‘course, theitoppmg for |
|| the cake -will _be ’.E{ans Co

i It secms thﬁtm
{in order for the Otferbem College

Miss Judy Stone will
feminine

mistress of a Southern planta-

o Star

atre production |
2, 3 will be one of the rea-

scheduled

this yvear

epic poem by Stephen Vincent

depict

the

mother who |

dares to pray for John Brown|

and disdainful

roles — the
of the heroes,




Otterbeln Rewews Clvﬂ War

IN a welcoming address to state
and national delegates attend-

ing a meeting of the Civil War

Centennial Commission in Wash-
ington recently, Dr. Allan Nevins,
newly-appointed chairman of the
commission, declared “we have the
task of interpreting the terrible
convulsion of a century ago in
such a way as to deepen the patri-
otism of all Americans . . .”

He explained that emphasis
should be given only to that which
was really the most important and
memorable aspect of the conflict.’
To accomplish this, he said, means
lifting the commemoratlon to a
high plane. o

An outstandlng example ‘of

how the observance can be lifted
to a high plane, reaching from the

grass roots and the common

people to the mountain peaks and-
the painter, poet, sculptor ‘and.

musician, is the second annual
festival of arts, featuring a Civil

War theme, currently in prog'ress !

at Otterbein College.

HIGHLIGHTING the two:-wée’k‘
observance is the presentation of -

Stephen Vincent Benet’s - epic
poem, “John Brown’s Body,” star-.

ring Hans Conried, supported by _

Otterbein students and the col-
lege’s a cappella choir. Perform-
ances will be given Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday evenings, this
week. ’

Monday, March 5, Bruce Cat-
ton, Pulitzer prize-winning his-
torian of the Civil War, will give
two addresses, at 9:30 a.m. and
8:30 p.m. ..

Grace . Cresswell, noted fol

singer, will be on the campus next
Wednesday evening “to present a
concert of Civil War ‘folk songs,
and a week from Sunday, March

11, Fletcher Hodges Jr., curator

of the Foster Hall Collection at
the University of Pittsburgh and

an authority on Stephen Foster,'

will speak.

The arts festlval got’ under
way this week when James. A.
Rhodes, auditor of state, discussed

his two books bearing on the

Civil War, “The Trial of Mary
Todd Lincoln” and “Johnny
Shiloh.”,

THROUGHOUT the two weeks’
observance, several exhibits will
be on display, including a collec-

- tion of Brady’s photographs, show
¢ bills and programs dealing with.}|

Civil War theater productions, and
a collection of photographs depict-
ing Otterbein and the Westerville

,'commumty during the war.

. Otterbein is to be commended

rfor the outstanding program it
jhas arranged so that Central

Ohioans can gain a keener and

fuller understandmg of the Civil

.Benjamin Hanby, wrote one of the |

War.

That the college should partici-
pate in the centennial observance
is fitting, for Otterbein and
Westerville played important roles
in the perlod leading up. to th "!mr

Westerville was a station o “the
underground railroad, and one of
Otterbein’s best remembered sons,

unforgettable songs of the period,
“I\A" Newli ing T\Tcl' in ,C.rsy."

A &Il

When

BENET PLAY AT OTTERBEIN

ion

hursday

and director Charles Dodrill
he Otterbein product n
“John Brown’s Body,

nce for t
Benet’s
ree-night run at 8:30 p.m. T

ncent

Guest star Hans Conreid
in a rehearsal confere

" of Stephen Vi
which opens a th

Hall.

evening in Cowan

Hcms Canned{ 8
| Guest Stars 3 ‘{
| At Otterbein |

| The Otterbein College
Theater's next production, -
{“John Brown’s Body,” on
| March 1, 2, 3, will feature as
| special guest star, the well-
| known
.| television star, Hans Conried.
Mr. Conried will appear in
the role made famous by |
Raymond Massey in the origi-
nal hit production in 1953-54.
|. This great Pulitzer Prize |
winning poem by Stephen
| Vincent Benet, often called | °
the American Tliad. presents
a whole gallery of charac- |
| ters, and sections narrating
and setting the scene of the
American Civil War.

| JOHN BROWN, Robert E.
Lee, and Abraham Lincoln
| -will be brought to life by
{Hans Conried, while two|
Otterbein students will cre- [ -
ate a variety of roles, includ- |~
ing the two live ‘stories that |
help bihd the work together.
In addition the Otterbein A
Cappella Choir will supply
battle
chants and sound effects. :
“John Brown's!
| Body” was first staged in |
New York in 1953, Brooks
Atkinson, then critic for the ¢
New York Titnes, acclaimed !
it as “a piece ‘of vivid thea- | -
ter, a stage performance of | -
flre and beauty? Walter | i f 3
| Kerry critic of the New York |
7 Herald Tribune, proclaimed }w
. |it “a-stunning success;, that | =~
| fills the reaches of the thea- =
ter with its rolling rhythms.” |

stage, screen and

songs, ‘love ' songs,

ﬁtzna‘tn:h

e
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a key-note of American history
ever since, x

THE NARRATIVE is held to-
gether - by the tale of two ro-
mances. One is the love of
Northern recruit Jack Ellyat for
the yirl, Melora, he came across
when fleeing captivity after a
. % | battle. The other is the love of
and Expressiof, [ 4o Southern aristocrat, Clay
N Wingate, for Sally Dupre. Both
 of these valiants will be portray-
ed in the Otterbein production

John Brown's Body’ Is
Adaptation From Poem

One iof the features of Otters. Benet, - “John Brown’s. . Body”
bein College’s annual Festival of | underscores the Festival of Arts
Arts, scheduled this year Feh: theme: Crisis
25 through March 11, will be the | The (Civil War.
appearance of Hans Conried.in ‘; o mg its title from the song
the College Theatre production ‘that "Northern soldiers sang 'in,

of John Brown’s Body” on their camps and on their march- | by Richard Beiry, junior. speech

March .1' 23 es, “John Brown’s Body presents | major from New Cumberland,
Adapted ‘ from. the powerful a panoramg of the critical strug- |Pa.

¢bic poem by Stephen Vincent gle of the 1860’s that has become Along with these imaginary

: B ity iU figures perresenting the genera-

| tion whose lives were disrupted

“{by the Civil War, the poem also

dramatically high-lights some
; |real historical figures: John
Brown, the fanatic whbse doom-

[ed slave-emancipating raid across
the Potomac provided the start-
ling: overture to the war itself,
Robert E. Lee, Abraham Lin-
coln and some other leading par-
ticipants. Hans Conried will
portray these great figures of the
nation’s drama.

‘Miss Jud‘y Stone, senior from

|Critic Has All Orchids

terbein
{ of the:

L A ) 4 §
For "John Brown’s Body’

1 . By Sarah Skaates '
“John Brown’s Body,” which

ran March 1-3 on the Cowan
Hall stage, will go down in Ot-

Theater history as one
brightest stars in an al-

| ready polished crown,
Guest actor Hans Conried lent
the sensitivity

and depth of

Civil War and never to be quite
the same again, Usually at hijs
best in light: comedy, Berry here
well demonstrated hig aptitude
for serious dramatics.

Without the compelling
strength and lyric beauty- of. Be-
net’s poem, however, the excel-
lence of the actors involved

characterization for which his
career has been noted. His mas-
tery of language, vocal expres-
sion -and flexibility combined
with just the right suggestion of
mannerisms to convey distinctly

would have been
Brown's ‘Body” ‘s
written that anything\other than
the utter simplicity of setting
used in the Otterbein production
would only confuse and detract,

lost. “John
so  vividly

Dayton, will depict all the fem-
inine roles—the sweethearts of
the heroes, the defiant Northern

| mother who dares to pray for
| John Brown and the proud and

disdainful mistress of a Southern
plantation. | . i
- Tickets for' the production will '
go on'sale Monday, Feb. 19, at

-| the Cowan’ Hall box office. Daily

boxi'office hours will be 1-4:30
p.m: Telephone reservations may
be  made: by . calling 882-3611;

:  during the same ‘hours.

each character 'he déscribed.
Conried’s wealth of technique,
added to the flowing beauty of
Stephen Vincent Benet’s words,
made images of John Brown,
Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee
and many other lesser known
Personalities which will long be
reinembered, G
ILLUMINATING THE stage
with the perfecfion of her por-
trayals was Miss Judy Stone.
As" Lucy Weatherbee she was|
| frivolous and vain, as Sally Du-
| pre and Mary Lou Wingate she
| was steel in a velvet cloak, and
as Melora she ;was poignantly
| young and guileless. o
Richard Berry gained added
stature as’ the jwo young men
touched by ‘the conflict of the

- THE PRESENT STAGE aflap-
tation of the original Béet Boeri
includes a chorus whose" nusic
anl sound effects heighten ;and -
and sound effects heighten }and
intensify the pace’and mood of !
the narration, The ‘A Cappela |
Choir  under ‘the direction of
Richard: Chamberlain performed
this' function in unquestionably
excellent style.. -+ . i
Lastly.’ to Director ., Charles |
Dodrill 'goes, a huge bougquet of
orchids ‘for the,.choice of: “John
Brown’s Body” in the first place,
for securing the top quality ser-
vices of Hans: Conried, and for
shaping, molding and polishing
‘the whole production tothe" Jus-
ter of its final presentation.
Bravo! )
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