
,-Ectitonar~~- ·. , ?·~\ 
! · Arts Festival Serves ~;"All-· 

A series of events in . the. second annual_, ptterbein Col­
lege Festival of Arts will get underwa;r t~1~ Sunday. All 
events will center around . _the theme Cr1sJB. ap,:t,, E;xpr~s-
sions· the Civil War." ·' ·· •· "· ·, : ·· 

,Upon looking at ,the schedule .'we fin~ three •lect_u~es, 
1· t' hib'it the showing of a silent f.ilm. · wlth, cr1hcal ,an--.,ar ex • ·, , , · · · f 

commentary,· a .folk song progra_m,. 11n«:1, th~ Pr. · 
a narraii'(e drama w~th chor,_l}l singing. . ~. ·tt, 

· A yet closer,. &xaminatlbn · of the Festl 
up reveals th'at the't-~llege. ~as ob!ained 
known,personali~to,?arti.c1p. ate ~n .the 
among these i11 P1Uffzer Prize. winning aut 
and>: Hans Co~~ied;. comedy and drama* , 
fil:aui"~d tele'V'i!-lcin. .. · · . , 

tw.··1eet that the College has performed ,quit4! 
f~ t)l.e c~~*Y .iii: presenting thi~ Fest~v11l 

· that.there ls al least one event on the.pr .. 
appeal'to every resident of the Westervlllit 

Famed Broa.dway, .. TV 
Star To Appear ·,\H~re 

The Otterbein College ;Theatre also has been a ftequent guest . 
an111ounced today that, after1 sev- on the Jack Paar.show. . 

' "' .. ' ' ' :. ' . ',I!!! .• 
Elral mon°!S of negotiation, ~ , , ACCORDINq/ .T(). ~fOf , Do-
Conried, st&- . of ~ttrge, screen; drill, Conried ~ill arrive on the 

· radio and b!Je'(_ision, eas .. been Otterbein c~tis · onc;'Jr,eb. 24 to 
secllil'l..~ to .' !iue~t -star ; ~ the participate in 1d f~al',~ :teJiearsals · 
March 1, 2 and 3 production of for 'tlie : produdil:ln:'.,'H~?will, ap­
Stephen Vincent Benet's ''John the ··narrator' in. 1lhis- ·· 

~1".>wn's B~y.':. Final . conf·i·rm_" .... _a .. - Pu. , ,litzei;: P:[:r' . · w&inll.:' epic . 
hon of Conr1ed s a~~, , . ,pbem, •',9. - , .· turned into a 

.. received a few,diays ago, ·lfcOr- p)ay that hail: termed' ten- ' 
';;J ding . to ProGi\~les , Dodrill, 'c1er, moving/ roimantic, (heroic . 

l)ifector of Thea~ . . , 'and; dra,matically _ excitin 
· , Conried,b,as 'sta_rred k !n .•.. : .. ~· '~Ti~k.ets 'Will, go ;i:(i' · 

Broadway" production 9-1•:•C:ote .. . · ·:~ , · . · .. , ,. ·," 
. .., "C C ., d. th. 're. _19 _for this production, . 
-Porte,-~ ,an- an an,,,, ... e,.,.:. '·· ·:_.:iveir, 9f· 

cent hit, · 'Tall . Story. •, Dunnif ~io" cstar.'l::"in: 
the past Wl/0 years he . has a,p- • · 

. peared as.' "Uncle Toon~se" on, bem 
the Danny Thomas TV show .. Ht1 ~c>n. 
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J'!Jl.fical Star Hacks I 

Own .Biographical Sketch 

The answer came in the form 
of a biography prepared by Cori-

. ·· pus. 
ri\,'11• a1"!nt: Throughout· the [ ·,; · A whole gallery of char-
biography are script notations c·· acters and sections nar­
written by the star himself. The f;., ." I rating' and setting the scene 
following are excerpts from the [Z · ; of the great American sec­
paper, with Conried's comments f •, 'l tional conflict will be ren­
written in parenthises: t:., ·· ' dered by a ~ast of three 

"REAL NAME - Hans Conried l, .. :<'·1· actors, Hans Conried and 1 

(! would have changed it to this?) f,,~. ·. h".'o Otter. pe.in student. s, 
... Hair - brown (also gray and/,:,· .. ' with 16,.mernbers of ·_the Ot-
thinning).' I' . : terbei,n ''·-'N Cape,Ila :'' Choir 

" . I : ·: supplying battle songs, love 
_Hans Conned has_ (usually) I.:' .· :: songs, chants and sound ef-

enJoyed a career spanning several r ·: !'' fects,s,r!:t . , · 
theatrical med!a, ;1"r~m Holly-[:'< · j •'ri~~~1 will be availab~jl 
wood's standpoint it is unusual! , I at .c~an Hall' box ·office 
that during these 25 years he has 1 · , from,·111:o' 4:30 p.rn, Reser-
never been under contract (maybe; vat ions :,-may,, be made by 
this isn't anything to brag about)./, . calling TU 2-3611. 

"It was in a succession of uncutf\ .--~, -, 
Shakespearean plays that he en-/-·,,:: 
tered Hollywood radio in 1936. ~;\; 
He had (the temerity to play)[".,: ·· 
second leads in support of the t~.-.­
late John Barrymore in a broad- :. 
cast series of 'Streamlined Shake- .·., 

! 

speare' the following year but, f-------~--
with the Bard's works so rarely -----. 1 

presented, Conried (took the first "TWICE THE NAME oi Hans I 
of many steps downward and) Conried has appeared on Broad­
developed less classical facets to way. First in Cole Porter's 'Can- . 
his repertoire . , . Can' as W,e ~ulgaritm sculptor, 

Boris .~nadze/ lie claims 
"HE WAS STILL in high school it was Jot 80 mooh for ·the criti-

when he played his first stock, cal · · ("helpful -and ade-
and in 1935 moved to Los Angeles quat · received for'1iis char-
with. his family and launched his acterization but forCCflfs '\,lnerring 
successful career ($15 a week·?) ability. to pro~Uoni,e the name 
as a radio actor. During the be- that gained Mm the· opportunity 
ginning he sought .work in allied to portray the role, which he 
fields where he could learn by created in Broadway. Early in 
observing huma1(''.nilture (sold 1959 he was starred in tae How­
basketballs and '' demonstrated 

ard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
punching bags). . . .. comedy ''Tall Story.'' ... 

"He has appeared in over 100 "On the personal side, the lack, 
motion pictures including '3 for of privacy an actor faces seems 
Bedroom C,' 'Big Jim McLain,' to be the one aversion Conried 
'Bus Stop' and 'Mee,t Me in Las has to the theatrical profession. 
Vegas.' Recently he was the He owns a comfortable home in 
voice of both Captain Hook and the Hollywood hills with a mag­
Mr. Darling in Walt Disney's 'Pe- nifi.cent view of Lake Hollywood 
ter Pan' and . will likewise be ,!sometimes there's sm 
heard as the voice of the Grand "'He is an incurable 
Wazier in UPA's first full length' postage stamps; Jap 
cartoon ·'feature,' 'Magoo's Ara- guards, {iny, ,{:complica 
bian Nights.' , and figurln~~om n( . 

His enactment of the '.:title role and other Oriental .objEICts 
in. ~e. 5000:'.F4ngers· '.of Doctor ('Plus four children)."· , 
T' is. ·-R~f/l,a).lij. /itJ.i:ls.t r.emember¢d The Cowan Hall box of 
(mcist!x~.Ji..Ki.,fl~}lywood .. It. was open Feb. 19 for "John . i;;', 
the ou1stan'11ing. mqney loser of Body.'' Box office hours ~ate 
all time). . . • · ",., .. ·· · · · :, from 1-4:30 p.n'( weekdays · 



}F9~~,,d Rehearses With Student Actors ·:. 
Glies~~~ii';,, H'.~: Conried (center) rehear8811 with Otterbein College stud,e,itts Rich­

ard BerrYJ.'~891'. Cumberlan(J, Pa.: and J11dy Stone, Dayton: for the Otterbein J~!IJ:re pre­
sentation,, ;"john''Brown's Body" scheduled for today, Friday and Saturday 'In: Cowan 
Hall. t!inie,i!I 8:30 p.m.Jc: . ' . . ' 

I ,,<t~,' \; .,' . , ,, ~\d, ,, a 

Ve·rsatlle SlioWman : DisCussesf 
Th8iter and Its Effect .. Today, 

By Sarah Skaates 
Actor, lecturer,- niirrator 

personality and· philoiioph~r ~ 
Hans Conried i~ ,,an tti~e and 
more. , , · ·· ·, ' , , 

'l!aking .aJhJ.'riklJletvveen Mon­
day night ,,febeiujals of' "John 
Brown's Body," :-~nlng t'od11y 
on the CoW'11n- 0 HaJ.i' Stage,· the 
tall actor with :the. penetrating 
dark eyes· r~ected\on the ?10:i-ld 
of show ql:!9iiµln· .. ~)iich has been 
his , life. _,,i., ,.;,.; :; \:~i 

Reaffin.nfug;:ati;~arlier, sta~e-
ment, Cllntied ed the. pur-
pose of ~e , . "The busi-
ness of ·~l ·primarily to 
entertai~\.,_'' also educate 
after it 'h~, ined; all w~ll 
and good/ I· too, that. thea-
ter had a strong moral obiiga-
tion to the pubiic.'' , ' 

ON. CHILDREN'S, THEATER­
"It is hard., to. ·say :what -preci~e-< 
1y is children's ·theater: We did a, 
big production 'of' .'Hansel ahd 
Gretel' irt' \\'.hich I., i>l~y;ed: 'the 
witch. 'Tliis ;was' a;,'gq?ll 'chi~d,.. person~lity. 

::::s fri~:1~~:~tt=~:~~~ 
a smile lie.: liqdett; ~~Or 'the cnild 
in ·mind!'~·--·~ ~ '::.·:~\,':t··,, . .<, ·, 

A veteran' ,,_'Chllracter': acti:>J;', 
Conried spoke ·.'api;>rov.ingly, of 
radio where he worked for close 
to twenty_ yeat~'.·::"lt (radfo)' ga've 
the audience·their ,widest stage," 
he said, But Conreid , belie','es 
radio now is a lost cause. 

I 

t. a 
ac was:1tl\./i'; n · uest on, 

"Oniy to::'tth~ ~!!'Ht 
everyone it_',~7~the ;,,jiN!nber, 
banker, assumes a: character, No 
one; ever really sho'Jf:~ himself 
to othens. )3ut this' mask he 
wears must~6f"'be too, far from 
the truth;.~ it'1'\'mus '', 1:;~·, close 
enough for hifri;;i:tt> slip~ easi-
ly," ,"<'i 

Conried admits he enjoys the 
perso~~t:Y aspec'tS of his pre­
sent work,' feeling that:, it ad­
ded to<his already achievird sta­
ture at en actor, 'gives new di­
mensiort to his · career. "Another 
'Stri~ · the· bow" as h~ put it. 

'"Jliins!" came the Rummons 
of director Charles Dodill ·from 
the stage. ''!We're going down­
stair&. , Come en down to the 
green room theater shop room 
,below the- stage,,w_hen you're fin-
ished.'' · , 

And so it was back to 'i~brief­
ing and another reheatiial of 
"John Brown's Body' for this 
"1ersatile and talented entertain-

.!,'< :: ,fi-)t 

Arts Program 
Moves Into 
Final Week 

The final week of the 01 ter­
bein College Fest iv al of Arts 
program will fcal11re a thealer 
production; lectures and lwo 
musical events. Complete sched-
ule is as follows: , 

March I, 2, 3-Theater produc­
tion of "John Brown's Body" bv 
Stephen Vincent Bene!, si'a;.rin~ 
Hans Conri_ed, professinnn 1 _g,w;t 
star a n d well-known stage, 
screen and TV actor, The plaY 
also will feature the Otterbei;, : 
College A Capella Choir under ' 
the direction of Prof. Richard I 
Chamberlain at 8:30 p.111. in 
Cowan l!a!L 

March 5-Two lecturr•s h,· 

1 Bruce Catton, noted Ci\'il \\'ar 
histori.:u1 aµd, senior editor. 
"Am~rican·- :•lieritage,' n:30 a.m, 
lecture in Cq_~~~'.Hall will be 011 

the subject "Aiiie'i-ica's Tragedy," 
3:30 p.m. lecture in Cowan Hall 
will be, "The Ordinary Soldier 
in lhe Civil War." 

MARCH 7-"Folk Songs of 
the Civil War Period," by Grace 
Creswell. one of America's fa­
vorite , folk singers. 8:30 p.m., 
Cowart Hall. 

March 11-"An Evening with 
Stephen Foster and ,Ben Hanby,'' 
feat1,1.rjng, a di~ssion by Fletch- , 
er Hodges, noted · aut~ority on 
Stepllen Fo~ter and a d' , 
by Jt.tdge_ Earl, R. Hoo 
authority on Ben H 
With , , the· Ottei,bei!l',\, 
Cappell.,;oheir ano, '' 
8 p:m./ Cdwari. Hall. ~ 



Many Stories .R~lated· 
In 'John Bi Body' 

''John Brown's Body," the St an lore as funda-
phen Benet poem that puts the lt Whitman. The 
Civil War, into a.,d;amatic nut- ork, in the.original 
shell, wili 'be sta y the Ot- telling the terrible' story 
terbein College · b.eil;:. ,of the Union and Secessionist' or-
next attraction;· . deal, have been reduced for this 
and Saturday, March 1-3.. ·ltfaed version to be pl a y'e d 
Conried; star of stage, films;~radio' ltithin a normal two hour per-. 
and TV will guest. star in the formance. · ,.··, 
production. ..,,,,, '' '' Taking its title from the song 

Prof. Charles Dodrill will di- that Northern osldiers sang in 
rect the production i,n the same their camps and on their marches, 
pattern that achievetl. theatrical "John Brown's Body" presents a· 
success for the famous epic for panorama of the critical struggle 
two seasons, from the fall of 1952 of the 1860's that has become the 
to the spring of 1954, in New haunting keynote of American 
York and on tour. history ever since. Prof. Richard 

A whole gallery of characters, Chamberlain will direct the chor­
and sections narrating and setting ti!\ ''of 18 voices which will supply 
the scene of the great American a niusic'al and orchestrated ·set­
sectional conflict, will be render- tiflg to the play. 
ed by a cast of just three actors, : · 'lthe narrative is held together 
Hans Conried and two student i>:f'the tale of two romances. One· 
actors, wit!f \I- chorus of eighteert if'the fove of Northern recruit 
supplyfnr"l 't!aWe songs, love r.~~_El)y11.t f?.~ th.e g. irl, _Meli:>ta, 
songs,'.·ch~' lrid sound effect~. ti~tritrne 'llctonI'W'irenneemg cap-

'£i't'Y"'1'in\':e "John B~· i1V1trafter. a'.., The other 
' · ·· · · · rui.il' MFthe".lfov~1~. 

ti)crat, Clay' 
'·re. Both of these valiants 

.. trayed here by Con-

generation whose lives w.;e dis­
rupted· by the Civil War, the 

·poem also draII,1aticall:yJl),igh1ights 
some real hi$ ,;tjgµ;res,: ~ 
John Br.ow · · . ~~~~~\t8e 
doomed· slavecetrtanc1patmg• ·rMd 
across the , · · · · 
startling ov 
self, Lincoln, 
er leading part 

A. student ac 
will, portrayjt 
of the ml.tfoh's: 
actress wilt['de 
in~:r<il~s -:- i, ' 
the, heroes, the' 
mother who ·,· 
John Bro 
disdainful 
plantatio 

'Otterbein C'c:'1!;911 Thcu1tre 
i ~; .... ;, j ·' ! 

···HANS· CON REID -
. In . . 

11 John Brown's. Body" 
Now thru Sat., March I, 2, -3. 
Cowan Hall, Westerville 8:30 p,m. 
For' phoh•· Ros.,· TU..2;361,1 · from 

. .' ·.,. I lo 4:30 p,m. daUy. 

HANS CONRIED 

IN !Ii 1 , . 

JOHN BROWN'S. BODYi 
By STEPHEN VINCENT BENET 

! ~t:1~ ', 
r··if~, 



Hans Conreid Will .. 
, In Theatre Prodirc 

The Otterbein College Theatre a~noun, 
. , that, after several months of negotia:tion,.H · 

star of stage, screen, · radio and · tel · · · 
secured to guest star :ui the Maroh" , 
tion of Stephen Vincent Benet's "John 
Final confirmation of Conried's appearance 
ceived ·a fevr._days ago, ac­
cording to Professor Charles 
Dodrill, Directm ·Of .Theatre. 

Conried has starred in the 
Broadway .production. of Cole 

Porter's "Can-Can'.' •. and · the 
recent hit, ''Ta1l. ,Story." Dur­
ing the past two years lie has 
appeared as "Uncle TOIOllOOSe" 
on the Danny Thomas show. 
and he has ,been a frequent 
guest on the Jack Paar Show .. 

According to Prqfessor 

Dodrill, Conried ~\ mive 

on the campus l~ Z4 to 
- participate in •'.~"rehearsals 

• •\ •J rt 

for the production., .~e will 
appear as tht;, ~tor:~ the 
.FluJ.itzer Prize vlimtlng epic 

poem, a poem turned into a 

play that is tender, moving, 
romantic, · heroic and dram-
atically exciting. .. 

Tickets will . go ., .on sale 
FebrUiarY: 19. for ,11Ph!.,,produc­
tion, the ~· ~ranee 
ever, of ,a .Jl!('Ofessional guest 
star'\ in an Otterbein College 
Theatre prodiuction. 

Meet Hans Conreid 
"What is a star really like?" is a question of'e:, asked 

As the date nears (February 24) for the arrival of well­
known stage, screen and television star Hans Conried on the 
Otterbein College campus, a more pertinent question might 
be, "What is Hans Conried like?" 

A partial answer to the above 
recently by Charles Dodrill, Ot­
terbein College Theatre director. 

in which Conried will star on 
the Cowan Hall stage on March 
1, 2, 3. The answer came in. the 
form of a biography prepared by 

biogra.phy are script notations 
written by the star himself., The 
following are excerpts from the 
papers, with Conricd's comments 
written in parenthesis. 

"Real name-Hans Conried. (I 

would have changed it to this?) 
... Hair-Browii. (also gray and 
thinning). Hans Conried has 
(usually) enjoyed a career span­
ning several theatrical media. 
From Hollywood's standpoint it 
is unusual that during these 25 
years he has never been under 
contract (maybe this isn't any­
thing to brag about). It was in a 
succession of uncut Shakespear­
ean plays that he entered Holly­
wood radio in 1936. He had ( the 
temerity to play) second 
in support of the late 
Barrymore in a broadcast 

-~;:;;eid -cont~ -

of "Streamlined Shakespeare" the 
following year but, with the 
Bard's works so rarely presented, 
Conried (took the first of many 
steps downward) and developed 
less classical facets to his 

high school 
when he played his first stock, 
and in 1955 moved to Los An­
geles with his family and launch­
ed his successful career ($15 a 
week?) as a radio actor. During 
the beginning he sought vtork in 
allied fields where he could learn 



PUBLICij'.©PINION 
ABOUT AND FO• .· ~.l::IE 'WESTERVILLE AREA . 

) 

Civil War Theme:FOr 
OC. Festival Ol,"Arts 

V . 

The second arinual :Festival of Hall at 9:30 a.m. · 
Arts will be held' at· Otterbein arc~s3-Theater·~uctlon 
College, Feb. 25 through March .••1.• ·. ·. Broy,n. ·. 1sllif13ody," · by 
11. The festival will· consist ot · Vlncent:·Benet;, ~g 
exhibitions, lecturea,. tlleat~. pro- professional:t'f!M!'si,.ta.r~Jie~&¢<>1'· 
duction and music ·centered, ried and· featuripg the· Otterbein 
around the theme "Crisis and:Ex- College· A Cappella Choir. Cur­
pression: The Civil War.'~!:"C~om, tliln tuneds 8;30 P•:m.Pin Cowan 
plete schedule of events 'is as" Hall..·.,. \.tr/:,,,, 
follows: .. 1 Match. ];,-Lecture ,by Bruce 

Feb. 25-Maroli · 11 - ExMbits Catton, senior editor of the Amer­
of Brady Civil W~ ·photographs ican Hedtage Magazine, .Pulitizer 
in the ~ociation · B ui'l d,i n g Prize. winner of 1954 for his book 
Lounge and e:xMbits. of profess- "A Stillness at AJppomattox," and 
ional Broadway theatei produb- noted Civil War historian, at 9:30 
tioris around the, Civil' War i~ ~.m. 1il!4 ~:3pp.m. · · 
Cowan Hall foye~: ·. .: • March · 7.---c~:'Folk Songs of th,e 

Feb. 25-,Sileht. movie, "The Givll· 'V(iu:' .·l;'elliod'' by · Grace 
General," starring Buster Keaton 
~t' 8 p.m., Cowan Hau: Piano' ac­
companiment lrtd • disctl.ssion on 
the film will be provided by Rob~ 
ert Verbeck, s.ile'nt: film author­
}ty from Cubbage Corners · Mu-
~eum. · · . ~ . 

Feb .. 266--Introduction: to the 
festival program _in:C<!Wa~ Hali 
rt 8:30 a.m.::,·· ..... :- .. :<·· ··., ,.; .. :. 

Feb. 28:,-,-Jaml/s .. A. ·,.}U;1o~es, 
state auditor of. Ohio and noted 
()hio author ···~f:"'rhe . ';l'riilf,-of 
Mary Todd .Lincoln" and: "John­
flY Shiloh," wm'iacture in Cowan 

·,Student Cast To .Play 
!With Professional Star I . 

<;:ressweH, one of America's fa­
yorite folk singers, at 8:30 p.m. 'in 
Cowan Hall. 

March 11-''An Evening with 
Stephen Foster end Ben Hanby,_t 
featuring a discussion by . Flet" 
cher Hodges, curator of th~ Fost­
er Hall Collecti~_at thej'Vniver-

sity of Pittsburgh,1and·. ···fi. · '_oted au­
thority on Stephen Fo · • ill be 
given at•' a, p.m. in 'C . ·, .:,Hall. 

The Ottel'bein A C_appella 'Choir 
and Gle~ ,Clubs· wiµ sing ·the fa­
vorite Foster. · and. Hanby songs 
t>f the Civil War' period. 
; All eVeJ:\~)911':~#i.e. Festival of 
(l.rts schedule:,t:7are~;,op,en to the 
public. ~;.. ·, 

Professipnal guest star Hans 
Conried. wi!l find preparations 
for the. Otterbein College Thea­
tre productiot{ Of "John Brewn's 
Body" well in hand·. when he ar­
rives on the campus Friday, ·Feb. 
23, for final1 rehearsals. 

Pa.; along with 17 me;,,bers of 
the A Cappella Choir. Student, 
Richard Davis, currently serving'· 

Reser\>ations for ''.John Brown's 
··Body," .whfch will'be presented 

March l,'::2·· and 3, may be made 
·, at the Cowan Hall box office. The 
, bo)C off id! · is ope)J.' from 1-4 :30 
p,m. daily. 

In the production, Conried will 

as Conried's stand-in, will appear 
in the proposed tqur presentation 
of the play. 

THE ACTORS WERE chosen 
especially for their strength ip. 
vocal expression. Although ex0 

tensive physical movements arfi 
not present in "John Browni'ii·. 

Arts · F esti1val 
To · Open Sun. 
At. Otterbei1n 

The· two-week Festival of 
Arts program begins Sunday on 
the Otterbein College campus. 
Centering around the theme · 
"Crisis a n d Expression-JI' h e 
Civil War," the festivafv'~ill 
consist of Exhibitions, lectures, 
theater production . :md special 

m~s~~lete s~he&; t~e first 
week of the festival includes: 

Sunday, Feb. 25-Initi~l show-
ing of Brady Civil War photo­
graphs in the Association Build-
'ing lounge with a c~ffee hour .. 
from 3-5 p.m. The showing will I\,'. · 
be q,pen to the public: ' i:t,--i' 

Exhibit of Broadway theater \\·}.··\ 
productions centering around the ·tf · 
Civil War in the foyer of Cowan,·,;,;· 
Hall. r: . ' 

Sil~nt movie, "The General" rr"' 
starrmg Buster Keaton at 8p.m . . : 
in Cowan Hall. ,. 
. MONDAY. FEB. 26-,-Introduc­
tion df"Festival of Arti$program 
at 9:30 a.m.,_ Cow Hall. 

, ; i ':i.ppear in the role originally cre­
ated by RaymQnd 'Massey, por-
traying 's~ch, acters as John 

Body," the action flows swiftly 
and dramatically from beginning 
to end, largely through the fluent 
and varied speech of the actors. 
The choir serves as a chorus, 
painting t)le background with 
songs of battle, lharching hymns 

Directors Make Preparations 
Brown; R · Lee and Abra-
ha,m:Y, ' · ing with 

and choric comments. Making preparations for final rehearsals of the Otterbein 
Movement' . is also provided College Theatre presentation of "John Brown's ;Body" are 

through '.dl:aI11atic lighting ele- :P:tof/Richa:td Chamberlain {left). Choral Director; and,Prof. 
ments/'fdesigrted - by Professor Chlll'leli:OodtilL Director of Theatre. Guest star Hans·conried 
Fred' Thayiµ-, Technical Director. will b' seen in the March 1. 2. 3 production. 

th~; \ _ . · students 
Miss 'iJ' . , Dayton; and 
~ichard-Berry, N.ew .Cumberland, 



REHEARSAL - Actor Hans Conried is 
preparing for a presentation of "John 
Brown's Body" next Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at . Otterbein. College in 
Westerville. The dramatic reading is 

one of a series of Festival of Arts pro­
grams centered on the Civil War .. Back­
ing Conried ls the Otterbein A Capella 
Cholr-(Dispatch Photo) 

IN SHOW AT OTTERBEIN . :,Ii~"-
. ,' ', ' ~ ),if~!~ 

Actor -Hans Conried''.½Sees 
• • . !~~ 

Doom of Br_oadw~y:Draµi~ 
- ' : 

By NED STOUT Arriving at 4 a.m. Satur-
The "unwholesome qu~lity" da?' following ·an airplan 

trip of numerous ground­
of current drama max be the ings, Conrled was impressed 
dQom of Broadway, forecasts by the Central Ohio lee 
Hans· Conried, veteran of 100 storm. "Send me s om e 
movies and countless radio photos of this; my kids have 
and television shows. never seen anything llke it," 

Conried made his predlc- Conried requested. 
ticin over lunch Saturday at THE "KIDS," th re e of 
Otterbein .College in Wester- them, are home at Holly­
vlll,e .• :lie ')Vel' t. into ·r~hearsal wood wlt.h the!: mother . , . 
the1;e1; this~, ekend. for a to whom Conned has been 

e ~-nigh .: ,erformance of married for 20 years. 
en Vin .. ent Benet's Bo~~ Maryland, but 

"John Brown•, Body," open- rear~Ui Callfornia, the mel­
ing Thursday 'in Cowan Hall llfluous Conried began his 
on the campua. career in radio. •• 
,;~ THINK WE'LL - 1~e the He,, "supported" the 
y · when Broadway shows John Barrymore and was a 

r,e solely· mllsicals. The sen- West, Coast regular In Orson 
tlonallsm :that we've been Well 8 Mercury Jheater 
tting In serious drama group. 

lately can be produced much THE WAR AND ''.the death . 
less expensively off-Broad- of radio'' thrust Conried Into bein campus cohried looks 
way,'' observed the Shake- television and an accelerated like an acto~. He affects a 
spearean-schooled actor. motion picture work schedule. slouch black hat, a green 
· .. "Personally, I'd like to see Ask him the stock question, overcoat of con s p I cu o u s 
a return to the drawing room "What's your fav9rlte role," weiglil; a l!ght brown tweed 
comedy sott of thing, but l and Conrled ls apt to reply, suit and a wide belt. 
doubt we. eve!:" will,'' Conried "The stock answer ls, "my " 
added. . . current role which presents AFI'ER ALL, you ~ever 
. "The drama', sensational~ one of the greatest challenges know what weather you 11 en­

ism today is f. direct ,refleo- of·my career'." , counter in the Midwest -
tlo!l of the llv, of the p~}'· ... Then, more seriously,· the although I am gl~d Y~? hav~ 
wrights. ,t..'' .~,; quick-witted C on r I e d may the India cifled, Con 

· · ,.,. dd· ried obs hlmslcally. 
"LET'S ,'F · most of a · And note, per. re-

the ·stuff is be! tten by "MY FAVORITE was one quest: "Be' and put some-
figs,' Conried said. ·. ·/, of. the all time great money- where in yqUr story that ti«k· 

"Onl)'. the audience~•: · can loosers, 'The 15000 Fingers of ets are still ,!fvailable. I don't 
bring ,II,· return· of the· less- Dr. Teas' - no one's ever llke to work, but as long as I 
5.ordi~ 118pects of life -on the heard of It." . am, we need· the m~ey," 
stage, Cilnried added. Striding ab~ut .,the, Otter- Conried said. • 



J,\.«.,-;r .. ,·.J:.•_.· ,'r··· --,, ; ' 

.'r/§ii:' Anc:J Theater 

:s~Hans Conreid Kee,fls B·usy, 
An Actor's Good Fortune 

~Ul .a . I ~~11il:: . r 1'3y ~ON PATAKY . . .,, 
.~ . ,fr j ,r.,._J ,' ' - - , . ..., . 

"I'".e heard you · dori't • ·}'AFTER Tms production 
drfiik,..-r said to.actor H~nil I'll go .. lrtJme"'to Hollywood 
Conned, h ere rehearsmg · · . , . · .. 

. this week for his guest' star for a quick change of shirts And Theater 
appearance in Otterbein Col- • · · then to Florida where 
lege's "John 'Brown's Body," we're doing a play. After 
March 1-3. ·' . '· . that-in April - I'll go with 
" "~o ! doll!t,"~he laughed. Paar·. to Japan and Hong 
I d1dn t know,_the fac_t wa~ Kong; He's filming back­

so well k~own .. , ,. . ground material for his new 
, I men!io11ed C!)rta1_n ~ds weekly · show" (Paar leaves 

I d se~n m the past lmkmg his current show March 31) 

·. 'John Brown's Body' Brilli~ntly 
Performed By ·otterbein Group 

him with a 1:>rand of iin. He "John·' Brown's Bodyi• 
laughed agam. . . fe~turing a , chorus of 17 

"PAAR TOOK' good care V?Ices, opens '.rhursday eve­
of that when he began kid- mng at . Otterbein's Cowan 
ding me _on the air about my Hal!. <::urta!n thrte- is, 
not drinking," he said. "As a Well vie~- it. duriDSf, 
result, I lost the account. r~hearsaL Wednesd. 
q'hey knew all along I didn't mng, and will carry 
drink,· but · evidently didn't Thursdar morning. 
care until the fact was seats r~main for T 
brought out on . the Paar ~nd Fnday, while 
show!' is nearly •V!'ell-out:' 

Exhausted f~om his be- · · 
lated arrival here at 4 a.m. 
Satm:day morning and sub­
sequent full-day of rehear­
sa:, the tall actor discussed 
his career. '-

"I'v!l 'tn~naged to keep 
busy-goOd fortune for an 
actor.,'.'.· be said.: "IR. addition 
'to ~ffi.:a'tic reaeings and 
v_arro~,: '.theatrical,'., produc-
tionvt h~ g . ,lf t the 
c~try, · ' several 
dnl 
thi 
Da 
fil 

• • . : . I • . • 

: 'John Brown's Body' Brea 
-:~1:,: . ' " 

Ofterbein's All-Time Reco 

----- -~--------
Thursday evening marks 

the opening of what may be 
the dramatic highlight of 
the local season. "It's "John 
Brown's Body," running 
through Saturday at Otter­
bein College's Cowan Hall. 

Guest-starring is Ha n s 
Conried, and actor of tre­
mendous magnitude. He can 
chalk up another in a long 
list of g Io w i n g.. perform-

THIS ADAPTATION of 
the Benet work is a new 
one, quite different from 
the Broadway version which 
starred Raymond Massey, 
Tyrone Power and Judith 
Anderson some nine years 
ago. 

Not only do I believe this 
to be a superior version. but 
I feel Conried demonstrates 
capabilities beyond those of­
fered by Massey in the origi­
nal. 

SHARING THE spotlight 
with Conried are Richard 
Berry and.Judy Stone in the 
leads, 'and a student chorus 
of 17. All have managed to 
showcase· their wares in a 
fashion that < w o u Id put 
many New York companies 
to shame. 

"John Brown's Body" is 
an unconventional under­
taking. H's not a play per se. 

1·but more of a reading. The 
work combines magnificent 
dialogue (lo which you must 
listen carefully) with inter­
spersed ch or a I stanza s, 
forming a narrative poem of 
epic prop;!Ftions. 

IN IT,· the Civil War be­
' comes a living saga. 

l urge everyone to see this 
prodl!ction: Director Charles 
Dodrili, Hans Conried, Mr. 
Berty ,(and\ Miss Stone, t_he 
cho.. II connected with 
thli!. · . have combined for 
onf'of -~'most stunning of-

rin s of ,;-::;~_.,_;~~'~.,~~--~-



"John Browns Body" Is 
Arts Festival Highlight 

The second annual Festival of Arts will be held at Otterbein 
college, February 25 throuhg March 11. The festival will con.sist 
of .exhibitions, lectures, theatre :produ<!tion and mmic 
around the theme "Crisis and Expression: Th Civil War." 

Complete schedule of events is as follows: 

February 25-Maroh 11-Exhibits 

of Brady Civil War photographs 

the Association 

lounge and exhibits of profes­

sionai Broadway theater produc­

tions centering around the Civil 

War· in Cowan Hall foyer. 

February 25-Silent ma v i e , 

"The General," starring Buster 

Keaton at 8:00 p.m., Cowan Hall. 

F.ebruJry' 26-Introductlon 

the Festival program in 

Hull at 9:30 a.m. 
February 28-James A. 

State auditor of Ohio and no­
ted Ohio author of The rrial of 

Mary Todd Lincoln- and 

Shiloh will lecture in 

Hall at 9:30 a.m. 
March 1, 2, 3-Theat~r produc­

t:on of John Brown's Body. by 

profes,:onal star }fons 

Conrad and featuring the Ot­

terbein College A Cappella 

in Cowan Hall. 
March 5-Lecture by Bruce Ca­

ton, senior editor of the Ameri­
Magazine, Pulitz.er 

winner of 1954 for his book A 

led Civil War historian, 
A.M. and 8:30 P,M. 

March 7-"Folk Songs 
Civil War Period" by 
Presswell, one of America's Fa­
vorite folk singers, at 8:30 P.M. 
at Cowan Hall. 

March 11-"An Evening with 
Stephen Fosler and Ben Harby, 
featuring a discussion by Flet­
cher Hodges, curator of the Fos­
ter Hall Collection at the Uni­
versity of Pittsburgh, and noted 
authority on Stephen Foster will 
be given at 8:00 P.M. in Cowan 
Hall. Then Otterbein A Cap­
pella Choir and Glee Clubs will 
sing the favorite Foster and 
Hanby songs of the Civil War 
Period. 

Han's To Star 
Appearance of Hans Conricd in the C II 

of "John Brown's Body" on March l . 2 o ege Theatre prncluet'on 
turcs of Ott b · , . ' ' 3 will be one of the ,ea-

er ems annual Festival of A t I d 
for February 25 through March. 1 l. rs. Sc H' uled this yem 

Adapted from the powerful epic B t "J poem by Stephen Vincent 
ene' ohn Brown's Body" nation'i:: drama. 

underscores the Festival of Arts M 
theme: Crisis· and Expression iss Judy Stone will depict 
The Civil War. ' all the feminine roles - the 

Tickets for the production will sw~ethearts of the heroes, the 
·defiant Northern mother who 

go on sale Monday, February 19. dares to prny for John Brown 
Reservations may be made by d 
calling TU 2-3611 from 1 to 4 ,30 m the pmucl and disdainful 
p.m. daily. mistres, of a Southern planta­

tion. 
Taking its title from the song 

that Northern soldiers sang in 
their camps and on their march­
.es, "John Brown's Body" pre­
sents a panorama of the critical 
struggle of the 1860's that has 
become the haunting keynote of 
.Amei'ican. hisrory ever since. 
; The narrative is held together 
by the tale of two romances. One 
is the love of Northern recruit 
Jack Ellyat for the girl, Melara, 
he came across· when fleeing 
captiviey after a battle. The 
other is the love of the Southern 
·aristocrat, Clay Wingate. for 
Sally Dupre. Both of these val­
iants will be portrayed in the 
Otterbein production by Richard 
Berry, junior speech major. 

Along with these imaiiinary 
figures representing the genera­
tion whose lives were disrupted 
by the Civil War, the poem also 
dramaliclly high-lights 

::real historical figures: John 
Brown, the fanatic whose doom­
ed slave-emancipating raid across 
the Potomac provided the start­
ing overture to the war itself 
Robert E. Lee, Abraham Lineal~ 
and some other leading partici­
pants. Hans Conried will por­
tray these great figures of the 

') 0ean~ "~Jf~ J 1 · '1.,.,?i ~-fj :J(l' _fiVV~ 
period ind a ~ .. ,w•; di~ wil! 
be shown on the campus frollJ, Feb. 
25 to ¥arch 11, ~e sil¥,t, movie 
!'lhc: ,Gen,:Qlll,g :. it:rri,ng, .-Bqster 
I(eaton; will'te. shCIOl'Jl 011 ll'eli. 25. 
James A. Rhoru:11, JW.ted Ohio au­
thor Oif "l'I~ \T~ia;l' at · :Mary Todd 
~"--"~ .Sh-iloh" wm 
lecture on Wednesd11y, Feb. 028, in 
P•~ .. n H. ,)11~1"', ~'iQ\tton, Senior 
~r .flf.,0,4,i ~n 0Heritage 
magazine, and author of ,'.'A Still­
ness at .Appomattox" __w.ill lecture 
Monday, March 5, at 9:30.a.m. ;md 
8 :30 p.m. Grace Cresswell, an. 
American ~llc:,•inger, ,...,;11 give se-. 
lectlons of melodies :popular during 
the Civil W.ar .period, March 7, at 
8 :30 p,m. ... ;rite fe~ti,:al is closed· 
ivith :~tii,1:tYCniug '.With Stephen 
Fo~~;~~.aa.n:6:r"·which will 
be;.Preseli1lef,~y,.;Mar .· . 
8 ~.m. · .thc;J to · 
the.'·.cake, 
''J6hu·. · 
2 and a:' 

lt Seel'.II· 
in •ord~· 
Th~~; 



Otterbein Reviews' Civj[if\Va~ 
IN a welcoming address to state singer, will be on tlie:campu~ ~~xt 

and national delegates attend- Wednesday evening~ ,present a 
ing a meeting of the Civil War concert of Civil War 1folk. songs, 
Centennial Commission in Wash- and a week from Sunday/March 
ington recently, Dr. Allan Nevins, 11, Fletcher 1Hodges Jr., . cutat(>r 
newly-appointed chairman of the of the Foster Hall Collection at 
commission, declared "we have the the University C?t Pittsbui'gh and 
task of interpreting the terrible a11 authority ·o:n · Stephen 'Foster, ' 
convulsion of a century ago in will speak. · · · 
such a way as to deepen the p·atri- The arts festival. got1 under 
otism of all Americans .. ," way this week when James. A. 

He explained that emphasis • Rhodes auditor of state discussed 
should l;>e given only to that which his, ·tw'o books bearing on the 
was really the most important and Civil War, "The Trial of Mary· 
memorable aspect of the conflict.'- Todd Linc O l n'-' ai;id "Johnny 
To accomplish this, he said, means , Shiloh.", _ 
liftfog the copmemoration 'to,, a 
high plane:' · , . · ;:V' ;-;~\: THROUGHOUT the two weeks' 

An outstandmg example -,of observancl several exhibits will 
how t~e observance ~an}be ~i_fte~:\ ~e on dispiay, including a collec­
to a high plane, reach mg jrom the . tion of Brady's photographs, show 
grass roots and ~he; common.I bills and programs dealing with. 
people ~o the mountam peaks an~• Civil War. theater productions, and 
the . p_amte~, poet, sculptor and, a collection of photographs depict­
mus!cmn, 1s the seco?d ann?~I ing Otti\rbein and the WesterviJle 
festival of arts, featurmg a Cml -'community during the war. 
War theme, currently in progress ·'. · : · , . 
at Otterbein College. , 1(' >\ ,.g,ttepem 1st~ be commend~d 

· ', .. ~ .. ,for,Uhe;.outstandmg program 1t 
mGHLIGHTING the twir.-wJitV~'Jias?_atranged so that ,Central 

observance is the present~ti~n of·'··'()hioans can gab! a ke.ener ~n~ 
Stephen Vincent Benef'i epic .fuller understandmg of the Civil 
poem, ''John Brown's Body," star-. War, . 
ring Hans Conried, supported by_ That the college s~ould partici­
Otterbein students and the col- pate in the centennial observance 
lege's a cappella choir. Perform- is fitting, for Otterbein and 
ances will be given Thursday, Fri- Westerville played/, . 
day and Saturday evenings, this in the period leadin ·,' 
weeR.' · · and during jh,:i:r:1; ·· 

Monday, March 5, Bruce Cat- Westerville wa1f·•a,s 
ton, Pulitzer 'prize-winning his- underground railroad, 'and o 
torian of the Civil War, will give Otterbein's best remembered sons, 
t~o addresses, at 9 :30 a.m. and . Benjamin Hanby; wrote one of the 
8 :30, p.m .. · unforgettable songs of the period, 

Grae~·,- Cresswell, noted folk "~Ay .Darling ~el!ia Grey!' 

H~n~ .. -~~-,j~d. 
Guest St'ars 
At Otterbf}i~i 

The Otterbein C o 11 e g e 
Theater's next production, 
"John Brown's Body," on 
March 1, 2, 3, will feature as 
special guest star, the well­
known stage,, screen and 
television star, Hans Conried. 
Mr. Conried will appear in 
the role · made famous by 
Raymond Massey in the origi­
nal ·hit production In 1953-54. 

This great · Pulitzer Prize 
winning poem by Stephen 
Vincent Benet, often called 
the American lliad. presents 
a whole- gallery· of charac­
ters, arid sections narrating 
and setting the scene of _the 
American Civil War. 

JOHN BROWN, Robert E. 
Lee, and 'Abraham Lincoln 
: "ill be brought to life by 
Hans Conried, while two 
Otterbein students will cre­
ate a variety of rofes,-includ­
ing the . two ]4ve 'stories that 
help 'bihd the work together. 
In addition the Otterbein A 
Cappella Choir will supply 
battle· so'i1gs, ',love songs, 
chants and sound effects. 

When "John Brown's 
Body" was first staged in 
New York ·in 19'53, Brooks 
Atkinson, then''c;ritic for the 
New. York' Tif!!eii, acclaimed 
it as "a piece'bf vivid thea­
ter, a stage petformance of 
fire· and b e ·a u t ,'.i" Walter 
Kerr;' critic of thj, New-·YO'I'k 
Herald Tribune,. proclaimed 
it "a --stunning success; that 
fills the reaches of the thea­
ter with its rolling rhythms." 



'JQhn/1,8rowf1~s Body' Is a key-note ?i lill:,e, _rican history 
ever since. 

THE NARRATIV'E +'> held to­
gether by the tai~ of two ro­
mances. One is the love of 
Noi:thern recruit Jack Ellyat for 
the yirl, Melora, he c~~ a,cross 

Critic Has All . Orchids 
For 'John Brown!s Body' 

· ·, By Sarah Skaates · ' Civil War and never to be quit!! 
"John Brown's Body," which the same again. Usually at his 

ran March. 1-3 on the Cowan best in lighticomedy, Berry here 
Hall stage, will go down in Ot- well demonstrated his. aptitul:le 
terbeiri Theater history as one for serious dramatics. 
of the, brightest stars in an al- Without the comp e I Ii n ·g 
ready polished crown. strength and lyric beauty, of-,B!l-

G~st actor Hans Conried lent net's poem, however the excel­
the sensitivity and depth of }erice of the ' acto;s involved 
characterfaation' for which his woU!d have been lost. · "John 
cai-eer 'has been noted.· His mas- Brown's 'Bodq''. ,'is. .~o yj'yid~y 
tery of language, vocal e:x,pres- written that anything. other than 
siori · and flexibility combined ~he utter sim1>1icity,. ,of setting 
with just the ·right suggestion of used in the Otterbein production 
mannerisms to convey distinctly w,ould onl.r, confuse ,and detract.' 
each character 'he described, · ,. THE Pltt~ENT l!ITAGE a!lap• 
· Con~ied's' wealth of technique, .tation of the original Ben~t 'i§bllli 
added to· the ·flowing beauty of includes a chorus wh'ose·_· niusic 
Stephen Vincent Benet's words, ah!' sound effects .' heighte'n'}s.fld . 
made images of John Browri, and sound eff.ects hel11hten fond 
AQraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee intensify the , ~ace· arid_ inooi:f, 'of 
a11.d many other lesser known the riarration." The 'A Cappela 
personalities .which will long be Choi ~- under ithe direction of 
remembered. ' Ric Chamberlain pe:rlormed 

lLLUMINATING THE stage tljis ti;m ,r unques,ti!)nab!y 
With the perfection_ oi her por- excellerit._)1tyle: t ' . . ;· · · · 
trayals was Miss Judy Stone. , Lastly.' to Director'\ Charles 
As' Lucy Weatherbee she_ Was_ 'Dod · .~~a huge··s,o_uquet of 
friv,olous and vain, as Sally Du- ore~! r the,.choice}9fl "John 
pre and Mary Lou Wingate she Brown's ,Body" in the ffrs.t place, 
was steel 'in a v~lvei cloak, and for securing the top qualitiY ser­
as Melora she ·:was· poignantly vices of Hans· Conried, and for 
young and guileless.· · ·shaping, molding and polishing 

Richard Berrf gained added . the wlj<ill\ production to ,.the· lus­
sfattire as' the awo young men ter of its final presentation. 
touched by , the conflict of the, Bravo! 

'"rom Poem 
~i·~\ ': ,. -

_\,, "John B.rown's .. iB.ody'' 
.underscores the Fe~tival of Arts when fleeing captivity after a 

battle. The other is the love of 
HiEi .. Southern aristocrat, Clay 
Wingate, for Sally Dupre. Both 

from the song of tliese ·valiants will be portray-
.. 'ed in the Otte.rbei~ production 

, by, Richard Beny, junior. speech 
· n;iajor fro~ Ne'IY Cumberland, 
:Pa. 

Along wi,th these imaginary 
~gures perresenting the genera­
tion whose lives were disrupted 
by the {:ivil Wa,r, the poem also 
lltamatically high-lights some 
~eal l,t ~ s tori ca I fiiwres: John 
Brown, the fanatic w1'bse doom, 
e'd slave-ema,ncip,iting raid across 
the Potomac provided the start­
ling, overture to the war itself, 
~o~ert E. Lee, A!braham Lin­
coln and some other leading par­
ticipants. Hans Conried will 
portray these great figures of the 
nation's drama. 

·Miss Jua'y Stone, senior from 
Dayton, will depict all the fem­
inine roles-,the sweethearts of 
the heroes, the defiant Northern 
mother who dares to pray for 
John Brown and the proud and 

di.sdai ~~-.· of a Southern 
plan '"h~I-

Ti for:' the 'pt,oduction will . 
·go on!.s!lle•Monday, Feb. 19, at: 
the Cow9,n: Hali'~ office. Daily 
box,loffice' .ho,urs'.*m be 1-4:3,o 
p.rn/Telephone reservations may . 

qe madl\1~ : callin .. · ·• g 882~36111' 
'd~ing the sa~ ~w;s- ', 
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