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Theatre Opener Set for Oct 11 '
HeddaGabler is Entry in Theatre Festival

Rehearsals have already begun 
for Henrik Ibsen’s gripping drama, 
Hedda Gahler, Otterbein College 
Theatre’s opening production and 
entry in the American College 
Theatre Festival XI.

Cast as Ibsen’s “new woman’’ is 
Karen Radcliffe. Portraying 
Hedda’s husband George Tesman is 
David Butterfield. Anne 
Kanengeiser and Robert Kokai are 
cast as Thea Elvsted and Judge 
Brack respectively; while John 
Ebner plays Eilert Loevborg. 
Completing the cast are Melissa 
Carey as Aunt Juiliana Tesman and 
Barb Hawkins as the maid Bertha.

These seven people are under the 
direction of Dr. Charles Dodrill in 
preparation for opening night, Oct. 
11. Hedda Gabler will run through 
Oct. 14. At sometime three judges

from the American College Theatre 
Festival will be among the 
members of the audience.

Immediately following the 
performance the judges will give an 
oral critique of the production, and 
then submit a written evaluation 
at a later date. By mid-December 
notification of whether or not 
Hedda Gabler has been selected as 
an American College Theatre 
Festival entry will be received. If

so, rehearsals for the show will 
resume.

On the regional level, Hedda 
Gabler would compete with other 
productions from Ohio, Michigan, 
and Indiana for the honor of 
performing in national competition 
at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington D.C.

Competition is not the only aspect 
pi the Festival, however, for 
workshops and lectures are an

integral part of the activities. 
Informal cabaret type performances 
provide students an opportunity to 
enjoy the camaraderie of other 
theatre students.

Although participation in ACTF 
would be an honor for Otterbein 
College Theatre, honor is not the 
only goal. Dodrill states: “This show 
is a marvelous one for young actors 
to stretch and grow in. The 
challenge is to make the characters 
as honest and believeable as 
possible, and avoid the obvious 
choices of making them overly 
melodramatic*’’

In keeping with the philosophy 
behind Otterbein College Theatre 
Hedda Gabler will strive to be 
entertaining as well as educational 
for both spectators and 
participants.

FIVE SHOWS FOR THE PRICE OF FOUR!!

Otterbein College Theatre 1978-79
NEDeA GABLER VANmES THE MERCHANT Of VENICE
. . gripping drama! . . . un-nervingly funny! . . . bri!liontly witty comedy! 

Oct. 11-14 Feb. 7-10 March 7-10

' . BRIGADOON HOW THE OTHER HALF LOVES
. . . romance, fantasy, song! ... modern, lany farce!

May 2-5 May 23-26 & May 30-June 2

SEASON TICKETS *11<» SAVE 21%!!
S#nd check to: Otterbein College Theotre 

Wetfervllle, Ohio 43081
Cowan Box Office 
Open September 28 
1-4:30 p.m« weekdays

y 890-3028
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'Hedda Gabler' to be
Attention to authentic 

period re-creation has be6n a 
major consideration of the 
Otterbein College Theaters 
presentation for their season 
opener, “Hedda Gabler,” 
Oct. 11-14 at 8:15 p.m. in 
Cowan Hall.

From the painstaking con­
struction of an authentic 
Victorian-period drawing 
room by scenic designer 
Fred .1. Thayer to the com­
plete new construction of all 
men's and women’s cos­
tumes—including foundation 
garments — by costumer 
Kathleen Lewicki, efforts 
have been made to give the 
audience a thorough repro 
duction of the mood and 
atmosphere created by the 
master Henrik Ibsen. 
“Hedda Gabler” often has 
been called the "master­

piece” of the father of 
modern theater.

The seven-member cast 
also has made extra efforts 
to find the mood and atmos­
phere of the changing so­
ciety of the 1880s, according 
to Charles W. Dodrill, dir­
ector of the show, which will 
be Otterbein’s entrant in the 
11th American College 
Theater Festival.

“We have been starting 
rehearsals with warm-up 
exercises accompanied by 
music of the period by such 
Scandanavian composers as 
Greig and Sibelius," Dodrill 
said. "The actors have taken 
great pains to learn about 
Scandanavia in the late 19th 
century.”

The show, which opens 
the 73rd year of theater 
productions at Otterbein,

marked by authentic designs
w'ill have its premiere per­
formance at 10 a.m. Oct. 11 
in a high school matinee. The 
high school matinee pro­
gram has become a trade­
mark of Otterbein College 
Theater wdth all major 
Cowan Hall productions 
opening with the Wednes­
day high school matinees.

Reservations for "Hedda 
Gabler,” as well as season 
ticket or<lers, are being 
taken weekdays from 1-4:30 
p.m. at the Cowan Hall box 
office. The box office will 
open at 7 p.m. the evenings 
of performance.

LEADS IN OTTERBEIN PRODUCTION
Karen Radcliffe, left, is Hedda; Anne Kanengeiser 

plays Mrs. EIvsted
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Festival Entry Set As Season Opener
Karen Radcliffe will star in the Ifiart emereinu new „**___ ^ . __Karen Radcliffe will star in the lead 

role in the Otterbein College Theater 
production of Hedda Gabler.

The Henrik Ibsen drama about an

emerging new woman attempting to 
realize herself through others will riin 
at 8:15 p.m. Oct. 1M4 in Cowan Hall. 

Miss Radcliffe has anneareH

Summer Theater produc-

-r hedda gabler - David Butter­
field stars as George Tesman and
Karen ^dcliffe is Hedda in the
Otterbein Theater production of

8:15 p m. Oct.U-14. The play will be Otterbein
College s entry in the American
College Theater Festival.

Otterbein 
tions.

David -Butterfield, who also has 
appeared in summer Otterbein plays, 
will play opposite Miss Radcliffe as 
George Tesman. Other cast members 
include Anne Kanengeiser, Melissa 
Carey and Robert Kokai.

John Ebner and Barbara Hawkins 
also have roles in the play.

Hcddn Gnblcr is Otterbein’s entry

in the American College Theater 
Festival where the production will be 
judged in regional and national compe­
tition.

Dr. Charles W. Dodrill is directing 
the play. Fred J. Thayer is designer 
and technical director. Costuming is bv 
Kathleen Lewicki.

Tickets for Ilcddn Gnbler and the 
theater sea.son are available at Cowan 
Hall box office.
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Otterbein to present Hedda Gabler
A veteran cast, featuring 

three who were seen ,in 
starring roles during Otter­
bein Summer Theatre sea­
son, highlights the Otterbein 
College Theatre season 
opener, “Iknlda Gabler.”

The Henrik Ibsen master­
piece of modern theatre 
opens October 11 at 8:15 
p.m. running through 
October 14. in Cowan Hall.

Karen Hadcliffe, Otter­
bein junior, will be seen in 
the role of Hedda, the 
emerging "new woman” at­
tempting to realize herself 
through others. Miss Rad 
<‘liffe starred in such Otter­
bein Summer Theatre hits 
as "Let’s Get a Divorce” and 
"The House of Blue Leaves.”

Another Otterbein Sum­
mer Theatre veteran, David 
Butterfield, will play oppo­
site Miss Radcliffe as George 
Tesman. Butterfield was

seen in major summer roles 
in "Oh, Coward!” and “What 
the Butler Saw.”

Anne Kanengeiser, a 
veteran of such shows as 
“Oh, Coward!” and “The 
House of Blue Leaves,” wdll 
play Mrs. Elvsted.

Melissa Carey will play 
Juliana Tesman. Miss Carey 
has been seen in major roles 
in "The Hot L Baltimore” 
and "The Streets of New 
York,” both past Otterbein 
Theatre productions.

Robert Kokai will play 
Judge Brack and John 
Ebner will play Eilert Loev- 
borg. Kokai was featured in 
last year’s Otterbein College 
Theatre productions of 
"Tarluffe” and "One Hew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.”
Ebner had major roles in 
"The Streets of New York” 
and "Applause.”

Barbara Haw^kins will be 
seen in the role of Bertha.

"Hedda Gabler” wil be 
Otterbein’s entry in the 
American College Thtatre 
Festival, meaning the pro­
duction w'ill be judged and 
critiqued and entered into 
regional and national compe­
tition.

“We are very extited 
about presenting “Hedda 
Gabler,” the work which 
show's Ibsen’s genius at its 
fullest, especially during this 
year, the I5()th anniversary 
of Ibsen’s birth,” states Dr. 
Charles W. Dodrill, director.

Prof. Fred J. Thayer is 
designer and technical dir­
ector. Kathleen Lewicki is 
costumer.

Tickets are now on sale at 
the Cowan Hall box office 1-4 
p.m. weekdays. Rehearse for ‘Hedda Gabler’

ffinoHooTFia Club
David Butterfield as George Tesman and Karen Radcliffe' 

as Hedda Tesman star in the Otterbein College Theatre 
production of “Hedda Gabler” opening Oct. 11 through 
Oct. 14, at 8:15 p.m. in Otterbein'’s Cowan Hall.
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‘Hedda Gabler’ costume fitting
David Butterfield takes a break from the Otterbein College Theater rehearses of ‘Hedda 

Gabler so he can be fitted with costumes for his character, George Tesman. So the 
audience can experience authentic mood and atmosphere created by Henrik Ibsen, Prof. 
Kathleen Lewicki Is constructing ail men’s and women’s costumes, Including foundation 
garments. The play opened last night and runs tonight through Saturday at 8:15 p.m In 
Cowan Hall. Tickets are available from 1-4:30 p.m. weekdays and Saturday from the 
Cowan Hall box office.


