' 'became the biggest hit on

produced around the world and
- “aroused great controversy as to

" life he has lived with his wife,

|involves a [failure ol values in

Otterbein.

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize
! Award, “Dcath of a Salesman,”
. opened February 10, 1949 and

- Broadway. The play has been

ts status as a play. .

. Playwright Arthur Miller calls

ithe play “a modern tragedy,” a

phrase often debated by theater

.C 7 critics. Miller also wrote ‘“All
My Sons,” “A View From The
- %Bx‘idgo"‘ and the . novelmovie,

The plot of “Death of a Sales-
!man” revolves around an aging}
isalesman, Willy Loman, and his
‘soul-searching as to where he
‘has failed with his life and his
- family. Through a series of
 flash-backs revealing the past

~his sons, and business associ-
- ates, the playwright dramati-
‘,‘ cally unveils where and how he
has failed to achieve success and
happiness.

Willy Loman's story plainly

the world around him. Willy
accepts the denatured ideals of
American  sociely, particularly
the over publicized ones. Hek
naively succumbs to success-
worship, to the belief that being

“well-liked” is a substitute for|

solid accomplishment. Yet, after
finally recognizing what he has

done, Willy retains enough stat- |
ure to recognize the folly of his |-
acts and to want to do something |-

to help his sons. Thus, his tragic

act at the end raises the play|
above social criticism to where|
it may be called, “the greatest |’

modern tragedy.”
Professor Charles W. Dodrill,
director of the play, states that

the play is one of the most divi- ||

cult we have ever attempted at

Otterbein. The acting roles are ||

o] very demanding for student ac-
tors. The play is characterized

| by extremely volatile emotional |

- scenes which require careful

["Death Of A Salesman”
Is May Day Selection

“Death of a Salesman,” célebrated play of the modern theater,|
i will be presented by the Otterbein College Theater, on Friday and |
Saturday, May 11 and 12 as one of the features of May Day at

and the Drama Critics Circle
[y " .

" planning and execution. One
. cannot read or see this play
f’\vithout getting deeply involved

in the tragedy of Willy Loman }
- and his family. We are proud to ||

‘produce this great modern play
for our students and local thea-
: ter-goers.”

Setting Adds Depth To
"Death of a Salesman”

The original Broadway setting for “Death of a Salesman’ was
designed by Jo Mielzinger, generally accepted to be Broadway’s top }
designer. Pictured above as it appeared on closing night, Nov. 18,
1950, after 742 performances, the setting, production and script re-
the Pulitzer Prize and the| '

ceived numerous awards, including

Drama Critics Circle Award.

“Dealth of a Salesman” will be
brought to life again on Friday
and Saturday, May 11 and 12, at
8:15 p.m. in Cowan Hall when

the Otterbein College Theater |
will present this great “modern|
tragedy.” Professor Charles Dod- .

rill, Director of Theater, is di-
recting the production and Pro-
fessor Fred Thayer is designing
the settings and lighting.
Westerville theatre-goers will
witness a production and setting
quite similar to the original. The
strange, cut-away setting is
necessitated by the flash-back

action of the script. The Otter-|

bein setting will include a fore-
stage projecting into the orch-

estra pit, and a sloped kitchen|
floor that has the effect of pro-|-

jecting the action into the laps
of the audience.

The plot of the play revolves|
around the efforts of.an aging}
saleman, Willy Loman, and his}|
efforts to achieve success by|

selling vpersonality. Through a
series of flash-backs the play-
wright reveals Willy's past life
and his fruitless search for an
ideal that does not exist, As the
action flows from kitchen to up-
per bedroom to an imagined res-

taurant on the forestage, we are|

transported through several im-

portant incidents that can only}

lead to disaster.

In the face of this disaster,
Willy, with the help of a rich
brother, conjured up from the
past, rises to the heights that

any noble man should reach in

an attempt to help his sons find
themselves. Though this act is
not understood by most, one son
understands and grows in stature
Thus, “Death of a Salesman” can
be called a great modern trag-
edy.

Tickets are now on sale at the
Cowan Hall Box-Office daily
from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. Reserva-

tions may be made by calling|

TU 2-3611.

"Death of a Sales-
man’’ Tickets

Tickets for the production will

g0 on sale at the Cowan Hall
Box office next Monday, April
30. Phone reservations may be
made by calling TU-2-3611.




o ,'By 'Sarah Skaaies
““Death "of -a Salesman”, to be
seen’ ‘May 11 12 on'the Cowan
Hall ‘stage; was in’ technical re-
hearsal Tuesday night when di-
rector. ‘Charles’ Dodrill' discussed
some, of the problems connect
ed with the production. ' -
* %I think ‘T can ‘say this is the

tried ‘here,” he said.. “Death of a
Salesman” is , particularly chal:
lengmg to- student actors, Dodril.
explained further, because i
leaps 15 'years forward or back:
ward ‘in - time ‘more tha nonce.
Aside from the acting de-
mands made by this Arthur Mil-
ter play, called by many the
greatest of the modern dramas,
the problems of technical co-
ordination are staggering.

N

| Dlrector Terms Death
Most Difficult OC Play

.changes are
_lighting We've tried to use warm

most . difficult *play. we've eves |

“YOU SEE, THE scene shifts

from the present to the past,
‘from reality .to expressionism,”
‘Dodrill went on.

“Most of the time these

indicated just by

lights “for reality with lots nf
blue for the dream-like scenes.’
As in many plays, there are
problems of quick costume
changes. In one of these, ‘two

' actors - must slip down wunseen

from the upstairs bedroom,
change, and re-enter the set in
25 seconds.

TUESDAY NIGHTS proceed-
ings were ~ halted *temporarlly
when still - another!: actor "an-
nounced from the wings “I'm
still in my shorts!” when his cue
was given.

' “This

:to be given Saturday, May :11-12,

X is a marvelouslv .con-
i structed play,” ®
* | opinion. “Angd:th »»gﬁ ' great

morality about

man with a

set of values.”
The director

and against classing “Death of &

Salesman” as a tragedy. “I think ||
‘now the only ones who refuse to |-
call it that arethe purists, and |-
they argue that Willie Loman is |¢
even |
though his last act " is'a noble |

not - a :noble charact T

one.” .
THE STAGE SETTING
helps establish the dual nature
of the play. From the skeletal
framework merely suggesting

the shape and structure of the|

house, to the very down-to-earth

furnishings, the visual aspects of |
the play seem to go along with |-

the expressed mood.

Tickets for either the Friday .

or Saturday. night performance
still are available at the Cowan

Hall box office. Reservations may | - :

be called in at 882-3611 from 1-
4:30 p.m.

co kaetely false |

ela‘borate’d by
citing the various arguments for |;

itself |-

Father Brings Gifts For Boys

4% An oxuberant salesman brings home s6 ne presents for lis: boys in the Otterbein
College Theatre production of “Death of a Salesman”
-|at 8:15 pm. in Cowan Hall. From left Happy (Richard: Berry):
Ltsman, (chhhrd Davis) who has eyes only for his star fomball

oks at his father Willy
er, Biff (Ron Ruble).

©lra pit,
j floor that has the effect of pro- -
*1Jectmg the action into the laps

'Play Setting

“To Be Similar
‘To Original -

" “Death of a Salesman” will be,
‘i brought to life again Friday and
| Saturday, May 11-12, at 8:15 p.m.
|in Cowan Hall when the Otter-
bein College Theater. will pre-

Director
of Theater, is directing the pro-!
duction, and Prof. Fred Thayer:
is designing the settings and
lighting.

Westerville theatre-goers wﬂl‘
witness a production and setting |
quite similar to the original. A
strange, cut-away setting is
necessitated by the flash-back |
' action of the script. The Otter-!
| bein setting will include a fore- -
stage projecting into the orches-
and a sloped kitchen

of the audience. |

The "plot of the play revolves
around the life of an aging sales-
man, Willy Loman, and his cof
forts to achicve success by osell |
ing personality. Through a scries |
of flash-backs {he plavawricht o
veals Willy's
fruitless scarch for
does not exist.

AS THE ACTION flows {rom
kitchen to upper bedroom to an
. imagined restaurant on the fore-
_stage, the audience is transport- |
ed through several important in-

]

past Jile and his
an ideal that

;cidents that can only lead to
| disaster.
[ In the face of this disaster,

'Loman, with the help of a rich
brother conjured up from the
past, rises to the hights that

any noble man should reach in
an attempt to help his sons {ind
themselves. Through this act is
not understood by most, one son
understands and grows in sta-
ture.

Tickets are now on sale at the

Cowan 1Hall box  office  daily
from 1-4:30 p.m. Reservations
may be made by calling 882-

13611,

| sent this great “modern tragedy.” ‘
| Prof. Charles Dodrill, ‘

e
|



duction.

Aside from the cast, which
Professor Charles Dodrill con-
siders one of the most experi-
enced he has ever directed, there
are other notable features of the
play.

Special music weaves the parts
of the show together very effec-
tively. The original show back-
ground music is being used in
Otterbein’s production. Because
{ the music fits the length of
E speeches so well, it has been

" jused throughout the earlier
1| phases of rehearsals.

The play requires strenuous

“Death Of A Salesman" Opens

Tonight Cowan Hall Stage

Death of a Salesman, the 1962 May Day play, opens tonight
on Cowan Hall stage. This play, which is Arthur Miller’s greatest,
may well prove to be Otterbein’s most outstanding dramatic pro-

2 work on the part of the actor.|,
{1 One member of the cast feels|

1 that Salesman is the most diffi-
cult play in the English language

tinually to move in and out of
age transitions. These changes.
put great pressure on all the
leading  roles, especially for
Richard Davis, who, as Willy
Loman, must make his transi-
tions while in full view of the
' audience. Indeed  there is only;
one character who remains the |

play.

Director Dodrill has pulled to-!
gether the large variety of re-;
quired acting levels and united%
the dramatic situations which
could seem disconnected. The!
long hours of rehearsal are evi-i
i dent in the smooth inter-action:
i of characters. !
i There is much movement
fusing the (ull stage area. The de- |
tailed set, designed by Professor’
Thayer, is on three levels. Even
£0, more acting space was need-
ed. Don Porter and his construc-
| tion crew ma
| for the stage.
50| Costumes are circa 1945.
“+| The play, often considered the
most powerful and popular con-
temporary American play, is in-
cluded in all. World Drama text
books. Dramatic tensions build

exira extensions

because it requires an actor con- ',

same age throughout the entire |

x %

intensly as scenes from the past
turn into reality, then fade again
into the past. Symbolism per-
tains to American values and

standards and can be found as!

the plot drifts from Willy’s con-
scious mind to his subconscious.
Combine all these elements,

plus a sparkling cast and the

excitment of the May Day
Weekend, and you'll be sure to

enjoy Otterbein’s production of|
Death of a Salesman. (Curtain;:

time 8:15!) )

Photo by C. Moore

. |Berry and Ron Ruble) about his big plans.

Wife Linda (Carol Alban) tries to calm the aging Willy and .preserve family harmony in a crisis.

Photo by C. Moore

Young, self-confident salesman Willy Loman (Dick Davis) tells admiring sons Hap and Biff (Dick



'Death of a

Scheduled on May ﬁDay |

“Death of a Salesman,” Ar-

thur Miller’s celebrated play of
the modern theater, will be pre:
sented by the Otterbein College
Theater, on Friday and  Satur-
day, May 11-12, as one of the
features' of May Day at Otter-
| bein.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize
rand the Drama Critics Circle
Award, “Death of a Salesman,”
opened February 10, 1949 and
became the biggest hit on Broad-
way. The play has been pro-
duced around the world and
aroused great controversy as to
its dramatic status.

Author Arthur Miller calls the
play ‘“a modern tragedy,” a
phrase often debated by theater
critics. Miller also wrote “All
My Sons,” “A View From. The
Rridge.” and :the novel-movie,
“The Misfits.”

THE PLOT OF “Death of a
Salesman” revolves around an
gng salesman, Willy Loman,
and his soul-searching as to

Salesman

where he has failed W1th kis life |
and his family.

has lived with his wife, his sons,
and business associates, the play-

achieve success and happiness.

Willy Lomnan’s story plainl-
involves a failure of values i

accepts the denatured ideals of |

“well-liked” is a substitute f01
solid accomplishment.

YET, AFTER FINALLY rec-

retains enough stature ‘to rec-
ognize the folly of his acts and
to want to do something to help
his sons. Thus, his tragic act al
the end raises the plav above

be called, “tiic greatest moder:.
tragedy.”

is one of the most difficult we
have ever attempted at Otter-

demanding for student actors
The play is characterized by ex-
tremely volatile emotional scenes

| which require careful planning

and execution.

play without getting deeply in-
volved in the tragedy of  Willy
Loman and his’ family. We are
proud to produce this great mod-

local theater-goers.”
Tickets will go on sale at the
Mail orders and ‘season ticket

exchanges are now being ac-
cepted.

Otterbein College Theatre

Presents

| “DEATH OF A SALESMAN"

|| TOMORROW AND SATURDAY
| At 8:15 P.M.

|| cowan Hall—Westerville

|

Tickets $1.25. For Reservations Call
i TU. 2-3611 frem 1 te 4 p.m. Daily

Through a series of flash-|
backs revealing the past life he.

wright dramatically unveils|-.
where and how he has failed"tc |-

the world around him. Willy’

American society, Dartlcularly |
the over publicized ones. He{ - '
naively succumbs to success-|
wofship, to the belief that being | -

ognizing what he has done, Willy |

social criticism to where it may

Prof. Charles W. Dodrill, di-|
rector of the play, says “the play]

bein. The acting roles are very]

“One cannot read or see this

ern play for our students and |

box-office 'Monday April 30.}

7
-

@ierbem
In Pullizer,
Prlze‘”PIay

The/Otterbein College
Theateﬁm\pnpem Arthur
| Miller’ sﬁfumr; “Prize win-
| ning drama, ““Death of a

| Salesman;” this Friday and

ville:

| “Death of a Salesman” will
feature senior student
Richard Davis in the lead
role of Willy Loman. Davis

roles at Otterbein, including
. August Moon,” Drummond
truchio in “Tamxngaof the

Shrew,” and Morganifi “Ten
Nights in a Barroom.”

| der: the “direction of ‘Prof.
Charles Dodrill, Direcfor of
+heatre, and, Prof. Fred

and lighting. -

Yoy e o P i o e S S

plays Uncle Charhe in-the Otterbein College Thearer
_production of - Arthur Mlllers Pulitzer Prize winning
play, “Death ofa Salesman,” Frnday and Saturday eve-
,nmgs in Cowan Hall on the Onerbeln campus

Saturday, Mady 11-12, at 8:15 :
p.m. in Cowan Hall on the
Otterbein campus in Wester-

Of,ten_,called the greatest
play of-the modern theater, °

| has appeared in.numerous [ '@ .
| Sakini in “Teahouse of the |~ '

in- “Inherit the Wind,” Pe- :

The play is produced in- |

£ Thayer has designed setting | =

P S




* Seniors Play Final Role -
Of The Year

Five senior speech students will make their final appearance
on the Cowan Hall stage in the May Day production of “Death of

In Last Play

a Salesman” on May 11 and 12,

rill. The salesman hero of the play, Willy Loman, is portrayed by
‘Richard Davis, a student participating in the distinction program.

He has appeared in several
plays during the past three
years, assuming leading roles in
“Ah, Wilderness,” “Taming of
the Shrew,” “The Dairy of Anne
Frank,” “Ten Nights in a Bar-
room,” “Teahouse of the August
Moon,” and “Inherit the Wind.”
During the 1961-62 season he di-
rected “Tartuffe” and under-
studied Hans Conried in “John
Brown’s Body.”

Ron Ruble, will appear as Biff
Loman, the troubled eldest son
of Willy, who recognizes his
fault and rises about the trag-
edy. Ron has portrayed numer-
ous roles in the past, including
ones in “Taming of the Shrew,”
“Ten Nights in a Barroom,”
“Teahouse of the August Moon,”
and “Inherit the Wind.”

Other seniors in the cast are
John Soliday, Kaye Koontz, and
James Beebee. Soliday, who

will appear as Uncle Charlie, has |-—— -
played roles in “Taming of thel' = =
Shrew,” “Teahouse of the Aug-!
ust Moon,” “Inherit the Wind,”| =

and the second lead in “The
Boy Friend.” More recently, he
directed the Children’s Theater
Production of “The Emperor’s |

New Clothes,” and his original | -
script entitled “Somewhere Be- |

yond,” was recently produced.’

Kaye Koontz, who recently
directed John Soliday’s ‘“Some-
where Beyond,” will appear as

announced director Charles Dod-

ances include roles in “Squaring

the Circle,” “Teahouse of the| '
August Moon,” and the lead role’

in “The Glass Menagerie.” i

James Beebee will portray !
Howard Wagner, the person im-|
mediately responsible for Willy

Loman’s downfall. He had the1 i

|

lead role in “King of Hearts” |
and appeared in “Inherit the|

Wind” and “The Emperor's New

Clothes.”
Remaining roles in “Decath of

a Salesman” feature Car6l Al-|

ban, Linda Loman, wife of Wil-|
ly; Jack Wright as the mysteri-

ous and rich Uncle Ben; Richard |
Berry as the effervescent and|:

eternally confused youngest son,
Happy Loman; Jack Bryan as
the anemic youngster Bernard, |

who attains the success that:'

Willy, Biff and Happy search
for; Mike Doney as the impress-
ed waiter; and Betty Smith and
Pat Riddel as two women.




|dent. He has appeared in mc:

iin the past,

]
g
7}

When the Otterbein College
Theater production of “Death of
a Salesman” is presented on Fri
day and Saturday, May 11 and
12, several outstanding senior
students will make their last zp-
pearance on the Cowan Hall
stage e

In the cast announcement just
released by director Charles
Dodrill, five of the twelve 1oleu
are taken by seniors.

The salesnan hero of the may,
Willy Loman, is portraysd by
Richard Davis, a distinction stu-

i

plays duing the past three y
assuming leading roles in
Wilderness,” “Taming of ¢
Shrew,” “The Diary of Am;
Frank.”

Also “Ten nghts in a Bed-
room,” “Teahouss of the August
Mocn,” and “Inherit ths /ind’

During tke 1951-62 season he di

rected “Tartuffe” and underst -
died Hans Conried in  “Jo.n
Brown Body.”

ANOTHER £EITIOR Ron

Ruble, will appear as Biff Lo-
man, the troubled eldest son of
Willy, who recognizes his fault
and rises above the tragedy.

He has created numer6us roles
including = omnes in
“Taming of the Shrew,” “Ten
Nights in a Barroom,” “Teahouse
of the August Moon,” and the
inimiable creation of William
Jennings Bryan in “‘Inherit the
Wind.” |

Other seniors include John|
Soliday, Kaye Koontz and James
Beebee. Soliday’s past appear-
ances include roles in “Taming'
of the Shrew,” “Teahouse of the!
August Mcon,” “Onherit the
Wind,” and his zany characteri-
zation of an American ‘“hep-cat”
in “The Boy Friend.”

MORE RECENTLY, he has di-
rected . the Children’s Theater
production of “The Emperor’s
New Clothes,” and his orignial’
script entitled “Somewhere Be-
yond,” was recently produced..
John will appear as Uncle
Charlie. :

Announces
Cast for Next

Jrama

Kaye Koontz will appear as
“the woman.” Her past appear-
ances include roles in “‘Squar-|
ing the Circle,” “Teahouse of the
August Moon,” and the lead role
in “The Glass Menagerie,” also,
she just finished directing Soli-
day’s original script.

James Beebee will portray
Howard Wagner, the person im-
mediately responsible for Willy
Loman’s downfall. He had the
lead role in “King of Hearts”
and appeared in other produc-
tons, including ‘“Inherit the
A/ind” and “The Emperor’s New
Zlothas.”

REMAINING ROLES in
“Death of a Salesman” feature
Carol Alban, Linda Loman, wife |
Villy; Jack Wright as the
mysterious and very rich Uncle’
Ben; Richard Berry as’ the ef-|
fervescent and eternally !

£
ot

con-!
fused youngest son, Hapoy Lo-
man;

Jack Bryan as the anemic
youngster, Bernard, who attains
the success that Willy, Biff and
Happy search for; Mike Doney
as the impressed waiter; and
Betty Smith and Pat Riddel as
two women.

Tickets for the production will
go on sale at the Cowan Hall box
office Monday, April 30. Phone
reservations may be made by
calling TU 2-3611.

»
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