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"Death 01 A Salesman" 
Is May Day Selection 

"Death of a Salesman," celebrated play of the modern theater, 
will be presented by the Otterbein College Theater, on Friday and 
Saturday, May 11 and 12 as one pf the features of May Day at 
Otterbein. 

Winner of 
Award, "Death of a Salesman," 
opened February 10, 1949 and 
became the biggest hit on 
Broadway. The play has been 
produced around the world and 
aroused great controversy as to 
its status as a play. 

Playwright Arthur Miller calls 
the play "a inodern tragedy," a 
phrase often debated by theater 
critics. Miller also wrote "All 
My Sons," "A View From The 
Bridge," and the 
"The Misfits." 

The plot of "Death of a Sales­
man" revolves around an aging 
salesman, Willy Loman, anti his 
soul-searching as to where he 
has failed with his life anti 
family. Through a series 
flash-backs revealing the past 
life he has lived with his wife, 
his sons, and business associ­
ates, the playwright dramati­
cally unveils where and how he 
has failed to achieve success and 
happiness. 

Willy Loman's story plainly 
involves a failure or values in 
the world around him. Willy 
accepts the denatured ideals of 
American society, particularly 
the over publicized ones. He 
naively succumbs to success­
worship, to the belief that being 
"well-liked" is a substitute for 
solid accomplishment. Yet, after 
finally recognizing what he has 

Willy retains enough stat­
to recognize the folly of his 

acts anti to want to do something 
to help his sons. Thus, his tragic 

at the end raises the play 
social criticism to where 

may be called, "the greatest 
modern tragedy." 

Professor Charles W. Dodrill, 
director of the play, states that 
the play is one of the most divi­
cull we have ever" attempted at 
Otterbein. The acting roles are 
very demanding for student ac­
tors. The play is characterized 
by extremely volatile emotional 

which require careful 
planning and execution. One 
cannot read or see this play 
without getting deeply involved 

Cardinal 
Setting 

"Death of a 
Depth 

Salesman" 
The original Broadway setting for "Death of a Salesman" was 

designed by Jo Mielzinger, generally accepted to be Broadway's top 
designer. Pictured above as it appeared on closing night, Nov. 18, 
1950, alter 742 performances, the setting, production and script re­
'ceived numerous awards, including the Pulitzer Prize and the 
Drama Critics Circle Award. 
"Dealth of a Salesman" will be 
brought to life again· on . Friday 
and Saturday, May 11 and 12, at 
8:15 p.m. in Cowan Hall when 

the Otterbein College Theater 
Will present this great "modern 

tragedy." Professor Charles Dod­
rill, Director of Theater, is di­
recting the production and Pro­
fessor Fred Thayer is designing 
the settings and lighting. 

Westerville theatre-goers will 

witness a production and setting 
quite similar to the original. The 
strange, cut-away setting 
necessitated by the flash-back 
action of · the script. The Otter­
bein setting will include a fore­
stage projecting into the orch­
estra pit, and a sloped kitchen 
floor that has the effect of pro­
jecting the action into the laps 
of the audience. 

The plot of the play revolves 
around the efforts of . an aging 
saleman, Willy Loman, and his 
efforts to achieve success by 
selling personality. Through a 
series of flash-backs the play­
wright reveals Willy's past life 
and his fruitless search for an 
ideal that does not exist. As the 
action flows from kitchen to up­
per bedroom to an imagined res­
taurant on the forestage, we are 
transported through several im­
portant incidents that can only 
lead to disaster. 

In the face of this disaster, 
Willy, with the help of a rich 
brother, conjured up from the 
past, rises to the heights that 
any noble man should reach in 
an attempt to help his sons find 
themselves. Though this act is 
not understood by most, one son 
understands and grows in stature 
Thus, "Death of a Salesman" can 
be called a great modern trag­
edy. 

Tickets are now on sale at the 
Cowan Hall Box-Office daily 
from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. Reserva­
tions may be made by calling 
TU 2-3611. 

Tickets for the production 
go on sale at the Cowan 
Box office next Monday, 
30. Phone reservations may 
made by calling TU-2-3611. 



D·<·_·_.···~,--.",',!'<e::/c. :·1"-··o·· ·,·- Term·. s 'Death'·'t. opinion ... ~~~;:·. 
morality about:._ 

Mist l>iff icUllt oc Play ::iE ~½t •:*'~:~ fo, 
· ' · · and against classing ''J:?eath · of " 
- . By .. s.~ah ' Skaates "YOU SEE. THE scene shifts Salesman" as a tragedy. "I think 

··\•beatli'·.of.·a Salesman", to be from the present to the past, now the only ones who refuse to 
seen, 'May_-:11-i2 on · the Cowan : from reality .to expressionism," : call it that are i the'.purists, and 
Hau'·stage;-,was in,' technical r~- :oodrill went on, they argue that, Willie,Loman is 
hea:rsat 'I'tjesda~ night when di- ."Most of the time these , not a ,noble, chara,~~-· even 
rector,;c'i1a~les'. bodrill' discussed . changes 'are indicated just by though his lll'St act · ,s 'a noble 
sdme .. Of• the problems connect- lighting. We've tried to use warm one." 
ed with the production. .. ' : lights .· for reality with lots of THE STAGE SETTING 

· l•J think ·1 cah ·say this is the blmi'for the dream-like scenes." helps establish the dual nature 
m~st . difficult • .. play .. 'we've eve1 As in many plays, there. are of the play. From the skeletal 
tried :'tiere,0 he.)aid., ":'Death of a problems of quick · costume framework merely suggesting 
Sales!l}an': is .. · particularly cha): changes. In one· of these, ;two the shape and structure of the 
1,e·ilging toe.student actors, DodrlJ. · actors inust slip down unseen house, to the very down-to-earth 
e~plained · further, because i: from the upstairs · bedroom, furnishings, the visual aspetts of 
leaps 15 ·years forward· or back change, and re-enter the se't in the play seem to go along with 
warc(in .'tim~. more tha nonce. 25 seconds. the expressed mood. 

Aside from the acting de- TUESDAY NIGa:['S proceed- Tickets for either the Friday 
mands made by this Arthur Mil- ings were'.-;:" halted '\temporai;-ily or Saturday. night performance 
,er play, called by many the ·when still,: anotherf actor '·an- still are available· at the Cowan 
greatest of the modern dramas, nounced from the wings "I'm Hall box office. Reservations may 
the problems of technical co• still in my shorts!" when his cue be called in at 882-3611 from 1-
ordinati,~n are sta,ggering. w.~s given, · 4:30 p.m. 

· /ir\ 
\, An exuberant· aalesman brings home· so ne presents · for lilt;, .boys in ' :t~• 
Oollegtt Theatr,t,jroduction of "Death of a Salesman",,to be . Saturday,- May· ll-12, 
U 8:15 p,m. in Cowan Hall. From left Happy (Richard, Berry at his father. WlJly 
L"aman, '(Rlchlltd Davis) who has eyes only for his star footbal, Biff (Ron Ruble) . . ~ . ~ 

Play· Setti1ng 
To Be 'Si1milar 
To .Origi1nal :,~.· ., 
· "Death of a Salesman" will be , 

brought to life again Friday and 
Saturday, May 11-12, at 8:15 p.m. . 
in Cowan Hall when the Otter-·· · 
bein College Theater; will pre- i', 
sent this great "modern tragedy.",, 
Prof. Charles Dodrill, Director i 
of Theater, is directing the pro-1 
duction, and Prof. Fred Thayer;_ 
is designing the settings and 
lighting. 

Westerville theatre-goers will ; 
witness a production and setting 
quite similar to the original. A 
strange, cut-away setting is 
necessitated by the flash-back 
action of the script. The Otter- , 
bein setting will include a fore- ' 
stage projecting into the orches­
tra pit, and a sloped kitchen 
floor that has the effect of pro­
jecting ,-the action into the laps 
i:ir the,audience. 

The ·•plot of the play revolves 
around the life of an aging s;ilrs­
mnn, Willy Lonrnn, ;:ind hi:~ cf . 
forts to achicYr. Slll't'('S~ In· .0 vll ! 

• I 

ing personality. Through ;1 ;:;('ri('~ I 
of flash-backs PH' pl:1_\'\n:.1·11I ,,,, 
VC'.t]s '\!jJ]_v's pn~l lif1• :111d Jij,· 

fruitle:;;s ~Pa11'}1 fnr ;111 id1•;1[ 1h:il 

does not cxi~1. 
AS THE ACTION flows from 

kitchen to upper bedroom to an 
imagined restaurant on the fore­
stage, the audience is transport- i 
ed through several important in-, 
cidents that can only lead to 
disaster. 

In the face of this disaster. 
Loman. with the help of n rich 

, brother conjured up from the 
past, rises to the highls 1hal 
any noble man should reach in 
an attempt to help his sons finrl 
themselves. Through this act is 
not undC'rstnod hy n1ost, one son 
understands and grows in sta­
( ure. 

Tickrts :ir0 now on .c::nlc al tlw 
Cowan Hall hnx nrric-C' dail,· 
from 1-4:30 p.111. Rl'scrvations 

be made by calling 882-
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"Death Of A Salesman" Opens 

Tonight Cowan Hall Stage 
Death of a Sa!esman, the 1962 May Day play, opens tonight 

on Cowan Hall stage. This play, which is Arthur Miller's greatest, 
may well prove to be Otterbein's most outstanding dramatic pro­
duction. 

Aside from the cast, which 
Professor Charles Dodrill con­
siders one of the most experi­
enced he has ever directed, there 
are other notable features of the 
play. 

Special music weaves the parts 
of the show together very effec­
tively. The original show back­
ground musk is being used in 
Otterbein's production. Because 
the music fits the length of 
speeches ·so wel!, it has been 
used throughout the earlier 

intensly as scenes from the past 
turn into reality, then fade again 
into the past. Symbolism per­
tains to American values and 
standards and can be found as 
the plot drifts from Willy's con­
scious mind to his subconscious. 

phases of rehearsals. 
The play requires 

work on the part of 
One member of the cast feels 
that Salesman is t~ most diffi­
cult play in the English language 
because it requires an actor con- 1 , 

tinually to move in and out of! 
age transitions. These t"hanges, 
put great pressure on all the' 
leading roles, especially for 
Rich:1rd Davis, who. as Willy 
Loman. must make his transi- · 

:1udiC'n<·r-. 
onP c•hnrader who remains 
same age throughout the entire 
play. 

Director Dodrill has pulled to­
gether the large variety of re­
quire,! acting levels and united 
the dramatic situations which 
could seem disconnected. 
long hours of rehearsal are evi­
dent in the smooth inter-action 
of characters. 

Then~ is n1uch 1110\·ement 
using the full stage a!'ea. The de-1 
tailed set. designed by Professor·, 
Thayer, is on threp kvcls. Even 
~o. more acting space was need- 1 

ed. Don Porter and his construc­
tion crew 1uade extra extensions 
for the stage. 

Costumes are circa 1945. 
The play, often considered 

Combine all these elements, 
plus a sparkling cast and the 
excitment of the May Day 
Weekend, and you'll be sure to 
enjoy Otterbein's. production of 
O&ath of a Salesman, · (Curtain 
time 8:15!) 

most powerful and popular con­
temporary American play, is in­
cluded in an. World Drnma text 
books. Dramatic tensions build ,, 

Wife Linda (Carol Alban) tries to calm the aging Willy and .preserve family harmony in a crisis. 
Photo by C. Moore 
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1Death of a Sa/esrpQnf 
Scheduled on Maf,":/Jay 

"Death of a .Salesman," Ar- where he has failed ~ith ais life 
thur Miller's celebrated ,play pf and his family. 
the modern theater, will be pre~ 
sented by the Otterbein College· 
Theater, on Friday and - Satur~ 
day, May_ 11-12, as one of the 
features. of May Day at· Otter-

I bein. 
, Winner of the Pulitzer, Prize 
J and the Drama Critics Circle 
1 Award, "Death of a Salesman," 

opened February 10, 1949 and 
became the biggest hit on Broad­
way. The play has been pro­
duced around the world arid 
aroused great controversy as to 
its dramatic status. 

Author Arthur Miller calls the 
play "a modern tragedy," a 
phrase often debated by theater 

' critics. Miller also wrote "All 
My Sons," "A View From. The 
Flridge." and :;the novel-movie, 
"The Misfits.'( -' 

THE PLOT OF "Death of a 
Salesman" revolves around an 

Through a series of flash­
backs revealing the past life he. 
has lived with his wife; his sons, 
and business associates, the play­
wright dramatically u n v e i 1 s 
where and how he has faile~tc 
achieve success and happiness. 

Willy Lom,n's story plain!· 
involves a failure of values i: 
the world around him. Willy 
accepts the denatured ideals 
American society, oarticularly 
the over publicized ones. He 
naively succumbs to success­
wofship, to the belief that being 
"well-liked" is a substitute for 
solid accomplishment. 

YET, An'ER FINALLY rec­
ognizing what he has done, Willy 
retains enoug,h stature · to rec­
ognize the folly of his acts and 
to want to do something to help 
his sons. Thus, .,his tragic act a1 
the end raises the plav abov,. 
social criticism to where it may 
be called, "foe, greatest moderr. 
tragedy." 

iProf. Charles W. ·Dodrill, di­
rector of the play, says "the play 
is one of the most difficult we 
have ever attempted· at Otter­
bein. The acting roles are very 
demanding for student 'actors 
The play is characterized by ex- -
tremely volatile emotional scenes 
which require careful plannin!(' 
and execution. 

"One cannot read or see this 
play without_ getting deeply in- , 
volved in the' tragedy of Willy 
Loman and his' family. We are 
proud to produ~e this great mod­
ern play for our students and 
iocal theater-goers." 

Tickets will go on sale at the 
box-office 'Monday April 30. 
Mail orders and · season ticket 

are now being ac-

qt!!:rbei~ . 
l1t1Pu,Ut~~!; 
P~~-z~''.)p laY' -

in College 
81\t Arthur 
~ize win­
~ilth of a 

Salesm~n;" this Friday and 
Saturday, May 11-12, at 8:15 
p.m. in Cowan Hali on the 
Otterbein campus in'Wester-
ville;,f · · . _ 

O!'ten, .called the greatest 
play of·the, modern theater,· 
"Death "Ol a Salesman" wlll 
feature s en i or student 
Richard Davis in the lead 
role of WiJly. Loman. Davis 
has appeared in. numerous, 
roles at Otterbein, including 
Sakinl In "Teahouse of the 
August Moon," ~rummond 
in "Inherit the Wind," Pe-
truchio in-· "Tami the 
Shrew," and Mor Ten 
Nights in, a Barro 

,Th1i' play Is , pro~ n-
der the · direction ·o ,_, _ of. 
Charles Dodrm;·mrector of 
, 1,eatre, and 1 Prof. Fred 
Thayer has de,lgned setting 
and lighting .. -· 



Seniors Play Final Role 
In Last Play Of The Year 

Five senior speech students will make their final appearance 
on the Cowan Hall stage in the May Day production of "Death of 
a S,alesman" on May 11 and 12, announced director Charles Dod­
rill. The salesman hero of the play, Willy Loman, is portrayed by 
Richard Davis, a student participating in the distinction program. 

· He has appeared in several ances include roles in "Squaring 
plays during the past three the Circle," "Teahouse of the 

August Moon," and the lead role 
in "The Glass Menagerie." years, assuming leading roles in 

~~Ah, Wilderness/~ "Taming of 
the Shrew," "The Dairy of Anne 
Frank," "Ten Nights in a Bar­
room," "Teahouse of the August 
Moon," and "Inherit the Wind." 
During the 1961-62 season he di­
rected ''Tartuffe" and under­
studied Hans Conried in "John 
Brown's Body." 

Ron Ruble, will appear as Biff 
Loman, the troubled eldest son 
of Willy, who recognizes his 
fault and rises about the trag-
edy. Ron has portrayed numer­
ous roles in the past, including 
ones in "Taming of the Shrew," 
HTen Nights in a Barroom/' 
"Teahouse of the August Moon," 
and "Inherit the Wind." 

Other seniors in the cast are 
John Soliday, Kaye Koontz, and 
James Beebee. Soliday, who 
will appear as Uncle Charlie, has 
played roles in "Taming of the 
Shrew," "Teahous0 of the Aug­
ust Moon," "Inherit the Wind," 
and the second lead in "The 
Boy Friend." More recently, he 
directed the Children's Theater 
Production of "The Emperor's 
New Clothes," and his original 
script entitled "Somewhere Be­
yond," was recently produced. 

K)aye Koontz, who recentl!Y 
directed John Soliday's "Some­
where Beyond," will appear as 

woman." Her past appear-

James Beebee will portray 
Howard Wagner, the person im­
mediately responsible for Willy 
Loman's downfall. He had the 
lead role in "King of Hearts" 
and appeared in "Inherit the 

_Wind" and "The Emperor's New 
Clothes." 

Remaining roles in "Death of 
a Salesman" feature Carol Al­
ban, Linda Loman, wife of_ Wil­
ly; Jack Wright as the mysteri­
ous and rich Uncle Ben; Richard 
Berry as the effervescent and 
eternally confused youngest son, 
Happy Loman; Jack Bryan as 
the anemic youngster Bernard, 
who attains the success that 
Willy, Biff and Happy search 
for; Mike Doney as the impress­
ed waiter; and Betty Smith and 
Pat Riddel as two women. 
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Dodrilt., .. J1nounce 
Cast f6r -Neit ltrama·'l' 

;.-,::;;,,n<,' .. ·.····•. 
When the' Otterbein C-bllege Kaye Kooijt~~iwill appear . as i 

Theater production of "Death of. "the woman:•• :XHer'''past appear- • 
a Salesman" is presented on Fri a:rices .include roleS"Jn. '"Squar-j 
day and Saturday, May 11 'Jnci ing th~ Circle,'' "Teah9use of the• 
12, several outstanding senior August l\'.[oon,;~,;fa_nd Jt}ie lead rdle ,· 
students will make their la~t ::.ri- irr'"/'Th(:! .. iGlass'';Menaierie,'' also, 
pearance on the Cowan . E:allc snel''. jllst ;finisheci. c[it,ecting Soli~ 

::i;:st:; c~~ a~~ro~~;me~~a:1:{ •_::_,'~_w,t_s_.k_ i.t_._!. '-~-1£_,,;; •N <.s_P·•.o .. : .• tf: 
Dodrill, five of the tw:el_;ec 'roT~J: . . t '•• ,• .• .·. . ' .. . -, ,-,., ,,.,,. ·me(llfately:\resp ..... · 'r-\Willy 
are taken bY,semors. , /., Lo4i~il'$ dow~fi}t/i{~;lt:'.l1~1I)h·e· 

The salesman hero of the- pfay; 1eiia· ._ro_.le_.·' .. 1.·n ,·''K_ hi.g_ --···of. H_.e_ ar_ 't.·.s" 
Willy Loman, is pm:trayed'.1 Jaw · . · · · ' · · · . · ,, . 

' Richard Davis, a distinction: sfo- a~d 1,)-ppe'ated •Jn; 0ther ~IJfody.c-
t:on_ s; incltidir):g,. > '.'.''Inh.. er.··.u .. _·. ;_,,'.i:'. the 

' dent. He has appeared. in rr_'-.·.ii>D" • • • · · · · · 
- J Wind" and. "Tfl~).;Enw~rw:~~~ ew 

plays duing the past three y;:h-s :'.:lothes." . " 
assuming leading .. ,roles in ,:Ai1. ; ,; 

~1~7"''.;he'"ri::• ol!,~: iii-:~i~~,· 
Also "Ten Nights in a :Bed~ •ih':iJterfciiis. an' 

room," "Teahouse. oCthe A11gust · 
Ben; 'Ric::hai:-d 

Moc:n," ar:d "Inherit the Wind:' fervesceht~{ar;l ~fcon-
Durmg the 1961-62 season ne di- · . . . .- 'ff' " ... . ,.-·,--,- -;·· 

. t d "T t ff " d d<> t fus~d,; Y2ungest son:~.- '1!,PPY .,Lo-

i;o{n H;~:}:0~1;;:~ i~n ,:;~,~~;·m~~{1~~r~1Ji~1Jl{(;J~kc. 
AMOTHEH E,El'TIOR, Riirt youp.gster;>~ernafi:i,:who att_ains 

Ruble, will appear •as Biff r_;;: . tn,asucces;" that i Vi:illy, • Biff )n~ 
man, the troubled elaest ion of HatJpy, 'search for; Mike Doney 
Willy, who recognizes his ·:fa1:1lt as},;i\hif ,irnpresse~. w-ajter; and 
and rises above· the trii,g~dy:: Betty Smith and :paF;Riddel as 

He has created numi,ir'6us -r'o\es two women,- ., _ • . .·. . 
i in the past, includinf' ones in , Tickets for. the production .will 
"Taming of the . Shrew,"_· "'J;'en go on sale at the Cowan H:all;box 
Nights in a Barroilm," "Teahouse office Monday,' April 30, Phone . 
of the August Moon," and. t .• he res~rvations may be made by I 
inimiable . creat:on of Williai'l'l callmg TU 2-3611. • 
Jennings Bryan in "'Inherit · the ·· 

w;!~r seniors include /iohni 
Soliday, Kaye Koontz and James 
Beebee. Soliday's past appear-J 
ances include roles in "Taming,\ 
of the shrew," "Teahouse of_ the [ 
August Moon," "Onherit the 
Wind," and his zany characteri-: 
zation of an American "hep-cat" 
in "The Boy Friend." 

MORE RECENTLY, he has di­
rected_ the Children's Theater 
production of "The Emperor's 
New Clothes," and his orignial 
script entitled "Somewhere Be­
yond-,'' was recently produced. 
John will appear as Uncle 
Charlie. 
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