DONALD A. KOHR EDWIN A, DANIELS
PRESIDENT  VICE-PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY

THE LOWE BROTHERS COMPANY

DAYTON F2, QHIO, US.A.

£STABLiSHED 810 T SRRV TR RY =
MANUFACTURERS OF PAINTS, VARNISHES AND LACQUERS

February 27, 1947.

ir. Ralph W. Smith,
79 East College Avenue,
Westerville, Ohio.

Dear Mr. Smith:-

It is rather difficult for me to judge as to just what
you would like me to say about Professor iicFadden as requested in your

letter of January 25th. I know of nothing that I might say about
him,based on my many years of acquaintanceship with him, that would not
be very much to his credit. He came into our organization as a stranger

to every one but myself and in a comparatively short time his splendid
disposition, his high character, his intelligence and his efficiency
won for him the friendship and respect of all who came in contact with
him. During all the time that he was with us and up through the very
day on which he died he carried on his work in an efficient and highly
satisfactory manner.

A number of anecdotes could be sent to you showing sides
of his character but I am not sure they are what you want. One that
occurs to me now is that Mrs. Kohr and I took Professor and Mrs. McFadden
to the funeral of a mutual friend of both of our families. The deceased
was an estimable woman but the obituary given by the minister was a little
exaggerated in extolling her virtues. As we were returning from the
service Mrs. McFadden said to her husband "Lou I hope you will never let
them talk about me at my funeral like they did about our friend".
Professor replied "If the minister should do so I will get up and tell
the audience that it is not true".

On one occasion when Professor McFadden was in charge of
our laboratory, a foreman who was about twice his size came into the
laboratory and complained vigorously to one of the chemists, using profane
language and violently hammering on the desk with his fist. Professor
McFadden said to him "Charlie the next time I find you using profane
language or pounding a desk in this laboratory I personally will throw you
out of that door". A repetition of the warning to this foreman was
never necessary.

One day Professor wished to give an illustration of a
coincidence at which he was cuite adept. He said that while at Otterbein
he remained home one Thanksgiving morning to baste the turkey while irs.
{icFadden attended the Church service, He happened to notice that the
kitchen clock was not running so he proceeded to take it apart, clean it,
0il it and reassemble it. After this was done he made two observations,
first that he had several clock pieces left over and second, the clock would
not run. This, however, Professor pointed out was a pure coincidence.

PLEASE MARK REPLY FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE SIGNER OF THIS LETTER




At one time one of the chemists spilled ink on a drawing-
board tracing. ©Professor observed the accident and remarked -"Out damn
spoti” 4 fellow worker overheard him and joshed him a few days about
using profanity. The joshing stopped, however, when Professor asked
the fellow worker if he had ever read Shakespeare.

Whether this is what you want I do not know but am sending
it on for your consideration.

Yours very truly,

Aalot/

DAK-REM
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RESEARCH LABORATORIES DIVISION

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION

POST OFFICE BOX 188, NORTH END STATION

[)E11?()lT;2,hAICIHI(LAPd

April 10, 1946

Mr. Ralph W. Smith
79 East College Avenue
Westerville, Chio

Dear Mr. Smith:

Thank you for your explanatory letter regard-
ing "The Spirit of Otterbein" and its possible publication.
When your first letter to Dr. Kettering arrived we just auto-
matically assumed that the book was about ready for publica-
tion. However, with just a few of you doing the job of col-
lecting material we can well understand the monumental task
before you. So from now on we won't plague you with follow-
up letters; we'll just keep in touch with you from time to
time to see how things are progressing.

We like the idea of your publishing the story
of Dr. Clements in pamphlet form. It sounds like an excel-
lent idea, and it will be one less job to do when you put
your book together. Thank you for the promise to send several
copies.

Thank you for the news on the good doctor.
We are sorry to hear of the changes that have taken place
in him, and his failing memory. It is too bad these things
have to occur when the machinery begins to break down.

ours very truly,

ward h'‘Stimson, JE.
Technical Data Departm

EES:EH



April 6, 1946

Mr, Bdw, E, Stimsom, Jr.

Teechnical Data Despartment,

Research lLaboratories Divisien, ,
General Motors Corporation,

Detroit, Miehigen.

Dear Mr, Stimsont

Your good letter of the Mch, 29th, relative to
"The Spirit of Otterbsin" and more particularly the article by
Mr, Boyd sbout our good friemd, Dr., Prank O, Clements, was for-
warded to me here in Lingoln., My work as suditor of the Ohio

the
I hasten to explain that the "Spirit of Otterbein*
is a long way in the future. I am sorry
that that is so, but a small group of us is gathering whatever dats
we can about Otterbein's famous to the end thal someday we or scmesone

However, there have been sawisany ealls for this
appreciation by Dr. Clements' fellow workers, that we are endeavoring
to get 4t into print in a pamphlat form very soon. When this is
aceomplished, I most certainly see to it that you are furnished with
several 82RiS%. .

My latest word from Dr, Clements is to the effest
that he is in moderately good Realth. You would be distressed at
the ehange that has taken place in the past year or two. Hs is not

keon minded person that he was end his memory is very poor.

Sincerely yours
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RESEARCH LABORATORIES DIVISION

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION

POST OFFICE BOX 188, NORTH END STATION

DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN

March 21, 1946

Mr. R. W. Smith
Room 809 Cornhusker Hotel
Lincoln, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Smith:

Thank you for your letter of March 15, 1946. As
yet I have not had an opportunity to talk to

Mr. Boyd concerning setting up some information as
to projects handled by Dr. Clements. 1 think that
in the course of a little time, we could get some-
thing together and possibly Mr. Boyd and I would
be able to visit Westerville later on in the year.
I am sure we will find it most interesting.

As soon as I have had an opportunity to see
Mr. Boyd, we may be able to set up some plans.

Yours very t ,

[

-~ 1] OQU L‘-*‘Q‘—‘—J's
T. 0. Richards

Laboratory Control

TOR:DN
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RESEARCH LABORATORIES DIVISION

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION

POST OFFICE BOX 188, NORTH END STATION

DETROIT. MICHIGCAN

March 29, 1946

“Mr. Ralph W, Smith
79 East College Avenue
Westerville, Chio

Dear Mr. Smith:

Is "The Spirit of Otterbein" off the
press yet? If it is, we would like to receive
three copies =~ two for our own files and one
for Mr. T. A. Boyd, who wrote the article on
Doctor Clements over Mr. Kettering's signature.

And how is the good doctor? Although
I am a stranger to him and he won't know my
name, will you be so good as to convey to him
the best personal wishes of his former associ-
ates here at the Laboratories?

Yours very t

Edward E. Stimson, Jrg
Technical Data Departme:

EEZS:



