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Play will end OCT season
For the sixth consecutive year, Otterbein Col­

lege Theatre will close its season with an orig­
inal commissioned play.

“Anti^vity,” hy Mystery Science Theater 
writer Bill Corbett, takes a comic and serious 
look at feelings of isolation and fear at the end 
of the millennium.

The story focuses on Wendy and her brother, 
Peter, trying to repair the family home, recently 
ravaged by a storm. They are aided, somewhat 
unwillingly, by a group of Peter’s friends, Roy 
the caretaker and a mysterious stranger called 
Gerald. These very different people share the 
house for a Memorial Day weekend as tragedy, 
comedy and many surprises ensue.

Through alternating doses of wit and wisdom, 
“Antigravity” shows that learning to let go of 
stress and pain will lead to new and exciting per­
sonal connections. As Gerald says to Wendy, 
‘T ve learned that when you go to the heart, pun­
ishment melts away, fear melts away, light comes 
in and there’s space for happiness to enter.”

Corbett’s plays have been produced all around 
the country. Recently his play, “The Big Slam,” 
was produced in theatres in Boston, Seattle, Min­
neapolis, Fort Worth, Anchorage and Richmond, 
Va. While “Antigravity” is in rehearsal at Ot­
terbein, “The Big Slam” is running at the Pur­
ple Ros^ Theatre, produced by actor-director 
Jeff Daniels.

Other plays by Corbett are “Down the Pike,” 
“Cash Karma,” “Ridiculous Dreaming” and 
“Motorcade.”

“Antigravity” is Corbett’s third commissioned 
play. He co-wrote a play with Kira Obolensky 
called “Hate Mail,” and ‘The Qown” was com­
missioned by the Guthrie Theatre.

Originally from Brooklyn, N.Y., Corbett 
earned his master of fine arts degree from the 
Yale School of Drama, where he studied play­
writing and screenwriting. As well as writing 
plays, he is currently writer and performer for 
the Mystery Science Theater 3000, where he 
provides the voice of Crow for the Comedy Cen­
tral program.

John Stefano, chairman of Otterbein’s De­
partment of Theatre and Dance, will direct the 
play. “Antigravity” will be performed May 27- 
30 and June 3-6 at Otterbein’s Campus Center 
Theatre, 100 W. Home St. Opening night per­
formance begins at 7:30 p.m., and other evening 
performances are at 8 p.m. Sunday matinees 
begin at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $ 11 for Thursday and Sunday and 
$12 for Friday and Saturday, and may re­
served by calling the Otterbein College Box of­
fice at 823-1109 between 1 and 4:30 p.m. week­
days.

Free spring concert 
to be ^ven May 22
— Tho Otterbein College Department of Music

will present a spring concert featuring the Ot­
terbein Vocal Ensemble, Concert Choir and 
Wind Ensemble at 8 p.m. Saturday, May 22, at 
the Church of the Master United Methodist, 
Grove and Main Streets.

The concert, which is open to the public fiw 
of charge, will feature works commissioned 
by the college.

The Vocal Ensemble will premiere “Five 
Animal Songs” by composer Zae Munn, a 
member of the music faculty at St. Mary’s 
College of Notre Dame, with texts by Peg 
Lauber. The set of five pieces is a “consor­
tium commission” between Otterbein, the Uni-. 
versity of Illinois, Central Michigan Univer-. 
sity and Harvard University. Each institution 
commissioned one or more of the movements. 
'The texts of the movements describe various 
animals and animal images.

The Concert Choir and the Wind Ensem­
ble, two select ensembles of the department, ' 
will combine for two works.

They will perform “Chester,” an old Amer­
ican hymn tune arranged for Otterbein by 
William Moffit for the 1976 Bicentennial. ■ 
Gary Tirey, director of instrumental activi­
ties, will conduct.

The two ensembles will collaborate on “Al­
ways Something Sings,” commissioned of 
composer Marvin Hamlisch in the fall of 1996 
for the college’s Sesquicentennial celebra­
tion. The text is drawn from the poetry of 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. Music faculty mem­
ber Kevin Purcell will conduct.

More information about the performance 
is available by calling 823-1358.

‘Afternoon of Opera’ 
to be offered Sunday

The’bpera Theatre of Otterbein College’s 
Department of Music will present an After­
noon of Opera at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 23, in 
Riley Auditorium of the Battelle Fine Arts 
Center on the Otterbein campus.

The performance is open to the public free 
of charge.

The program is a performance of short 
scenes from well-known operas such as 
Mozart’s “Cosi Fan Tutti,” Bizet’s “Carmen,” 
Poulenc’s “Dialogues of the Carmelites,” 
Weill’s “Street Scene,” Moore’s “Ballad of 
Baby Doe” and Verdi’s “La Traviata.”

The cast, consisting of music and music 
theatre students, is under the direction of fac­
ulty member Karen Eckenroth and two stu­
dent directors, Miguel Ortiz and Chad Brag- 
don. Accompaniment for the performance is 
provided by Brad Blackham, piano, with Kevin 
Purcell conducting.

Additional information may be obtained by^ 
calling 823-1358. \
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By TONY GOINS
Suburban News Reporter

Otterbein College is ready 
to show Central Ohio resi­
dents how to defy gravity.

The original play Anti- 
gravity will run May 27-30 
^d June ^6 at Otterbein’s 
Campus CCTter Tlieatre, 100 
W. Home St., according to a 
press release.

The curtain rises at 7:30 
p.m. opening night and 8 p.m. 
all other nights.

Antigravity is a play com­
missioned especially for this 
performance, said John Ste- 
fano, chairman of Otterbein’s 
department of theater and 
dance. Stefano also will direct 
the play.

It was written by Bill Cor­
bett, perhaps best known as 
the voice of the robot Crow 
on the Comedy Central pro­
gram Mystery Science Theater 
3000, Stefano said. ,____

Corbett writes for Mystery 
Science Theater 3000 and is 
also a respected playwright, 
Stefano said.

Corbett also wrote Down 
the Pike, Cash Karma, Ri­
diculous Dreaming and the 
commissioned plays Hate 
Mail and The Clown.

Antigravity is not science 
fiction, Stefano said.

The play is set for the same 
time it opens, around Memo­

strives for new heights
„ The original play Antigravity will run May 
27-30 and June 2-6 at Otterbein’s Campus 
Center Theatre, 100 W. Home St.

rial Day 1999, said Brian 
Falck, director of audience 
services.

The main characters are 
Peter and Wendy, and it takes 
place in their parents’ home, 
Stefano said. Both are grown 
but only Peter has moved out; 
Wendy lives with the care­
taker.

Wendy believes the world 
will end with the millennium. 
Peter and his friends have to 
convince her to let go and not 
carry the burden of the world 
on her shoulders, Stefano said.

The play mixes humor and 
seriousness, Stefano said,'and 
all the characters learn some­
thing from their interactions.

“The strongest theme is 
that of anti-gravity,” Stefano 
said. “One of the characters 
says it near the end of the 
play — ‘heaviness is the real 
enemy.’ ”

This is the sixth season in 
a row Otterbein has present­
ed a commissioned play, Falck 
said.

The program tries to bring 
up-and-coming talent to Cen­
tral Ohio, Falck said, and sev­
eral past plays have gone on 
to other theaters.

Faculty usually find pro­
spective playwrights through 
informal networking, Falck 
said. ,,

Corbett has been to Wes­
terville three times to oversee 
the play, Stefano said: at audi­
tions, a reading and last week 
for rehearsals and rewrites.

Commissioning a play ben­
efits students as well as play-, 
Wrights, he said.

Because they are working 
with new material, students 
^ able to suggest changes, 
Stefano said, which they can’t 
do with established plays. 
Nine students comprise the 
cast.

Besides a cash award, play­
wrights get expense-paid trips 
to Westerville to oversee cast­
ing, rehearsals and rewrites, 
Stefano said.

They also are assured ex­
actly when their plays will be 
produced, Falck noted.

Playwrights are also al­
lowed to write whatever they 
want, Stefano said, “and we 
have surprised on several 
occasions.”

“This is one of the better 
commissions available in 
America,” Stefano said.
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Otterbein allows playwrights to reach new heights
By TONY GOINS
Nevrs A Public Opinion Reporter

Otterbein College is ready 
to show Central Ohio resi­
dents how to defy gravity.

The original play Anti­
gravity will run May 27-30 
and June 2-6 at Otterbein’s 
Campus Center Theatre, 100 
W. Home St., according to a 
press release.
'^ curtain rises at 7:30 

p.A/ opening night and 8 
p.m. other nights.

Antigravity is a play com­

missioned especially for this 
performance, said John Ste- 
fano, chairman of Otterbein’s 
department of theater and 
dance. Stefano also will 
direct the play.

It was written by Bill Cor­
bett, perhaps best known as 
the voice of the robot Crow 
on the Comedy Central pro­
gram Mystery Science The­
ater 3000, Stefano said.

Corbett writes for Mystery 
Science Theater 3000 and is 
also a respected playwright, 
Stefano said.

Corbett also wrote Down 
the Pike, Cash Karma, Ri­
diculous Dreaming and the 
commissioned plays Hate 
Mail and The Clown.

Antigravity is not science 
fiction, Stefano said.

The play is set for the same 
time it opens, around Memo­
rial Day 1999, said Brian 
Falck, diiector of audience 
services.

The main chJrfacters are 
Peter and Wendy, and it takes 
place in their parents’ home.

Stefano said. Both are grown 
but only Peter has moved out; 
Wendy lives with the care­
taker.

Wendy believes the world 
will end with the millenni­
um. Peter and his friends 
have to convince her to let 
go and not carry the burden 
of the world on her shoul­
ders, Stefano said.

The play mixes huipor and 
seriousness, Stefrmo ■ said,: 
and all the characters learn 
something from their inter­
actions.

“The strongest theme is 
that of anti-gravity,” Stefano 
said. “One of the characters 
says it near the end of the 
play — ‘heaviness is the real 
enemy.’ ”

■ The original play 
Antigranfity will run May 
27-30 and June 2-6 at 
Otterbein's Campus 
Center Thealre, 100 W. 
Home SL

This is the sixth season in 
a row Otterbein has present­
ed a commissioned play, 
Falck said.

The program tries to bring 
up-and-coming talent to Cen­
tral Ohio, Falck said, and 
several past plays have gone 
on to other theaters.

Faculty usually find pro­
spective playwrights through 
informal networking, Falck 
said.

Corbett agreed to write the 
play about a year ago, Ste­

fano said, and the first draft 
was presented around Jan 1.

Corbett has been to Wes­
terville three times to over­
see the play, Stefano said; at 
auditions, a reading and last 
week for rehearsals and re­
writes.

Commissioning a play 
benefits students as well as 
playwrights, he said.

Because they are working 
with new material, students 
are able to suggest changes. 
Stefano said, which they 
can’t do with established 
plays. Nine students com­
prise the cast.

For playwrights, the Ot­
terbein program gives an

See HEIGHTS, Page 7A

Continued from Page 6
unusual amount of input, 
Stefano said.

Besides a cash award, 
playwrights get expense-paid 
trips to Westervill? to over­
see casting, rehearsals and 
rewrites, Stefano said.

They also are assured ex­

actly when their plays will 
be produced, Falck noted.

Playwrights are also al­
lowed to write whatever they 
want, Stefano said, “and we 
have surprised on several occa­
sions,”

“This is one of the better 
commissions available in 
America,” Stefano said.
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Local resident stars in production
J.B. Reidenbaugh, son of Mrs. Vicki Reidenbaugh of 

Gahanna, will play the part of Roy in Qtterbcin College 
Theatre’s final production of the year. Antigravity.

Performances will be held Thursday through Sunday in

Ottefbein’s Campus Center Theatre, 100 W. Home St.
The play takes a comic and serious look at feelings of 

isolation and fear; at the end of the millennium.
Reidenbaugh is a 1995 graduate of Gahanna Lincoln High 

School. :
To reserve'tickets call 823-1109 between 1 and 4:30 p.m.
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