
Three time Tony award winner, “Children of a Lesser God,” will be presented by Otter- 
beln College Theatre May 24 28 and May 31June 4 at the Campus Center theatre, 100 W. 
Home St. The love story that focuses on the romance and marriage of a young deaf woman 
and a (hearing) teacher she meets at a school for the deaf will feature, from left, Tim Ryan 
Deak of Brunswick, Lori Schubeler of West Chester and Zele Avradopoulos of Columbus. 
The opening night performance will begin at 7:30 p.m., Sunday matinees at 2 p.m., and all 
other performances at 8 p.m. Advance tickets are available by calling the Cowan Hall box 
office, 898-1109.

Theatre to give three-time Tony winner
A three-time Tony award 

winner, “Children of a 
Lesser God,” will be pre-

!

sented by the Otterbein 
College Theatre, May 24-28 
and May 31-June 4, at the

Campus Center Theatre, 
100 W. Home St.

“Children. . .” is a love 
story that focuses on the 
romance and marriage of a 
young deaf woman and a 
(hearing) teacher she meets 
at a school for the deaf.

Sarah works as" a custo^; 
dian at the school. The^ 
teacher senses her depth ^ 
and is excited by the pros- ^ 
pect of helping Sarah ex* 3 
pand her horizons. He c 
makes slow, but steady/^ 
progress with her sutbborns| 
and spirited attitudes and a| 
love match is born. - : ■ ^ 

A beautiful beginning for , 
the pair is followed, by the '

: frustrations of dealing with 
life’s realities.

THE LEAD ROLES wni|
be played by Timothy Ryan*'^

. Deak of Brunswick, O., and 
Zele Avradopoulos of Co=^ 
lumbus. jv :

Other cast members ate' ^ 
Cathy Lee dollins at Mt*^ 
Clemens, * Mich.; Stoney 
Westmbreland of Kings* ^ 

jjTOrt, Tenn;; Lori Schubeler ^ ,
. of 0.; Matt ’
f Bartholomew • of Wester-

Production designers in-^ 
elude'tifieeire faculty mem- 

i^bers Michael Border, light* 'ji 
eing, and Katie Robbins/ p 

costumes. Senior ' Chris! U 
; Clapp of Allegany, js^ 
vset designer; -

^ ‘ Tickets will be availablei^M 
from the Cowan Hall box 
office, 898-1109, beginning' 

A^;May.l5*



Otterbein alumna to direct lesser God
always thatA 1970 Otterbein alumna 

will return to her alma 
mater to direct the Otter­
bein College production of 
“Children of a Lesser God“ 
to be presented May 24-28 
and May 31-June 4. Teri 
Hiatt Devlin, professional 
director / actor / singer/ 
dancer, will direct the 
drama surrounding a young 
deaf woman’s relationship 
with a (hearing) teacher she 
meets at a school for the 
hearing impaired.

The play deals with the 
emotions involved in the 
couple’s romance, mar­
riage and turbulent rela­
tionship. A Broadway hit 
and winner of three Tony 
Awards, “Children. . .’’ 
was dubbed “a play you 
will never forget’’ by the 
New York Post.

“What’s really interest­
ing about this play,’’ Devlin

says, “is that it is a well- 
written, exciting piece of 
drama about relationships 
—about people not being 
able to communicate with 
each other as strongly as 
they’d like to.

“It is not only about a 
man and a woman, but 
transcends to all levels of 
relationships — mother- 
daughter, etc., in its mes­
sage about human com­
munication.’’

AS FOR THE central 
characters, Devlin says 
“It’s a very strong play 
about two people just trying 
to understand each other 
and get together.

“I told the cast that as a 
relationship progresses, we 
become close and really 
want to know the other 
person — maybe even have 
the urge to become that 
other person. But there’s

Otterbein, Sertoma praised 
for role in presenting play

Otterbein College should be 
complimented for asking their students 
to perform Children of a Lesser God.
The drama requires the students to 
learn what it means to be deaf or hard 
of hearing. The college should also be 
praised for asking several deaf people to 
be consultants. The students in the 
drama department play elderly people, 
crippled people, homeless people, blind 
people and all other sorts of individuals, 
for which they are required to research 
the character. It is a tremendous 
awareness for them to learn about the 
hidden handicap of deafness.

The Sertoma Club of Westerville 
should be praised for its great interest 
in helping the deaf community by 
providing free tickets to elderly 
residents of Columbus Colony, students 
at the Comprehensive Program for the 
Deaf and the Ohio School for the Deaf, 
and to members of Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church of the Deaf, so that many deaf 
people can enjoy the rich culture of a 
theatrical performance. The community 
should be proud of Otterbein for taking 
up such a challenging play and of the 
Sertoma Club for the tremendous job its 
members are doing to support projects 
for the deaf that would go unfunded.

The Rev. Donald E. Leber 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

of the Deaf
Af/)/ Columbus:

inner core we
sort of miss.

“This play poses the 
question, ‘Once we dis­
cover that unavoidable 
problem, that connection 
that can never be quite 
complete, how do we work 
it out?’ It’s really a beauti­
ful, beautiful love story.’’

The Otterbein Depart­
ment of Theatre and Dance 
believes the production is 
important for its student 
academically.

Within the liberal arts 
framework, students are 
involved with producing 
plays that study different 
aspects of humankind. 
They are encouraged to 
move away from them­
selves and experience the 
world of the character.

Although “Children...’’ 
is predominately a play 
about relationships and 
written for a hearing aud­
ience, it brings students to 
the examination of a world 
with which they are un­
familiar — that of the hear­
ing impaired — and serves 
as a significant learning 
experience.

Devlin has taken grad­
uate studies in directing at 
The Ohio State University 
and has completed ad­
ditional studies in acting, 
directing, voice, dance and 
theatre administration in 
New York.

She has appeared in nu­

merous tnduj^al inhc^ 
and national commcttdi^^ 
served as resident «tist 
with the New York Reper­
tory Company and hben; a 
guest artist with tile|^ I<^ 
York and touridg compan­
ies of American l^ce J^- 
chine. '

Currently, she is dia^ 
director at the teo YaB^ra- 
off Jewish Center in 
iumbus. W '

All performances will be 
in .the Campus Center 
Theatre. Advance tickets 
will be available from! the 
Cowan Hall box office, 898- 
1109, beginning Monday,

! May 15. ' ■

J
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"Children
A three-time Tony 

award winner, **Children 
of a Lesser God, will be 
presented by Otterbein 
College Theatre May 24- 
28 and May 31-June 4 at 
the Campus Center The­
atre, 100 W. Home St., 
Westerville. According to 
the New York Post, 
'•'Children ...’ is a play you 
will never forget.” 
Newsweek called it ”A 
compassionate and mov­
ing play, written with high 
intelligence and deep feel­
ing."

"Children..." is an emo­
tionally charged love story 
that focuses on the ro­
mance and mamage of a 
young deaf woman and a 
(hearing) teacher she 
meets at a school for the 
deaf. Sarah works as a 
janitor at the school, and 
the teacher senses her 
depth and is excited by the 
prospect of helping Sarah

^ .
May 8. 1989

If presented at OC
expand her horizons. He 
makes slow, but steady, 
progress with her stubborn 
and spirited attitudes and 
a love match is born. A 
beautiful beginning for the 
p6ur is followe'd "by the 
frustrations of dealing 
with life's realities.

The lead roles will be 
played by Timothy Ryan 
Deak of Brunswick, Ohio, 
and Zele Avradopoulos of 
v^olumbus. Other cast 
members are Cathy Lee

Collins of Mt. Clemens, 
Mich.; Stoney Westmore­
land of Kingsport, Term.; 
Lori Schubeler of West 
Chester, Ohio; Matt 
Bartholomew of Wester­
ville; and Cheryl Gaysunas 
of Columbus.

Production designers in­
clude theatre faculty 
members Michael Border, 
lighting, and Katie Rob­
bins, costumes. Senior 
Chris Clapp of Allegany, 
N. Y., is set designer.



Protesters unfair
In case you weren’t around Cowan Hall when the picketing 

occurred last week, here’s a little rundown.
The local district of the Ohio Association of the Deaf 

(OAD) is protesting the Otterbein theatre department’s pro­
duction of “Children of a Lesser God.’’ Because this play is 
about recognizing the difficulties of being hearing-impaired, 
one might expect the local deaf community to support the play.

The group is protesting because Otterbein is using hearing 
actors in roles designed for hearing-impaired performers. The 
author of the play, Mark Medoff, requested that a deaf actress 
be cast in the lead role for all professional performances.

OAD district representative Martha Sherridan said in a 
prepared statement: “We believe the use of hearing actors in 
any staging of this play perpetuates a cycle of oppression. [It] 
renders the play a farce and its message ineffective.”

On the surface, these complaints have merit: where deaf 
actors can be employed, they should. No director should take 
the author’s mandate lightly.

However, in spite of Otterbein's intentions and efforts to 
create a professional theatre atmosphere, there can be no 
denying that the program is for students.

Medoff specified that student productions are exempted 
from the deaf-actress requirement. When Upper Arlington 
High School and the Fort Hayes Career Center produced the 
play, no picketers paraded on the steps of those schools. Why 
should Otterbein, a school hardly larger than Upper Ailjngton, 
be expected to come up with hearing-impaired performers?

The department must draw from its pool of students. If 
none is hearing-impaired, the show must go on. The play is a 
great opportunity for students to become more versatile ac­
tresses and actors. Theatregoers will grow in their understand­
ing of some problems of the deaf.

The protesters complain that Otterbeinls unsympathetic to 
: the deaf; they seem unsympathetic to our needs and limits.
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Otterbeiri
presents
'Children'

WESTERVILLE - A three­
time Tony award winner, 
Children of n Lesser God. will 

1)0 presented by Otlerbein col­
lege Theatre Wednesday 
through Sunday and May 3i 
through June 4 at the Campus 
Center Theatre, 100 W. Home 
St., Westerville.

Children... is an emotionally 
charged love story that focuses 
on the romance and marriage 
of a young deaf woman and a 
hearing teacher she meets at a 
school for the deaf. Sarah, 
works as a i.-|

. senses her
depth and is excited by the pro­
spect of helping Sarah expand 
her horizons.

He makes slow, but steadv 
progress with her stubborn and 
spirited attitudes and a love 
match IS born. A beautiful 
bepnmng for the pair is 
followed by the frustrations of 
dealing with life’s realities.

The lead roles will be played 
by Timothy Ryan Deak of 
Brunswick, and Zele 
Avradopoulos of Columbus, 
other cast members are Cathy 
Lee Collins of Mount Clemens, 
Mich.; Stoney Westmoreland of 
^'"P.Port, Tenn.; Lori 
Schubeler of West Chester- 
Matt Bartholomew of Wester­
ville; and Cheryl Gaysunas of 
Columbus.

Production designers include 
heatre faculty members 

Michael Border, lighting, and 
Katie Robbins, Costumes 
Senior Chris Clapp, Allegany! 
N. Y., IS set designer.

Tickets are available from



'Children of a Lesser 
God,' shown In the 

Campus Center Theatre, 
will run through Sunday.

(Above) James Leeds, 
played by Tim Deak, and 

Sarah Norma, Zele 
Avradopoulos, enjoy one 

of their few quiet mo­
ments together.

(Right) Sarah attempts to 
convince James that she 
does not want to learn to 

speak.
Photos by Hillary Kline



Coliiintius iDispatcl) <IiMccticnticr

Zele Avradopolous, left, and Tim Deak 
star in the Otterbein College produc-

Dispatch photo
tion of Children of a Lesser God. See 
theater listings.

I
i
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Members of the Ohio Association for the Deaf were on hand last Wednesday to protest Otterbein College’s 
decision to produce the play Children of a Lesser Gocf without deaf actors. In the photograph at left, Martha Sher­
idan and Ron Emrich pass out pamphlets protesting the production. At right, Robert Braid holds his picket sign 
reading, “You have to be deaf to understand.” Related stories on pages 9 and 10.
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ance as Jamerf» 
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angry defenses aILk ^ a
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^Road House’ bounces 
from bad to worse
• Road House, starring Patrick Swayze as
a bouncer hired to clean up a rough night­
club. is funny. Unfortunately, the film isn't 
supposed to be a comedy. 6D
• The Ohio Association of the Deaf. District 
3 (Columbus) plans to boycott and picket 
Otterbein College's Children of a Lesser 
'God because hearing actors have been 
castln the roles of deaf characters. 7D
• Gilda Radner. who died Saturday, was a
bright, inventive comedian who will be re­
membered fondly for the light she brought 
into our lives, says Dispatch television critic 
Julia Keller. 7D
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‘^AY"31 33 . Tf^^tser God,

, . me Tony award winner, Wednesday
A thr66-ti Otterbp^n College inoW Home3'^ „in be CamV'-; Cowan Hall

through Sunday /' ,|i i,j available from * call.
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Theaterm
OTTERBEJJJ COLLEGE pca- 

ilucnCTTdf Children of a Lesser 
Cod can be seen today through 
Sunday and May 31 through June 
•1 at the Campus Center Theatre. 
For details, call 898-1109.

Miscellaneous


