
‘Extremities’to close season at Otterbein
Otterbein College Theatre 

will end the current season 
with William Mastrosimone’s 
play, “Extremities,” May 29. 
30, 31. and June 4-7 at 8:15 
p.m. in the air-conditioned 
Campus Center. The adult 
drama deals with an attemp­
ted rape and its aftermath 
for the attacker, the intend­
ed victim, and her room­
mates.

First staged in 1980 by the 
Rutgers Theatre Company, 
the play was produced the 
next year at the Actors 
Theatre of Louisville, during 
its Festival of New Ameri­
can Plays. It finally opened 
off-Broadway at the West- 
side Arts Center, where it 
enjoyed a successful run, 
starring Susan Saradon and 
later, Farrah Fawcett in the 
leading role of Marjorie.

The action begins with the 
opening scene, as a psycho 
invades the country home of 
three single women and 
tries to force himself on 
Marjorie (senior Nancy Fox), 
the only one who is home. 
The young woman finaUy 
aquirts pesticide in her

attacker’s eyes and over­
comes him, culminating 
their violent struggle.

In the next act, the 
emotional balar.ce shifts 
completely, with Marjorie 
bent on revenge, ha'^ing 
trussed up the stranger, 
Raul (played by senior H. 
Todd Freeman) and pinned a 
blindfold around his head, 
determined to take the 
whole matter into her own 
hands, but unsure of her 
next move.

Marjorie’s two roommates 
come home to this bizarre 
scene, Patricia (senior Jodie 
Silk), who had been raped, 
and Terry (junior Liana 
Peters), an over-enthusiastic 
psychologist, given to such 
phrases in questioning the 
would-be rapist and his 
almost victim as “Define 
your terms” and “I can 
relate to that.”

The play marks guest 
director Suzanne Black­
burn’s third appearance at 
Otterbein. The Ohio State 
University faculty member 
directed “Agnes of (Jod” and 
the Otterbein Summer 
Theatre production of “The 
Fantasticks.”

Otterbein junior Steph­
anie Haney has designed a 
contemporary country set.

PUSHED TO THE LIMIT - An angry Marjorie (Nancy Fox) 
gets the upper hand against her attacker Raul (H. Todd 
Freeman) in this dramatic scene from the Otterbein College 
Theatre’s “Extremities.” ^

Costume designer Lucy 
lee Reuther has created the 
wardrobes for the four char­
acters and sophomore T. J. 
Gerckens designed the light­
ing.

Tickets for the drama are 
available at the Cowan Hall 
box office weekdays 1-4:30 
p.m.
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Cast, director prepare for ‘Extremities’
Recent weeks of rehearsal 

have been more than mem­
orizing lines and blocking 
patterns for the four stu­
dent actors bringing alive 
the characters in William 
Mastrosimone’s “Extremi­
ties,” May 29-June 1, and 
June 4-7, at 8:15 p.m. in the 
air-conditioned Otterbein 
Campus Center Arena 
Theatre.

Guest director Suzanne 
Blackburn has immersed her 
young cast in the emotions, 
attitudes, and nerves touch­
ed in this adult drama that 
deals with an attempted 
rape and its aftermath for 
both the intended victim and 
her attacker.

Preparation for the high­
ly-charged play, with seniors 
H. Todd Freeman and Nancy 
Fox in the roles of attacker 
and victim, has found Black­
burn and her students 
watching a film on the sub­
ject of rape and visiting a 
rape crisis center in Colum­
bus. The ambitious director 
brought in a fight choreo­
grapher, who instructed the 
cast on proper timing and 
how to stage an attack 
without being injured.

Another part of the stu­
dents preparation was view­
ing a number of classic and

popular films such as “Gone 
With The Wind,” then dis­
cussing the variety of atti­
tudes depicted or rcmantic 
images given to this situa­
tion when someone is vic­
timized.

‘T had seen ‘Extremities’ 
in New York before being 
approached to direct it at 
Otterbein, so I knew the 
nature of the play,” Black­
burn said. “Yes, it’s violent, 
but in the face of tie stag­
gering statistic that one of 
three women is a victim of 
an attempted rape by the 
age of 25,1 think we want to 
make the point that there’s 
nothing pretty about this

kind of aggression.”
When the play closes, 

Blackburn will move on to 
Paris, where she will begpn 
working with two French 
theatres for a period of 
seven months “In numerous 
production capacities, from 
student to director to ob­
server.”

The Ohio State University 
faculty member directed last 
season’s “Agnes of God” and 
the Otterbein Summer 
Theatre production of “The 
Fantasticks” in 1984.

Ticket information is 
available at the Cowan Hall 
box office, 1-4:30 p.m., week­
days.
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Drama ^
to close 
season

William Mastrosimone’s 
powerful play Extremities will 
close Otterbein College The­
atre’s winter season, with per­
formances tonight through 
Sunday and Wednesday 
through June 7 in the Campus 
Center.

The two-act drama, which 
includes some very intense lan­
guage, deals with an attempted 
rape and its aftermath for the 
attacker, the intended victim 
and her roommates.

The audience is .th;*own, 
abruptly into the action from 
the opening scene, as a psycho­
path invades the country home 
of three single women and tries 
to force himself on Marjorie 
(Nancy Fox), the only one at 
home.

In the next act, the emotional 
balance shifts completely, with 
Marjorie bent on revenge, hav­
ing trussed up the. stranger, 
Raul (H. Todd Freeman), in the 
fireplace and pinned a blind­

Dispatch photo by Tom Dodge
Liana Peters, left, Jodie Silk and Nancy Fox in the Otterbeiii College production of Ex- 
tremities, which opens tonight '
fold around.hjs head, deter­
mined to take the whole matter 
into her own hands, but unsure 
of her next move.

The reactions of Marjorie’s 
two roommates also are ex­
plored. Patricia (Jodie Peters) 
— who has been raped — has

no stomach for reliving her ex­
perience, and Terry (Liana Pe­
ters), an over-enthusiastic psy­
chologist, is given to such 
phrases in questioning the 
would-be rapist and his almost 
victim as “Define your terms” 
and “I can relate to that.”

Showtime is 8:15 p.m., with a 
2 p.m. performance on Sunday. 
Tickets are available at the 
Cowan Hall box office, 890- 
3028, from 1 to 4:30 p.m. week­
days and at the door for one 
hour preceding each perform­
ances.
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lOtterbein College Theatre
j Would be victim Marjorie (Nancy Fox, far right), turns the - 
{tables on her attacker Raul (H. Todd Fryman), as her^; 
^ roommates (from left) Jodie Silk and Liana Peters look oh l 

in this scene from the Otterbein College Theatre produc- A 
tion of “Extremities/’ The play will be performed May 29- ] 
June 1 and June 4 in the Campus Center. To reserve 
tickets, call 890>3028.


