
Playwright finds rich source in mock-market Doom ana mm

Renata Wilson, left, Dennis Roiner and Elizabeth Harold in rehearsals with play wn^t 

Anthony Qarvoe, second from ri^t

By Michael Grossberg
Dispatch Theater Critic

Well before the stock market peaked in 
March 2000, the playwright sensed that the 
days of the dizzy dot-com era were 
numbered.

Anthony Clarvoe cashed in not by selling 
badly performing stocks but by writing a 
full-length play: Ctri+AU+DeUtte.

Beginning tonight, Otterbein College 
Theatre will present the first college 
production of the high-tech comedy.

“The title of the play came to me firom one
of the umpteen times that my computer
screen firoze,” Clarvoe said from his home in 
Gambier. “It’s the command for Wmdows to 
reboot your computer, so you lose whatever 
you’ve done that isn’t saved but you get a 
fi-esh start That seemed like a good 
metaphor for what the people who lived 
through the recent crash had to decide to
do.”

For historical context, he researched 
other boom-and-bust trends — firom the 
Dutch tulip craze of the 1600s to the South 
Sea “bubble” in England during the 1700s.

Both are documented in Charles 
Mackay’s Extraordinai'y Popular Delusions 
and the Ma dness of Crowds, which Clarvoe 
read as part of his research.

“Boom markets,” he said, “often turn into 
a kind of mass hysteria where people are no 
longer investing but peculating and where 
the price of commodities is vastly out of 
whack vrith the underlying value.

“Every time this happens, people say we 
have discovered a whole new way of doing 
business, history is over, all the rules are 
overthrown and the bubble will never end.”

■ Otterbein College 'Theatre will present 
Ctrl+AU+Delete at 7^30 toniglit, 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, and 2 p.m. Sunday — and 
8 p.m. May 1-4 — hi the Campus Center 
Theatre, 100 W. Home St, Westerville. 
Tickets cost $14. For more information, call 
614-823-1109.

In writing his play, Clarvoe set out to 
dramatize the “upward rocket” and 
“downward spiral” of a young entrepreneur 
who has an idea for a hand-held 
communications device.

“He calls it the Gizmo, and he brings it to 
the fourth-richest man in America, who sees 
it as an opportunity not to sell gizmos but to 
sell stock. 'The suspense in the play is can 
they go public before the bubble bursts.”

Clarvoe began writing the work in the fall 
of 2000.

“But I had wanted to write it for several 
years because I was struck by the similarity 
between the events in the financial world 
and the high-tech world.”

hi the wake of a well-received premiere 
at the San Jose (Calif.) Rep,, a production at 
die George Street Playhouse in New Jersey 
is generating interest from New York 
producers for an off-Broadway run.

“How people have responded to the play 
pre- and post-Enron is fascinating,” Clarvoe 
said. “Today, people are much more aware 
of how their perceptions of companies were 
manipulated.

“At the sold-out Silicon Valley premiere, a 
lot of people from that world came to see it. 
There was a lot of laughter and a rueful 
recognition of what we’ve gone through and

are still going througli.”
His plays are performed regulaily 

throughout the United States.
Among them: Pick Up Ax, set in the 

world of garage start-ups; Let’s Play Tivo, 
concerning a pair of Minnesota Twins fans 
on a car trip; and the historical drama 
Ambition Faeimi West.

Based on a commission from the St. 
Louis Rep and the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, Clarvoe is writing a liistorical 
drama about the Lewis & Clark expeditioa

“I like to write histories because I get 
curious about things,” he said. When I learn 
something new I want to share it, and 
writing plays is how I share things.

“I also love comedies because I love 
laughing.... This is tlie first time I’ve 
written a play that combines both comedy 
and lustory so tliorouglily. Anytime behavior 
is this absurd and people are tlus desperate, 
it had better be a comedy.”

ingrossberg@dispatch.com
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A night of Coles
The Columbus Jazz Orchestra, 
with vocalists Kelly Crum- 
Deiaveris and Dwight Lenox and ’
pianist Bobby Floyd, will perform the music of Nat “King” Cole, left, 
and Cole Porter at 8 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday and at 2 and 7:30 . 
p.m. next Sunday at the Southern Theatre, 2TE. Main St. The Columbus 
Youth Jazz Ensemble also will perform at 1 p.m. Sunday. Tickets cost $15 to 
$30 at Ticketmaster and the Columbus Jazz Arts Group, 614-294-5200.

High-tech comedy. Qtterhein CoU 
leoe Theatowill present Ctrf+Alt+De- 
leie, Ohio playwright Anthony Clarvoe’s 
latest comedy about a gizmo that a rich 
man markets before it is built, at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, 8 p.m. Friday and Sat­
urday and 2 p.m. next Sunday — and 8 
p.m. May 1-4 — in the Campus Center 
Theatre, 100 W. Home St., Westerville. 
Tickets cost $14. Call 614-823-1109.

Paris calling. ErikTruffaz Ladyland 
Quartet, on its first U.S. tour, will perform 
at 8 p.m. Friday in the Wexner Center for 
the Arts' Performance Space, 1871 N. 
High St. Truffaz, a French trumpeter 
wNd records for Blue Note, deals in acid 
ja2z, drum ’n’ bass, funk and hip-hop. 
Tickets cost $12 and $14 at the 
Wexner/Mershon box office, and 
Ticketmaster. Call 614-292-3535

Springfest. The acoustic-rocking 
Pat McGee Band and singer-songwriter , 
Jonatha Brooke will headline Springfest | 
2002 Friday in Ohio Wesleyan ] 
University’s Selby StadiurTiT^B S. Henry j 
St., Delaware. Cecilia, KWE and ! 
Genuine Taste also will perform. Gates ' 
open at 6 p.m. Tickets cost $10. Call | 
740-368-3197 or go to www.spring- ^ 
fest.owu.edu. ^

Waltzing Andre. Andre Rieu will i 
bring the sounds of Strauss to Mershon i 
Auditorium at 8 p.m. Friday. The violin­
ist/orchestra conductor came to promi­
nence in 1994 when his album From 
Holland With Love began a resurgence 
in waltz music. If the WOSU-TV 
(Channel 34) pledge events are'^y 
indication, Rieu is popular in central 
Ohio. Tickets cost $47.50 to $62.50 at 
Tickemaster.
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Playwright on a roll
Otterbein College Theatre has struck gold 

twice with playwright Anthony Clarvoe.
The school asked him to write a 1994 

adaptation of Dostoevski’s The Brothers 
Karamazov, which went on to the Cincinnati 
Playhouse in the Park and St. Louis Repertory 
Theatre, and to pen Ctrl+Alt^Delete, a 
comedy about the dot-com boom and crash.

The latter, which closed yesterday on the 
Westerville campus, is being considered for ; 
an off-Broadway run.

“Returning to Otterbein is great,” Clarvoe 
said recently from his home in Gambier. “It’s 
nice to see how the college’s program has - i 
evolved and become even more 
professionally oriented, and it gives me a 
chance to work close to home.

“Especially with this play, which has a

very ‘coastal’ theme, it was great to be able to 
write it away from the coasts. If it’s a story 
that resonates with people in the Midwest, 
then it’s universal.”

— Mchael Grossberg 
. mgrossberg@dispatch.com
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