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Dlrectors named for “Kate”

Directors for the Otterbein
~ College Theatre production of.

“Kiss Me Kate,” opening May 15 ;"

in Cowan Hall, have been named

. by Dr. Charles W. Dodrill.
Musicgl director for the
production, presented in
', cooperation with the Otterbein

- College department of music, is |

_Dr. Lyle T. Barkhymer. Prof.
Fred J. Thayer
- designer-technical director for -
. the production.

‘Choreographer is Miss J oanneA ‘\

VanSant, and Dr. William A.
. Wyman will be in charge of vocal |-
 presentations. Costuming for the |
 production will be created by |
 Mrs. Petie Dodrill. General
“director of the muswal is Dr
* Dodrill. _ {
“Kiss Me Kate,” colorful |
modern version of Shakespeare’s
“The Taming of the Shrew”

features the ‘delightful music of ’ '

and memorable
including © “So ": In

Cole * Porter
“songs

Love,” “I. Hate Men,” “Wun' | ' |

" derbar,” “Too Darned Hot” and

| ‘ VU
“Always True To You (In My it

Fashion).”
Productlon dates at Otterbem

LOndon e
Theatre
Tour

Preliminary plans for the
annual London Theatre Tour
have been announced by tour
organizer and escort, Dr. Charles
W. Dodrill, Director of Theatre:
The two week tour will depart
on November 28 at the end of
the: fall term and return on
December 12. - b

_Tour activities include travel
from New York to London via
BOAC-747; first class hotel with
private ‘bath, TV, etc., in heart
of London (Tavistock Hotel or

tours of London’s east and west
end; full = day tour™ to
Stratford-Upon-Avon , including
performance by the Royal

Windsor Castle; ‘breakfasts for
the entire two weeks; services of
resident host; tour escort. and
private guide for all English
tours especially arranged for the
group. ;

.Based upon figures currently /'
available , total cost for the:
complete tour, New York to:
London and return, will be
approximately $525.00.

Interested - persons
contact Dr. Dodrill at his office '
in Cowan Hall. The tour group is |

restricted  to 35 persons.
- Deposits of $100 will be |
received - at any time K —|

* him at 891-3909.

remainder of tour cost is due 30 -
days prior to departure (persons .
may withdraw up to.30 days:
before departure with complete.:
refund). For further information © .
contact Dr. Dodrill or phone

i

i‘.

will - be " 4

should : '

are May 15 through- 18. Curtain
time is 7:30 p.m. Wed., 8:15
p-m. for all other,' productions.

’

i
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dlrector of vocal presen

i From left are Dr. Lyle T. Barkhymer,
S i director of music;' Joanne VanSant, cho-
! reographer; and -Dr. William A. Wyman,

s - | general director Dr. CharlesW Dodrill to.
(IR R ‘q respectlve duties for Otterbem College

- DIRECTORS NAMED FOR MUSICAL

Theater s, productlon of “Kiss Me Kate.” In
-addition, Prof. Fred J. Thayer will be
designer-technical director and costumes
will be created by ietie Dodrill for the
‘musical, which will be staged at 7:30 p.m.
May 15 and at 8:15 p.m. May 16-18.

tations, named by

iy .

"and
dept. of musnc
;present

"Musual comedy at its glmermg Iml

:‘: 7;' g o ' Blasle eud lww 1Y COLE POR'ER
IR N Bot 47 SAMR oo BELLA SPEWACK

Thurs. Sat., Muy 16-18 —8:15

Reserved Tlckets $3 (Students & Golden Agers $1.50 May 15 & 16)
Phone 891-3331, 1 to 4 p.m. weekdays for reservations.




iss “Me Kate,” pro -
duc d May 15-18 by the Ot-

musgca 2 comedies ever: to'\
'play on the stage.
“7 The unforgettable 90ngs of '

<ATTRACTION--Lucent|o (Gian Morelll) makes no secret of hlS attrachon to Kate s
younger sister, Bianca (Beth Machlan), and pursues the young maid with gusto in “‘Kiss
Me Kate'’, which opened ‘last night at Otterbein.
Theatre in cooperatlon with the department of music, with lavish dances and songs,
“Kiss Me Kate'’ is one of the most popular musical comedies of all time. -

Kiss Me Kate at Otterbein

Cole Porter, which include cers in a modetn presenta-.f
““Wunderbar’’ and ‘‘So in tion.
Love” are reinforced by The splrlted“Tarantella”
* chorus numbers designedand and the vibrant ‘““We Open in
' .chereographed by Joanne ‘Venice” are further invita- '
"‘?VanSant Miss. 'VanSant has tions ‘to 'enjoy the musical
'staged the lavish- opening ' fun. Tempo changes with the Fr
‘number “Another Openin’*’ softened ““Were Thine ThaL
_w1th all 25 smgers and dan~ Special Face >’ a love song
o ; accompanied by ballet style
i movement._ Upbeaf follows

‘formation,

i, and Sat.

with the jazz like stylization
of ““Too Darn Hot.”” ‘

Compléting the color of the

musual in addition to the
VanSant choreography are
the costumlng of Mrs. Pelie
Dodrill and the scene designs o
of Prof. Fred Thayer. CoE

General director for **Kiss | © L
“ Me Kate”producedmassoc— | =

) -
. -

Produced by the Otterbein College -

3 Jerry Confer will play Petruchio to Dee
'Hotys Katherine .in Otterbein College °
; Theater’s production of the Cole Porter
musmal “Klss Me Kate,” to be presented

in. cooperatmn with the college s depart- |
ment.of music Wednesday through Satur- |
day in Cowan Hall. First curtain will be at I
7:30 p.m,, all others are 8:15. i

. MUSICAL OPENS WEDNESDAY . -§>

1dt10n w1th the Otterbein Col— :
_-lege department of music, !
is Dr. Charles W. Dodrill. i
For reservations and in-
- call 891-3331.
_Curtain time is §:15 Thurs.

o




_ Apnl 15: and 17 the Otterbem
i College Theatre Department will
-sponsor .a ' -workshop theatre
:session. The workshop theatre is

Hammond McGlumphy, Boles ond Mnller dlrect“workshop theatre

 Abortioti drrected by Bob Boles

a junior “transfer student from

" Ohio State and No Exit directed

by Brad McGlumphy a senior

_designed to glve student actors from ~ Barnesville. Abortion
i more expenence and to provide  written by Eugene O’Neill
fmore opportunities to try features James St. Clair, Larry
‘different  kinds of plays Fantozzi, Leslie Young, Marty
cincluding avant garde and  Johnson, Cheryl Sterle, Randy
“extremely modern shows.as well  Cole, and Dave Shumway. The
'as . provrdmg a chance -for second play, No Exit, utilizes
aspiring directors. the abilities of Jon White, John
i Workshop Theatre  is  Black, Sue Kocks, "and Darci
_experimental - and  truly a Burmingham to depict three

' workshop ‘session. Plays are put
‘on in a short amount of time
-with a minimum of scenery,
+ costumes, and lighting. -The
-emphasis - is ‘placed on the
'direction -and - the characters
‘rather :than the  set ~and

“costumes," as well as characters. .

For spring term, the directors -
Brad.
, McGlumphy, Bob Boles;: ‘and !
. Dick Miller. Since four shows b

‘are David Hammond,

“will be presented, they have |
* been divided into a double bill.
"Two shows will be presented |
April 15 -and the other two
‘shows wrll be presented Apnl
S W

The first set of shows w111 be

: i bl

r) ). AP fti\!

3,7 ‘

.

L
|
|
|
B
5
i

people locked up together in one
hideous room in hell. The
windows are bricked up; there
are no mirrors; the electric lights
can never be turned off; and
there is no exit. The irony. of
this hell is that its torture is not
of the rack and fire, but of the
burning huiliation of each soul
as it is stripped of its pretenses

T Tl

“iwand - grapefruit.

i j The one act plays are open to !,

; ’mvrted Admrssron is free.

[
b
l

by “the cruel cunosrty of the |

‘damned.

The second offermg is both
acts of the play The Private Ear f
and ~ The Public Eye directed by |
_Dick Miller a senior from Toledo | .
and David Hammond a' senior ;
from Byesville, Q_hio j

respectively. The Private Ear, a '

comedy by Peter Shaffer, is a

rueful romance in which a boy i
makes a date with a girl he met "
at-a concert and has his worldly

friend coach him for . the j,’
occasion. Not only is
coaching all wrong, but the girl | .
turns out to be a very rude.
disappointment.  Jim . West,

Jurgen Tossman, - and Cindy
Snodgrass are cast members. Thex
Public Eye . depicts' a snappy .
private detective who dresses
- like an unmistakable neon srgn
and is constantly eafing yogurt
He has been
lhrred to tail an accountants
"'wife, but has succeeded in giving
‘himself away every time. Davrd
Hammond has- chosen. Jenn

“Herron,” Steve Black and Dan
xHawk for his cast. .. o y

“all students _and- the public is,

i

the " lywith the Otterbein College

| “Another Open’nin” and fea:

i g \

K (_—_.i""' C'ﬂzen.lournol 7
Mon., April 29, 1974, Cols., o.

| oy
| “Kiss Me Kate’ next
o

at Otterbein College

Even more humorous is the
production itself with mad-
cap scenes between two cou-
ples who banter and battle’
and love with such jocular’
relish that the audience is
caught up in the cross-fire.

| - Boxoffice for the Otterbein
College Theatre - production
[“Kiss Me Kate” will open May
11. Hours are 1-4 p.m. week-
;days )

i Presented in-cooperation

{Department of Music, “Kiss
‘Me Kate” is directed by Dr.
| Charles W. Dodrill. ‘

| The musical comedy, loose-
ly based on the Shakespeare
Istory of “The Taming of the
 Shrew” features the timeless
:muslc of Cole Porter and
;songs such as ‘‘So. In Love”,
!“Why Can’t You Behave?”,

“Kiss Me Kate” is a warm
family show which leaves
audiences humming and
smiling with true theatrical
pleasure.

Production dates are May-
15-18 with a special student
matinee on May 17 at 10 a.m,
Cuyrtain time is 7:30 'p.m.
Wednesday, and 8%5 for all-
other nights. Special student
and Golden Ager rates avail-
able. Call 891-3331 for reser-.

~ vations and information.

ar,

‘|tures one of the funniest
| vocal presentations on the
1Amer1can stage, “Brush Up
[ Your Shakespeare"

/o
/

| Tée

May 17, 1974

“Why do we work our asses
‘off"’ demands the title song

/( ate’” continues

through Saturday

will probably be the same as the
original, that is ‘“‘Applause!”

’,‘)from a 1970 hit musical. Ask
'thrs question of anyone involved
1n ‘Otterbein’s production of

Why else would non-paid singers
and dancers rehearse their 'way '
through five sets of vocal chords
Continued ori 4

{
'Gian Morelli as Lucentio makes no secret.
;of his attraction to Kate’s younger sister,
Bianca, played by Beth Machlan, and
Pursues the maid with gusto in “Kiss Me

OTTERBEIN READIES MUSICAL .

Kate,”opening Wednesday in Otterbeml
college’s Cowan Hall.The production is a|
cooperative venture of the college’s de-
* partments of theater and musrc ‘

:‘Krss Me Kate”, and the answer

l
L
I
1

7

oﬂerbem college fheai

k

°

and

depi" of music

present

e i COLE PORTER N
ot e SAM s BELLA' srrwaclls /

\ %
!
i

WED., MAY 15—7:30.
THURS.-SAT., MAY 16-18—8:15

- Reserved Tickels$3.00 (Students and Golden agers $1.50 on May 1516)

Phone 891-3331, 1 fo 4 p.m. weekidays for reservations
Cowan Hall.— Plush New Seals — 20 minutes from downlown

“Musical comedy at its gliﬂ«ingbeﬂ."b
: » —iwE

e b Ty

d from 1
‘and ballet slippers? And why

e B : - o~

“Kiss Me Kate
Wednesday, Not in Venice, but L
on the stage of Cowan Hall,and * ©

l Lors/ anca

N e ’ v . " L i ’l h !":, ! ’.‘h e i )

l”\(?!‘perle.d this *

. else would the male lead practice  will run through tomorrow: .
L T snappmg a bull-whip until he  pight, . :
SaE “almost snapped the tip off his The Cast
l RTINS “nose? The answer can only be - )
B ,applause ’ * Fred/Petruchio Jerry Confer
I TR b e e i e I Lilli/Kate ../. ..... Dee Hoty .
. . g e l Brll/Lucentlo . Gian Morelli :

.‘,Bp;,h Machlan ‘
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“SUMMER THEATRE ANNOUNCED

The = Otterbein Summer

., Theatre, is an educational as well

as professicnal theatre according
to Dr. Charles Dodirill, Director
of Theatre at Otterbein.
This summer 20 students will
-be participating in the acting and
' technical company. Among

i those participating are: Richard

{ Miller, Jerry Confer, Beth
‘! Machlan, Tony DelValle, Julie
! Sickles, Pam Hill, Dennis Romer,’

‘Gian Morelli, Jim West, Sharon

-| Bichnell, Roby Pruett, Judith

i Easton, James Dooley, Leslie
Young and Pamela Burns.

1
j “Their first presentation will
] be “Present Laughter. ” Directed

! by Dr. Dodrill, it will open on
June 18-23. “The Fantasticks” a

> highly successful oft-Broadway
-+ musical,” will run from June
.+ 26-29 and July 2-3-5-6 and will

be directed by Lloyd Lewis, an
‘Otterbein graduate and
. Executive Director of the

* Columbus Junior Theatre of the

i Arts. “Come Blow Your Horn”
w1ll then run from July 9-13.

Denms Romer

Otterbem o

alumnus, will direct - the  Neil
Simon play.

- The fourth show of the
season  will ~ be . the
mystery-thriller, . “Night Must
Fall,” directed by Executive of
the Ohio Arts Council Don

~ Striebig. It will run on July

16-20. The eighth season of the.
Otterbein Summer Theatre will
close with “The Impossible
Years” from July = 23-27,
directed by Dr. Dodirill.

A special Children’s Theatre
production of “Pinocchio” will
be presented at 1:30 p.m. on
July S5-7 and July 11-13. Mrs.

Petie Dodrill will direct the |

Children’s Theatre production.
Seats in the air-conditioned

Campus Center arena theatre are

reserved "at $2.25 for all- shows |
excepting the musical at $3.00. |

Season tickets will be available

at $10. Children’s Theatre is 75 |-

cents for children, $1.00 for
adults. For special group rates, |

call Dr. Charles

Dodrill, :» .

™

Musical
parallels
Shakespeare

Me Kate’’, for a four-day
run -beginning Wednesday,
May 15 at 7:30 p.m. Cur-

day and Saturdayis 8:15p.m.
“in Cowan Hall.

This is the musical hit
that scored a run of 135
weeks in New York when it

. 4 opened with its book by Sam

and Bella Spewack.

The Otterbein College !
Theatre will open the famous 8
Cole Porter musical, ‘‘Kiss

1 tain time for Thursday, Fri- .

i writers of our time, how- -

ever, none could fit as many
i ~Shakespearian titles into one
i short patter song as the hil-
| arious Cole Porter number
3 “Brush Up Your. Shakes-
| ‘peare,’”’ sung by two ridicu-
i\ lous gangsters who suddenly
I' find-themselves on-stage and
1 contr1but1ng to the comedy
' of the show.
Appearing in ‘‘Kate’’ are
} Dee Hoty and Jerry Confer
. ( as the entertainingly tema-
; mental.stage couple who are
1 “‘So In Love’’ with each other
I between fights backstage at

: : the ,re-New York tryout of .
’-Shakes,;upre’s “Taming of |

Misg Hoty as Lilli Vanessi

i the Shrew."

and Jerry Confer as Fred

! Graham. are thrown together
1 in the play after a bitter-
1 sweet divorce which led Lilli
ll to vow, ‘‘I Hate Mén.” A
I moment later, however, she
§ ole days’’ and sing to each.
“. other a heartfelt ‘‘Wunder-

bar.”” Perhaps.the highpoint-

and Fred recall their ‘‘good -

of the whole ‘show; at least:

for Fred and Lilli, however,

comes when their acting be- !

1

|

|

|

|

| comes more than Justahttle v
; ferocious, very serious, and -
|
3

terribly entertaining. Lilli,
whom the script calls upon

to pat Fred, does so'with a '

bit more zest than she should,

i

| 1 at least to Fred’s way of
1 thinking.

.| gusto, and soon.the funniest

| love-hate comic scene in:
’ memory is taking place on
o ,

the stage.
““Kiss Me Kate’’s lustily-

" battling couple 'parallels
" Shakespeare’s feud with a’
timeless comedy that is
heartily amusing to all gen-

¢

erations.

a
1}~ For 'information” and re-

servatlonb, call 891—3331,;

11-4 p. m. weekdays

Of all the brilliant song-

He reacts with °



- DEELIGHTFUL — Tall, talented Dee Hoty is shown in scenes of past
'Otterbein theater productxons. At the left she’s Golde in “Fiddler on the-

 “Roof” (1971)-in duet with David Mack, singing the tender “Do You Love
Me ?” Miss Hoty was fxrst introduced to the Otterbein theater program by

Mack, who now is acting in professional theater‘ At the right, Miss Hoty is

shown at left with Dave Graf and Shelley Russell in the 1973 summer’

theater production of “Plaza Suite.” The mezzo-soprano will pursue a

- career in professional music theater after “Kiss Me Kate.”

 Dee Hoty Ends Versatile College Career

; When “Kiss Me-. Kate'™
opens at Otterbein College
‘May 15, it won't be . just
“another opening,

Hoty, appearing as Kather-
line,

- Called “the most talented
‘musical comedienne” in an
!impressive and highly talent-

. another -
“:show” for coed actress Dee

en by her director, Dr.
Charles W. Dodrill, Miss Ho- .
ty’s versatile college career
culminates with the four-day
run of “Kate.”

Credits for the young sing-

er-actress already include .

the lead in another musical,
Golde in “Fiddler on the
Roof,” and main-role appear-

included Mrs. MacLean in-
“Susannah,” Otterbein Op-
era Theater production, and
the beautiful solo of Domina
in “A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum.” .
Recently Miss Hoty ap-
peared as a guest folk singer

in the Chintz Room atFand R

Lazarus.

vexmg and perplexing Kath-
erine, actress-divorcee who
vacillates . between
and despising her former

husband, demands the comic"

skill and seasoned acting
competence of a pro. _
“It's the perfect challenge

for Dee,” Dr. Dodnll says.’

i - e

Ty

lovm g.

= e

“This is a funny, funny show
and she’s a born comedienne,
As Kate, she’s simply smash-
‘ing!”

“Kiss Me Kate” opens at

Otterbein May 15 at 7:30 p.m. |

in Cowan Hall with produc- !
tions also on May 16, 17 and

18 at 8:15 p.m.

'ed history of Otterbem wom-- ances opposite professional ~The blue- eyed brown .
i T R =] guest actors Robert Morse in haired mazzo-soprano com- I
B R | “Three Men On A Horse” and bines her vocal accomplish- @+, .|

',anck Gwillam in “Lion in
! Winter.” . _

OTHER MAJOR singing
roles for Miss: Hoty have

MISS HOTY

" “So In Love Am L.” Ll .-' 3 )

ments with an acting profi- | . . i LA

- ciency which has wonher 20 | '\~ . /o o o ‘

major roles. with the ten [ - . i Y
different directors including | ., ; '~ R E LR A A
two seasons as a member of |::: R G
the acting company of the | - Sy Ty
Otterbein Summer Theater. A L .
For this opening, appear-
ing as Kate, Miss Hoty’s songs
will include the duet
“Wunderbar” and her_musi-
cal protest against chauvin-.| /-
ists, “I Hate Men!” “Women | o }
‘Are So Simple” declares | .. -
Kate in another solo and she | =~
confesses to her audience, | = |

AFTER MISS HOTY
completes her final perform-
nce as Katherine Saturday
night she plansfo packupher { .~ . "« 0 . ferit e,
trunk-load of talents and | -, - . oo _
pursue a career in profes- . ... 0 e g .
sional musical theater. Cur-} ~ . / = . ol T oo
rently auditioning with area ! .~ - . o0l 0 Y
professional companies, Miss SR Vo
Hoty is considering -several | = - ... o .
offers from major perform- ¥ T
ing groups. LT R T e

But right now it's “another |- L . .0 g
show” for actress-singer Dee | . : -~

e e
N

\
3
7

\
4
1
|
|
)
{
i
i
]
, ; . P : £x 1
R _ { Ushers are, of course, ' L R
|
i
i

R

,_MW.NW—A duction inthe Otterbein Cam-

+ Hoty and the -role of the |

re ,»:Ushers needed R A
| Persons who would llke e
to usher for Otterbein Sum-
mer Theatre are invited to :
call 891-3331 from 12:30 to
19 p.m. to register with Di- ;
1! rector Charles W. Dodrill.

admitted free to the plays
‘land .work once each week| . , .,
‘throughout the six-week sea- | '
son. Openings are still a- |
vailable for ushers, begin- |
}nmg with the current pro-

U D AR

pus Center, .
Laughter.”’

‘‘Present.

e ey
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’WOMAN TAMER--'

‘Kiss Me

Kate Darlmg devil divine,’
‘tells Katherine (Dee Hoty) in the title song from the musical openlng at Otterbgin ,
:College Theatre May 15 through May 18 in C¢wan Hall.
iwith the Otterbein department of music,

‘day, 8:15 p.m. for all other performances.

Petruchio (Jerry Confe'r), :

Presented in cooperation |
“Kiss Me Kate'’ features the songs of Cole |
‘Porter and the comedy of Shakespeare gone modern. Curtain time is 7:30 p.m. Wednes-

SWEET AND SHREW--Blanca (Beth Machlan) assumes an air of sweet innocence, but
Katherine (Dee Hoty) -is visibly skeptic.as the two become near-rivals in “Kiss Me
Kate , family musical comedy opening at Otterbein May 15. Productions at Cowan
\HaII also on Thursday, Friday and Saturday night, ‘‘Kiss Me Kate’’ mingles Shakes-
| ';peare with modern shenamgans and colorful dances and songs. Cole Porter tunes
ifeatured include ‘‘Wunderbar’’, '‘So In Love’’, ""Always True To You, Darlin’’’ and
{ the funniest-ever musical commentary, “‘Brush Up Your Shakespenre .

o0

e T T T T e
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. .biggest,

"by Michael Bauer

‘No . sooner does the
Shlitz-malt  hangover  from
Spring Fever Day seem to pass
and’ ‘the' Dum-Dum ‘suckers you
hoarded -get licked into oblivion
than mom, dad, and the kiddies
from home pour in to check up
on where their four grand went
and- to  help celebrate the
time:honored  spring fertility
rights; known in some circles as
the ' “Ritual Sacrifice of the
Virgins who were Really
Sacrificed on Prom Night, Years
Ago.” For your money you get
the main event, the crowning of
the Fertility Godess, plus an
eighteen-ring sideshow, including
select - sorority sweeties
deep- throatmg bananas, Angels
enshrouded in cotton-candy
veils, whimpering about
MIA’s (who are  secretly
confined - on. Okinawa with

‘Vietnamese sy philis), and a host

But the
glamorous

attractions.
most

of lesser

- spectacle- of all is the annual
- spring ‘musical, produced jointly

iy
i

~

|
i
!
i
{
i

by the Departments of Theatre
‘and  Music. This years’ gala
. attraction was Kiss Me Kate, the
Cole Porter musical based on
Shakespeure’s (amen) Taming of
the  Shrew. General Director
Charles, Dodrill and his cast,
crew, and orchestra, gave us an
entertaining performance of an
entertaining musical; no more,
no less. Not a memorable
production,  certainly,  but
likewise not one to be ashamed

the

KISSMY. ..

of.

I have a built in bias against
musicals as serious art. No‘élow
to me, can be convincing when

every other minute someone in

the cast is breaking into some

corny = song about love,
trombones, or Sanka decafinated
coffee  crystals. Even most

opera’s fall on their faces if you
view them as theatrical works.
Opera’s stand on the quality of
their music, musicals stand on
the  “catchiness” of their
melodies and the mindlessness of
their entertainment. That in
mind, it is safe to label Kiss Me
Kate *very entertaining.”

The
starred Dee Hoty as Lilli
Vanessi, Beth Machlan as Lois
Lane, Gian Morelli as Bilt
Calhoun, and Jerry Confer as
himself. The acting was solid.
Miss Hoty was superb, both
vocally and dramatically. She
knew her character and her
audience well and used that
krniowledge to sell her role as
convincingly as it could be sold.
Beth Machlan is a fine singer and
an absolute genius with facial
expressions. Ocasionally,
however, her speaking voice
didn’t sell her lines as well-as her
face did. The male half of the
quartet lacked something vocally
and perhaps weren’t as effective
as their. opposites but there was
something about their acting I
liked. Mr. Morelli was so subtle
that he made Lois Lane’s

- Fun-loving musical

Otterbein production

flirtiness even more emphatic.:

Mr. Confer (who really played
Fred Graham) rescued his role
from potential boredom by

" playing it tongue-in-cheek. This

had one rather noticable effect
on the play. It kept it moving at
times when it would otherwise
have died. Special mention must
also go to Jim West and John
Black, whose portrayal of the
two gangsters, especially through
their body comedy, had me
nearly in the isles with laughter.

The sets were up to: Fred

 Thayer’s usual high standards.

Dr. Lyle Barkhymers ‘“‘unsung
heroes” ‘in the orchestra -pit,
although not outstanding at least
played the difficult score
adequately. The big sore spots
were the chorus and dance
numbers. Although  well
concieved, the execution on the

~

big dance numbers was sloppy !

too often, and on all the big |

production  numbers,  the

audience was subjected to an |

abundance of very forced, very

S —

““Kiss Me Kate’’ opens at
the Otterbein College The-
_atre next Wednesday at 7:30
p.m. and continues May 16-
18 at 8:30 p.m. in Cowan
Hall. =~
The musical comedy,
sprinkled with familiar songs
by Cole Porter, has the re-
putation of having one of the
wittiest scores ever written.

1'In “Kiss Me Kate,”’ every

musical number is a sheer
delight.

From the first number
‘‘Another Openin’, Another
Show,”’ to the finale, ‘‘Kiss
Me Kate,’”” the hilarious
comedy is interspersed with
memorable songs which are
now considered among the
. musical comedy classics..

N

Two very funny gangsters
(Jim West and John Black)
confuse the wnole plot with
their comically confusing an-
tics and bring the show'to a
musical climax with the con-
tagious vaudeville routine,
“Brush  Up .Your Shake -
speare.’’ i

| opens Wednesday

‘““Kiss Me Kate’’isa warm
production which leaves ev-
eryone humming and smiling
‘“Always True to You,”” “‘I
Sing of Love,” and ‘‘So in
Love Am L.’

Tickets for “Kiss Me
Kate”’
Otterbein College Theatre
box office, 1-4 p.m. week-

days. For reservations and

informatiom, call 891-3331..

!
begrudging smiles. In a show /- .

which is _ primarily | ‘A ,
entertainment, the audience | | '

must be convinced that those on |

stage are enjoying themselves or
nothing works. It took ‘the leads
a couple of minutes each time to

pull themselves out of the whole |
that the chorus and dnacers dug L
for them. That they did it was a

credit to their abilities. .
All in all, an enjoyable if not
profound evening. '

o Caan

/

are available at the.
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: ,‘FISS MERATE

s} Musical Very Well Dong at Otterbein. ‘ ]i

director, Lyle Barkhymer. ]

& s By SARA CARROLL b
: Of The Dispatch Sfaff

Otterbein College Theater
7 culminates its 1973-74 season
.. with a lavish and lively pro-
-+ duction of “Kiss Me Kate.”

Desplte a somewhat out-
- dated book, “Kate” is great,
3 With music and lyrics by Cole
i Porter, how can you go
wrong7 :

Based ot Shakespeare’s
STaming of the Shrew,” the
musieal utilizes the format of
a play within a ‘play to
highlight such Porter tunes
as “Why Can’t You Behave,”
“Wunderbar,” “So in . Love,”
“Always True to You in My -
Fashion,” “I Hate Men!” and
= “Too Darn Hot.”

Direcied by Dr. ‘Charles |
- Dodrill and costumed by his ’
', wife, Petie, it measures up
thelr usual high “production
: standa1ds

~ LIKE MOST older gals,
# “Kate” DOES sag a little'in,
~ the middle, but her indomi-

natable spirit brings her

"= roaring back to fabulous_rm— i

" ale. .
TThin plot tells of thé di-
. vorped theatrical couple ‘cast
[ in a musical version of
i “Taming of -the Shrew.”
' Their backstage conflicts
iy form the nucleus of the story
Juntil “love conquers all.”

Dee Hoty wmds up a most |

career with an‘equally suc-
cessful performance as Lilli

portrays Kathe:ine (Kate.)
' short yedrs, matured into a

i most. attractive woman, and
+her -voice is beginning to

i successful college theater |2
Vanessi, stage actress who'|E

 MISS HOTY has, in four ||

Inearlyvocal sblos she wag
a bit thin in upper register, .
although rich, full-bodied
and right on the button in
lower range. In later scenes,
that unevenness was not ap-
parent and she was glowmg.

* As an actress, she can
rarely be faulted and this
particular role calls for some
hamminess without being
hammy . about it.For the most:
part, she brought it off beau-
‘tlfu y. :

Male lead, Jerry Confer, is.
1ot all that good an actor yet
but, he ‘sings very .nicely
desplte a few scattered pitch
problems :

SECONDARY. leads,
Pettigrew and Beth Machlan

sing and act with some de-

.gree of hesitancy. Miss Mach-
‘lan, though, is a beauty who’
yhould come along well as she

‘Bob .

were dehghtful as the two
gangsters and in the. can’t-
fail-to-please number,
“Brush Up on Your Shake-
speare.” '

Opening production num-
ber of.act 1T was “Too Darn

native and artistic set design
was altogether an asset.
Last, but not least, the
orchestra was par excellence
— a truly fine ensemble,
cueing in beautifully with a
‘together’. sound, under the

Hot,”’ which, 1romcally be- ctes Leﬂn d1rect10n of music

came an joke. in-house It was

exactly that in non-air condi- -

tioned Cowan Hall ‘and the
audience released aripple of-
laughter as they used pro-
grams for fans. Grapevine |
has it that the situation may
be cdorrected by next season.

Choreography by Joanne'
Van Sant was well-charted.

-and very well executed. -

- MRS. DODRILL’S costum
ing was eleg gant (as it always
is) and add d much to the
overall success of the presen-
tation. Fred Thayer's imagi

11(‘(]_1111‘85 more vocal;

strength. Pettigrew is a
graceful dancer, not too bad a

singer and needs a bit more

: pohsh as an actor.

‘%”nn West and.John Black

grow with }h‘:r

On ascale of 100, we’d hcﬂ/e]

‘torate the overall produmom

a healthy 89 plus. The housel -

was filled Thursday :and!

you've only Friday and Salur-

fun,

—— L e L B

j

day nights t6 get in on the
\
e




by Sarah Skaates

The Otterbein Theatre
production of the Cole Port-
er/Spewak musical take-off

weekend with dehghtful daz-
zle. ¢

“Kiss- Me Kate’’ has a lot
of fun with the man vs woman
theme spelled out in Shake-
speare’s classic. Women’s
libbers may look askance at
the premise, but otherwise
age has had little dimming
effect on either the original
comedy or the musical.
Porter’s music is tuneful
and catchy, and in the hands
of ‘the Otterbein musicians
it is performed with skill
and spirit. From Barbara
Kosciuk’s bouncy ‘‘Another
Op’nin’ Another Show”

Come to Wive it Wealthily
in Padua’’ and the empha-
tic - ‘I Hate Men”’ through
the lighthearted ‘‘Brush Up
_ Your Shakespeare,’”’ Otter-
bein’s ‘May Day show was
the kind of no-strain enter-
tainment perfectly suited to
the season.

In the title role, Dee Hoty
gave top notch vocal treat-
ment to her solos, and car-
ried thé role of the actress
Iplaying Shakespeare’s Kath-
erine with real comedic flair.
To quote another playgoer,
‘‘Hasn’t it been fun to watch
that girl grow? When. she
was a freshman she had the .
voice but that was about all.
And look at her now!’’
Matching Kate with stage}
flair -and fireworks if not
quite vocally was Jerry Con-
fer as Fred Graham/Pet-
rucio. Beth Machlan as Lois
Lane/Bianca and Gian Mor-

on Shakespeare’s ‘‘Taming of
‘the Shrew’’ came to life last’

through the swaggering ‘‘I've -

elli as Bill Calhoun/Lucen-|

Po. 5H3)7y

tio prov1ded some h1gh mo-
ments with ‘“‘Every Tom,
Dick and Harry,”’ ‘‘Always
" True to You in My Fash—
ion,’’ and ‘‘Bianca.’’

Heading up the laugh-sing-
‘and -dance department were
Jim West and John Black
as the two gangsters whose
“Brush Up Your Shake -
speare,’”’ was repeated as
a curtain call.

Fred Thayer’s set de‘ -
signing talents got a real
workout as he provided
dressing rooms, rehearsal
stages, Italian streets, and
‘more. to keep up- with the

constantly shifting. scenes. - |

'His work, coupled with the
costume designing eye of

Petie Dodrill, was respon--§
sible for the colorful lav-

ishness of the show. |
Joanne Van Sant’s chore-
ography was not only ex-
uberant in concept but danc-
ed with confidence andchar-
acter.
lence of ‘‘Kiss Me Kate”
was due to,the capable work
of Lyle Barkhymer, musi-
cal director and William

Wyman, choral director.

Charles Dodrill, as general |

director, gave the whole pro-
duction thatdistinctive ‘‘put-
together just right’’ stamp
“which is his hallmark.

One of the ‘‘Kiss Me Kate’’

e

The musical excel- #

Kiss Me Kafe dehghfs, dazzles

songs could well be adopted
as the Cowan Hall spring and
summer themesong - “Too
Darn Hot,”’ Those comfy new
seats were one welcome big
step toward increased com-
fort. Now for someair cond-
itioning  so we don’t stick
to them!



* *

10 Ciﬁzen Journcl

Wed , May 15 1974, Cols L

Otterbein presents

'Kiss Me Kate”, produced
May 15-18 by the Otterbein
College Theatre in Cowan
Hall, supports its reputation

~of being -one of the liveliest

and most song-filled mugical
comedies ever to- play on the
. stage.

- The unforgettable songs of

Cole Porter, which include

. “Wunderbar”
Love,”

and “So In
are reinforced by

chorus numbers designed-

" and choreographed by
 Joarine VanSant. Miss Van-
Sant has staged the lavish
opening number, ‘“Another
Openin’ ', with all 25 singers
-~and dancers -in 'a modern
, presentatlon ‘
The spmted “Tarantella”
Na

8 el

‘and the vibrant “We Open In

Cole Porter musical
@51

Venice” are further invita-

‘tions 'to enjoy the musical
“fun. Tempo changes with the -
.softened ''Were Thine That

a loye song
‘accompanied by ballet-style -
Upbeat follows -
‘with the ‘jazz-like stylization @
of “Too Darn Hot". =

Special Face’,

movement.

Completmg the color of the
~mu51cal in addition to the
VanSant .choreography are
the costuming of Mrs. Petie
Dodrill and the scene designs
of Prof. Fred Thayer.

General director for “Kiss
Me Kate”’, produced in asso-
ciation® with the Otterbein

College department of Music, - '

is Dr. Charles W. Dodrill.
For reservations and infor-

tain time is 8:15 p. m.

¥
_mation, call 891-3331. Cur: =
i
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directors named

B
* bein College Theatre pro-
“duction of ‘Kiss Me Kate’’,

Directors for the Otter-

opening - May 15 in Cowan
Hall, have been named‘by.

Dr. Charles W. Dodrill.

Musical ‘diréctor for the
production, presented in co-

operation with the Otterbein 3

College department of mu-
sic, is Dr. Lyle T. Bark-

hymer: Prof. FredJ. Thayer~
will be ‘designer-technical

director for the production.

Choreographer is Miss Jo-
anne VanSant, - and Dr.
William A. Wyman will be
in charge of vocal presenta- |

tions.  Costuming for the

production will be created

e e Ll

by Mrs. Petie Dodrill. Gen- "

is Dr. Dodrill.

‘eral director of the musical .

““Kiss Me Kate’’, colorful
modern version of Shakes- -
peare’s ‘‘The Taming of the |

Shrew’’ features the delight- -
ful’ music of Cole Porter !
~and memorable songsinclud-

ing “‘So In Love;” ‘I Hate
Men,” “Wunderbar,”’ ‘Too
Darned Hot”’ and ‘‘Always

True To You (In My Fash- :

ion)”’.

- Production dates atOtter- -
bein are May 15 through 18.

Curtain time is 7:30 p.m.

. Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. for

all other productions.

Eog

LY
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is Me Kate” opens .at
)
ater May 15 at 7:30 p.m. and
i continues May 16-18 at 8:30
p.m. in Cowan Hall. :

ole Porter, has the reputa-
ion -of having -one of the

In “Kiss Me Kate,” every
. musi¢al number is a sheer
dehght

From the first number

Show,” to the finale, “Kiss Me
| Kate,” the hllarlous comedy
is mterespersed with memo-

omédy. clas51cs

Otferbein - College The-

. The musical comedy, sprin-+
i Kled with familiar songs by’

wittiest scores ever written.

“Another Openin’, Another

|| rable songs which are now.
Sgonsidered among the mu51-.
X 891-3331.

.,‘_l e

opular musical '

“Two very funny gangsters )

(Jim West and" John Black).
confuse the.whole plot with

their comically confusing an-.
~tics and bring the show to-a

musical climax with the con-

‘tagious :vaudeville routine,

“Brush - Up Your Shakes- ‘

pear’’.

~“Kiss Me Kate” is a warm |
vproductlon which. -leaves
everyone humming and smﬂ- :
_ing “Always True To You,” I '
Sing Of Love” and “So In

Love Am I".

Tickets: for “Kiss Me Kate”

are avallable at the Otterbein

College ‘Theater box office)

1-4 p.m. weekdays. For reser
vations and mformatmn ¢
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; Otterbem College Theater

; }'lell complete its season with
a four-day run of “Kiss Me
Kate,” “opening. May 15 in.

§ Cowan Hall /\

(

The tlmeless music of Cole
Porter is featured in the.

'comedy, which will be pre-

sented in cooperation with

_ the Otterbein Dggartment of

%*\Classw to Complete Season

Musie. Curtam tlmes are 7: 304!
p.m. May 15, and 815 pmi

May 16-18:.

- When Fred Graham (Jerry
Confer) decides to stage a
revival of “The Taming of the!

P Shrew," he hires his ex-wife,|

Lilli (Dee Hoty) to.play Kath-
erine to his Petruchio; When,

she finds him playing up- to'

| Lois (Beth :Machlan), Lilli’s 1
rageleads to mayhem, on and'

' off the stage.

{  Meantime, Lois’

partner

_Bill (Gian Morelh) has signed
:Fred’s- name on a' gambling

| debt and ‘the gangsters come
{to collect.

E Cast with the four lead
;smgers are Bob Pettigrew:as

. Baptista, Bill Brewer as Ger- |

!mlo and Tony .Mangia as
IHortensm Barbara Kosciuk
wxll play Hatti, Fred DeBell
‘is Ralph and-Steve Black is

‘Harrison Howell.
“The gangsters

will be ™
played by Jim West and John |
‘Black. More ‘than 25 college,

singers and dancers will be in|

‘the chorus.

Directed by Dr. Charles W
Dodrill, “Kiss Me Kate” is a
'modermzatmn of the Shakes-
pearean classic’ done mostly\

in song and dance

B

i
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Otterbein College Theater,'

CURTAIN

CALL

Jean I-\nn’ Weaver

" Dee Hoty’s last appearance

Department of Music,  and
Dance Department, = pre-

- sented a most enjoyable

evening of entertainment
with. their production of
“Kiss Me Kate,” last week.

‘The script and score of
“Kiss Me Kate’” have stood
the test of time quite well.
And where the script does
show signs of aging it is
with charm and is inoffen-
sive. The Cole Porter mu-
sic is still young and fresh

-and such tunes as ‘‘Another
~ Openin’,”’ “Wunderbar’” “I

~

Hate Men” and ‘“Too Darn
Hot”’ were enthusiastically
received by the audience.

" Dee Hoty as Lilli Vanessi
and Katherine - and Jerry
Confer as' Fred Graham

and Petruchio, set the pace
- and style for the entire pro- .
duction — as well as the-

rest of the cast. - This was

on the Otterbein stage and
she will be missed.
“Kiss Me Kate’ is a col-

sure who enjoyed

. lute romp for both perforrh-

ers and audience. I'm not
it the
most. West is a more con-
trolled comic, but Black
shows a physical type of
comic movement that puts
him into the clown type of

-classification such as Red

Skelton and  Ben Blue have . '

enjoyed. . Thank you too,

orful musical and this im-

pression was heightened by
the costumes designed by
Petie Dodrill and scene de-

signs by Prof. Fred Thayer. |

The color coordination be-

tween costumes and sets in

the Shakespeare scenes .

were a visual - delight.
Equally, interesting was the
way Petie Dodrill used

one color, for certain char-
acters.

Jim West as the first
gangster and John Black as
the second gangster were
the scene stealers of the
show. “Brush Up Your
Shagespeare’” was &n abso-

* certain colors, or shades of |

director Charles Dodr:l, for
again proving that under-’
graduate performers have
great potential when well ©

_ directed.



