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Theatre sets premier of farce
The central Ohio premiere
of “Noises Off,” the hilarious
farce, to be presented Feb.
5-8 by Otterbein College
Theatre, earned such raves
as “The funniest comedy I
have ever seen!” “You laugh
’til you hurt” and “One hun
dred percent, uproarious
fun!” during its early ’80’s
Broadway run.
“It’s the silliest, craziest
farce that anybody will ever
see,” says Ed Vaughan,
Otterbein’s assistant profes
sor of theatre and the play’s
director.
Written by British play
wright Michael Frayn,
“Noises Off’ treats its aud
ience to a farce-within-afarce with a non-stop cast of
characters that hilariously
embroil themselves in a
mess^ithin-a-mess.
The curtain opens on a
troup of second-rate actors
rehearsing the bedroom
farce titled “Nothing On” for
their impending tour of
backwater towns.
“They have all kinds of
problems,” Vaughan ex
plains. “They open tomorrow, and have never had a
technical rehearsal or a
dress rehearsal. They can’t
get through the first act
without people forgetting
lines and asking questions—
questions that should have
been asked a long time ago!
Everything that can happen
in this company does happen.”
Act II of “Noises Off’ calls
for the entire set to be turn
ed around so that the aud
ience can get a bird’s eye
view of what goes on backstage as this motley crew
actually attempts to perform
the first act of “Nothing On.”

“WE SEE ALL the love
interest going on among the
cast members,” Vaughan
says, “and the fighting and
bickering. They’ve got an
alcoholic that they are try
ing to keep from drinking to
make it through the play—
and we see all that backstage action while they’re
out ‘front’ performing the
show.”
Act III reverses again for
a look at “Nothing On” a few
months later and finds
everything even more hys
terically chaotic than before
because of all the backstage
intrigue that has multiplied
during the tour.
The lead role of Dotty
Otley will be played by
Catherine Randazzo of
Seven Hills, 0., a senior at
Otterbein whose experience
through the past few years
has included parts in “Fidd
ler on the Roof,” “Murder on
the Nile,” “Androcles and
the Lion,” “Come Back to
the Five and Dime Jimmy
Dean, Jimmy Dean,” “West
Side Story” and “Baby.”
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Other cast members and;
their roles include sopho- j
more Joshua Wank, London,
England, as Lloyd Dallas;
junior Kevin Ford Carty, 1
Findlay, 0., as Garry Lejune; sophomore Lori Schubeler. West Chester, 0., as
Brooke Ashton; senior Dia
Huekler, Cincinnati, as
Poppy Norton-Taylor.
Also, sophomore Ralph
Scott, Albany, 0., as Fred
erick Fellowes; junior Lisa
Davidson, Worthington, as
Belinda Blair; junior Robert
Witherow, Columbus, as
Tim Allgood; and sophomore
Kyle Moore, Columbus, as
Selsdon Mowbray.
“NOISES OFF” will be
performed in Cowan Hall
Feb. 5,6, and 7 at 8 p.m. A 2
p.m. matinee performance is
slated for Sunday, Feb. 8.
The box office (890-3028)
is open 1-4:30 p.m. weekdays
and will begin selling tickets
• for the comedy today. Tick
ets can be purchased at the
door one hour prior to each
performance.
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Otterbein farce makes noise
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The central Ohio premiere of
Noises O//opens tonight and runs
^through Sunday night at the Ot
terbein College Theater.
“It's the silliest, craziest farce
that anybody will ever see,” said
EM Vaughan, Otterbein's assist
ant professor of theater and the
play's director. Written by British
playwright Michael Frayn, Noises
O//treats its audience to a farcewithin-a-farce with a non-stop
cast of characters embroiled in a
mess-within-a-mess.

Saturday and Sunday nights and
at 2 p.m. Sunday.

The box office is open from 1 to
4:30 p.m. weekdays. Tickets may
be purchased at the door one hour
prior to performance. For infor
mation, call 890-3028.
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Award-winning Los Angelesbased designer D. Martyn Bookwaiter is returning to Otterbein,
his alma mater, to serve as scene
and lighting designer for Noises

The curtain opens on a troupe
of second-rate actors rehearsing a
bedroom farce. Nothing On, for an
upcoming tour of backwater
towns.

Off,
Bookwalter recently complet
ed Holy Ghosts for the San Diego
Rep as well as a world premiere
play. Arsenals, at Studio Arena
Theater in Buffalo, N.Y.

Noises 0//will be performed in
Cowan Hall at 8 tonight, Friday,

Prize-winning poet Naomi Shi-
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hab Nye will give a reading at 8:15
p.m. Tuesday in the Philomathean
Room, Towers Hall, at Otterbein.
The author's appearance, part
of the college's 1986-87 Writer's
Series, is free. It is co-sponsored
by the Ohio Poetry Circuit.
Nye's first book, Different
Ways to Pray, was awarded the
Voertman Poetry Prize from the
Texas Institute of Letters in 1980.
Hugging the Jukebox, her sec
ond effort, again took the Voert
man prize in 1982. It was selected
for publication by the National
Poetry Series and named to the
Notable Books List by the Ameri
can Library Association. It is in
its second printing by Breitenbush Books.
Her most recent work. Yellow
Glove, was published by Breitenbush in 1986^__________________
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It’s answer the phone and serve up the sardines for “Noises OfP’ maid
Dotty Otley, played by Otterbein College senior Catherine Randazzo of Seven
HlUs. Pictured vlth Randazzo Is sophomore Joshua Wank of London,
England, who portrays Lloyd Dallas In the npcomlng production.

Serving up the sardines
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Bookwalter returns to Otterbein for Noises Oft
Award-winning, Los An Conn.; “Amadeus’’ and “Drageles-based designer D. cula’’ in Albuquerque, N.M.,
Martyn Bookwalter is re and “A Nightingale Sang,’’
turning to his alma mater, “Amadeus’’ and “Hamlet
Otterbein College, to serve for the Solvang Theatre
as both scene and lighting Festival.
Bookwalter’s work at the
designer for the Feb. 5-7
Los Angeles Music Center’s
production of the farce
Mark Taper Forum includes
“Noises Off’ in Cowan Hall
“Passion Play’’ and the cen
at 8 p.m., with a 2 p.m.
ter’s New Theatre For Now
matinee Feb. 8.
Bookwalter recently com Festival productions of
“Pass/Fail,** “Made in Amer
pleted “Holy Ghosts’’ for the
San Diego Rep at the Ly ica,’’ and “Cakewalk.”
“As a set director, he
ceum Theatre as well as a
a>^isted
in the designs for
world premiere play, “Arsenals,’’ at Studio Aren^jl
Theatre in Buffalo, N.Y.
n
His design work at the^
Los Angeles Theatre Center
5 includes productions such as
' “All My Sons,** “The Birthi day Party.** and “Petrified
I Forest,*’ and he also de
signed “The Petrified
Heart*’ for both the Las
PalmOS Theatre in Los An
geles and the Long Wharf
' Theatre in New Haven,
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“Painting ’Churches” and
“Wings’’ for PBS American
Playhouse. Working as a
production designer, he
created Baby Heaven in
Ashford and Simpson’s
music video, “Babies.”
“I enjoy coming back,”
said the ’75 alum who also
returned to the college as a
guest designer for summer
theatre during ’75 and ’86
and in ’77 for “West Side
Story.”
Bookwalter’s complex set
design for “Noises Off,” will

permit the split-second tim
ing required by the college
cast to create the farcewithin-a farce.
The set revolves and calls
for eight doorways and sev
eral stairways and will be
“Camped up in a very Eng
lish style and made to
appear as if it were poorly
designed and built to blend
in with the second-rate
nature of the acting com
pany,” the designer says.
“Noises Off’ is about a
troup of second-rate British

actors touring backwater
towns.
The box office is open
weekdays, 1-4:30 p.m.
Tickets also will be avail
able at the door one hour
prior to each performance.

Famous set designer returns to Otterbein I
By Dana Stone
SNP Staff Writer

Preparing the set for the
upcoming Otterbein College
production of Noises Off
tested the talents of D. Martyn Bookwalter.
Bookwalter, a 1976 Otter
bein theater graduate, re
turned to campus to design
the complex set of Noises, a
British farce. Bookwalter,
an award-winning set de
signer based in Los Angeles,
worked closely with director
Ed Vaughn and other the
ater personnel during the
set's construction.
"One side of the set looks
like an English drawing
room in Act 1, while the oth
er side resembles the back
stage of a theater in Act 2,"
he said. "We turn the set
around between acts."
The play is a comedy

about a troupe of secondrate British thespians on
lour.
Critics
reviewed
Noises as one of the funniest
comedies ever during its
Broadway run in the early
1980s.
Bookwalter began design
ing the set during a Decem
ber visit when carpenters
were actually building it, he
said.
Since graduating in 1975,
Bookwalter came back to
Otterbein several times, in
cluding a visit last summer
to design sets for two plays.
Plenty and Jacque Brel.
"Students can learn from
me as we go through a play's
production," he said."Parti
cipating in a production is a
living educational experi
ence for them."
They see the type of prob
lems encountered in a play's
production and their solu

tions. he said. Bookwalter
While doing research for
has had much experience the play, Bookwalter wit
solving theatrical problems, nessed a real religious ser
a process he relishes.
vice using poisonous snakes,
He works closely with the he said.
director,
producer
and
"It was terrifying, yet fas
playwriier to design the set. cinating, to watch," he said.
Alter finishing his work, he "The people in the service
moves on to another play.
fell they were immune to the
"I change projects and the snakes' venom."
people I work with every six
Bookwalter was invited to
weeks," he said. "I find it participate in the service,
exciting."
but he declined.
Bookwalter likes his work
Noises Off will be per
and so do critics. He has formed in Cowan Hall on
won four Los Angeles Dra the Otterbein campus Feb.
ma Circle Awards for set de 5, 6, and 7 at 8 p.m. A 2 p.m.
signs, he said. He received matinee is scheduled for
his latest award last year for Sunday, Feb. 8.
his work on the play Holy
The box office, whose
Ghosts, which is about a number is 890-3028, is open
Christian sect whose mem
1-4:30 p.m. weekdays. Tick
bers
handle
poisonous ets can be purchased at the
snakes during religious ser door one hour prior to each
vices.
performance.
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Otterbein
College
Theatre
presents

For Tickets
890-302S

Acv;n Cany and Urn Scinihicr rehearse for "Noises Off.'’ This British faree is ihoni
< company o1 aelors preparing for a play titled "Nothing On" and the r iny events tt
aieountcr. Photo by Tony Herce.
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