
Gratefill Otterbein alumna returns for summer roles
By Michael Grossberg
Dispatch Theater Critic

Mandy Fox appreciates Otterbein Col­
lege’s theater program more now that she 
has been away for a while.

“It gives me a good touchstone to have 
been somewhere and come back,” said Fox, 
23.

The 1993 Otterbein graduate is in her 
third and final year at the Yale School of 
Drama.

She recently played Maggie in Otterbein 
Summer Theatre’s acclaimed Jake's 
Women and is co-starring in the musical 
re\’ue Closer Than Ever.

“I can remember being so incredibly 
stressed-out here in summer theater in 
years past.” she said. “It was near iinpossi- 
hle to do the rigorous rehearsals during the 
(lav and a different show at night.

‘“But that’s the way it is all the time at 
Yale.”

Looking back at her undergraduate 
/ears. Fox considers Otterbein’s commer- 
dal focus a good preparation for actors with 
mofessional goals.

She has been catching up at Yale with 
ome of the Western world’s most impor- 
ant playwrights, including Ibsen, Chekhov 
nd Strindberg. She recently understudied 
le role of Sonya in a Yale Rep revival of 
hekhov’s Uncle Vanya 

Although Fox felt inferior to some of

■ Otterbein Summer Theatre will present 
Closer Than Ever at 8 p.m. Wednesday- 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday in the Campus 
Center Theatre, 100 W. Home St., Westerville. 
Tickets cost $9.50-$12.50. Call 823-1109.

her classmates in classical-theater training, 
“in commercial theater, I was w^ay ahead of 
them.”

She credits Otterbein’s big-budget 
spring musicals; the intern program, which 
often sends stuclents to work at New York 
casting and publicity agencies; and “the 
speed of work” during the summer.

Her favorite Otterbein roles: Sister 
Mary Amnesia, “as stupid as she was,” from 
Nunsense and its sequel; the droll Baker’s 
Wife of Info the Woods; and Bette in 
Christopher Durang’s The Marriage of 
Bette and Boo.

She also appeared in Contemporary 
American Theatre Company’s A... My 
Name Is Still Alice.

Fox was attracted to Neil Simon’s come­
dy Jake’s Women because of the chance to 
play someone who isn’t the comic relief.

“It was marvelous because I was used to 
playing Otterbein’s quirky, funny character 
roles,” she said. “For me, it’s nice to be 
challenged by some realism. Jake’s second 
wife was career-oriented, earthy, and a 
leading lady.”

Mike Munden / Dispatch

Mandy Fox, right, and piani.st David 
DeVenney in Otterbein Summer Theatre’s 
Closer Than Ever

In Closer Than Ever, which won an 
Outer Critics Circle Award for best off- 
Broadway musical. Fox. Josh Gildrie. 
Katherine Smart and Ben Spiunger sing 
Darid Shire and Richard Maltby Jr. s(ings 
about romantic and familial relationships.

The challenge is to act each song — not 
just sing it.

“We’re supposed to be different people 
in each song, but they have similar issues," 
Fox said. “My character has definitely been 
around the block. She sings of mairiap. of 
putting kids through college, of bringing 
boyfriends home (and explaining them to 
the kids).”

She created her character by studying 
the lyrics.

To make her character live, she often 
picks an image from the t\Tics — say, a 
father — and thinks of what her character 
might want from the image, such as a need 
to be affirmed.

Fox has performed during Otterbein's 
summer season ririce before.

This year is her first, though, as a guest 
artist. Her bonus is the chance to perfoi^m 
with Gildrie (Charlemagne in Otterbein's 
acclaimed Pippin), who graduated from 
Otterbein in May.

The two have been dating for two years.
“There's one song where it comes pret­

ty close to our relationship,” Fox said. “It 
requires less acting but more concentra­
tion.”
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I ■ Otterbein Summer Theatr^ill 
end its season with ‘Closer TTian 
Ever,’ a musical revue by Da^d 
Shire and Richard Maltby Jr., the 
creators of last year’s successful 
musical,‘Baby’ , r ^

‘Closer than Ever, featunng 
guest actress Mandy Fo*, will be 
performed July 19-23 and July 26- 
30If The songs are about love and

?. loss and relationships, about spous-i es and lovers, parents and children,
t family and friends.
\ The most insistent thread oi
I emotion that runs through the
V show is the realization that
V

although middle age may a time 
of fulfillment in career and family, 
the yearnings of youth still

It will be performed m the 
Campus Center Theatre, 100 W. 
Home St., Westerville. 'I^e opcninp 
night performance begins at 7:3U 
pm. and all other evening shows 
begin at 8 p.m. Sunday matinees 
are at 2 p.m. '

Tickets are $12.50 for Fnday 
and Saturday shows, $11 lor 
Wednesday and Thursday shows 
and $9.50 for Sunday matinees. 
Reserve tickets by calling the 
Otterbein Summer Theatre box > 
office at 823-1109. /



Otterbein’s musical revue
Closer Than Ever will be performed at 8 p.m. today 
through Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday in the Otterbein 
College TheaUe, 100 W. Home St. Tickets are $12.50 for 
Friday and Saturday shows, $11 for Wednesday and 
Thursday shows and $9.50 for Sunday matinees. To re­
serve ticketo call 823-1109. The actors, who take on 
several roles in the show, include (from left): David De- 
Venney, Katherine Smart, Ben Sprunger, Mandy Fox and 
Josh Gildrie.



OHIO
NEWS BUREAU INC.

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115 
216/241-0675

coLuneus disprichCOLUtW;. OH.SUN CIRC, 402,193

JUL-lG-95

SumS'^ThSJfwffl'J'^senfS^ Poser-lyricist Darryl Bojanowski’s

of David Shire and R™Sd ivSZ « tale, at 10 and 11:30
Jr. songs about rertiSj
^ationships, at 7:30 p.m Wednes^ SaP-Sav^'^ m
day, 8 p.m. Thureday tLueh Sh? m NewMarket maU, 1-270

, % and 2 p,n,. ^ext sSa? -
- in the Cafnpus 

Center Theatre, 100 W. Home SL,

MMi'm

Lancaster Festival. The annual
J.f'''“> "ll openWednesday with concerts and°^a^rt Olent^gy River Rd. Gates will

exhibits in Lan- ^ ^t 5:30 for picnicking. Albert-exhibits in Lan 
caster, 35 miles 
southeast of 
Columbus. The 
festival, to run 
through July 
29, this year 
will feature 
guest artists 
Dudley Moore, 
Ben Vereen 
and Jon Ki- 
mura Parker. 
For more infor-

$3.50. Call 798-8537.

Flash Cadillac at the Pops. • 
Rcnic With the Pops will feature 
r lash Cadillac, the ’50s pop-rock 
group, at 8:15 p.m. Saturday on the' 

Abstracts Service lawn, • 
2540 Olentangy River Rd. Gates will 
ooen at S-.W fnr- .

mation, call 800-LANFEST.

hu. Colum­bus Junior Theatre’s Youth Per­
formance Company will present 
8/ioopy., the one-ac-t musical based 

Schulz’s Peanuts comic 
smp, at 2 p.m. Wednesday through 
Fnday and 2 and 4 p.m. &turdfy 
^d JiJy 26-29 at 504 N. Park SL 
Ine show ls recommended for all 
^s. Dckets cost $7, or $6 for chil-

Grimm’s faiiy tale. A Premiere 
Playhouses Family Theatre Series 
will present Rnmpkstiltskin, com-

Ben Vereen and Dudley mW
•. appearing at Lancaster Festival

Geor^ Schr^ 
will conduct. 
Musicians and 
audience will 
twist to classic 
rock ’n’ roll and 
are encouraged 
to “come as you 
were.” Lawn 
tickets cost $12' 
in advance at 
Big Bear, Big 
Bear Plus and 

p.,, , , Harts stores,
symphony box office 

(224-3291) and at the gate.

Light Opera offering. The Co­
lumbus Light Opera will present 
Victor Herbert’s classic operetta 
Naughty Marietta at the Roth 
Resler Theatre, Leo Ya.s.senofF Jew- 
Kh Community Center, 1125 College 
Ave. The show will be directed by 
Koger Stephens and stars Mark 
Bak,,T, Robert Gutierrez and Caro­
lyn Imn. Performance times are 8 
p.m. Saturday, 2 p.m. next Sunday

® '^■'^^'ets cost
$16 and $18. Call 236-62.37 9 am-1 ■ 
p.m. weekdays. ‘ ,
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Curtain Calls
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This guide to central Ohio theater is 
based on recent Dispatch reviews. For 
show times and dates, see the Theater 
listings on Page 21.

All in the Timing — The year's best 
comedy so far — actually, six comedies in 
one -- and the funniest play that CATCO 
has staged in years. Playwright David 
Ives, whose imagination lies somewhere 
between Woody Allen and Rod Serling, 
has conceived a new language of laugh­
ter that tweaks the mundane conventions 
of space and time, but respects the higher 
realities of life, death, love and hope. 
Director Jonathan Putnam briskly shapes 
Ives' intellectual slapsticks. Contemporary 
American Theatre Company. (Reviewed 
by Michael Grossberg.)

A Midsummer Night’s Dream — A pleas­
ing blend of comedy, fantasy and ro­
mance. Shakespeare's playful romp 
through a Greek forest is a perfect choice 
to baptize Schiller Park's new stage. It 
doesn't take long to qgLt<rth»-amu^g 
Bottom of thisjMisaiCrr- and potion-filled^ 
play: JohP'Tener's ability to project the' 
oafish leaver's rustic voice and doltish 
personality give an antic production even 
more energy. Actors’ Theatre. (M.G.)
/ Closer Than Ever — A Smart, Foxy and 

t well-Dunn finale to Qtterbein Summer 
Thpatre'.s fine season. Mandy Fox. Josh 
Gildrie. Katherine Smart and Ben 
Sprunger deftly tackle a variety of name­
less characters in lyricist Richard Maltby, 
Jr. and composer David Shire's intelligent 
and often wise musical revue about is­
sues from young adulthood to late middle 
age. Doreen Dunn choreographs and 
directs with understated sophistication 
and witty nuance. This off-Broadway hit is 
not recommended for pre-teens because 
of adult themes and mild profanity. Otter- 
bein Summer Theatre. (M.G.)

Naughty Marietta - A wonderfully,stfng 
production of Victor HerbeiL’S''X5peretta. 
The strong voices of Mafli; Baker as Bras 
Pique, Carolyn In/in as Marietta and Ro­
berta Gutierrez as Adah are enhanced by 
the Light Opera Chorus, well directed by 
William Boggs. The show is old-fash­
ioned, but well-paced and often funny,

thanks to staging by Roger Stephens.
Columbus Light Opera. (Reviewed by Bar­
bara Zuck).

The Phantom of the Opera — Tlinll^ 
chills, capes and drapes. Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's pop opera arrives with its shim­
mering spectacle, archetypal romance, 
sexuality and beastly beauty intact. As 
the disfigured genius obsessed with mu­
sic and a young soprano, Thomas Jamesi 
O'Leary projects mystery, horror and ant 
eerie grandeur. As Christine, Diane Fr^l 
tantoni fuses her gutsy personality and 1 
velvety voice into a soulful radiance. I 
Broadway Series. (M.G.) \

Pippin — Columbus Junior Theatre's y 
Pippin revives the style and many of the 
pleasures of the 1972 Bob Fosse show in 
the a cozy setting. The young cast (ages 
16 to 21) has magic to do and energy to 
spare in this sexy, funny version of the life 
of Charlemagne's son. Mike Kempisty is a 
winning, befuddled Pippin with Tim Buch- 
holz hard at work as the Leading Player. 
Columbus Junior Theatre. (Reviewed by 

■ ^ Nancy Gilson)
Suburbia — Eric Bogosian's recent off- 

Broadway hit offers a jagged, rowdy slice 
of life and death about a group of young 
adults hanging out somewhere between 
their fun-ioving teen-age years and an 
uncertain future. Grippingly serious and 
shoqkingly hilarious. Contemporary 
American Theatre's most conterriporary 
piay yet isn't for the fainthearted. Director 
Dennis Romer has cast the nine-member 
ensemble well with some of the best of 
cenirai Ohio's newer and younger talents. 
Strongly recommended for mature audi­
ences Contemporary American Theatre 
Company. (M.G.)
/ While Man Dancing — Stephen Met- 
calle's recently revised version of his two- 
act comedy-drama, about a shaky mar­
riage and a firmer friendship, is the funni­
est and most substantial play in the "4M 
Project " Director Robert Tolan does a 
nice job with the script's trickiest aspects; 
the sudden shifts between present and 
past conversations, often staged at once. 
The guy" scenes are hilarious. Shadow- 
box Cabaret. (M.G.)
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Columbus Junior Theatrs, 504 N Pa*
SLr tfirough July 3^-5n

6672. ^ senior citizens; 224-

t^gh Sunday ^Auq '^p'e 
times ^d ticket prices® 4|i1{3^®-20;

2671 citizens, resen/ations; 2^
Ohio Theatre, 39 E State «!» ri,

aD^. 1?
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Closer Than Ever, Oitei’bein Smnmer 
Theati-e, S p.m., Campus Center Theatre^ ' 
100 W. Home St., Westerville. Tickets: 
$9..50-.$12.50. CaU 82:1-1109.

Fiddler on the Roof, Summer Movie 
Series. 2 and 7:;10 p.m., Palace Theatre, 34 
W. Broad St. Tickets: &, or .$2.50 for 
senior citizens, at the door.

Bruce Hampton & the Fiji 
Manners, doors open at 8 p.m., Chelsie’s, 
980 N. High St. Admission: - ,.

The Imaginary Circus, A Ihtmiere 
Playhouse, 1:30,3 and 7:30 p.m., 
NewMarket mall, 1-270 ahd Sawmill 
Road. Tickets: .$3.50. Call 798-85:37.

James Carter Quintet, 7;.30 and 9:30 
p.m., Wexner Center for the Ais, N. / 
High Street at W. 15th Avenue. Tickets: 
$14, or $10.50 for We.xner Center 
membei-s, at the center bo.x office and • 
Ticketmaster outlets (4:31-3600). ) \

Jeffrey, Reality Theatre, 8 p.m., 734 N. 
Pearl St. Tickets: $14, or $8 for people J 
with disabilities and senior citizens. Cal 
294-7,>ll. 1

Marriage Can Be Murder, Mystery 
Cafe Dinner Theatre, 8 p.m. (doors open 
at 7:15), .Jai Lai restaurant, 1421 ; '
Olentangy River Rd. Tickets: .$29,95. Call 
52:3-9.347. , T

A Midsummer Night’s Dream,
Actora’ Theatre, 8 p.m., Schiller Park 
amphitheater, (lerman Village. Free. C 
444-6888.

Aiaughty Marietta, Columbus Lighli 
Opera, 8 p.m., Leo Yassenoff Jewish ') 
Community Center’s Roth/Resler i
Theatre, 1125 College Ave. Tickets: $18. 
Call 236-6237.

The Phantom of the Opera, I
Broadway Series. 2 and 8 p.m., Ohio ). 
Theatre. 39 E. State St. Tickets: $17.50-1 • 
$67.,o0 at Ticketmaster outlets (4314360(».

Picnic \V ith the Pops, Columbus 
Symphony Orchestra with the Ohio State 

; Umversity Marching Band, 8:15 pm.
(gates open at .5:30), lawn of Chemical 

.. Abstracts Service, 2,540 Olentangy River 
^ Rd. Tickets: $12 at Big Bear and Harts :
_ stores, $14 through the .symphony box '
I office (224-3291) and at the gate. !
I Pippin, Columbus .Junior Theatre,
' P-'^v St. Tickets: .$8, or

■$7 tor children, students and senior 
citizens. Call 224-6672.

1 Snoopy'. Columbus .Junior Theatre, 2 
I ^d 4 p.ni., 504 N. P;u-k St. Tickets: .$7, or 
' '$0 for chill h'en, students and senior 
^ citi7,ens. Call 22-l-6()72.
I SuhL rhia, Contemfiorary /Vmeiican 

uneatre Com[)any, 8 p.m.. .'do ^



Today on the town

Closer Than Ever, ^ qa Home St,8 pm. Campus CeuW'^^'S&l®' 
W««rville. Tickets: n. » St.

Dave Hole, 9 P '?:’. ^ innesnakes will open. 
Miffhtv R and the rlT^^onkeys Retreat

‘‘“Si* Wmen. Summer Movie

$3, or $2.50 for semor^’g^aw, Actors’

Otkurnte>f>''
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Theater
I -jTn lid'r® NewMarket mall,
l;270 and Sawmill Road - Family Theatre 
Series: The Imaginary Circus, 10 and 
11:30 am 7:30 p.m. today, Friday; 1:30, 
3 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday. $3.50; 798-
oDo7.

Columbus Junior Theatre, S04 N. Park
"7'PP'^. through Sunday; 7:30 to- 

night-Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, $8' 
Snoopy!, 2 p.m. through Saturday, $7, $6 
students and senior citizens; 224-6672.

Contemporary American Theatre Com­
pany, 512 N. Park St —SubUrbia, through 
Sunday and Aug. 9-13, 23-27; 461-138^ 

Mystery Cafe Dinner Theatra. .lai i-«i 
Prime Rib, 1421 Olentangy River Rd. — 
Marriage Can 8e Murder, show and din­
ner, through Oct. 7; 8 p.m. Fridays, Satur- 
d^s; $29.95; 523-9347.

Ohio Theatre, 39 E. State St. — The 
Phantom ot the Opera, through Aug. 19, 
517.50/$67.50; for times, 431-3600.

Otterbein College, Campus Center 
ThJaire, loO W. Home SL, Westerville — 
Closer Than Ever, 8 p.m. through Sunday; 
$9.50-$12.50; 823-1109.

Palace Theatre, 276 W. Center St., Mar­
ion — Can Can, 8 p m. Friday, Saturday, 
$12/$8/$6, $5 students; 383-2101.

Reality Theatre, 736 N. Pearl St. — Jef- 
Irey, 7:30 tonight, 8 p.m. Friday, Saturday, 
Aug. 3-5, 9-12 and 16-19, $14, $8 senior 
citizens; 294-7541.

Shadowbox Cabaret, 232 E. Spring St. —
White Man Dancing. 8 p.m, Friday, Satur­
day; $12, $6 students and senior citizens; 
341-7448.

Weathervane Playhouse, 100 Price Rd., 
Newark — Oracula, 8 tonight-Saturday 
and Aug. 2-5; $10-$15; 366-4616.




