Adult farce to be at Otterbein
An adventuresome young
wife, a swashbuckling young
lover, a suspicious older
husband, and France’s first
divorce law all will combine
to create an uproariously
funny evening when Otter
bein Summer Theater opens
its fourth show of the sea
son, “Let’s Get a Divorce,”
next Wednesday at 8:30
p.m. in the air-conditioned
arena theater of the Campus
Center. The show continues
its 8:30 p.m. curtain times
July 20 through 22, and
closes with a 2 p.m. matinee
July 23.
Directed by Donald
Paisley. of the Otterbein
College Theater staff, the
19th century French bed
room farce stars John A.
Duval as Henry Des.*
Prunelles, the husband and
aristocratic banker.

Duval, a 1962 Otterbein
College graduate, has been
director/producer of the
Manatee Players in Braden
ton, Fla., since 1972. Besides
his directing work with
Manatee Players, he has de
signed and supervised con
struction of all scenery dur
ing his tenure there.
Duval’s acting credits in
clude roles with the national
touring company of “Zorba,”
and with the National Thea
ter Company in “The Prince
and the Pauper” and “Tom
Sawyer.” He has also toured
overseas in the USO pro
duction of “The Boyfriend.”
Other major roles have
come in productions of
“Sleuth,” “The Pursuit of
Happiness,” “Madwoman of
Chaillot,” and “Look Home
ward Angel.”

He has directed more than
50 productions, including
two original one-acts off
Broadway. He will direct
Otterbein
Summer
Theater’s final production,
“The House of Blue Leaves.”
Karen Radcliffe will play
the young wife Cyprienne in
“Let’s Get a Divorce.” Her
suitor, the swashbuckling
bird-watcher Adhemar De
Gratignan, will be played by
Jeffrey Dill. Byron Hays will
play
Clavignac,
Des
Prunelles’ confidant.
The riotous chain of
events begin in the play
when Des Prunelles sets a
trap to catch De Gratignan
in a compromising way with
his wife. All of this comes on
the eve of France’s first
divorce law,’ and when Des
Prunelles has a change of
heart and decides to hand
his wife over, complications
begin which lead to the ulti
mate questions, “Can hus
bands and wives be friends
and lovers?”

Also appearing in the
Otterbein Summer Theater
production
are
Kent
Blocher, David Butterfield,
Mark Eichorn, David Robin
son, Lisa Durham, Nancy
Shelton, Anne Kanengeiser,'
Annbeth Eschbach, Tamyan
Sager, and Richie Mahoney.
Tickets for “Let’s Get a
Divorce” are available from
12:30 - 9 p.m. weekdays from
the Campus Center box
office.

Otterbein Farce Exhibits
t Good, Clean, Funny Fun
By Bob Powers
OfTheDispaichSfaH
What the Butler Saw doesn’t concern seeing. In fact, there’s no butler.
What you’ll find, through Sunday at
Otterbein Summer Tlieater, is the
funniest production imaginable.
Close examination of the delightful
Joe Orton farce at Wednesday’s opening failed to unearth a major failing.
Director Carter Lewis demonstrates supreme skill in keeping his
half-dozen performers moving at a
breakneck pace.

the innocent fluff of a topical lightw’eight summcr show, parts of the
dialogue and action in What the Butler
Saw may manufacture blushes. A
portion of the pla>’wright’s effectiveresults from demolishing treasbeliefs.
. Though sex is the subject, profanity
ab.sent. It’s mainly good and clean,
dirty fun. Accent the fun.
FOR THIS IS a show that had this
review’er wdping away tears of laughter from lights up to final fade,
Director Lewis makes the farce
^
work
through timing, absolute serious
THE PLAY, A sublimely ridiculous
ness of the cast, and blocking so precise
extravaganza of lies, misunderstand
it isn’t noticed. You’re not particularly
ings, deceptions, broad ridicule and
aw^are of a directorial hand. And that’s
subtle digs, takes a bombastic view of
how it should be.
the pf>chiatric profession, the institu
The cast is wonderful. A terrific
tion of marriage, and the insidious
ensemble, they work together like
i.nvolvement resulting from attempts
seasoned pros, not the students all but
to conceal the truth.
one of them are. There’s no w^eak spot,
Much of the play’s humor concerns
no instance of an individual over
sex, in all its myriad and mysterious
whelming his fellow performers.
facets. To theatergoers accusto.med to
BVRO.X HAYS plays the libidinous
Dr. Prentice, a shrink whose eye for
femininity leads to hilarious complica
tions. Hays uses a majestic voice to
elicit proper dignity a.s a healer of sick
minds. And he employs a devastatingly I
C-2
(Tnluinbuii Diijpatfh
weird, crooked smile to prove that he’s ■
as sick as any of his patients.
i
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Lisa Durham innocently w^anders
into Dr. Hays’ office in search of a
secretarial job, and winds up in her
undies, certified insane (twice) and
bound in a straitjacket. Miss Durham
makes a delightful dumb blonde,
forever confused by the swirling
events enveloping her.
Karen Radcliffe, as Dr. Hays’ putupon wife, has perhaps the most
challenging part in the show. Essential
ly an unsympathetic character, she
also possesses more “normality” than
the rest of the goofy group. It’s to Miss
Radcliffe’s credit that she makes the
role believable, and finally even lika
ble.
JEFFREY DILL, as a Cockney
bellhop whose involvement is much too
complicated to sketch, draws his share
of guffaws with a series of entrances,
exits, dressings and undressings that
provoke screams.
Kent Blocher wins this scribbler’s

vote as Madman of the Year. Playing
the “government man,’’ an inspector
named Dr. Ranee, B1 ocher displav-s the
most expressive eyebrows since
Groucho .Marx, as well as a Brillo
hairstyle and moustache that serve as
brilliant props for a truly outrageous
characterization.
Finally, David Butterfield makes a
superb Sergeant Match, a cop whose
stupidity climte to dizzying heights of
absurdity.
IF THERE WERE technical goofs
Wednesday night, they W’eren't appar
ent. Mary Jo Yeakel’s w’ork as design
er/technical director appears impecca
ble. Costume designer David Robin
son’s contribution is praiseworthy.
Overseeing
was
producor/managing director Charles vV.
Dodrill.
What the Butler Saw is only for
those who like to laugh,
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By Sarah Skaates
**What the Butler Saw,”
playing through Sunday at
the Otlerbein Summer
Theater, could be described
as zany comedy or a sex
farce. It depends for its
effect on an audience well
primed to enjoy the switch
ing of costumes and identi
ties. There is antic whisking
in and out, bikini style ex
posure, and the frantic run
around necessary to a farce
to keep everyone giddy.
But I have to confess that
at Tuesday night’s dress re
hearsal, minus a measurable
audience, the show came
across as tasteless and
tacky, with a lot of good
talent putting forth a valiant
effort to make a silk purse
'
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out of a sow’s ear.
The hard-working cast is
headed by Byron Mays, as
the seduction minded direc
tor of a mental clinic, and
Karen Kadcliffe, as his frus
trated wife. Kent Blocher
goes all out as the govern
ment inspector w'ho is nut
tier than a fruitcake. David
Butterfield brings a con
trasting element of normal
cy to the proceedings—at
least until he falls prey to
the prevailing lunacy.
Lisa Durham, in her first
major stage exposure
(pardon the pun), and newcomtT Jeffrey Dill w ere well
cast as the two youngsters
who provide most of the
quick changes. (Dili, inci
dentally, was the totally de
lighted Rooster in last
week’s children’s theater
show.)
“What the Butler Saw”
may well turn out to be the
hit of the 1978 s(‘ason. But if
it does, it will be because
director Carter Lewis and
his energetic troupe manage
to create a two-way spark
between the cast and the
audience which builds upon
spontaneity and silliness to
the entertainment of all.
It could well happen. I
hope it does. But Tuesday
night I was glad the playing
time was barely an hour.
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Audiences Can See
What Butler Saw^
Joe Orton’s 1967 adult farce, What
the Butler Saw, is the next offering of
Otterbein Summer Theater.
The play about a psychiatrist who
i
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attempts to seduce a secretarial appli
cant will be staged at 8:30 p.m. ’
Wednesday through Saturday and at 2
p.m. next Sunday in Campus Center.
Byron Hays will portray Dr. Pren
tice, the psychiatrist who gets himself
into deeper and deeper trouble as his
attempts to cover his mistake involve
more and more people.
,
Lisa Durham is cast as Geraldine
Barkley, who found more than she
applied for when she went on her
interview.
The play will be under the guest
direction of Carter Lewis, 1973 Otter
bein graduate now at the University of
Oklahoma.
I^wis lists among his credits acting
at Otterbein, directing at Players
Theater of Columbus, and acting and
teaching at the University of Okla* homa, where he will return to continue
I work on opening the new Oklahoma
"*'=‘pertory Theater.

EXPLAINED AW/VY? — Lisa Durham undergoes
a trumped-up e.r^- yf\on. Meantime, Kent
iBlocher as Dr. Rai.
, _^>iting inspector, listens

to Byron Ka
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