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Smart lands first major lead as Charity
By Sara Cornett
Arts Writer
She began her acting career with the
controversial role of Santa Claus in a third
grade play. Her classmates said that a girl
should not play Santa Claus.
Katherine Smart has gone from playing
Jolly Old Sl Nick to the lead role of Charity
in Otterbein’s Musical “Sweet Charity.”
Senior musical theater major Katherine
Smart has been involved with more thanlO
plays during her four years at Otterbein. She
has been a member of the Concert Choir for
three years and a part of Opus One and Opus
Zero, the ja2z and musical theater groups.
Smart also performed in several dance
concerts and workshops.
“The diversity at Otterbein has been
wonderful, I have been able to be a part of
musicals, Shakespeare and contemporary
theater," Smart said. “Otterbein’s theater
program is pretty well rounded and complex,
my four years here have p'ovided excellent
pre-professional training.”
Smart’s college theater experience has
also taken her out of Ohio. She participated in
an internship this past fall in New York City
and she also acted in summer stodc theater at
Enchanted Hills Theatre in Syracuse, Ind.,
last summer.
According to Smart, the internship was a
lot of secretarial work but, living in New
York and having the opportunity to see
Broadway was a great experience.
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Smart said that summer stock was a
good opportunity because of the rigorous
practice schedule of rehearsing every day

Senior Katherine Smart plays
the iead in “Sweet Charity.”
Photo by Natasha Mak
from 9 am. to 5 p.m.
Smart said she played mainly comic
relief roles in high school and mainly
suppating roles at Otterbein. The role of
Charity is her first majcx' lead.
“I’mreally excited about Charity. I think

that the character is a lot like me, she’s kind of
kooky, quirky and little bit naive. Charity is an
overall fun character,” Smart said.
‘The part is really challenging with a lot of
singing and dancing. I need to work extra hard
at staying fit and healthy,” she added.
All students in the theater and music
department were required to auditicm for the
musical.
“Out of all the talented students who
auditioned, Katherine had the bestcombination
ofpersonality, ability and voice to fit the role,”
said Dr. Craig Johnson, “Sweet Charity,”
musical director.
The character of Charity, a dance hall
hostess, is funny yet serious because she wants
anew and different life, according to Johnson.
‘The leading role of Charity is challenging
because it involved acting, singing, dancing
and the dramatic and comic role of the
character,” Johnson said. “Katherine has
worked hard her four years here to earn this
role.”
“Katherine and I were both in the musical,
‘Pippin,’ and I’m excited that I got to wcM-k
with her again in ‘Charity.’ She is devoted and
hard-working and she has an enthusiasm that’s
contagious,” saidj unior Cara Miller, amember
of the cast.
“One side of Katherine’s personality may
seem like she’s always on stage, being an
actress, butsheis very real anddiverse,”Miller
said.
“Sweet Charity,” nms tonight through
Sunday, May 6 in Cowan Hall.
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Students to stage Fosse-inspired ‘Sweet Charitv’
Following the success of last year’s
is naive, outgoing and brimming with
and a master’s degree from the
production of “Pippin,” Otterbein
faith in worthless men. One fellow of
University of Cincinnati College
College Theatre this spring will again
whom she is enamored steals her purse
Conservatory of Music. She has also
present a Bob Fosse inspired musical.
and pushes her into a Central Park powl.
“Sweet Charity” will be performed The next, an actor, slashes her in a clos studied at Berklee College of Music
and Ball Slate University.
at Otterbein April 27-30 and May 4-6,
et when his mistress arrives.
Her professional experience includes
with John Stefano, chairman of the
Through it all, she is a hopeless and
leaching classical guitar at Miami
Department of Theatre and Dance, di
hopeful romantic who searches tire
University, Princeton Community
recting. Stella Hiatt Kane, who chore
lessly for a good man who will tdte
Schools, Xavier University and the
ographed “Pippin,” will serve as chore
her out of the tawdry ballroom and put
University of Cincinnati College
ographer. The production is co-spon
her in a kitchen. Charily dreams of teConservatory of Music.
sored by the Department of Music.
ing a suburban housewife.
In 1992, Beaty performed a solo
“Sweet Charity,” originally direct
The usual formula of true love l-irecital at the Musical Arts Center in
ed and choreographed by Fosse, was
umphing is turned on its ear in this iron
Cincinnati. She has also performed
a hit on Broadway and ran for 18 months
ic slice of life that is also a bright aid
in the mid-1960s. In researching this
at the University of Cincinnati Cbllege
festive musical extravaganza.
Conservatory of Music, Xavier
musical. Fosse and his wife, Gwen
Otterbein College Theatre will pre
University and Chicago Musical
Verdon, who .starred in the original pro
sent Sweet Charily April 27-30 aid
College.
duction, visited dance halls in New
May 4-6 in Cowan Hall, 30 S. Grore
York, where Verdon went “undercov
Beaty won the Society of American
Si. The opening night performance w.ll
er” to work as a hostess for three months.
Musicians Competition in 1983 and
be at 7:30 p.m. All other evening per
While Fosse conceived the idea for
was awarded scholarships to both the
formances begin at 8 p.m. and lie
Sweet Chanty,” he was joined by sev
University of Cincinnati CollegeSurrey matinee on April 30 is at 2 p.n.
eral other theatrical greats to create the
Conservatory of Music and Roosevelt
Tickets are $12.50 for Friday and
musical. The sto^ was written by Neil
University.
Saturday
, shows
-------- and $10.50 {(,1
Simon, with music by Cy Coleman and
Corron has been with Otterbein for i
Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday
lyrics by Dorothy Fields. “
fiveyeaisasanadjimctleacherofvoice. *
The musical includes 19 scenes set
She received her bachelor’s degree I
in 12 locations. Many of the actors in
office at 823-1109 betv^n Uild 4-3] ^
*"<1
the 36-member student cast will be
ptaying double and triple roles to round
out the 99 characters that cross the stage
Conservatory of Music.
in “Sweet Charity.”
The show is punctuated by such wellknown tunes as “Big Spender,” “If My
The Otterbein Department of Music
Friends Could See Me Now,” There’s
will sponsor a recital by classical gui
Gotta Be Something Belter Than This,”
Renowned World War 11 historian
tarist Pamela Beaty and mezzo-sopra“Rhythm of Life,” and “I Always Cry
Gerhard U Weinberg, professor of his
no Patricia Corron at 8 p.m. Wednesdaj
at Weddings.”
tory at the University of North Carolina,
in Batlelle Fine Arts Center on Iht
Profe.ssor Craig Johnson will serve
will speak on ‘The Place of World War
Otterbein campus.
•s the musical director and lead a 25II in History” at 7:30 p.m. April 21,
The recital is free and open to the
nrerttte orchestra to give Cy Coleman’s
m Batlelle Fine Arts Center on the ^
public.
Otterbein campus.
.strong score a big jazz band attitude.
Tlie story centers on Charily Hope
^alenlinc, a dtme*a-dance girl at
a bachelor s degree from Roosevelt the discussion.
lUw’s Fan Dango Ballroom who
University s ChKago Musical College
This event is open to
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Guitarist, vocalist
to gfve rocital

I” f>■!<«'. J.r..

Historian to speak
on Wbrid War II

..........

no cost.
Weinberg has an international rep
utation as a distinguished scholar of
German foreign policy and World
War II. His two-volume study, “The
Foreign Policy of Hiller’s Germany,
1933-1939,” received the George
Louis Beer Prize from the American
Historical Association and the
Halverson Prize from the German
Studies Association.
Weinberg has received numerous
other awards, grants and honors. His
definitive work, “A World at Arms: A
Global History of World War II,” pub
lished in 1994, led to a second George
Louis Beer Prize. Ba.sed on prodigious
research in German, British and
American archives, his work demon
strates the interconnections of the var
ious theaters of the war, and encom

passes not only military, diplomatic
and technological issues but the home
front as well.
“A World at Arms” was followed
this year by the publication of
“Germany, Hiller and World War II."
Weinberg received his Ph D. from
the University of Chicago in 1951 Alter
two years on the faculty at the University
of Kentucky in the late 1950s, he be
came professor of history at the
University of Michigan.
This lecture, made possible by a gnmt
from the Ohio Humanities Council, is
sponsored by the Ohio Academy of
History, which is holding its annual
meeting at Otterbein on April 21 and
22. This event is sponsored by the Ohio
Academy of History, Olleibein College
Department of Hislory/Polilical Science
and the Westerville American Legion.
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Director: Qtterbein’s ‘Charity’ near Broadway in quality
By LORI LOWE
Suburimn News Statf Reporter

Otterbein College The
ater’s production of the musrcal Sweet Churily may not
be a Broadway production
— but it’s close, said Tod
Wilson, managing director
for the theater department.
"Not only are you going to
see a lot of acting talent, but
you’ll be amazed to see how
well the students sing and
dance,”
Wilson
said.
"You’re going to think
you’re not necessarily on
Broadway but at least close
to it.”
Sweet Chanty, one of the
biggest Broadway hits of the
mid-1960s, is the story of an
incurably romantic dance
hall hostess and her search
for true love.
With a script by Neil Si
mon, Sweet Charity features

show-stopping tunes such as
Big Spender, If My Friends
Could See Me Now,
Rhythm of Life and I'm a
Brass Band.
Wilson said the musicals
arc usually the biggest sellers
of the department’s season.
"Our total attendance will
be between 5,500 and
6,000,”
Wilson
said.
“Thai’s not too shabby.”
The all-student cast fea
tures many musical theater
students, Wilson said.
Katherine Smart, a senior '
theater major from Marion,
stars in the lead role of
Charity Hope, Valentine,;' i
Other cast members in
clude:
j
■ Jason W. Morrissette, a ;
senior theater performance ■
major from Sylvania, as^Oscar Lindquist.
t
■ Heather McClellan, a '
junior musical theater ma-(

jor from Columbus, as He
lene.
■ Kathryn Felsenthal, a
sophomore theater major
from Longview, Texas, as
Nickie.
■ Brian Fox, a senior mu
sical theater major from
Sunderland, Md., as Vit
torio Vidal.
■ Cara Miller, a junior
musical theater major from
Lousiville, Ky., as Ursula
March.

■ Benjamin P. Sprunger,
a sophomore musical the
ater major from Worthing
ton, as Herman.
■ Joshua Courtland Gildrie, a senior musical the
ater major from Maryville,
Tenn., as Johann Sebastian
and “Big Daddy” Brubeck.
Appearing as Fan-Dango
hostesses are: Karlie K.
Mossman as Carmen; Lisa
Joy Davis as Roxy; Nicole

A.
Franklin-Kern
as
Frenchy; Maya Gangadharan as Alice; Tess Hart
man as Elaine; Melissa
Maite Mugurza as Jo-Jo;
Becky Snow as Betsy; and
Marianne Timmons as Su
zanne.
In addition, a chorus of 20
other students play a variety
of roles throughout the
show, Wilson said.
Performances of Sweet

Charity can be seen at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, 8 p.m. Fri
day and Saturday, 2 p.m.
Sunday, and 8 p.m. May 46.

Tickets are $10.50 for
Thursday and Sunday per
formances and $12.50 for
Friday and Saturday perfor
mances and are available by
calling the Otterbein College
Theater box office, 8231109.
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‘SWEET CHARITY’ OPENS THURSDAY

There’s gotta be something better out there, and these dance hall hostesses are going to find it in
the Otterbein College Theatre production of “Sweet Charity." Katherine Smart, center, in the role of
Charity Hope Valentine, is flanked by Kathryn Felsenthal as Nickie, and Heather McClellan as
Helene. The play will be staged April 27-30 and May 4-6 in Cowan Hall, 30 S. Grove St. The opening
night performance will be at 7:30 p.m., with other evening performances at 8 p.m. and a matinee at
2 p.m. April 30. Tickets, at $12.50 for Friday and Saturday and $10.50 for all other shows, may be
reserved by calling the theatre box office at 823-1109 between 1 and 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
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