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(^harlos W. Dodrill, chairman 
of Otterbcin ColloKc’s theater and 
dance department, will take a 
leave of ai)sence from his job this 
fall.

Dodrill, v.ho survived major 
heart sur^^ery sev(‘ral years a^o, 
suffered a lu’art attack while on 
vacation last week in Michigan. 
His doctor advised him to take 
several months off to recuperate.

Because of Dodrill’s leave of 
absence, Otterbein has appointed 
Dennis Romer to teach Dodrill’s 
fall classes and direct Brighton 
Beach Memoirs, Otterbein The- 

; atre’s season opener. Romer, a 
^ 1971 Otterbein graduate and fre­

quent actor/director during the 
college's summer theater pro­
gram, will be considered an “art­
ist in residence," according to Va­
lerie Klawitter, Otterbein’s direc­
tor of news information.

“DodrilTs presence certainly 
will be missed on campus and we 
look forward to his recovery and 
return," Klawitter said.

' Dodrill has chaired the depart- 
* ment since 1958. He has been in- 
^ strumental in develo'ping the 

theater department into a nation­
ally recognized program.

“There's no doubt that the pro- 
I gram has grown to this level be­

cause of Dodrill," said Ed 
’ Vaughan, coordinator of Otter-
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“(Charles) DodrilFs ' 
presence certainly 
will be missed on 
campus and we look I 
forward to his 
recovery and return.” |
bein's actor training program. ! 
“He's a rare combination of ad-jj 
ministrator, educator and artist." |

Dodrill said no decision hasi 
been reached yet about whether( 
Otterbein will appoint an acting 
chairman.

After returning to Columbus , 
from Michigan, Dodrill said he is 
feeling better but is looking for­
ward to taking it easy for a whUe.



At Cowan Hall
Nell Simon’s “Brighton Beach Memoirs” will open at 

Cowan Hall on Oct. 8 at 7:30 p.m. with performances also on 
Oct. 9*10 and 15-17 at 8 p.m. A matinee will be Oct. 11 at 2 
p.m. Otterbein College cast members include senior Kpvin 
Ford Carty, front, Findlay, as Eugene; junior Cathy Lee Col­
lins, Mount Clemens, Mich., as his mother, Kate; and junior 
Ralph Scptt, Albany, as Jack, Eugene's father.
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for Otterbein opener
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Neil Simon’s “Brighton 
Beach Memoirs,” a broaS- 
way and rno\^ smash hit, 
will be the 1987 88 season 
opener for Otterbein College 
Theatre.

The comic drama, to be 
directed by Equity actor/di­
rector Dennis Romer of Los 
Angeles, will be presented 
at the college’s Cowan Hall, 
Oct. 8-11 and 15-17.

The semi-autobiographical 
memory play peers into the 
lives of a lower middle class 
Jewish family from Brook­
lyn during the Depression 

The play “is absolutely 
brilliant..hilarious and deep­
ly touching,” according to an 
Associated Press review. 
“Neil Simon’s best play yet. 
He is the poet of all your 
forgotten yesterdays. I 
laughed and cried,’’ wrote 
Clive Barnes of the New 
York Post.

Otterbein junior Kevin 
Ford Carty of Findlay will 
play Eugene. Other “Brigh­
ton Beach...” cast members 
will include sophomore Di­
ana Blazer of Mechanicsburg 
as Blanche; junior Cathy 
Collins of Mount Clemens, 
Mich., as Kate.

Also, junior Meg William­
son of Plain City as Laurie;
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junior Lori Schubeler of 
West Chester as Nora; jun­
ior Scott Willis of Lock- 
bourne as Stanley; and 
junior Ralph Scott of Albany 
as Jack.

All performances will be 
in Cowan Hall. The opening 
night performance on Oct. 8 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. The 
Sunday matinee on Oct. 11 is 
at 2 p.m. All other perform­
ances will begin at 8 p.m.

Tickets will be available 
beginning Sept. 24 at the 
Cowan Hall box office, open 
1-4:30 p.m. weekdays as well 
as the Saturdays of perform­
ance weeks. The box office 
also opens one hour prior to 
performances. Telephone 
898-1109 during box office 
hours for reservations.



Otterbein to start season* 
with ‘Brighton Memoirs’

Neil Simon’s Brighton 
Beach Memoirs, will be the 
1987-88 season opener for 
Otterbein College Theatre at 
the college’s Cowan Hall 
Oct. 8-11 and 15-17.

The comic drama will be 
directed by Equity actor and 
director Dennis Romer of 
Los Angeles.

The semi-autobiographi- 
cal memory play peers into 
the lives of a lower middle 
class Jewish family from 
Brooklyn during the Depres­
sion years. Fifteen-year-old 
Eugene (Simon), who as­
pires to be a writer and is

statically charged with burO 
geoning sexual awareness 4 
serves as the central charac- 
ter.

The opening night perfor-" 
mance will begin at 7*30 
p.m. Oct. 8. The Sunday'^ 
matinee at 2 p.m. Oct. 1 
All other performances be-'j 
gin at 8 p.m. ^

Tickets will be available* 
beginning Thursday at the!
Cowan Hall box office, open . 
1-4:30 p.m. weekdays ai, 
well as the Saturdays of per- ' 
formance weeks. The box i 
office also opens one hour 
prior to performances.



SATURDAY — Neil Simon long has 
demonstrated his knack for comedy. With 
his “Brighton Beach’* trilogy, he showed 
his ability for wistful comedy-drama - 
and a willingness to expose and explore 
his own coming-of-age in Brooklyn in ^e 
19403. Otterbein College’s production of ^ 
Brighton Beach Metpoirs, the first play in 
Simon’s semi-autobiographical tnlo^, 
features Otterbein junior Kevin h ord 
Carty as Eugene, Simon s alter ego. 
Veteran actor/director Dennis Romer will 
direct. The show opens at 7:30 tonight 
Other performances are at 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday in 
Cowan Hall. Performances continue from 
Oct. 15 to 17. Call 898-1109 for tickets.
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Here is a guide to central Ohio 

theater shows, based on recent 
-Dispatch reviews. For perform- 
ance times and dates, see theater 
listings in Weekend Planner.

Brighton Beach Memoirs —It 
has been done before,, but Otter- 
bein College gives Neil StrrTon's 
coming-of-age comedy a sturdy 
production. Director Dennis 
Romer helps a solid student cast 
deliver a great deal of comedy and 
a good bit of pathos. Kevin Ford 
Carty’s enthusiastic Eugene al­
most transforms Simon’s m.emo- 
ries of 1937 Brooklyn into a teen­
age sex comedy, but the rest of the 
cast balances the bawdy humor 
with genuine feelings. Too bad the 
young cast doesn’t look its older

Toles — a common flaw of college 
performances. Otterbein College 
Theatre.

A Murder of Crows — Central 
Ohio’s first Equity theater compa­
ny ushers in an era of profession­
alism with skill, grace and exqui­
site tenderness. Guest director 
Edward Stern brings out the 
warm but wry nostalgia in Ed 
Graczyk’s rural Ohio comedy-dra­
ma about an elderly couple who 
must evacuate a 200-year-old 
town. Michael Higgins and Bever­
ly May develop a marvelous rap­
port that compensates for the pre­
dictable conclusion, and Kaye Bal­
lard’s spunky neighbor gives 
Graczyk’s poetic aialogue much of 
its eccentric humor. A must-see 

,event for anyone who cares about 
Ohio’s rural past — or the future 
of Columbus theater. Players 
TheatreColumbus.



Young Eugene’s junny and touching nwtnories of growing up in a Jewish ® College Theaters production
pedor^ntance tiStT^^^rSee

Sox'offte/aTiMOIol f-4®:3Tp.m.' "’°'® “« ">• CowanHall

Beach Memoirs, 7:30 p.m. Oct. 8; 8 
p.m. alf other performances and 2 
p.m. Sunday matinee, Cowan Hall, 
Otterbein College, Westerville. 898- - 
1657. JP\i
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