
ENTERTAINMENT & ARTS
OC plays ‘Night Music’ as spring musical
By TONY GOINS_________
News & Public Opinion Reporter

Send in the clowns.
Otterbein College Theatre 

and the Otterbein Depart­
ment of Music will present 
Stephen Sondheim’s A Lit­
tle Night Music as its annu­
al spring musical from April 
29 to May 8.

The entire show is in 
three-four time, giving it a 
smooth, waltz tempo, said 
director Dennis Romer, the 
artistic director for Otter- 
bein’s Department of The­
atre and Dance.

“It’s a very elegant, 
beautiful musical,” Romer 
said.

A Little Night Music is a 
“strong book musical,” 
Romer said, meaning it re­
lies heavily on dialogue and 
less on dancing than other 
musicals.

In 1973, the Broadway 
production of the show won 
six Tony awards.

The show is difficult and 
not done often, said audi­
ence services director Brian 
Falck, but the setting is 
“gorgeous.”

The play is based on the 
Ingmar Bergman movie 
Smiles of Summer, accord­
ing to a press release, and 
deals with, “illusions and 
disillusions of love as it fol­
lows the matchings and 

;, mismatchings, of four cou­
ples.”

Frederick, a lawyer, and 
Desiree, an actress, are a 
pair of long-separated old 
flames who meet again an^ 
seek to untangle their pre­
sent ties to recapture old 
love.

Besides Otterbein stu­

Madame Armfeldt, played by Equity guest artist Linda 
Dorff (left), her daughter Desiree, played by Allison 
Sattinger, and their friend Mr. Lindquist, played by 
Chris Sloan talk about an upcoming weekend in the 
country during a scene on Otterbein College’s pro­
duction of A Uttle Night Music.

dents, the show is helped 
along by some distin­
guished professionals, 
Romer said.

Kevin Purcell, a new 
member of Otterbein’s De­
partment of Music faculty, 
will conduct music, Romer 
said. Last year, Purcell was 
conducting Cats on Lon­
don’s West Side. —

Purcell brings the perfor­
mance “up a level,” Romer 
said. “We’re very fortunate 
to have him.”

Equity guest actor Linda 
Dorff will play Madame 
Armfeldt in the perfor­
mance, Falck said. Dorff, a 
local professional actress, 
has performed with Otter­
bein students in the past.

Dorff has played leading 
roles in more than 22 pro­
duction with the Contempo­
rary American Theatre 
Company, and has done nu­
merous videos and voice­
overs.

Stella Kane, dance 
coordinator for the Depart­
ment of Theatre and Dance, 
choreographed A Little 
Night Music.

The show also uses a 
variety of technical innova­
tions, Romer said. Motor­
ized set pieces will move 
off the stage automatically, 
and the trees in Act II can 
be whisked up above the 
curtain.

■ The first tech rehearsal, 
with light cues and 
mechanical set pieces, was 
Friday, Romer said.

The show runs Thursday 
through Sunday and May 6- 
8. The opening night perfor­
mance begins at 7:30 p.m. 
and other evening perfor­
mances are at 8 p.m. The

Sunday matinee on May 2 
is at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $12 for 
Thursdays and Sundays and

$14 Fridays and Saturdays, 
and can be reserved by call­
ing the Otterbein box office 
at 823-1109.



COLUtlBUS DISPATCH
lolijiibub. oh.
SUM CIRC. 402.193

OHIO
NEWS BUREAU INC.

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115
216/241-0675

SEPT-6-98

take cue from films
eights. No canienis. Action; Movie- 

inspired musicals will dominate the 
theater seit^oti.

Tlie Broadway Series will present a 
new stage version of Footloose 
(P"eb. 2-7, Ohio Theatre), adapted 
from the 1984 film about a teen-age 
boy who mo\es to a small town 
where dancing has been outlawed.

The gigantic rising staircase is 
gone, but Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Tony-winning score is intact in the 
scaled-down Broadway Series tour 
of Sunset Boulevard (Dec. 15-20, 
Palace Theatre), with Peiula Clmk 
(tlaying Nonna Desmond from the 
Billy Wilder 
film.

Toni Ten- 
nille will play 
the female sing­
er pretending to 
be a gay man 
pretending to 
be a woman in 
Victor,Victoria 
(.Jan. 12-17, Pal­
ace), author-di­
rector Blake 
Edwards’ re­
cent Broadway 
1982 film.

Otterla'in

Petuli) Clark 

adapt;itioi\ of his

C()lle]jt'__ Theatre,
known lor its well-done .spring musi­
cals, will offer.4 Little Nitjht Music, 
(April 29-May 8). Stephen Sond­
heim’s soi)hislicated operetta is 
adiipted from Ingmar Bergman’s 
1!)55 film Smiles of a Suiuukt 
S'inlil, a romantic comedy about

19th-century couples who meet for a 
weekertd in the count 17.

Contemporary American Theatre 
Company rarely attempts 
musicals, but will tr> again 
with 7 Lore You, You’re 
Perfect, Now Cl>ange 
(March 2-April 11, Riffe 
Center), the long-nmning 
off-Broadway revue .rbout 
the dating and maixiage 
difficulties of men and 
women.

Gallery Players will cel­
ebrate its 50th annh ersary 
and its third season as a ToniTennille

from Sholom Aleichem’s stories
about .Jewish peasants in czarist
Russia. It’s a fitting choice because 

Gallery staged Fiddler to 
acclaim in 1983 as the first 
production in the Leo Yas- 
senoff Jewish Commimity 
Center’s ■ Roth-Resler 
Theatre.

Two of Broadway’s 
best musical actors will 
star in Direct From Broad­
way (May 12, Otterbein 
College’s Artist Series). 
T<jny winners Michael Ma­
guire and Debbie Shapiro 
Gravitte will sing songs bysemiprofessional troupe ,■ " —tT j C

with its first musictU in five years: lr\mg Berlin, Sondheim, Lloyd Web-
Fiddler ov the Roof (Oct. 24-Nov. 8). 
The Tony-winning sjiga is adapted

ber and others.
— Michael Grossberg



Ptterbein to stage Sondheim’s 'Night Music’
T Otterbein College Theatre’s “A Little Night Music,’’one 1973, including those for book, lows the matchings and mis- liances in order to recapture lost a possessive army officer. AOtterbein College Theatre’s 
annual spring musical, co-spon­
sored by the Department of 
Music, brings the sounds of 
Stephen Sondheim to the stage 
this year.

“A Little Night Music,” one 
of the most popular and praised 
Broadway musicals of the early 
1970s, will be staged April 29- 
May 2 and May 6-8. The play 
received six Tony awards in

1973, including those for book, 
music and lyrics.

Based on Ingmar Beigman’s 
"Smiles of a Summer Night,” 
the show deals with illusions 
and disillusions of love as it fol­

lows the matchings and mis- 
matchings of four couples.

Frederick, a lawyer, and De­
siree, an actress, long-separated 
old flames, meet again and seek 
to untangle their present al-;

liances in order to recapture lost 
love. But Frederick has a child 
bride of 18, who has declined 
for nearly a year to consum­
mate the marriage, while 
siree is the "other woman’^ of 

' ■"......-------------------- ----
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a possessive army officer. An 
additional complication: Hen- 
rick, Frederick’s religious son, 
is being pursued by the maid­
servant but is himself preoc­
cupied by a crush on his step- 

i_mother.
Guest Equity artist Linda 

Dorff will play the role of 
y Madame Armfeidt; 20 years 

ago sh6 appeared in the play 
withPlayasTheatreofCdum- 
bus in the role of Amy. She was 
previously seen at Otterbein in 

■^^’’Les Liaisons Dangereuses”
' andlastsummere’s"StBdMjtg- 

nolias.” She is a longtiine actor, 
with Contemporary American 
Theatre Company, where dte 

■ has played le^ rolls in 22 pro- 
.ductions since its beginning in 
■1987.'^*-"’-

' tic director of Ottabcin’s De- 
‘ paitmcnt of Theatre and Dance.
I He has directed numeibus mu­

sicals at the college.
I Kevin Purcell will serve as 
I music director and Stella Kane 
I isdx*eographer.Purcdl,ancw 

\ pttabein faculty menftcr, was 
\ mu^diiectoroflastfiill’s*'^ 

Secret Garden.” Kane is dance 
i coordinator fa- the Department 
: of Theatre and Dance and has 
I choreographed a nun1berr;^0t- 
Uterbein musicals. * i a 
? The opening ni^t pcrfor- 
: ntance is at 7:30 p.m.; other 
sCvening peifomranoes begin at 
; op.m. The Sunday matinee on 

May2 is at 2 p.m.
Tickets are $12 fa Thurs­

days and Sunday^nnd $14 fw 
Fridays and Saturdays, Tidcets 
can be reserved by ruling the' 
Otterbein College box office at 
823-1109 between 1 and 4:30
p.m.
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Submined

h AllisoH Sattiiiger, left, and Chrisk Iflno’c scene from "A Little Night Music,” Otterbein Col- 
F ca^ ADrif^29^iJi^w^9^ ■ College will present the musi-

■ S Pri production is co-spon-
" Srtmpnt S M Dance and the De­

partment of Music. Tickets are $12 for Thursday and Sunday
\i 823*iinlff^°^ Saturday. Call the ticket
I't.^onice at 614-823-1109 for more information.
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By Jim Fische

Classical calendarThe Columbus Symphony u Vl CX A
rchestra strino Btico,.,!.!.. ? Alessandro SiciJiani u^ii

\

man Friday Afternoon rnn^-^ Saturday, Aoril 24 r,imc/c’ i Tony Awar.
4:30 p.m. April 16 at Congregation Tf Shaham, violin, will join the CSO fS matchings and mi

The program also includes Barber’s Ewav Sf'*.™'““^g^at7:30p.m.an
The Columbus Chamber IUik’ Brahms’ Symphony No Thp <? performances are at 8 p.nr focietywiUpresenttheTalLS^" Op. 95. TicketsSlLMS,' SetsSl2 foT^S.^^ ^^ P-“

tet at 8 p.m. Saturday Anril ^ ^ * students/senior discounts available mT ? and Sunda'
|h« Gloria Dei Worship Cen^.fT '"’ 228-8600. “»™»»‘e. for Mays and Satorday,. Cai
Urftenn Seminary. SSSss^rd *23-1109 between 1 and 4:30pm

wori!s%HaXMofc'°S^loSf" ^ OttreMhMMuto’lZvIS ^ "'“"■'■"’s Orches.
by Beethoven. A , ''iHnosiD. as panof iu CeleS J?“;‘'f””™°nKninMnsic“
r^g"^^J30p.m Tickets are SlgJS Call ^ ‘^•^0 p.m. p m Saturd^v^ M ^ 8
(614)267-2267. >i«/58.CaU Sunday, April 25. Based in Dayton, Ohio, Jetty’s ^ni-

the 16-piece group performs a wide vari- surp”^Pt,h ^’““^le Your Plea-
^ The Ohio State University Srhrvw. Popular music. A good- meL instru-
^ '* '*>“ (bl*. Oboe InS'dari" « by Serr""° '°b
a.Sp.nrsJtJry.AXt^JiS t^

ffinnra. Admission is liee. Call (dW) 292- ^ Q.tal!aa-l.:o!!eBe Theatre's ceTOi>,Dm'^S“f"'Coo-
^ ™“0lrprmg musical, cwponsomd Sr^MarSel”? ™

by the Department of Music, will be A let, ^ ^°3"n Hopper
^ The Columbus Symphony Hall April 29- wgW/r^^^^^^^^^^Sar’sA/o/Tr-
4 Orchestra, under the driecrion of lIh

^ ion ot A Little Night Music,” is based on 470-W98 ' ^Call(6N
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CHRIST! CARTER, dauaNer of Mr. and Mra 
j James' Willis Carter of Ma(^icstoMRV will 11 

the part of Charlotte in the {Production of‘A LitHe 
Night Music* to be present^ April 29-May 2 and 
May 6-8 by Otterbein College’s Theatre In 
Westwville. ------------------

Carter, a 1996 graduate of Carrollton High 
School, is a senior at Otterbein where she Is 
majoring in musical theatre. Tickets can be 
reserved by calling the Otterbein College box 
office at (614) 823-1109 between 1 and 4:30
n m M/Aplfrfau<JACOB IbAXTER, a 1996 graduate of 

Malvern High School and son of Hichard and 
Sandy Baxter of 61 Oneida Trail, Mafvem, is a 
memoer of Delta Mu Delta at Ashland University 
where he is a junior accounting major.

The purpose of Delta Mu Delta is to 
recognize and reward superior scholastic 
achievement by business administration 
students.

JEFFREY PEARCH, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Gary 6. Pearch of 5223 Cobbler Rd. NE, 
Carrollton, is the recipient of the A. Bruce Gill

and Mable Woodrow Gill Scholarship fundi
..awartL... .-i.- .

The award is given by the science dvision 
faculty to an outstanding student majoring in I 
biology, chemishy or physics who is pursuing a 
dec^ in a medkal field.

^ch, a 1996 graduate of CarroRton High 
SchooL is ajunior majoring in pre medWtie at
Muskxigum C..,. j..

JAIME VA«IA, daughter of Jim and Terry 
Vahila of 166 Cheyenne Trail, Mahrem, is 8 
member of the graduating class at Kent^te 
University and is to receive a bachelor of 
science degree in nursing cum laude during 
ceremonies to be held Saturday, May 15.

Miss Vahila is a member of Sigma Theta 
Tau, an international nursing honor soi^N, and 
Golden Key National Honor Society at KSU.

She plans to work following graduafion in an 
intensive care or trauma setting at an area 
hospital and continue her education by 
receiving a masters degree fronj KSU to 
become a nurse practitioner specializing In 
emergency/intensive care.
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lOt^ion offers a little Sondheim
f ’ Otterbein College Theatre will present Stephen Soitdheim’s 

: A Little Night Music April 29 through May 2 and May 
6-8 in Cowan Hall, 30 N. Grove St.

‘ Jennifer Minter of Dublin will portray Petra in the
musical. . ■ " ;

The opening night performance begins at 7:30 p.m., 
and other evening performances are at 8 p.m. A matinee; 
will be offered at 2 p.m. May 2. i.

Tickets are $12 for Thursdays and Sunday and $14 for- 
’ Fridays and Saturdays.

For reservations call 823-1109 between 1 and 4:30 p.m^
I -
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LHS graduate 
in Otterbein 
spring musical

Ottcrbein College Theatre's an­
nual spring musical, co-sponsored 
by the Department of Music, brings 
the sounds of Stephen Sbridheim to 

-the state this year. ''A Little Night 
Music" will be presented April 29- 
May 2 and May 6-8’

The show deals with illusions 
and disillusions of love as it fol- 

, lows the matchings and mismatch- 
ihgs of four couples. Frederick, a 
lawyer and Desiree, an actress, a 
pair of long-.separated old flames 
mett again and seek to untangle 
their present alliances in order to 
recapture old love.

; ELIZABETH HAROLD, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J*aui 
Harold of Louisville, will be play­
ing the part of Mrs. Nordstrom in 
this production. Harold, a 1998 
graduate of Louisville High School, 
js a freshman at Otterbein majoring 
in musical theatre.
• Tickets can be reserved by call­
ing the Otterbein College box 
office at (614) 823-1109 betw'*'*" ' 

^5^4:30 p.m. weekdays.
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i Edwards, a 1997
Washington High graduate, is 
appearing in the Stephen 
Sondheim musical, “A Little 
Night Music,” this weekend 
at Oflprhein.

^ in
Westerville.
She is cast 
as Mrs. An- 
derssen.

T h e 
daughter of 
Loretta Ed­
wards of 
Massillon 
and the late 
Richard Ed­
wards is a 
sophomore 
musical the-
ater major at Otterbein, 
where she appeared i^ 
“Pinocchio” in the fall. She iS/* 
a member of Kappa 
Omega Sorority. X

Edwards
In musical


