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Tony-winner Richardson slated 
for role in Otterbein’s ‘Big River’
By Michael Grossberg
Dispatch Theater Critic

Broadway stai’ Ron Richardson 
will play Jim, Huck Finn’s black 
friend, in Otterbein Collep^e’s upcom­
ing Big River.

The guest Equity actor won a 
Tony award for best supporting ac­
tor for his 
portrayal of 
Jim in Rog­
er Miller’s 
adaptation 
of The Ad­
ventures of 
Huckleberry 
Finn, which 
was the 1985 
Tony-win­
ner for best 
musical.

John Stefano will direct the stu­
dent production. Performances are 
April 29-May 8 in Cowan Hall, 30 S. 
Grove St., Westerville. Tickets cost 
$10.50-$12. Can 898-1109.

Richardson

Players ‘pumps’ up summer

Players Theatre Columbus en­
joyed an unprecedented, summer- 
extended hit last year with Oil City 
Symphony. Players hopes to achieve 
similai' success with Pump Boys and 
Dinettes, a similarly daffy musical 
comedy revue.

The just-announced non-sub­
scription show will run June 9-July 
17 in the Riffe Center’s Studio One 
Theatre. Pi'eviews are June 2-6 dur­
ing the Columbus Arts Festival.

“We’re hoping that Pump Boys

Stage Notes
will be this summer’s Oil City Sym­
phony," said P. Susan Sharrock, 
Players’ public relations manager.

“It’s the same kind of fun, light 
summer musical.”

The country-pop revue, set in 
the Double Cupp diner on Highway 
57 in Grand Ole Opi7 country,, was 
conceived and written by John Fo­
ley, Mark Hardwick, Debra Monk, 
Cass Morgan, John Schimmel and 
Jim Wann.

Hardwick and Monk are part of 
the creative team behind Oil City 
Symphony, which had the longest 
run of any show in Players’ history.

New York director Jason Ed- 
wai’ds will direct Pump Boys and' 
play Jim.

Tickets cost $15-$20. Call 644- 
8425.

Grandparents get springy

Grandparents Living Theatre 
will present five mini-performances 
of Golden Age Rages On! and I Was 
Young ... Now Pm Wonderful from 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday at The 
Union’s store in Kingsdale Shopping 
Csritsi*

The “Cdebrate Spring” fund­
raiser, benefiting the semiprofes­
sional theater, is the result of a 
business/arts pai’tnership between 
Grandparents and The Union, Bos­
ton Chicken, MCL Cafeteiia, Swan 
Cleaners and Umberto’s.

“During a time of budget con- ■ 
straints and funding cuts by large 
corporations and foundations, the 
exploration of this type of funding is . 
an exciting alternative,” said Jane 
Celehar, Grandparents’ managing 
director.

Tickets, a $5 donation at the • 
door, include admission to the per­
formances and merchant discount 
coupons. Call 228-7458.

Broadway preview?

The Broadway Seiies won’t an­
nounce its 1993-94 season until next ■ 
month, but some of the news is out.

Five Guys Named Moe, the 
Louis Jordan revue in its thii’d year 
in London and its second on Broad­
way, is coming Columbus’ way, ac­
cording to a recent full-page ad in 
The New York Times.

A Broadway-bound revival of 
My Fair Lady, staiTing Richai'd 
Chamberlain, began last week in 
Orlando, Fla The 19-city tour in­
cludes Columbus; the Lerner and 
Loewe musical comedy is to open in 
New York in December.

Two other road shows are list­
ing Columbus on their 1993-94 
schedules: Crazy for You, the 1992 
Tony-winner for best musical that 
showcases George Gershwin’s best 
tunes, and the national touiing reviv­
al of Andi’ew Lloyd Webber’s Jesus 
Christ Superstar.

A Broadway Series spokesman 
refused to confum these shows, but 
said Superstar may be offered this 
summer as a non-subscription show.



Fire alarm interrupts 
Big River performance
By Jennifer Cochran

The Friday, May 7 performance of Big 
River was quite alarming.

Twice during the play, Cowan Hall’s fire 
alarms sounded and the near-capacity audi­
ence evacuated the building. The Wester­
ville fire department responded both times 
and turned the alarm system off for the 
evening after the second false alarm.

According to Larry Hunter, director of 
safety and security, the cause of the two 
disturbances is unknown. “Nobody pulled a 
firebox,” Hunter said. He added that service 
checked out the building Saturday to see if

there was a problem with the wiring in the 
alarm system, but found no problems.

Hunter said that the fire department 
thought the cause of the alarms going off 
might have been the heat resulting from 
humidity combined with the amount of 
people in the building. But he said there had 
not been previous problems like this and it 
did not happen the next night.

One audience member, sophomore 
Jenny Rhude, said, “It didn’t affect my 
feeling about the play because it was so 
good, but it was annoying.”

Several actors took their bows at curtain 
call holding fire extinguishers.



Westerville Fire
•Westerville firefighters were called 
to Otterbein College’s Cowan Hall 
theater iwice on May / during a per­
formance of “Big River: The Adven­
tures of Huckleberry Finn.” Fire crews 
were called out at 9:20 and 10:50 p.m. 
when the theater’s smoke detectors 
malfunctioned, reports said. There was 
no fire.



K«n CtiambeHaIn/ Dispat^
Huck Finn (Corey Moore), left, and Jim (R®" '
Richardson) navigate the Mississippi in Big Ri e .
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‘Big River’ performance

J/»e Advsmurls of HuckleterJv
If Ottffbein College's^owan Hif/'ao^g r°"®'
St. Showtime is 8 ol^ThT'r-^sry-n, G^ovi6ein co’e'Krsd;.".?Otler
698-1103 b«wei„ 1 “7So p.m



and the DepartmentofMusic present.
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B Sunday 
Tony-vvinning star

Ron Richai-cison, who won a "ony avvat'd as Jun in the original Broadway 
pi-oduction of Biy River, is the guest Equity staj- in J3ll£tkin College's 
revival. Peifoimances are at 7::50 tonight, 8 p.m. Friday ami Satiu-da'v“and 2 
$ 2' r'lJl'*^*'^ ^ Cowiin Hall, 30 S. Grove SL, Westeiaille. Tickets; $10.50 to


