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Technical director Greg Bell demonstrates how the seance table in the recent Otterbein College production of Blithe Spirit seems to jump and flip c

Theatrical engineer works magi 
offstage at Otterbein College

By Michael Grossberg
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

W
W henever an Otterbein
r College stage brims with 
scenic wizardry, the magi­

cians most certainly 
include Greg Bell.

Since 1996, when he left Florida 
State University to become a professor 
at Otterbein in Westerville, Bell has 
served as technical director of the 
Theatre & Dance Department.

'‘I'm the person who takes the scene 
designers' drawings from the printed 
page to the stage," he said. "As kind of 
an engineer, carpenter and draftsman, 
I make sure the scenery and props are 
built on time and under budget."

He has helped bring to life 59 Otter­
bein shows, including Kiss Me Kate, 
West Side Story, Noises Off, The Secret 
Garden, Charlotte's Web, Pinocchio, 
Hay Fever, Blood Brothers and Okla­
homa!— and, on the summer sched­
ule, Blithe Spirit, More Smoke on the 
Mountain and Art (opening Thursday). 

With Contemporary American The-

'vV.r- ; V’; .
“He’s a problem solver who 
likes complicated challenges 
and loves any sort of scenery 
that has to move.”

DENNIS ROMER
artistic director

atre Company, he has worked on the 
effects for Sleuth and the mechanics 
for Having Our Say

“I don't throw around this word too 
often, but he's a genius," said Dennis 
Romer, artistic director of the Otter­
bein theater program. "He's a problem 
solver who likes complicated chal­
lenges and loves any sort of scenery 
that has to move.

"If you go to Greg, he's going to tell 
you whether something can be done 
and will always try to deliver the best 
possible set."

For the supernatural atmosphere of 
Blithe Spirit, the Otterbein Summer

Theatre opener. Bell relied on pneu­
matic cylinders — "tubes with rods 
that can push against the floor."

He thus made a seance table bump, 
shake and tip over.

To avoid visible wires or hoses, he 
used a model-airplane remote control 
to operate the cylinders.

His first step in preparing a show is 
to meet with Rob Johnson of Otter­
bein or another scenic designer.

"I usually wait until he has an idea, 
and then he asks me if we can do this," 
said Bell, 50. "Then we do a little 
model, drawing or sketches, or get on 
the computer, to visualize how things 
will move."

The biggest challenge, he said, is to 
move scenery "without anybody push­
ing it."

For the May production of Kiss Me 
Kate, Bell engineered two dressing 
rooms to roll in and out with the help 
of hidden cables and electric motors.

"Every piece of scenery that has to 
move magically involves its own

See CURTAIN Page D9
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‘Blithe’ should bring good cheer 
to summer stage at Otterbein
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Books flying off shelves, 
phonographs playing without 
prompting, and tables tmt 
move by themselves set the 
ediereal theme of Otteibein 
Summer Theater’s first pro­
duction Blithe Spirit.

“There are seven or eight 
thmgi; happening without pe(> 
pie seeing what’s happen^, 
said set designer and Otteibein 
professor Greg Bell, who ^d
this production was partim^
ly challenging, and would to 
particularly enjoyable for audi­

ences. ,
Tbe plot centers on uber-^- 

phisticated author Chiles 
Condomine and wife Ruth 
come have a too close m- 
counter with the realm ot me 
great beyond when medium 
^dame Arcati invokes me 
spirit of die intellectuals first 
wife, Elvira, who doesn’t want
to leave. .

Content to hang around me 
house, the sensual Elvira plote 
a lethal reconcihation wim 
poor Charles, but when mis- 

occur and it is Ruth who 
meets her fetal dem^ and 
Charles finds himself haunted

bv these two very blithe^irits.
Written in 1941, Blithe re­

mained the longest-runnmg 
comedy in British Theatre for 
three decades. The production 
features guest equity actOT 
Peggy Cosgrave, who was last 
seen on the Otteibein Sumi^ 
Theatre stage in 2002 in the 
David Lindsay-Abaire come­
dy, FwiifyA/eers.

Blithe is directed by Dorem 
Dunn and runs June 26 to 29 
and July 9 to 12.

Among the challengmg 
technical aspects of the show is

See BLITHE, Page 30A
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Short North’s Gallery Hop takp on
Bicentennial flair with fireworks
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By JOHN SHERIDAN
Sews A Public Opinion Reporter

Books flying off shelves, 
phonographs playing without 
prompting, and tables tmt 
move by themselves set^tne 
ediereal dieme of Otteibein 
Summer Theater’s first pro­
duction Blithe Spirit.

“There are seven or eight 
things happening without pe(> 
pie seeing what’s happening, 
said set designer and Otteibem 
professor Greg Bell, who s^d
this production was particiil^- 
ly challenging, and would ^ 
particularly enjoyable for audi­

ences. ,___
The plot centers on uber-^ 

phisticated author 
Condomine and wife Ruth 
come have a too close en­
counter with the realm of the 
great beyond when medii^ 
Madame Arcati invoke tte 
spirit of the inteUectuals first 
wife, Elvira, who doesn’t want 
to leave.

Content to hang around the 
house, the sensual Elvira ploU 
a lethal reconciliation with 
poor Charles, but when m^- 
takes occur and it is Ruth who 
meets her fetal dem^ ^d 
Charles finds himself haunted

bv these two very blithe^mts.
Written in 1941, Blithe re­

mained the longest-runnmg 
comedy in British Theatre for 
three decades. The production 
features guest equity actor 
Peggy Cosgrave, who was last 
sera on the Ott^in SuminCT 
Theatre st^e in 2002 in the 
David Lindsay-Abaire come­
dy, Fudofy ^cers.

Blithe is directed by DoreOT 
Dunn and runs June 26 to 29 
and July 9 to 12.

Among fh^ challengiiig 
technical aspects of the show is

See BLITHE, Page 30A
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Bicentennial flair with fireworks
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Suburban Sews Reporter

Goodale Park is among the 
best spots in the Short Norm to 
w'atch the fireworks firom Red, 
White & Boom!

While it will remain so tor 
this year’s Boom! on July 3, 
there will be good views fi:om 
most places in the Short North, 
as it has its own set of fire-

The Gallery Hop, held on 
the first Saturday of every 
month, will still have open ^ 
galleries on that night, but the 
festivities will extend through­
out the entire Short North.

“It will be a mini-Boorn. 
We’ve never had fireworks in 
the Short North before and it’s 
probably the only time it will 
get done,” said Mary Mar- 
tineau, director of the Short

run firom 5 p.m. to midnight.
The 15-minute firework 

display is possible for the Bi­
centennial Hop because of ^ 
closure of Interstate 670, 
which is currently being 
widened and reconstructed.

W'ith the road closed until 
October, it creates an isolated 
place right next to the Short 
North where fireworks can be 
launched.
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The fireworks will be run 
by Sunset Fireworks Ltd of 
St Louis, which has run the 
Red, White & Boom! fire­
works since 1989.

Red, White & Bicentennial 
Boom! will run from 11 a,m. 
to midnight July 3 in down­
town Columbus.

In conjunction with the cel­
ebration of Ohio’s Bicentenni­
al, event organizers have 
expanded Boom! to include a 
number of suburbs as partners 
and also have made the 
Gallery Hop and the July 6 
U.S. Men’s National Soccer 
Team game events related to 
Boom!

“With the opportunity to 
work with the city this year, it 
seemed like a good chance to 
do something we couldn't nor­
mally do,” Martineau said.

To CTeate a block party at­
mosphere, North Hi^ Street

Bridget Drstvensek, co-chairwoman of the Haus und Garten 
Tour, stands in the remodeled kitchen of her Jaeger Street 
home, which is part of the tour. The tour co-chairman is 
Drstvensek’s husband, John.

will close between Second 
Avenue and Poplar Street at 8 
a.m. July 5.

At Second Avenue, there 
will be an entertainment stage 
which will feature perform­
ances throughout the evening.

There also will be street 
performers throughout the

BLITHE^—
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a jumping table that Bell ma­
nipulates with compressed air 
a model airplane remote con­
trol. “There are a lot of special 
effects in this production,” said 
Bell. “We want the audience to 
think something magical is 
happening on stage.”

Blithe is the first three 
summer theater programs. 
The Otterbein Summer The­
atre Box Office and all per­
formances will be located in 
the Campus Center Theatre,

area.
The areas which hold the 

monthly Hop will remain open 
as usual, but for those closer to 
the Second Avenue stage, 
where there aren’t as many 
restaurants and bars, there will 
be beverage trailers and food 
vendors.

100 W. Home St., Wester­
ville.

Opening night performanc­
es begin at 7:30 p.m., Sunday 
matinees are at 2 p.m. and all 
other pierformances begin at 8 
p.m. Tickets are $16.

Box office hours will be 
Tuesday through Friday from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
one hour prior to all perform­
ances. The box office will be 
closed on Mondays.

For more infomiation call 
(614) 823-1109.


