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ENTERTAINMENT & ARTS

Technology aids Otterbein’s ‘Cabaret’ update
By JULANNE HOHBACH
News & Public Opinion Reporter

Otterbein College theater 
and music students are hop­
ing a large crowd will come 
to the Cabaret early next 
month for the school’s 
newest musical production.

Otterbein ^ will present 
Cabaret Thursday through 
Sunday and May 8-10.

The musical was adapted 
from several sources, in­
cluding the play I Am a Cam­
era, written by John Van 
Dfuten, stories by Christo- 

^ pher Isherwood and a book 
by Joe Masteroff. Lyrics 
were written by Fred Ebb and 
the music was composed by 

: John Kander.
Cabaret begins about 1930 

at the Kit Kat Club, a gar­
ish Berlin nightclub that 
serves as the pleasure haunt 
of the city before Adolf Hit­
ler’s reign, r

Two main storylines come 
into play in the production, 
one a tale of Sally Bowles 
and Cliff Bradshaw, doomed 
lovers who,, because of the 

■ era, are not exactly innocents 
abroad.
>, A parallel tale develops of 
a German landlady and a 
Jewish shopkee^r whose 
hopes for a relationship are 
broken by the encroaching 
Nazi movement.

“That’s the metaphor for 
some of the more horrible 
aspects of the Nazi regime,”

said Director Dennis Romer.'
Romer said he has tried to 

make a very bold visual state­
ment in the last scene about 
how the Nazis take over their, 
world.

But the musical is not just 
about the Nazi movement.

“There’s a lot of humor 
and a lot of humanity in this 
piece,” Romer said.

The era portrayed was a 
time of turmoil and hedonism ; 
among Germans because of 
growing uncertainty about 
the government. •

“We try to capture that 
with the Kit Kat Club,” the 
director said. i ^

“It’s a time of' a lot of 
experimentation and people 
trying to find out/who they 
are.” ■ , i' '

“1 guess the most chal­
lenging thing (is) to get the 
students to believe in the pro­
ject the way we’re doing it 
and to get them to enter this 
world.”

Aside from Romer, the 
production will be helmed by 
musical Director Craig John­
son and Choreographer Stel­
la Hiatt Kane. The trip has 
worked together on past 
musicals Phantom and Pip­
pin.

Romer said Otterbein last' 
produced Cabaret = in 1915. 
The piece lent itself well to 
revival because of a modem 
technological treatment of 
lighting and complex sets, 
including a revolving set and

a hydraulic train, he said.
Thirty-two ' performers, 

many portraying multiple 
roles, and many" costume 
changes for the character of 
Sally/amount to about 150 
costumes by costume de­
signer Ruth Boyd. '

The production also in­
cludes 18-20 orchestra mem­
bers.

Cabaret will be presented 
Thursday through Sunday

and May 8-10 in Cowan Hall, 
30 S. Grove St. The opening 
night performance will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. All other evening 
shows will begin at 8 p.m. 
The Sunday matinee will be 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $14 for Friday 
and Saturday shows and $12 
for Thursday and < Sunday 
shows. They can.be reserved 
by calling the box office at 
823-1109. ■ V '

ARTS BRIEFS

‘Camille Claudel’ to be presented :
, Laudonia Productions in association with Otterbein 
College will present Capiille Claudel, a pne-woman show 
exploring the life of the renpwned sculptress, at 5:30 
p.m. May 8 and 7:30,p'm. May 14 in the Nickelodeon 
Theatre downtown at the. Centex of Science and Indus­
try. ■ ", V

Admission is-.free. Seating wiU be on a first-come first- 
serve basis. ■. ./'Y,

A reception will follow, the performance.
For more information call Sara, Laudonia at 882-207S or

Amy Ellenberger at 823-2730, !wh

Otterbein College jto^st ‘^amt’ ^ ‘
Otterbein College Theatre and the department of music 

will present the musical Cabaret Thursday through Sunday 
‘ and May 8-10. The opening night performance begins , at 

7:30, other evening performances are at 8 and the Sunday 
matinee is at 2 p.m.

, Tickets are $14 for Friday and Saturday shows, $12 
for Thursday and Sunday shows. For tickets call 823- 
1109.
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TinindCardbil Arts

with Otterbein Theatre's 500th production

by Airoo MaitiD ud Carrie TroupSTAhT wRinns
Hv o'llcge departmEnls of 

dance and music 
o'n^>ini>d for "CaKtTrf,” 
C^ti’rbeinX'VlOih perfiwmana*.

"Cabaret" is a shwy of lo\’c ami 
life in pre-WwH War 11 Ormany. 
Anxiety nms hij^ as Adolf Hirtw 
rmk»s* his rise fct -Hmer and tire 
Kil Kat Club pmvic.es a havcsi 
from tfw uncertainty.

TTv story Inllowa tfV affialn of

and a German citizen, and a 
Jewish shrrpkeeper and a

"Ihb pLiy has an enmtinnal 
imp.Hl on the aiKtimre arxt Huy 
start to fofimv the characters' 
Journeys,” saM Heidi t 
N'.lici jx.iii.iys I'r.iiilr'in Sclwicier.

i:vtTyr>ne in ttre cast had to 
rwrsr-ome perscTwt challertRPS <»f 
their own ,sixl (-ollahorale h) put 
the •Jnnv fopettrer."

liH^rronn's ch.rr.xh'r.
S luvkler, trotwnes thr* bivmbnp 
in>»ise whifv tlw cast of characters 
.iiv bnniphi ti’pether

"I dktn'i want hn- hr be an old 
worTvin." letznvinn said of hc*r 
o’lp She is vibrant in my mitxi 
arxi I wanted to arm-ey her 
pr'sitiveiy"

In the week povedinp the ptav. 
Letzminn estimates she spent ,t0 
tt>,\5hrHirs(wrtheptTxhicti(»i. Stv 
iwd h> speak with a Germ.in 
.wnt as weil as sing in a knver 
register for the part

Other actors have seen 
OHerbeh's pcoductton of 
"Cabaret” evolve.

'Tve seei ‘Cabaret’ done 
different ways and I’m trying to 
bring energy into my role," junior 
Emily Cotton said.

Qrtton plays nighirlub stoger 
Sally BowH whrrm she describes 
as "a bit naive, ecrentric, impulsive 
and needy for altentioa"

"Cabaret" also pnwides cast 
and crew wilfi additinnai 
challmges in the totms of darrce 
and music.

Erie Dysart a sophomore 
musical theatre major, said he has 
cnjoyixl this role more ttwn any 
other at Otterbein, His portrayal 
of the Emcee is Dysaifs first 
leading role.

"My dancing is pmbaby or* 
thing that sticks out abott my 
interpretabon," Dysart said 

Stelta Kane, darree coordinalor, 
choreographed the show, sbeth 
Otterbein pmductioa 

"Usually the role (of Entee] is 
played by a singer," Kara sakJ. 
"But because Eric Is st<h a 
wonderful dancer, he adds 
something eweptiorvil h the 
character”

I>nce ackis another dimroion 
to "Cabarrt," according to K*f«, 

"They darve to escap the 
sense of pain.” she said. 'The 
choreography helps the aujierKe 
experience the threat ii, the 
storyline."

"The music and d<ncing 
iwif^rten the emotloos of fe»r arxl

love," said Craig Johnson, the members, acawding 
show’s musical diiector. ’It was a to sophomive Chris 
very scary time," Sloan.

"This show was difficult for the Tfs not one of 
oithntra, one of the most difficult the muskais that is 
ofmycaieef^”Johr«onsaid. superfkiai," said

’The whole piece is poHtkally Sloan, who plays a 
fiisdnating," said Dennis Romer, German saihv arrd 
‘Cabaiet" director. "These are gorilla, 
human characters who ate getting "The audience 
their lives tom apart by politics." will not r>eressarily 

Tb Romer, it is jnterestiiig "Nnv go aw. y singing 
people can get seduced into songs and being 
something that ends up tearing happy—it makes 
apartthecountry." prx'pby brink,' he

freed to keep raising the addrxi. \ 
issues that arme up in the play, "Cabaret" 
such a.s racism and anti- coobrmos Mav Md 
Semhism." Romer said. a(fi p.m. Tickets are

The issues brou^l krrth by frw to Otterbein 
"Cabairt" will slay with audierree stu.Mrrtsrnthanl.D.

Set desimers give 
landmark musical 
production a lift
be Carrie Troup______________________
ARIA l-DITOR

Their work is di'plarrxi rvi s|,rge in Cowan 
Hall, yet the tnvtxrh'rx tlx'irrs«>lMK ,rn' ivn rr 
seen

"Cah.rTvt'' would ivit K* the satra* witlx'ut 
tire rrrx<x- it Srll\ Ilowli*. Hcwi-vfi 
compr'nenfs 'iKb as (he set and sourrd plar 
roles just .rs vital in bre ptrxiuction

The set r'f "Caban'l" is nrmprsed of four 
rrrain units that are diffinilt to mine an'iint 
the stage, acrortiing to Assistant Technical 
rMrwtnr Raraly Bosh. A crew of sevm, aivt 
also cast members, help rrrake changes th.il 
recpiire shifting up to three-fourths of bre 
(aiits.

"It w,is iliffirulf to tTVikr flv m'I ib.viijv 
kx*k smixill) .irxl il»irrx<gT,iplxxf for llv 
audierve," siki Bosh, .i xtrior.

New methixh of set<twnging rren- 
cieatosi trr make things W(>rk easier.

Air (iish'ts, iirn.ii.rble whix'Is .rft.nhixl to 
each unit, uorr* cf«Ti'lo|xxl K nvd'irl 
tnhnnal dinr h'r ( in-g Fk'll.

In .Hldifkm, ,1 hydraulic lift wa^ uxyl fi't 
the first linre in an ('Hlrrlvin pnxIiKlii'o !'• 
mme .i Ir.iin on slagi* Whik- tlx- Ml did i*-' 
gne the <n’»\ ,in\ diffiiuHv. tlx- .lit <,i ■ • 
eitfrer IvnI lix- mu<h pn-xMin- oi w.- ild 
deflate, .Komtinglo fVwh

B**sjikN lorvxtniction. n-x-.mli '■ * 
coTKluc hxl lo ,xld aubwrticity to "Caban*!,' 

Assistant 'vl Pitsiravr Itxrm- Milnr** 
sliMlitxi stxial cl.issi.-s .nxl I iiiti|X'.io .lo-i 
)«*wisharchitix fun-during the t-tdo-ij^i
thrfniil dx'p x*t

"\Vhm I first started, things were 
iM.rbt'Mle." I liluvir s.rkl, "Hvii I Ic.invsIlIvU il 
w,is the t\i»x,il Pr'iV. lowi-.h frii't slx-f ils'i 
didn’t Ki\ ea k>l of rrauun ’

(iXnlllMtKXI of IIh- ‘4-1 il'lllMV
spriirg hn-.il .)i«l n,i io(0|"l.i..| .i un t 
h'fore llx- .Ixiw o|xxm>iI tlx- -41 m-n 
workrsl until 2 a m xmx- dav- .tixl 1? tvor 
da\> on th*- wix’kerxh to (ouipk'ie iIm- 
pn^jpct

Bas«l 1X1 bn* nmts of (.rKrn-tv 
sti'rx'lioi' .rrxf --I, wumd i^ffix Is \\er»»i esrhyt 

Siumits, such a* the nxxlixN-t's \oi.‘ 
combiraxl nith rtx* train, iM-n- -peria'I-. 
mixixl for llx' pnslm tioo R.x-Mti h of Ad. I'
I tillers|xs> Ihn i\.n loixliii toi for .|X' Un 
clips

"Ihe .vlililk-n of '4'iiivl hts ..ur 
irn.igitvilions go furthi*r with tlx- vixra-. 
Assist,int Srxiixl Ik“.i>?XT Bill Ui-tls s,ihl Ti 
cnnvin-s tlv 'miliMrislk' rrvxxl of th»- plav ’ 

Detail was m en atteraJed In in bie kxik of 
bie actors.

Junior C)i1ney Rixiks designed the 
makrtip and hairstyles ftw "Caharet"

'The uniformity in the look of toe 
charjKters stands out from sbrns-s I ha\-e 
seen," Rooks said.

’1 emphasized Nine stn>cture--for 
example, I wantnl Cliff, the AmrTk.in, hi N- 
differmt than toe nM of toe Fun*pe.in 
characters," Rixiks added.

Since it was diffinilt to fiixl informaNxi 
aNxit Ck-mvin fashion during toe lyw., 
Rrxiks lesiMnNxl Ikillvivcxxi shle 
Acairding hi Rixiks, toe Pappi-r stvie nilh 
sNut Nib Niir-Ilk'S was (nnirram

O-erall, il Likes minutes hir each achw 
to apply toeir trokeiip, stu- s,iid the f*'iit 
wif^i Rtxikssivkxl hxik ISIx'urshicompMe 

"Some lire mote reliKiant toan otN*Ts h> 
experinx-nl,' Rixiks said, "but il is all aN’iil 
tnist arxt (I'mmunicatkin."



‘Cabaret’ continues
Emily Cotton Is chanteuse Sally Bowles and Eric Dysart plays the Master 
of Ceremonies In Otterbein College’s production of “Cabaret," which con­
tinues this week WM shows on Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. 
each evening. Tickets are $14 for Friday and Saturday shows and $12 for 
Thursday. Tickets may be reserved by calling the Otterbein College The­
atre box office at 823-1109. "iVoS ^
_________ __________ ____________ _____________ ‘5/5 nt


