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'Much Ado' takes the stage
By Katy Bowers
Skilled actors, an elaborate set, colorful
costumes, interesting staging, a unique
approach. What do these things have in
common? They are all a part of the Depart
ment of Theatre and Dance’s most recent
production—William Shakespeare’s
“Much Ado About Nothing.”
The story is one of villains and heros,
love and hate, and mix-ups and make
ups—rather typical of Shakespeare. But
director Ed Vaughan has given the show a
new twist, and the production is hardly
traditional.
While theplay is usuallysetin the ISOOs,
this particular production takes place in
1918—^just after World War I. All of the
action occurs by the pool at the summer
home of the character Leonato (played by
junior Duff Woodside).
The mood is reflective of the 2()s—joy
ous and carefree, with the characters party
ing and socializing and dancing to the
happy ragtime notes of a piano player.
Vaughan has also taken liberties in cast
ing particular characters. There are women
playing roles that are traditionally played
by men—mainly the roles of the villains.
The most villainous Don John (played by
junior Meg Chamberlain) has been re
named D0na Joan, and her accomplices
Borachio (junior Mel Bruno) and Conrade
junior Mary Randle) have become Borachia and Conradia.

Though the script itself is not one of
Shakespeare’s most humorous or most
exciting, the cast brings it to life. The deliv
ery of lines is quite clear, and where the
wording is awkward (as Shakespeare’s
often is), the actors make up for it with pre
cision and character.
The set (designed
by
junior
John
Gutknecht) also con
tributes to the life of
the show. The first
two or so rows of seats
in Cowan have been
removed to make
room for the pool and
its deck that extend
into the auditorium.
And the marble stair
case and French
double doors that take
up the rest of the stage
are realistic and elabo
rate.
All of the actors are
dressed in colorful
and beautiful cos
tumes (designed by
faculty member Katie
Robbins) that add to
the 1920s flair of the
show. They appear in
everything from bath
ing attire to evening
gowns and tuxedos.

Tickets for “Much Ado About Nothing”
are on sale in the theater box office. The
remaining performances are tonight, to
morrow and Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday
at 2 pm. Admission is free for students,
faculty and staff.

Brian Brems and Ginger McDermott perform in
’Much Ado About Nothing.’ Publicity photo
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The Bard dressed in Gatsby’s clothing
Theatre-goers will see an up
dated version of William
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About
Nothing at Otterbein College in
March. This version of the classic
comedy will be set in 1918 imme
diately following World War 1 and
the action lakes place over a single
weekend at a mansion in the
Hampton Bay area of Long Island,
N.Y.
Student scenic designer John
Gutknccht has taken on an ambi-

Otterbein College costume
designer Katie Robbins created
these sleek ensembles for Much
Ado, a show Robbins calls
"visually exciting."

tious project in designing a set that
extends 20 feet toward the audi
ence, eliminating ttvo rows of seat
ing, and includes a reflecting p(X)l
eight feet in diameter.
Most of the"action in tl^e play
takes place around this pool which
is located behind one of the Hamp
ton mansions.
“Kind of Great Gatsby,”
Gutknecht explains. “It’s different
from what Shakespeare wrote but it
works out pretty well. I did some
research into what
those-places looked
like. In the 20s there
were at least 100 of
those mansioniirwith
50 to 60 rooms and
other houses on exten
sive grounds.”
Gutknecht however
decided to design
something out of the
ordinary and instead of
a realistic looking
mansion, he developed
a very stylized version.
“They (the audience)
won’t sec the back of a
mansion but it will
have that feel to it,” he
insists.
Much Ado is con
sidered by many to be
Shakespeare’s finest
comedy and will be
presented at Otterbein
March 13-17. The
story centers on two
sets of lovers and how
they overcome several obstacles to
arrive at a happy ending. At the
center of the play arc Claudio and
Hero. The naive Claudio is too
willing to believe vicious lies about
Hero planted by Don John, who is
looking for revenge, and the couple
is temporarily tom apart. But love

conquers all and the wicked get
their just rewards to give the play a
happy ending.
‘
Much of the play’s comedy is
supplied by the second couple,
Benedict and Bcahice, with their
quick witted bickering and banter
ing. Their friends aid in pushing
the two together by making sure
that each hears of the other’s ro
mantic atuaction. Despite their
continual denouncements of ro
mance and love, in the end they are
forced to admit their love for each
other.
Director Ed Vaughan points out
the play as written by Shakespeare
involves nobility. He uprlated that
to create a play about high govern
ment officials including tlie gover
nor of a mythical slate on the east
coast and a secretary of state.
“It’s about the idle rich and a
frivolous time with a party to cele
brate the end of the war. It’s a
piece of fluff but a very witty
play,” Vaughan laughs. “That
Great Gatsby period was very
frivolous. These people spend all
this time worrying about some
thing that doesn’t have much
meaning in terms of real issues. It
was an opulent, grand period
where they could justify putting all
that time and energy into some
thing not very important.”
While the locale may change,
Shakespeare’s words will remain
intact. Vaughan says while he may
make some minor changes, for the
most pan, the play’s original lan
guage will remain the same.
“I think that shows tltc univer
sality of this play to be able to
move the location and keep the
dialog,” he comments. “And 1 want

the students to deal with the lan
guage. For them, it’s an educa
tional experience.”
Another change will be
Vaughan’s decision to ca.st women
in four or five roles that tradition
ally have been given to men. Ac
cording to Vaughan, this tyire of
non-traditional ca.sting is being
seen more and more in theatrical
circles and by modernizing the
time and place, women are able to
play more powerful roles.
Costume Designer Katie Rob
bins, who has designed costumes
for Much Ado three limes before,
wasn’t immediately thrilled with
the idea of doing this play yet
again. “But when Ed and I talked
about it, I got very excited,” she
exclaims.
To prepare for designing cos
tumes for any play, Robbins reads
the script several times. Although
she is familiar with Much Ado, she
delved into the script again to re
fresh her memory of the characters
and get a feel for the play’s time
frame. This was followed by dis■ cussions with the director.
“My job as a designer is to take
Ed’s vision and make it come alive
on stage through the co.stumes,”
Robbins says. “I’m an interpreter. I
have my own creative input but I
translate what the director envi
sions.”
Robbins says unfortunately
most people think of the flapper
styles when they think of the 1920s
but this play is set before those
styles b^me the vogue. “The im
age is more very, very upper crust,
staid Long Island,” Robbins ex
plains. “To use a phrase, it’s cotton
candy...fluff. It’s fun; it’s red, hot
and cool...jazzy, spirited but ele
gant. Visually, it is a very exciting
show.”

Otterbein to present
‘Much Ado’in March
Theatre-goers will see an
updated version of William
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado
About Nothing” from March
13-17 at Otterbein College’s
Cowan HaU, 30 N. Grove St.
The opening night perfor
mance will be at 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday matinee will be at 2
p.m. and other perfor
mances will begin at 8 p.m. ’
Otterbein College Thea
tre’s version of the classic
comedy will be set in 1918
immediately following
World War I with the action
taking place over a single
weekend at a mansion in the
Hampton Bay area of Long
Island, New York.
The story centers on two
sets of lovers and how they
overcome several obstacles
to arrive at a happy ending.
At the center of the play are
Claudio and Hero. The naive
Claudio is too willing to be
lieve vicious lies about Hero
planted by Don John, who is
looking for revenge, and the
couple is temporarily tom
apart. But love conquers all
and the wicked get their just
rewards to give the play a
happy ending.
Much of the play’s comedy
is supplied by the second
couple, Benechct and Bea

trice, with their quick-witted
bickering and bantering.
Their friends aid in pushing
the two together by making
sure that each hears of the
other’s romantic attraction.
Despite their continued denouncements of romance
and love, in the end they are
forced to admit their love for
each other.
Director Ed Vaughan
points out the play, as written by Shakespeare, involves
nobility. He updated it to cre
ate a play about high govern
ment officials of a mythical
state on the east coast.
Another change will be
Vaughan’s decision to cast
women in four roles that tra
ditionally have been given to
men. According to Vaughan,
this type of non-traditional
casting is being seen more
and more in theatrical
circles and, by modernizing
the time and place, women
are able to play more power
ful roles.
Scene designer John Gutknecht has designed a set
that extends 20 feet toward
the audience, eliminating
two rows of seating, and ineluding a reflecting pool
eight feet in diameter.
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Bickering anyone?
In Otterbein College Theatre’s updated version of
“Much Ado About Nothing,” Ginger McDermott
and Bryan Brems play the bickering lovers
Beatrice and Benedict. The play will be performed
through Sunday. The Sunday matinee is at 2 p m
All other performances begin at 8 p.m. All perfor
mances will be held in Cowan Hall, 30 N. Grove
St., in Westerville. For tickets and information call
at 898-1109 from 1 to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
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& ENTERTAINMENT;
Onepbein updates 'Much Ado About Nothing'

I

updated version of
William Shakespeare's "Much Ado About Noth
ing at Otterbein College this month.
Otterbein College Tneatre's version of the
classic comedy will be set in 1918 immediately
following World War I with the action taking
place over a single weekend at a mansion in the
Hampton Bay area of Long Island, New York.
Much Ado IS considered by many to be
Shakespeare's finest comedy. The story centers
on two sets of lovers and how they overcome
sewral obstacles to arrive at a happy ending.
Director Ed Vaughan points out the play as
written by Shakespeare involves nobility. Ho
Updated that to create a play about high govern
ment officials of a mythical state on the cast coast.

Another change will be Vaughan's decision to
cast women in four roles that traditionally have
been given to men. According to Vaughan, this
type of non-traditional casting is being seen
more and more in theatrical circles and by
niodernizing the time and place, women arc
able to play more powerful roles.
"Much Ado About Nothing" will be per
formed March 13though 17. Theopening night
performance is at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday inatince
is 2 p.m.
All other performances begin at 8 p.m. All
performances take place in Cowan Hall, 30 N.
Grove St. in Westerville. For tickets and infor
mation, call the box office at 898-1109 from 1 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
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'J' Otterbein updates Shakespeare
VJ
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Audience members will see an updated version of Wil- ;
liam Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing March 13-17
in Cowan Hall, 30 N. Grove St. at Otterbein College.
Otterbein College Theatre’s version of the classic comedy
will be set in 1918 immediately following World War I with
the action taking place over a single weekend at a mansion
in the Hampton Bay area of Long Island, New York, , ‘ t
The opening night performance is at 7:30 p.m., Sunday
matinee at 2 p.m., other performances 8 p.m.
For tickets call 898-1109.

^uch Ado’ set
for performance
at Otterbein
Theatregoers will see an
updated version of William
Shakespeare’s Much Ado
About Nothing from March
13-17 at Otterbein College’s
Cowan Hall, 30 N. Grove St.
The opening night perfor
mance will be at 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday matinee will be at 2
p.m. and other perfor
mances will begin at 8 p.m.
For more information or
tickets call 898-1109 from 1
to 4:30 p.m. weekdays be
ginning Thursday.
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8425 or Ticketmastcr at 431-3600.
^ ■ Ollcrbein College will prc^scnt an uptlatctl version of William
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About
Nothing” March 13 through 17.
The college's version of the
chtssic comedy will be set in 1918
immediately following World War 1
with the action taking place over a
single weekend at a mansion in the
Hampton Bay area of Long Island,
N.Y. Director Kd Vaughan points
out the play was as written by
Shakespeare involves nobility. He
updated tliat to create a play about
high government officials of a
mythical slate on the cast coast.
For tickets or information, call
the box office at 898-1109 from 1 to
4:30 p.m. weekdays beginning
Thursday.

