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Tim Gregory and Liana Peters star in the Otterbein College Theatre
production of

The Crucible.

See theater listings.

Witch tale at Otterbein
Otterbein College seniors Tim Gregory and Liana Peters
share a tense moment as John Proctor and Abigail Williams
in the production of Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible,’’ today
through Saturday at 8 p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m. In Cowan
Hall. John and Abigail, whose implicated love affair under
lies the powerful plot, are leading characters In this truthbased tale. Tickets are available at the Cowan Hall box of
fice weekdays, 1-4:30 p.m., and one hour before the perfor
mance.
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‘Crucible’
.at Otterbein

^\

Otterbein Collepe Theatre will

V rerive and relive a tragic moment
) in Amencan history in its produc
tion of The Crucible, which opens
tonight.
Written in the early 19.50s by
playwright Arthur Miller, the fiery and fascinating plot deals
witi the infamous witch trials of
bakm, Mass., in 1692.
John Proctor will be portrayed
by senior Tim Gregory, 1986 win
ner of the Irene Ryan award for
actirg excellence. Abigail Wil
iams will be played by senior
Lian* Peters.
Ptrformances are at 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, and at 2
p.m. Sunday. All performances
are ir Cowan Hall on the Otter
bein Campus.
For ticket information, call the
theater box office at 890-3028.

‘Crucible’ is next event for OCTj
Otterbein College Theatre
will present “The Crucible”
March 12-14 at 8 p.m. and
March 15 at 2 p.m. at Cowan
Hall.
Written in the early ’50s
by Arthur Miller, the fiery
and fascinating plot—a criti
cally acclaimed masterpiece
—deals with the infamous
witch trials of Salem, Mass,
in 1692.
The riveting drama begins
at the sickbed of a local
Puritan girl whose un
explained illness becomes
entangled with the idea of
witchcraft. The girl and a
group of friends have re
cently been seen dancing
and behaving mysteriously
in the forest at night.
TO AVOID punishment
for this forbidden behavior
and explain the sickness,
saucy Abigail Williams (the
group’s ringleader) claims
the group was “bewitched,”
and begins to weave a tale of
blame that soon involves all
Salem in its implications.
When questioned, the
group picks up on Abigail’s

lead, weaving a web of de
ceit that sparks chain re
action accusations of witch
ery and leaves every Salem
man and woman defenseless
of suspicion. One by one,
“witches” are sentenced to
hang.
“The key factor in convic
tion at the trials,” says
Stephen Buckwald, Otter
bein instructor of theatre
and the play’s director, “was
based on how convincing one
person could be over
another—there was no hard
UNDERLYING the tragic
sequence of events is the
implicated love affair be
tween Abigail and her form
er employer, farmer John
Proctor.
“The tragedy of the play,”
Buckwald stresses, “is that
John Proctor is a man who
realizes the truth, and yet is
unable to communicate that
truth. It also is the story of a
community that has gone
awry.”
John Proctor will be por
trayed by senior Tim Gre
gory of Cincinnati. The 1986

winner of the nationally
prestigious Irene Ryan
award for acting excellence,
Gregory’s past roles include
Tony in “West Side Story,”
Mortimer in “Arsenic and
Old Lace,” Nick in “Baby,”
and Salieri in “Amadeus.”
ABIGAIL Williams will be
played by senior Liana
Peters of Tipp City. Her
roles in previous produc-1
tions include Sissy in “Come >
Back to the Five and Dime.J
Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean,” '
Babe in “Crimes of the
Heart,” and Ruth in “The
Effect of Gamma Rays on
Man-in-the-Moon Mari
golds.”
Proctor’s wife, Elizabeth,
will be played by sophomore
Cathy Collins of Mt. Cle
mens, Mich., whose former *
roles have included Isabella
in “Androcles and the Lion,” i
a chorus member in “Baby”
and Wendy in “Peter Pan.”
Also appearing in “The
Crucible” will be Rachel
Harris of Worthington;
Steve Geyer of Pittsburgh,
Pa.; Michelle Thompson of
Columbus; Gwen Griffin,
Cincinnati; Chuck Rosen,
Mentor; Amy Horne,
Morristown, Tenn.; Meg
Williamson, Plain City;
Shane Frampton, Zanes
ville; Graig Summers, McConnelsville; Tim St. John,
Ashland; Cheryl Gaysunas,
Columbus; Mark Vance, I
Sagamore Hills; Roy Woods, I
Eaton; Tim Deak, Bruns
wick; Marc Foster, Ga
hanna; Todd Kreps, Love
land, Colo.; Heather Huprich, Berlin, and Keith
Berkes, North Royalton.
STUDENTS T.J. Gerkens
of Columbus and Stephanie
Haney of Amlin are lighting
and set designers, respec- ^
lively.

Columbus resident has pivotal
role in Otterbein production
Otterbein College sopho
more Michelle Thompson will
portray one of the pivotal roles
in the college theatre’s March
12-15 production of “The Cru
cible.” The critically acclaimed
play written by Arthur Miller in
the 50s, focuses on the infam
ous Salem, Mass., witch trials
of 1692.
Thompson, daughter of
Beverly Thompson of Seabrook Avenue in Columbus
and Edward Thompson of
Washington, D.C., will portray
Tituba, a native of Barbados liv
ing in the Puritan town of
Salem as a servant. Skilled in
the occult arts, Tituba’s talents
intrigue a group of young Puri
tan girls who persuade her to
assist them in toying with for
bidden areas.
The role of Tituba is familiar
to Thompson who played the
same character in a high
school production at Bishop
Hartley. “But it’s more compli
cated this time,” she says,
“because I know a lot more
about the character, and I have
to apply what I’ve learned. I just
finished with a seven-page
paper about my character,
exploring what kind of Influ

girls join in with Abigail’s fan
tastic tale, and soon the com
munity of Salem is rife with
accusations of witchcraft. No
man or woman is without sus
picion and Tituba isamong the
first to be accused.
Although the girls coaxed
Tituba into the activities,
Thompson says she wasn’t
blameless. “She was raised a
Christian, so I don’t think she
was totally innocent, but I think
she found the occult just as
fascinating as the girls did."
the character does have
MICHELLE THOMPSON
...college play

ence different events had on
her, what the author really says
about her and what the other
characters think of her. It’s
really like I’m doing something
new, because I am bringing so
much more to the character.”
As the play opens, we see
one of the girls bedfast with an
inexplicable illness. Because
the girl’s father has observed
Tituba and the group dancing
and behaving mysteriously at
night in the forest, her friend
Abigail seizes the chance to
avoid punishment and explain
the Illness by claiming they all
were “bewitched.” The other
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strength, the Otterbein
sophomore points out. “She
may be enslaved, but she still
has pride. She is a strong
woman who is poised and has
good posture. She has respect
for her master—but also for
herself.”
Thompson says she was
always interested in acting, but
realized from a special expe
rience at age 13 that performing
would become a way of life. “I
was dancing with my aunt’s
dance company-Cacho’s African Drummers and Dancers-at
the Caribbean Festival in
Washington, D.C. There was a
huge crowd, and when I did my
solo, they started screaming
and cheering. It was the big
gest high I’ve ever known.”
; Otterbein became her cho
ice for theatre training after a
tour suggested by her high
school guidance counselor.
:After auditioning, Michelle
received a theatre talent grant
at the college. “The education
we get here is so valuable—
really strong. I look at the peo
ple who have graduated from
Otterbein and what they have
accomplished In the profes
sional theatre world, and I
know I’ve made the right cho
ice. Upperclass theatre stu
dents tell me that the reason for
success is the discipline we
learn here—you really have to
work to stay in the program. My
classes start at 9 or 10 a.m. and
end between 5 and 6 p.m. Then
I go to the theatre and work
until around 10 p.m., but some
times much later.” The work,
she adds, involves much more
than actinq “Making cos

ing with props all are part of t^i
curriculum—and I love it.”
The sophomore says she Is
currently working on her char
acter’s accent for the upcom
ing production by listening to
records and studying from
“Chat Jamaican,” a book of her
mother’s. ”1 also went to
Jamaica for spring break my
junior year In high school, so I
really absorbed a lot about the
accent then.”
Thompson says she hopes to
benefit from the college’s pro
fessional theatre internship
program during her senior year
as a major step toward her goal
of achieving a New York stage
career.
For reserved tickets to see
Michelle Thompson in ‘The
Crucible,” call the Otterbein
College Theatre box office 1 to
4:30 p.m. weekdays at 8903028. Performances, March 12,
13 and 14 at 8 p.m., and Sunday
the 15th at 2 p.m., will be In
Cowan Hall on the college
campus. Tickets also may be
purchased at the door one
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