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'Alice' will be full of surprises
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The Otterbein Children's
Theatre Nov. 18-20 pro
duction of "Alice in Won
derland" promises to be
brimming with surprises.
Favorite characters such
as the White Rabbit, Red
Queen, the Cheshire Cat
and Tweedle Dee and
Tweedle Dum will vi
brantly and musically
come to life under the di
rection of professional
guest director Doreen
Dunn. Wonderland's in
habitants will perform ac
robatic feats throughout
the show-and theatre-go
ers might even expect to
encounter Alice's caterpillar friend on roller skates,
Dunn adapted the pro
duction's script directly
from the original Lewis
Carroll novel herself. "The
idea came to me last June,"
she said. "I was getting
ready for bed when the
John Lennon song,
'Imagine,' came into my
head. It occurred to me
that 'Alice...' has so much
to do with how adults'
imagination differs from
the imagination of chil
dren."
Beginning
with
"Imagine," Dunn devel
oped the idea of using con
temporary rock music for
the play. "Alice goes into a

world so unlike her own,"
Dunn said, "and what
could be more unlike Vic
torian England than con
temporary rock music?"
The premise provided
Dunn with much artistic
freedom. "It has been re
ally fun to work with," she
says. "Through my imagi
nation as a director, I could
go anywhere and do any
thing."
"Alice..." is based in non
sense, the director said.
"Everybody in Wonder
land makes sense of non
sense, and that's one rea
son why the pi ay-with all
its nonsense rhymes and
so forth-is so terrific for
children. Children look at
the world differently. They
see the nonsense that
adults pretend isn't there."
A graduate of North
western University, Dunn
is a former faculty mem
ber of the American
Academy of Dramatic Art
in New York and currently
is executive director of
OhioDance. She began her
career as a dancer with the
Garden State Ballet, As a
director and choreogra
phers, she has staged the
French production of "Les
Fsmtasticks" in Paris, the
Giancarlo Menotti opera,
"Amahl and the Night

Visitors" and Jean Stapleton in "Hello, Dolly!"
As a playwright, she co
authored "Frontiers"
which premiered at the
Victory Theatre in Los An
geles, and "An Evening
with Sir Noel," performed
for the first time in 1986
aboard the M.S. Sagafjord
en route to China. She also
wrote and has performed
a one-woman show,
"Legendary Ladies." She
has worked as an arts con
sultant as well, designing
educational arts programs
throughout the country,
and has done extensive
arts-related work in pris
ons and homes for the
mentally and physically
handicapped.
All performances of
"Alice in Wonderland" will
be in Cowan Hall on the
Otterbein campus, 30 S.
Grove St. The Nov. 18
performance will be at 7:30
p.m., At 10:30 a.m. and 1:30
p.m. on the 19th and the
20th. Advance tickets may
be obt^ained beginning
Nov. 7 from the Cowan
Hall box office, (614)8981109. The box office is
open from 1 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays and for one
hour prior to perfor
mances.
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‘Alice in Wonderland’ is slated at Otterbein
The Otterbein Children’s
Theatre Nov. 18 20 produc
tion of “Alice in Wonder
land" will be a lively romp
brimming with magical,
musical and visual treats.
Professional guest direc
tor Doreen Dunn (who
adapted the script from the
original Lewis Carroll novel)
has brought Alice and com
pany into the modern world,
according to guest scenic
designer David Hammond —
an approach which called for
a unique set.
“Doreen described a fantasyland playground type of
idea she had in mind — com
plete with ramps, fireman’s
poles, tunnels and ladders,’’
Hammond says.
“In order to provide max
imum activity area, he elec
ted to use air space and go
‘up’ with a three tiered set.
“The three levels give

added ability for action such
as toppling over a railing to
another level or climbing,
and provide a variety of lo
cations that can be any
where in Wonderland,’’ he
adds.
Hammond claims part of
his inspriation for the pipe
structure, gridwork and
paddle tier set came from
modern Broadway produc
tions such as “Starlight Ex
press,’’ “Phantom of the
Opera’’ and “(’ats."
“SINCE ALICE’ was be
ing brought into contempor
ary times, I believe I was in
fluenced somewhat by these
modern productions that
really open the area up for
visual action.’’
Greens and yellows are
the color base for most of the
set, and the magical aura
will be accomplished with
lighting effects.

“It’s something that’s
been exciting to work with,’’
Hammond says. “There was
no actual set description,
and so it was able to evolve
from an idea. As a creative
artist, it’s an expression —
and I think that’s .satisfying
to anyone."
Although this is Ham
mond’s first children’s pro
duction for Otterbein, he has
worked with Otterbein Sum
mer Theatre for nine conse
cutive years and has de
signed main stage produc
tions of “Ladyhouse Blues,’’
“My Fair Lady’’ and “Ama
deus."
A 1974 OTTERBEIN alum
nus, he earned a master’s
degree from The Ohio State
University and is director of
theatre at Upper Arlington
High School. He also has
worked with the Upper Ar
lington Cultural Arts Com
mission in initiating the
Upper Arlington perform

ance series.
As a freelance designer,
he has designed for Contem
porary American Theatre
Company and Lancaster
Summer Theatre. He has
worked as an assistant stage
manager at The Country
Dinner Playhouse, and ser
ved as designer/technical
director
for
Players
TheatreColumbus.
All performances of “Alice
in Wonderland" will be in
Cowan Hall, 30 S. Grove St.,
on the Otterbein campus.
The Nov. 18 performance
will be at 7:30 p.m., at 10:30
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on Nov.
19; and at 1:30 p.m. on Nov.
20.
Advance tickets can be
obtained beginning Monday,
Nov. 7, from the Cowan Hall
box office, 898 1109. The box
office is open 1-4:30 p.m.
weekdays and for one hour
prior to performances.
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‘Alice in Wonderland’
The Otterbein Children’s
Theatre’s production of
“Alice in Wonderland”, to be
presented Nov. ,18-20, is
jexpected to be filled with

surprises.
Favorite characters such)
as the White Rabbit, Red!
Queen, the Cheshire Cat and ;
Tweedle Dee and Tweedle
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her own,” Dunn notes, “and
what could be more unlike
Victorian England than con
temporary rock music?”
The premise provided
Dr'r’ 'v;!!
come to (
Dunn with much artistic
life under the direction of ■ freedom. “It has been really
professional guest director
fun to work with,” she says.
Doreen Dunn.
“Through my imagination as
a director, I could go any
Wonderland's inhabitants
where and do anything.”
will perform acrobatic feats
“ALICE...” IS based on
throughout the show — and
theatre-goers might even " nonsense, the director points
out. “Everybody in Wonder-expect to encounter Alice’s
land makes sense of non
caterpillar friend on roller
sense, and that’s one reason
skates!
why the play — with all its
Dunn adapted the produc
nonsense rhymes and so
tion’s script directly from
forth — is so terrific for
the original Lewis Carroll
children. Children look at
the world differently. They
novel herself. “The idea
see the nonsense that adults
came to me last June,” she
pretend isn’t there.”
says. I was getting ready
for bed when the John
A graduate of Northwes
tern University, Dunn is a
song, ‘Imagine,’
former faculty member of
came into my head. It
the American Academy of
occurred to me that ‘Alice...’
has so much to do with how
Dramatic Art in New York
adults’ imagination differs
and currently is executive
from the imagination of
director of OhioDance.
children.”
She began her career as a
dancer with the Garden
Beginning with “Imagine,”
State Ballet. As a director
Dunn developed the idea of
and choreographer, she has
using contemporary rock
staged the French produc
music for the play. “Alice
tion of “Les Fantasticks” in
goes into a world so unlike
Paris, the Giancarlo Menotti

opera, “Amahl and the Night
Visitors” and Jean Stapleton
in “Hello, Dolly!”
As a playwright, she
co-authored “Frontiers’
which premiered at the
Victory Theatre in Los An,
geles, and “An Evening with]
Sir Noel,” performed for the
first time in 1986 aboard the
M.S. Sagafjord en route to
China. She also wrote and
has performed a one-woman
show, “Legendary Ladies.
She has worked as a arts
consultant as well, designing
educational arts programs
throughout the country, and
has done extensive arts-re
lated work in prisons and
homes for the mentally and
physically handicapped.
ALL PERFORxMANCES
of “Alice in Wonderland”
will be in Cowan Hall, 30 S.
Grove St., on the Otterbein
campus. The Nov. 18 perfor
mance will be given at 7:30
p.m.; Nov. 19,10:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m.; Nov. 20, 1:30 p.m.
Advance tickets can be
obtained beginning Nov. 7
from the Cowan Hall box
office, 898-1109. The box
office is open from 1-4:30
p.m. weekdays and for one
hour prior to performances.

Musical presented in nontraditional wa
"Alice in Wonderland,” a roll walks the fine line be James Gulisano plays the for theatre patrons who
musical production in tween fun and scary."
Cheshire Cat, Wonder are blind or partially
tended for all ages, will be
The Ohio Wesleyan pro land's handyman. Carey sighted. Individuals may
presented at Ohio Wes duction will use a musical Douglas portrays the wear a small earphone
leyan University Nov. 4, 5, version of ajthor Lewis Mock Turtle, emcee of the and receiver to hear a de11 and 12.
Carroll's "Alice in Won park's stage. The Queen of scriber set the scenes on
*We are staging the tra- derland" adapted for the Hearts, played by 6-foot-5 stage, helping to convey
i ditional 'Alice' in a nontra- stage by Eve LeGallienne Andy Rice, is a beauty the total experience of the
1 diti<mal way," said Bonnie and Florida Priebus.
queen and owner of Won play.
I Milne Gardner, director of
derland.
Thirty-one students are
The cast and crew also
the production. "The fan
Dave Mathieu is stage will perform special
tastical 'romp' through cast in the production, in
Wonderland will be pre cluding Paula Heitman as manager; Ted McGraner, morning and afternoon
sented through the eyes of Alice, a 1980s seven-and-a- musical director; Kay Al matinees on Wednesday,
a 1980s child, putting the half-year-old, and Alycia bright, lighting designer; Nov. 9, for area elemen
action in an amusement Boyer as the White Rabbit, and Barb Teleha, produc tary school children.
park. This includes a fun Wonderland's "front-office tion coordinator. Ohio
The production, an hour
house, a caterpillar ride, person" in charge of Wesleyan associate pro
long
with no intermission,
timetables,
riles
and
pub
fessor
Glen
Vanderbilt
is
game booths, and a video
lic relations. Annice Ben designing sets and will be on the main stage
arcade.
nett and Michael Moffatt Delaware resident Debi of the Chappelear Drama
"I think an amusement
play, respectively, Tweedle Oberle is in charge of cos Center, 45 University Ave.
park is the most fantastic
The Nov. 4 and 11 perfor
dee and Tveedle dum, tumes.
world a child can create,"
mance will begin at 8 p.m.
high school boys on holiadded Gardner, an assis - day.
"I think people are going The Nov. 5 and 12 perfor
tant profession in Ohio.>
to be blown away by our mances will begin at 2 p jn.
Wesleyan's theatre and
The Mad Hatter, por production," G€U"dner said. Tickets are availsyble at the
dance
department. trayed by Clrisdna ScalAn audio description drama center's box office
"Amusement parks are a ish, is a park souvenir service will be available at or by calling 369-4431, ext.
little scary, and Lewis Car vendor spec^zing in hats. the Nov. 12 performance 361.

Children's Theatre production will have unique set'
The Otteihein Children's- has designed main stage at The Country Dinner
Theatr^lflov. 18-20 proproductions of "Ladyhouse Playhouse, and served as
duction of "Alice in Won
Blues," "My Fair Lady" designer/technical director
Players
The
derland" will be a lively
and "Amadeus.: A 2974 for
romp brimming with
Otterbein alumnus, he atre/Columbus.
All performances of
magical, musical and vi earned a master’s degree
sual treats. Professional
from The Ohio State Uni "Alice in Wonderland" will
guest director Doreen versity and is director of be in Cowan Hall on the
Dunn (who adapted the theatre
at
Upper Otterbein campus, 30 S.
Grove St., Westerville. The
script from the original Arlington High School.
Lewis Carroll novel) has
He also has worked with Nov. 18 performance will
brought Alice and com the Upper Arlington Cul be at 7:30 p.m., at 10:30
pany into the modern tural Arts Commission in a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on the
world, according to guest initiating the Upper Ar 19th and at 1:30 p.m. on
scenic designer David lington performance se the 20th. Advance tickets
Hammond—an approach ries. As a freelance de may be obtained beginning
which called for a unique signer, he has designed for Nov. 7 from the Cowan
set.
Contemporary American Hall box office, (614) 898"Doreen described a fan- Theatre Company and 1109. The box office is
open 1-4:30 p.m. weekdays
tasyland playground-type Lancaster Summer The
and for one hour prior to
of idea she had in mind— atre. He has worked as an
complete with ramps, assistant stage manager performances.
fireman’s poles, tunnels
and ladders," Hammond
said. In order to provide
Hammond claims part of
maximum activity area, he
elected to use air space
his inspiration for the pipe
structure, gridwork and
and go "up" with a threepaddle tier set came from
tiered set. "The three
levels give added ability
modern
Broadway
productions such as
for action such as toppling
"Starlight
Express,:
over a railing to another,
"Phantom of the Opera"
level or climbing, and
and "Cats." "Since 'Alice'
provide a variety of
was being brought into
locations that can be
contemporary times, I be
anywhere in Wonderland,"
lieve I was influenced
he said.

somewhat by these mod
em productions that really
open the area up for visual
action."
Greens and yellows are
the color base for most of
the set, and the magical
aura will be accomplished
with lighting effects.
"It’s something that’s
been exciting to work t
with," Hammond said.
"There was no actual set
description, and so it was
able to evolve from an
idea. As a creative artist,
it’s an expression—and I
think that's satisfying to
anyone."
Although this is Ham
mond’s first children’s
production for Otterbein,
he has worked with Otter
bein Summer Theatre fro
nine consecutive years and
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Alice brings Wonderland playground to Otterbei
Hy Nancy Gilson

Orspafch

Rf»port^r

In this production, Alice’s
Wonderland will l)e a contempo
rary playground with ramps, fire
man’s poles, tunnels and ladders.
Ottorbein Children’s Theatre’s
Alice in Wonderland will be per
formed at 7:30 p.m. Friday, at
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Saturday
and at 1:80 p.m. Sunday in Cowan
Hal4 30 S. Grove St. in Wester* Designer David Hammond will
use three levels for his scVand
actors will climb and ‘slidc"
throughout the set. Hamrtibnd
.^Ifuns inspiration for the pipe
strtwrttirfr'-g?idva)rk and paddle
tier set came from'Tievcral lavish
Hroadway productions. The show
is being directed by Doreen Duntil
This production is part of the
children’s theater series, but the
performance is appropriate for
adults as well, according to
theater spokesmen. Tickets are
available by calling 898-1109. The
1h>x office will be open one hour
before performances.
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Theater group \
presents play
The ^terbein Children’s
Theatre will present Alice in
Wonderland Nov. 18-20.
AH performances of Alice
in Wonderland will be in
Cowan Hail on the Otterbein campus, 30 S. Grove
St. The performance will be
at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 18; 10:30
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Nov. 19;
and 1:30 p.m. Nov. 20.
Advance tickets may be
obtained beginning Nov. 7
from the Cowan Hail box
office, 898-1109. The box
office is open from 1 to 4:30
p.m. wwkdays and for one
hour prior to performances.
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performances will be
in Cowan Hall on the Ottercampus, 30 S. Grove
KN?
w’
St. Performances will be at
Mentor will por- 7:30 p.m. Friday, at 10:30
nfL T
and a.m. and 1:30 p.m. SaturMcDermott of day, and at 1:30 p.m. Sun^ngwood, Fla., will star as day. For tickets call 898Alice.

Children’s The-
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OTTERbEIN CoUeGE TIiEATRE
Hurry! The Tea Party Begins Friday!

^licc iij Woijderlapd
One Weekend Only!

Friday, November IB at 7:30 pm
Saturday, November 19 at 10:30 am, 1:30 pm
Sunday, November 20 at 1:30 pm
Box Office Open 1-4:30
Tickets are $3.50 for general admission
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CALL 898-1109 TODAY FOR TICKETS

’Alice' staged
ASce struggles with the antics of a Mad Hatter, a Cheshire Cat and a strange baby in the Nov
18-20 Otterbein College Children's Theatre production of "Alice in Wonderland." Favorite
characters from Lewis CarrolPs famous novel will vibrantly and musically come to life in the
lively romp brimming with magical, visual treats. Junior Tim Deak of Brunswick will appear as
the hatter, sophomore A. Scott Best of Columbus will portray the Cheshire Cat, senior
Chuck Rosen of Mentor will portray the baby/pig and Ginger Lee McDermott of Longwood.
Fla., will star as Alice. All performances will be In Cowan Hall on the Otterbein campus 30 S
Grove St.
*

OC sets children's show
Alice listens to the purring of a Cheshire cat in the Nov.
18-20 Otterbein College Children's Theatre production of
“Alice In Wonderland.’’ Favorite characters from Lewis
Carroll’s famous novel will come to lifer In this lively romp
brimming with magical visual treats. Sophomore A. Scott
Best of Columbus will portray the Cheshire Cat and Ginger
Lee McDermott of Longwood, Fla. (granddaughter of Harold
and Esther McDermott of Westerville) will star as Alice. All
performances will be In Cowan Hall on the Otterbein Campus, 30 S. Grove St. The Nov. 18 performance will be at 7:30
p.m. It will be at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on the 19th and at
1:30 p.m. on the 20th. Advance tickets can be obtained from
the box office, 898-1109. The box office Is open from 1-4:30
j
weekdavs and for one hour prior to performences.

