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AN ENCYCLOPEDIA Of THE STATE:

H ISTORY BOTH GENERAL AND LOCAL, GEOGRAPHY WITH DESCRIPTIONS 

OF ITS COUNTIES, CITIES AND VILLAGES, ITS AGRICULTURAL,

MANUFACTURING, MINING AND BUSINESS DEVELOP-

MENT, SKETCHES OF EMINENT AND INTEREST-

ING CHARACTERS, ETC., WITH NOTES 

OF A TOUR OVER IT IN 1886.fl' 
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ILLUSTRATED BY ABOUT 700 ENGRA VINGS.

CONTRASTING THE OHIO OF 1846 WITH 1886--90. 

FROM DRAWINGS BY THE AUTHOR IN 1846 AND PHOTOGRAPHS 

SOLELY FOR IT IN 1886, 1887, 1888, 1889, AND 1890, OF 

CITIES AND CHIEF TOWNS, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

HISTORIC LOCALITIES, MONUMENTS, 

CURIOSITIES, ANTIQUITIES, 

PORTRAITS, MAPS, 

ETC.
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PREFACE 

[This is the Preface to the first edition issued in 1847, and 

printed from the old plates. ] 

INTRODUCTORY to this ,work, we state some facts of private history. 
In the year 1831, Mr. John W. Barber, of New Haven, Ct., pre­

pared a work upon that our native city, which combined history, biog­
raphy and description, ancl was illustra.ted by engravings connected 
with its rise, progres and present condition. Its success suggested to 
him the preparation of one, on a similar plan, relative to the State. 
For this object he travelled through it, from town to town, collecting 
the materials and taking sketches. After two years of industrious 
applica.tion in this, and in writing the volume, the Historical Col­
lections of Connecticut was issued, a, work which, like its successors, 
was derived from a thousand different sources, oral and published. 

As in the ordinary mode, the circulation of books through "the 
trade," is so slow in progress and limited in sale, that no merely local 
work, however meritorious, involving such an unusually heavy outlay 
of time and expense as that, will pay even the mechanical labor, it, as 
well as its successors, was circulated by travelling agents solely, who 
thoroughly canvassed the state, until it found its way into thousands 
of families in all ranks and conditions,-in the retired farm-house 
equally with the more accessible city mansions. 

That book, so novel in its character, was receieved with great favor, 
and highly commended by the public press and the leading minds 
of the state. It is true, it did not aspire to high literary merit :--the 
dignified style,-the generalization of facts,-tbe philosophieal deduc­
tions of regular history were not there. On the contrary, not the 
least of its merits wa·s its simplicity of style, its fullnes of detail, in­
troducing minor, but interesting incidents, the other, in "its stately 
march," could not step aside to notice, ancl in avoiding that philosophy 
which only the scholastic can comprehend. It seemed, in its variety, 
to have something adapted to all ages, classes and tastes, and the un­
learned reader, if he did not stop to peruse the volume, at least, in 
many instances could derive gratification from the pictorial represen­
tation of his native village,-of perhaps the very dwelling in which 
he first drew breath, and around which entwined early and cherished 
associations. The book, therefore, reached MORE MINDS, and has been 
more extensively read, than any regular state history ever issued; thus 
adding another to the many examples often seen, of the proJuctions 
of industry and tact, proving of a more extended utility than those 
emanating from profound scholastic acquirements. 

This publication became the pioneer of others: a complete list of 
all, with the dates of their issue, follows: 
1836. THE HIST.COLL.OF CONNECTICUT; by John W. Barber. 
1839. " " MASSACHUSETTS; John W. Barber. 
1841. "" NEW YORK; "J.W.BarberandH.Howe 
1843. " « PENNSYLVANIA: " Sherman Day. 
1844. " " NEW JERSEY; "J.W.BarberandH.Howe 
1845. " " VIRGINIA; " Henry Howe. 
1847. ~• « OHIO; " Henry Howe. 
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