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Laughter, tears, love, 
music and drama

Ohio Premiere Comedy

THE MUSICAL 
COMEDY MURDERS 
OF 1940
by John Bishop 
directed by Dennis Romer

October 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15*
(High School performance Oct. 12 at 10 a.m.)
This Ohio premiere, which enjoyed a long and 
critically hailed run both on and off-Broadway, 
promises to be an ingenious and wildly comic 
evening of non-stop laughter as the creative 
team of a new Broadway show assemble to 
untangle the mystery of the "Stage Door 
Slasher." The would-be producers meet at the 
estate of a wealthy "angel" to audition their 
work and soon bodies start to drop in plain 
sight and accusing fingers point in all 
directions. A bumbling police inspector solves 
the mystery in the nick of time but not before 
the audience has been treated to a side-splitting 
good time. ".. .a kind of crossbreeding of 
Charles Ludlam (The Mystery of Irma Vep') 
and Terrence McNally ('It's Only a Play') 
seasoned with a soupcon of 'Noises Off "—Mel 
Gussow, N.Y. Times. "MURDERS is the 
intelligent person's kind of nonsense."—John 
Simon, New York Magazine.

A Moving American Musical

QUILTERS
Book by Molly Newman and Barbara Damashek 
Music and lyrics by Barbara Damashek 
directed by Pamela Hill

January 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 
February 1, 2, 3, 4, 5*
A joyous and moving celebration of American 
womanhood. "Quitters" became a record-setting 
regional theatre success and a Broadway Tony 
Award nominee. Combining music, dance 
movement and scenes of vivid dramatic 
intensity, the play pays eloquent tribute to the 
courage and spirit of our nation's pioneer 
woman. The women hold their dignity in the 
face of illness, childbirth and cruel weather by 
working on their quilts. Out of old letters and 
diaries, as well as recollections of aged 
pioneers still living, comes a ritual play which 
moves affectingly through a variety of touching 
incidents. The play embodies that sense of the 
American spirit which projects a feeling of the 
ability of youth and optimism to overcome all 
odds. "Quilters" is a thing of beauty, comfort 
and joy! Go—Wrap yourself up in it!"—Marilyn 
Stasio, N. Y. Post.

^Opening night performances are at 7:30 p.m.; 
Sunday matinees are at 2:00 p.m. Ail other 
performances begin at 8:00 p.m. Otterbein 
College Theatre reserves the right to make 
changes or substitutions should production 
rights or other problems arise with any of 
the listed plays.

Front cover:
Chorus Line (1987-88} "Otterbein College's 
Departments of Music and Theatre and Dance in their 
attendance breaking spring musical production.

1988-89 Season
Classic Love Story

ROMEO AND JULIET
by William Shakespeare 
directed by Dennis Romer

March 8, 9, 10, 11, 12*
(High School performances March 7and 9 at 10 a.m.j
Shakespeare's timeless story of the 
"star-cross'd lovers" is often called the greatest 
love story of all time and ranks second only to 
"Hamlet" among his popular plays. Seldom, if 
ever, in stage history has so much action been 
packed into the telling of a tender love story as 
is done in this tale of the squabbling 
Montagues and Capulets. "Romeo and Juliet" 
centers on a young couple falling rapturously 
in love and consummating their love despite 
the sternest of parental vetoes. Shakespeare's 
adventurous plot recounts the sudden love of 
Romeo for Juliet, their secret marriage,
Romeo's banishment for killing the bride's 
cousin, and the tragic tryst at Juliet's tomb less 
than a week after the lovers' meeting, when 
Romeo takes his life in the belief that his 
beloved is really dead. One of Shakespeare's 
earliest plays, "Romeo and Juliet" was first 
produced about 1593, and its popularity has 
been continuous for nearly 400 years.

A Musical Thriller

SWEENEY TODD - 
The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim 
Book by Hugh Wheeler 
Based on a version of "Sweeney Todd" by 

Christopher Bond 
Guest director to be announced

May 3, 4, 5, 6, 7*
(High School performance May 2 at 10 a.m.)
As Clive Barnes put it in the New York Post, 
"Sweeney Todd" is "not your ordinary little 
musical." It is musical theatre at its greatest: a 
powerful, bloody tale of vengeance, madness 
and murder...a Brechtian entertainment about 
the poor wronged by the wealthy... and a 
grotesquely funny comedy rife with irony. The 
legend of Sweeney Todd has been part of English 
lore for two centuries with the mad barber being 
the subject of at least seven stage plays and the vil
lain of many a child's nighttime story. Composer- 
lyricist Stephen Sondheim, who has such hits to 
his credit as "West Side Story," and "Gypsy," and 
novelist and playwright Hugh Wheeler have 
based their musical on Christoper Bond's rad
ically political "Sweeney Todd," performed in 
London in 1973. Investing an old folktale with both 
brilliant comedy and moral depth, Sondheim and 
Wheeler have created "a genuine folk-opera" 
(Clive Barnes)—and "a striking artistic 
achievement" (Edwin Wilson,
The Wall 
Street Journal}.

"The ensemble cast 
delivers every feeling— 

anger, regret and final 
acceptance..."

—Michael Grossberg,
The Columbus Dispatch

Kevin Carty in a scene from Brighton Beach Memoirs 
(1987-88).
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THEATRE ENDOWMENT FUND
Did you know that students from all over the country 

audition to be selected for entry into the nationally 
recognized professional theatre training program^ at' 
Otterbein? That theatre faculty attend national theatre 
conferences and go to major cities to audition such 
students? That most quality programs offer talent grants to 
talented students? That our competition is some of the 
most prestigious institutions nationally?

Chances are that most of you are not aware of the highly 
competitive nature of theatre recruitment, but I can 
probably help you understand this by comparing it with the 
competition for securing athletes for major schools. How do 
we do it? By offering a quality professional training program 
within the framework of a liberal arts college, by providing^ numerous performance opportunities, by offering

professional theatre internships in major regional theatres 
and with casting directors in New York City, and by 
providing a network of affiliation with more than 100 
graduates who are active in professional theatre-TV-film.

We also do it by offering talent grants to students that 
are competitive with offers from other schools, thus 
making it possible for them to choose Otterbein. And this 
is where we need your help!

Last year we established a Theatre Endowment goal of 
$250,000, and we have already received nearly $90,000 in 
pledges and gifts. Many persons plan to pay pledges over a 
three-year period. We invite you to participate in this program 
that will assure quality students and quality theatre productions. 
We are pleased to recognize the following categories of giving:

Angel Gifts of $25,000 or more
Producer Gifts of $10,000 or more
Sponsor Gifts of $5,000 or more
Director Gifts of $1,000 or more
Patron Gifts of $500 or more
Friend Gifts of up to $500

We invite you to complete the form below and join us
in reaching the $250,000 goal. Every gift or pledge, 
regardless of size, is needed and will be appreciated by 
students now and in the future.

I (We) are pleased to pledge $_ . to the Otterbein
College Theatre Endowment, and plan to pay my (our) 
pledge in 1, 2, 3 or___________(other) payments.

Please print
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
City, State, Zip 

Phone______ _ Signature.
Please Mail to: Otterbein Theatre Endowment, 

Howard House, Westerville, OH 43081 
Phone (614) 898-1305

Otterbein College 
Dance Concert 
(1987-88)

"This top-notch college 
production displays the 
strengths that the film [A 
Chorus Line] slighted. 
Thanks to fine ensemble 
work by a superior cast,"
I shivered again at the 
glittering theatricality of 
30 Broadway 'gypsies' 
lining up onstage..."

—Michael Grossberg, 
The Columbus Dispatch

Easy to Reach Free Parking

Cut out and Mail to Otterbein College Theatre, Westerville, Ohio 43081--

1988-89 Season Ticket Order Form

Individual Ticket Prices 
See 5 Shows for the Price of 4!

Option 2 
Tues.AVed./

MUSICAL COMEDY MURDERS OF 1940 
QUILTERS
ROMEO AND JULIET 
SWEENEY TODD 
CHILDREN OF A LESSER GOD

Option 1 
Fri.-Sat.

$8.00
$8.50
$8.00
$9.50
$8.00

Thurs./Sun.
$7.00
$7.50
$7.00
$8.50
$7.00

Single Total $42.00 $37.00

Season Ticket Cost $34.00 $28.00

See 5 Shows For the Price of 4!
Dance Concert Bonus Event

Circle desired first choice date for each play and UNDERLINE your second choice in 
case the first is not available.

Tues. Wed.
MURDERS

QUILTERS

ROMEO & JULIET 
SWEENEY TODD 
CHILDREN

Oct.

Jan./Feb.

Mar.
May

May/June

31
25

1
8
3

24
31

Thurs.
6

13
26

2
9
4

25
1

Fri.
7

14
27

3
10
5

26
2

Sat.
8

15
28

4
11
6

27
3

Sun.
9

29
5

12
7

28
4

All performances are in Cowan Hall except for QUILTERS and CHILDREN which are in the Campus 
Center Theatre. Cowan Hall seats 700 on the main floor. CC Theatre seats 259. Performance times: 
Opening night, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday matinee, 2:00 p.m. All other performances, 8:00 p.m.

I wish to order___________ Option 1 season tickets at $34.00 each
I wish to order___________ Option 2 season tickets at $28.00 each

Enclose one dollar ($1.00) for Postage/Handling
Total enclosed

YOUR TICKETS WILL BE MAILED TO YOU THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 26, 1988.

Make check payable to Otterbein College Theatre or charge to:
MasterCard #_____________________ Exp. Date______________or Visa# —-------------------- Exp. Date______________
Name________________________________________.Signature (for charge card)  _____________________________________
Street__________________________________ ____________________City---------------State______________ Zip Code____________

n YesPhone (Home)_____________ (Work)______________ Please send additional information about Theatre Endowmentj^
I am a new subscriber □ Yes □ No I am a former summer/winter season subscriber (circle one)

All Sales Are Final—Ticket requests will be filled in the order that they arrive at the box office.

$________________

$________________
$1.00

$________________



■ Save 19-25% 
Subscribe now!

■ See 5 shows for 
the price of 4!

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (1987-88) "[Lisa 
Davidson's] sympathetic maturity lent greater 
emotional weight to Brodie's battle for survival 
against a conservative establishment. ..[Meg] 
Williamson is impressive... her vengeful portrayal 
is etched in acid."

—Michael Grossberg,
The Columbus Dispatch

ROBIN HOOD broke all Otterbein Children's 
Theatre attendance records during its lively and 
entertaining production (1987-88).

Otterbein College Theatre 
Westerville, Ohio 43081
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