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' much to the part our men have taken in inter
collegiate _sports, and the students should be 
encouraged to take active part in them. We 
wish other schools to know that we are living, 
and as able to do our part in athletics as well as 
in literary work and study. 

0. U. WAS well represented at the Detroit 
Missionary Convention as will c.ppear by the 
account printed in another column. While the 
various other religious organizations of the col
lege are well cared for by the students, the mis
sionary cause is not neglected. 

�~� \. Volunteer Band of earnest workers is well 

We trust the alumni of this institution will im
prove the opportunity to say a kind word for 
the old school, thus afforded, and further that 
they will have something substantial to back 
their words and make them effective. 

In the same issue.of The Telescope, Mrs. D. 
L. 'Rike has an article addressed to ''The Men 
and Women of the Co-operative Conferences of 

j Otterbein University," which is a very strong 
; appeal in behalf of 0. U . 
j The question at the close of the article is well 
i put when she asks : " If we deliberately let 
i this mother of all our education die, what are 
\ our prospects for usefulness as a denomination 
1 in these co-operating conferences? Shall we 
: send the boys to the colleges of other denomi
l natious-good for their work as is ours for 
; what we have to do-and expect them to come 
' enthusiastically to Union Biblical Seminary, 
• and from there to our pulpits? Now honestly, 
would you advise a bright boy to prepare him

the strength that the missionary work of the , self for the ministry in a church that had no 
church rec€ives from Otterbein. ,college-a church which had tried to have one 

organized, and is no doubt keeping the interest 
of missions more thoroughly before the minds 
of the students than is done in any other school 
of the church . . Considering those· who have 
already been sent into foreign fields from here, 
and the numbers that are now being trained 
for _that work, it would be difficult to estimate 

It should be, and no doubt is, a source of :for forty -seven years and then failed?" 
much. joy tn the church at large, to note the , 
progress made in every good movement at her ; PRoF. JoHN B DEMOTTE's lecture given here 
oldest institution of learning. This should ap- ;on the evening of March 1oth was one of great 
peal strongly to her sense of dependence upon ,interest and profit. Its subject, ''Character 
that institution for vigorous, earnest, conse- :Building," is a theme that cannot receive too 
crated workers in her various fi elds of labor. .much attention in an institution of learning. 
This fact alone, if well considered, should serve 'unfortunately students are so often absorbed in 
as a stimulus to action on the part of the church the pursuit of intellectual culture, that circum
to remove the present burden of debt. The 'stances are allowed to shape their characters. 
church should be as �c�o�n�~�e�c�r�a�t�e�d� to the cause of 'They think a cultivated mind will insure moral 
the school to which she looks for recruits, as excellence. There are those also, who go fur
the young men and women are to her interests. ther than this. They imagi ne it is a student's 
Let there be an equal loyalty . prerogative to be reckless and to indulge in dis-

sipation . to some extent. Indeed the tendency 
is very great to siacken the moral reins, as the 
intellect is brought under more vigorous disci
pline. There is a desire for relaxation, which 
comes very naturally and properly to students; 
but the relaxing process often fails to stop short 
of dissipation. The sowing of ''wild oats" _comes 
to be looked upon as essential to symmetrical de
velopment. Personal knowledge of vice and the 
ways of �t�h�~� vicious are deemed a means of broad-

TH E Religious Telescope now devotes an en
tire column each week to the interests of Otter
bein University. It is conducted by M r. S. E. 
Kumler, and is open to the contributions of all 
interested in the college who may have w me
thing to say in respect to its prospects or man. 
agement. 

W. ]. Shuey was the fir st contributor and his 
article is reprinted in this number of the lEGIS. 
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ening live$ and making men useful in the world ; 
but surely the earnest words and forcible argu ~ 

ments of the lecturer exposed the deceitfulness of 
these ideas. Doubtless not a young man went 
out from the speaker's presence but was con
vinced of the awful risks involved in indulging 

· evil tendencies. 
Any one upon reflection will see the neces

sity of self-cultivation of character. Without it 
no man is a true man and symmetrical develop
ment is impossible. The full consciousness of 
latent power and the assurance of mature man
hood can be brought about only through this 
self-training coupled with cultivation of the in
tellect. 

SKEPTICISM IN THE STUDENT. 

BY N()LAN R. BEST, '92. 

There are certainly very few Christian stu
dents, especially of those who were already con- · 
verted men at their entrance into school, who do 
not experience, at some time during the course ' 
of their studies, a disquieting period of religious 
doubt. It is not very surprising, I suppose, 
that this is so. With the average man his in
troduction into college atmosphere is an epoch, 
the genesis hour of his thinking. Oblivious of 
limitations, he thinks about everything that 
attracts him. Naturally enough, he thinks 
about his religion. But he is not long in dis
covering that, as far as his apprehension of it 
goes, religion is a sadly unthinkable thing. 
Christianity with him has been chiefly a matter 
of emotion; such instruction upon its intellect
ual side as he has had, has been fed to him in 
scraps at random. Thinking through his un
derstanding of the Christian system would be . 
like promenading on the crest of a mountain 
range. Once he realizes it, no college man 
could be satisfied with such a state of affairs. 
In his faith he must supply knowledge. A 
time of re -adjustment ensues, when the soul . 
struggles to match to the life within a fai th
worthy belief without. It becomes a time of 
uncertainty and often of wi ld veer~ng hither and 

thither. In such condition the mind lies open 
to the inroads of outlandish theories, and de
mons that have been cast out of all sound brains 
elsewhere hurry up from the waterless places of 
their wanderings gleeful of the opportunity to 
dance high carnival in the tortured thoughts of 
a soul that has not yet learned the precious 
secrets of their exorcism. 

Of course, experiences of this sort are dan
gerous in that tb ey involve the possibility ·of 
infinitely disastrous results. But practically 
they are not so very alarmin g, for a youn g man 
of ordinary ·sense usually comes through the 
attack without injury. ·I t is much like the 
measle; , which eve1y child is expected to have, 
and which· may be followed by the saddest con
sequences, yet generally leave no seriou,s sequel. 
The mental disorder, like the bodily, cannot 
well be arrested , but must run its course. The 
most the patient needs, in either case, is wise 
nursing to bring him to the crises of his .malady 
under favorable conditions. But whereas the 
child-sufferer is cared for, the young man ill of 
skepticism is left to take care of himself. He 
must be his own hygienist. It is in a spirit of 
much fellow fe eling with the skeptical student, 
as one who has himself been through some 
severe seasons oi doubt, that I set down here a 
few things wh\ch I think a college man should 
keep steadily in mind if he wishes to conserve 
his moral hea lth under the infection of the un
belief bacilli . 

I. First of all , he must remember that he 
is a man with a disease. The normal state for 
everyone is to ' 'be fully persuaded in h is own 
mind," - no t shu t up agai'nst possible correction 
of his views, but calmly assured in posses
sion of the truth . Unrest is unhealth. So long 
as a youn g man sees this , I count him compara
tively safe. But if he takes the first motion of 
disbelief within h im as a token of budding 
genius. alas for hi m ! And ·if from thinking 
thus, he pas,ses to bo:ast ing openly of being 
liberal and progressive in h is ideas, he is already 
on the h igh road to at least in tellectual perdi 
tion. Far from being a ca use of complacency, 
i t ought to be a matter of · regret to find one 's 
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self becoming unsettled. Though one should 
suffer with fortitude, he should anticipate gladly 
the restoration of his confidence in the essen
tials of his earlier faith. There is no credit in 
being a doubter; discredit only when the 
doubter loves his doubt. It is a grand thing 
trvly to be liberal-q~inG}ed, but a ~ill~ thing to 
!;>low a tn,1q~pet of lil;>eralis~ before yo~r ;face. ; 

2. Let every q~an mal:<e up his mind to be ; 
honest. Let him be honest with his doubts. 
There is no good in suppressing them ; the 
eruption had better come out. Equivocate 
nothing; shirk nothing. Force conviction no
where. But be honest, too, with the truth. 
Set no barrier against it. Remember that in 
moral matters credence must be yielded on the 
strength of evidence; demonstration cannot be 
expected outside of mathematics. Be assured 
that, though there is nothing unreasonable in 
God's universe, there are enough things beyond 
reason. Recognize fairly every hiatus in your 
knowledge, and draw no ironclad conclusi9n 
from partial information. The missing facts 

• may change the whole aspect of a case. 
3· Cultivate a supreme love for the truth. 

Hate error abstractly and concretely. Truth is 
more precious than jewels. To find it is worth 
a lifetime search through all creation. Havt: a 
passion in its pursuit. But beware lest uncon
sciously in your mind this subiime sentiment is 
vitiated by a prejudice toward the popular idea, 
the heretical idea, . the vanity-feeding idea, or 
perhaps the original, home-made idea. This 
form of temptation is so insidious that it de
ceives even the elect. It is damning. Coun
teract it with reflections on the beauty and the 
saving power of the truth unalloyed. I care 
not with what dangers life or death besets the 
soul; if you can walk close with the eternal 
verities, you are safe. 

4· Fix it in your mind that as between the 
new and the old, special considerations apart, 
the chances are the old is the more nearly true. 
The. body of belief held now by the enlightened 
masse5 is the result of the sifting processes of 
centuries,-of the survival of the fittest in the 
evolution of thought. Thinking is not a new 

art, nor devotion to truth a modern .virtue. 
The conclusions of a race are not to be lightly 
discarded. Of course the world grows, but not 
so suddenty nor so fast as .tl:te mushrooms say._ 
Humanity progresses by the correction of its 
beliefs:; revolutions of faith are infrequent. I 
am n.ot say,ing that receqt theq):"ies ~r,e to ·be 
S\!mmar.,ily r~ected, hut .trying t<!> point out 
how foolish it is to conceive a craze for up-to
date notions. 

5· I wish every student who is conscious of 
skeptical tendencies would inscribe in the hol
low of his hand the wise man's admonition : 
''Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of 
it are the issues of life." When the under
standi_ng is seized with uncertainty, it behooves 
him to cherish every uplifting emotion, that the 
soul's instincts may serve it where judgment 
and reason fail. When the¢helmsman grows 
djzzy, lash the wheel fast. When God is veiled 
from your sight, press close enough to feel him. 
Cultivate your religious experience the more 
earnestly. Keep up conscientiously your spir
itual habits. Pray much,-most desperately 
when you feel least like it. Study your Bible 
earnestly and long. Never mind what you 
think about it; think anything you must, but 
don't give it up. Attend church punctually. 
Be clean in your life,-more scrupulous than 
ever before. Watch for chances to be helpful. 
Make a manly effort to get some fellow to re" 
ceive Jesus ChrisL Seek association with ma
turer men whose lives adorn a steadiast profes
sion. Shun everything that depresses your 
moral standards; it is assuredly of error. Truth 
is good and makes good. 

6. , Keep your mouth shut. Don't be be
trayed into the defense of any unproved theory; 
much less 1111dertake a propaganda in its behalf. 
To retail the cheap and crude impressions of a 
half-grown brain is to spread abroad willfully 
the contagicn of one's own disease. Don't cut 
your neighbor loose from his moorings. He 
will likely go adrift soon enough. Share your 
inner debates only with friends who are able to 
help you into assurance. And of these count 
your God the chief and best. 
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7· Don't get nervous. Darkness and con
fusion may last long; but there is no benefit in 
indulging anxiety and impatience. In gepel'al, 
attempts to hasten the solution of diffic~.tties 
are unprofitable. Questions whose deeisim'l, .as 
you feel, would directly in·fluence to-mor:r:ow's 
conduct, should doubtless be prayerfully and 
cautiously worked out to the earliest poss1ble 
answer. As for others of more general nature, 
let time and life resolve them. You can afford . 
to wait and go on living calmly the while: "In 
your patience, ye shall win your souls." Keep 

·your windows open to all the light; welcome 
all God's messengers. Don't get in the way of 
God's workings for you. Don't tie your.doubts 
fast to yourself. Make more of what you do 
believe than of what you don't beHeve. As 
sure as you are true to the truth and God, God 
and the truth will be true to you . . Some day 
you will feel the rock once more under your 
feet and look up to see the sky unclouded over- , 
head. Your faith may not be quite the same 
faith you had before, but it will still he centered 
on the knowledge of God, our Father, and Jesus 
Christ, his Son, our Savior. 

4 BICYCLE TOUR THROUGH KURO-P'I!: 

BY F. H. RIKE, CLASS '88. 

No. VI. 

Arriving at the hotel, our first care was to 
send for our trunk. \\"e waited for it the whole 
afternoon, but much to our chagrin and disap
pointment the "commissionaire" brought word 
that the trunk was not in Paris. Here' was a 
dilemma, for our bicycle suits were almost in 
rags and our whole outfit bore many sjgns of 
long- and hard usage. That evening when Ne 

walked into the dining-room where probably 
two hundred ladies and gentlemen in evening 
dress were assembled for Tabled' bote dinner, 
we created quite a sensation and I am afHid we 
were taken for tramps. After dinner we w<~lked 
through some of the prominent boulevards of 
Paris but decided that we must see the French 
Metropolis in "citi2;en's clothing," and ~am~ to 

the c·onclusion that if our trunk did not arrive 
by morning we should start for Antwerp by 
wheel for there we knew our London-made 
suits awaited an airing. Accordingly the next 
morning we rode to the Gare du Nord and took 
a tra.in to a small town twenty miles out of 
Paris to escape the cobbles and rough roads in 
the suburbs of the city. We found however 
that the international road from Paris to Brus
sels is paved with cobbles the whole way and 
that to escape them we should have to go in a 
more roundabout way and take by-roads; in so 
doirig we had good roads and fine cycling. 
That afternoon we had a splendid ride through 

. the immense forest that surrounds Compiegne. 
It is a forest hfty-Rine miles in circumference 
and is intersected in every direction by magnif
i-cent roads. Compiegne is a very interesting 
pla.ce historically for here is a fine, old castle 
with magnificent grounds) the favorite summer 
resort of the French monarchs. The furnish~ . 
ings of the castle are elegant and costly, giving 
a slight conception of the extravagance and self· 
ish vanity of its former pleasure-loving inhabi~ 

tants. An old bridge in Compiegne marks the 
place where Joan of Arc was captured and a 
monument to her memory has been erected in 
the city square. We stop red at the Hotel de 
la Cloche and it happened that an English lady 
and daughters were making arrangements for 
rooms when we arrived. On a visit to Com
piegne about a year before, the Prince of Wales 
had stopped at the same hotel, and the English 
woman finding this to be true, on the same 
principle as, "Let me grasp the hand that 
grasped Sullivan's," insisted on being quartered 
in the very room that had sheltered royalty. 

. The landlc.dy refusing we were treated to a reg
ular scene. 

Our journey the next day took us through 
Metz and Cambric and · that night we stopped 
in Valenciennes. This country was the scene 
of the bloodiest battles of the Franco Pruss ian 
war in 1870 and often fortifications or a marble 
column marked the spot where French or Ger
mans had made a rally. All the towns were 
fortified very extensively, having usually · three 


