
Dry Falls
W A S H I N G T O N

The ice dam that held back Glacial Lake Missoula formed and broke dozens of times during the last Ice Age some 12,000 to 15,000 years ago. Each time the dam broke, water, ice, sediment and 
boulders (some as big as houses) raced out over Western Montana, Northern Idaho, Eastern and Central Washington and Northern Oregon at speeds approaching 80 mph and in some places 1250 
feet deep. Glacial Lake Missoula held more water than Lake Erie and Lake Ontario combined and drained in just 48 hours when the ice dam broke. Dry Falls in Central Washington is one of many 
scars left on the landscape from those catastrophic events. During the run-off, Dry Falls was five times the size of Niagara and moved more water than all of today’s rivers around the World combined. 

Standing at this viewpoint and imagining this epic event is beyond humbling.

“Eventually, all things merge into one, and a river runs through it. The river was cut by the world's great flood and runs over rocks from the basement of time. 
On some of those rocks are timeless raindrops. Under the rocks are the words, and some of the words are theirs. I am haunted by waters.” 

-Norman Maclean
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