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THE OTTERBEIN RECORD. 

FINEST THAT ART AND MONEY CAN PRODUCE. 
No dodge or trick to bring you in and offer you an inferior picture on a pretense of a re­

duction on former rates. 

COLUMBUS' POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHER-
$3 Has but one price on the best, and the price now is but $3 a dozen. ~o $3 

more, no less, Larger sizes in proportion. Remember, the finest Cabinets 
J0r $3 per dozen. Ii3 1 r75 and r77 N.H. St. Special inducements to students. Telephone . 

. �~� �~� :!ff :§;);;z.Cln. . 
�~� .,crna;"" _,;,;:: 

A:-ll 

�~� I'll \"SI("!.\'-. 

STUDENTS. 
GO TO 

M. P. Holrries, 
Oposite TOlrn Hall for your 

CO.AL_ 
We keep al] kinds of coal at the lo\\'est 

prices . 
. ·-----------

ISAAC GRUBB, 

MERGHANT TAILOR! 
WESTER VILLE, OHIO. 

Keeps constantly on hand a w;ll-sclecte,l •l•H·k uf 

Cloths. Qassim.@!l;"Q~ 
A=.d. Si;:i.itin.g"3. 

Special attention pi.id to 

A COMPLETE STOCK OF 

TEX'r BOOKS. 

STANDARD BOOKS. 

Staple and Fancy Stationery 
AT THE LOWEST PRICES. 

GEO. H. T\VISS, 
Successor to Gm. \\". (;LEASO:\, 

C9 ~outh High Street, COLUI'.:.~CG. 0. 

DE.YTJSTR J' .1 SPECIAJ,T I' 

I. N- CUSTER-
CUTTING, TRIMMING & MAKINO l\[\l{Kl E\ Br.oci-.:, \\"1•:sTEHULI.E, 0. 
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' NEJJ(;JOX .lXD LE.-1RXJXC. 

II\" W. COOPEI{, '85. 

I they were ruled by their inordinate desires­
and at last debauchery, licentiousness and in­
temperance destroyed them, and their glory 

Thero;: are no two \\"ords so closely is sung as a thing of the past. 
connected as these two, which cover a I \Ve come to the Dark Ages: religion and 
greater scope, include more concerning the learning pass through this terrible crisis hand 
welfare of man, or have played a greater in hand. \Vhere we found one we found the 
part in the progress of the human race. I other. The monks of those times were re­
They have gone hand in hand. \\'here quired to be educated, and by this means the 
one has gone forward without the other, it is two kept side by side-one a support for the 
only to retrograde and again make the ascent other. Both were preserved by the untiring 
together. Learning reached great heights energy of the clergy, and but for their almost 
during the existence of the Grecian and Ro- miraculous interposition, religion and learn­
man emi1ires \\'c have the poetical works ing would have been almos~ entirely wiped 
of men \\·ho wrote during that time. They out, and the hum::rn race would have retro­
arc still the wonder of the world. ;\Ten have graded again into barb:i.rism. In these 
tried to surpass them, but they still remain monasteries were kept the works of the 
tcrn-ering abO\·e the literature of to-day. The Grecian and Roman writers. The Bible, the 
historians arc equally educated and equally Book of books, was preserved in them, and in 
noted. \\'here else do we find such vivid them alone. The monks reaJ and studied 
descriptions of warfare and gener,d topics and 
events pertaining to the interest of the 
public? 

The study' of the classic,-, embraces more 
time than the study of any other branch. \\'e 
are told th:i.t without a knowledge of these 
ancient writers and their books we cannot be­
come r.iolished scholar-;. Yet, notwithstand­
ing all this, Greece and Rome arc things of 
the past, and arc only remembered by their 
literature. Take a,,ay the literature of (;n..:ece 
and Rome, and you ,,·ill rob them of their 
beaut:· and attracti,·eness. Learning flour· 
ished in those times, but religion \\'as of the 
b,1ser ·kind They knew not the true Go<l ; 
the~ ~klvecl in the depths ()f ,,·ickcdnc.:ss: 

the books in their possession, well under­
standing the responsibility which rested upon 
them. During the thousand years which are 
termed the '' Dark Ages," we have scarcely 
any authors of note outside of the monas· 
teries. 

\\'hen these two forces had been confined 
in their narrow dwelling place as long as two 
powerful clements, e:i.ch assisting the oth-~r. 
might be controlled, they burst forth from 
their narrow cell-. and spread o,·er the world, 
as the water of a mighty reservoir, \Yhen it 
has bursted its banks, m·erflows the country 
bdow and sweeps e\·crything before it _ Tht: 
.outgrowth of the co-operation of these two 
pm\'ers ,,·as thl' Pdormatirin. Luther came 
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from one of these m.)nasteries just as the and the French being a people energetic, 
world was emerging from the Dark Ages and I impulsive, and susceptable of influence, 
was calling- for men of power and energy. In were soon delving in the depths of 
him we find the happy blending of a massive luxury and sin. Christians were punished by 
.and cultured intellect, with the finer sensibili- all conceivable means. France was thrown 
ties, and, above all, with a true Christian in a state of confusion, and it seemed for a 
spmt. ·without the high culture of both in- while, was destined to destruction. She has 
tellectual and spiritual faculties, he would not yet recover~d from that blow. Her peo­
never have been able to accomplish his great pie suffered morally, and it will be years be­
undertakings. It was a momentous question. fore she reaches her former standing_ 
He well understood that he risked life and all It has been the great work of some men, 
that was dear to him, for the cause which he for ages, to show that religion and learning 
espoused. \Vithout his massive intellect, he do not harmonize, but that they conflict_ 
could never have coped with the powers of Some have tried to prove that science dis­
Rome, or been ab!e t0 show the error of their proves religion. They claim that the testi­
ways, and secured their help; without his mony of science is conclusive; hence, we 
high spiritual culture, he would never have must admit that religion is false. Some have 
undertaken such a project. His courage bent their every energy to this purpose. 
would have failed him, without divine as- They have sought by every means to over­
sistance. throw religion. They forget th.at if it were 

England is the most powerful nation on the not for religion the world would be in a de­
globe. She has existed for nine centuries. praved s~ate., and would be at the mercy of 
She has risen from a weak and petty nation the most malignant passions. The attempts 
of the isles to a great power, whose territory to show wherein there is a conflict between 
may be found dotted over almost the entire religion and learning have been fruitless. 
globe. No other country has such exten- On the other hand, one proves and sustains 
sive territory in the two continents. Her the other. The Bible leads to many discov­
rule is a blending of the spiritual and intellec- eries, and corroborates many to which it docs 
tual. Her fate seemed doubtful during the not lead. Science has done much to explain 
contest between the Protestant and Catholic the secret truths of the Bible. Had it not 
churches. The true religion prevailes, and been for science, there is much in the Bible 
her prosperity was secured. Religion and that would not be understood, and much that 
learning advanced together. Hers has been would appear erroneous. One is a support 
a steady progress ever since. True, she to the other. One assists the other, anJ 
has had misfortunes; yet she overcame them when one falls, so must the other. 
.all, and was only so much the stronger after It would be impossible to estimate the 
the contest. effect of each separately. They have been 

During the eighteenth century, France was so closely connected that their effects have 
overrun with pernicious literature. Voltaire blended in one grand ~cheme, and must be 
lived during this time, and his every energy attributed to both. \Ve can sec their effects 
seemed to be directed to the overthrow of/ if we will but look around. When man was 
religion. He said: "Twelve men estab- first placed in this world, he was ignorant and 
lished the Christian religion; I will had only natural religion to guide him. To­
show that one may tear it down." His day we see man raised from a barbarous to a 
writings were dic;tributed over the country, civilized condition. He no longer believes 
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in witchcraft and superstition. These have tion for this work; he spent several years in 
been driven away, and to-day man stands as Europe. returning to America'in-1829. Soon 
an example of the mighty effects of these two there came from his pen a volume of travels, 
forces. Whatever he is, or hopes to be, he written in a mellow, beautiful style, and 
must attribute his success largely to religion abounding with fine discriptive passages. 
and learning. They, alone, are destined to vVhile reading his pages one can almost im-
rule the world. . magine himself under the soft Italian sky, 

* * * 1 walking the streets of some old Spanish 

LONGFELLOW. town, or gathering rich clusters from some 
I French vinycard. 

BY B. F. D., 'SS. · After returning to America, Mr. Longfel-
The character of Longfellow is one of re- low entered·vigorously upon his work. As 

markable interest. His pure moral character an instructor, he \Vas exceedingly popular. 
:and his poetic ability render him almost with- In his intercourse with students, he was 
out a peer among the literary men of Amer- simple, frank and obliging. Although he 
ica. The early life of the poet was sur- did not seek popularity, it nevertheless came, 
.rounded by a · stern Puritan element. This and, before thirty years of age, he was chosen 
may account, in some degree, for the moral to a professorship in Harvc>rd college. Once 
grandeur of his life. agai 11 he returned to Europe to prosecute his 
. As in the case of Whittier and Bryant, so, \studies. Now, however, he was accompanied 

~lso, _in the case of Lo~gfellow, we may search by one familiarly known as Mrs: Longfell~w. 
m vam for the corruptmg. The poet was edu-

1
This lady died soon after leavrng America. 

cated at Bowdoin. In his classes he was Her death led to his writing '' The Foot­
associated with Abbott, Cheever and Haw- steps of Angels," a poem universally admired 
thorne, men who have left their impress upon for its delicacy and tender expression. Who 
American thought. According to the ac- can read, without being inspired to a purer 
count given by one of his classmales, "Long- life, the lines: · 
fellow gave diligent heed to all the prescribed 
course, while his enthusiasm moved in the 
-direction which it has taken in subsequent 
life. His themes and felicitous translations 1 

of Horace drew marked attention to him, and 
led to the expectation that his would be an 
honorable career." \,Vhile yet in school, ' 
Longfellow sent numerous productions to the 
press. His first efforts were well received by' 
the public. In this respect he differed from 

"When the l1ot1rs of day are numbered, 
And the voices of the night 

Wake the better sot1\ that Elumbered 
To a holy, c-alm delight: 

""Ere the eveuing lamps are lighted, 
And, like phantoms grim and tall, 

Shadows from the fitfnl firelight 
Dance upoll the parlor wall ; 

"Then the forms of the departed 
Enter at the chamher door." 

his classmate, Hawthorne, who received. After such a description of these visitants 
many of his communications back from the' that we can almost see the glistning of angel 
editors. robes, and hear the· murmur of sofr Wings, he 

Shortly after his graduation, Mr. Long- breaks out with the lines: 
fellow began the study of law, but, like 
Irving, took little interest in law volumes. 
He was soon called to fill the new Lhair of I 
modern languages at Bowdoin. In prepara- i 

"Oh, thongh oft depressecl and lonely, 
All -my fears are laid aside, 

If I but remember only 
Snl'h as these have li,·ed and died." 
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Returning to America, Mr. Longfellow 
C!'tered upon his duties at Harvard. His 
residence was the celebrated '' Craigie 
House," once the home of General \Vashing­

Sh.El/\'(;, BCT SEEIXG .\'OT. 

ll \' L. ,\I., '7 4-

ton. ' Herc the poet spent some of his hap- Few things are more familiar than the 
picst years, in a home surrounded by noble fact that two observers will rarely describe an 
elms, and charmed by the murmers of the object with equal minuteness. 
Charles River. Ami(i such surroundings was Exactly the same picture falls upon the 
written his " Hyperian." Listen t:_: some of retina of each, if their point of view be the 
its 11ords of wisdom: same, yet the mental act of seeing may 

differ so widely that one individual may be 
•· L:>uk nut 1uournf11lly into the pas!; it comes not 

Jia<·k again. Wisely impro\·e the present: it is thine. unable to give an intelligent description of so 
<,o forth to meet the future without fear and with a simple an object as a box; while another, 
111anly heart.'' with no closer scrutiny, apparently, can give 

There had been few American poets before its dimensions within half an inch, and 
Longfellow. It was a small and select circle answer every reasonable inquiry as to its fit 
into which he came, and of which he became ness for this or that purpose. 
the recognized kacler. \\'ithin t!!is circle One who thus, at a glance, takes in the de_ 
was Bryant, deep and philosophical. There, tails and relations of an object, is called, by 
also, ,ras \Villis, throwing poetic grace over way of distinction, an observing person; 
scripture narrative, and Hallee!;, with martial and he who sees most in the least time, with 
notes souncling through his lines. But when the least apparent effort, has prominence 
another voice was heard, chanting such among observers. It should be said, too, 
hymns as, '· The Light nf Stars," '' The that the true observer is modest, so that his 
Reaper and the Flowers," and "The Psalm merit is not likely to be known except 
of Life,'' it ,,·as evident that a new singer had through his published writings, or public 
appearecl, destined to occupy a commanding tedchings. It is related of Professor Owen, 
position. the English anatomist, that he was once ap-

1 t is, perhaps, upon two later productions ;Jroached by a gentleman who wishe j infor­
_,, Hiawatha" and "Evangeline"- that mation about a curious fossil dug up by one 
:\Ir. Longfellow's fame will chiefly rest. It of hrs workman, and, as he drew it from a 
is doubtful if American thought has produced bag and was about to hand, it for examina 
another poem so replete with interest, ·and tion, Professor Owen quietly remarked: 
"·ith so strong a hold upon our sympathy, as '' That is the third molar of the under jaw of 
'·Evangeline." At the same time, the rich- an extinct species of rhinoceros." There is 
n~ss of its descriptions, ancl, above all, its nothing remarkable in the reply, except as 
matchless rythm, proclaim it the work of a it gives a clue to the Uilconscious greatness of 
nnster mind. . . I the man in his particular field. 

Of l\Ir. Long-fellow rt may be sard, that he Great observmg power, like genius, doubt-
wrote sincere and "·ell. Yet the mo:'t valu- less is a birthright; but the po\\·er, as ordi­
ablc legacy which he ,has left us is the me•n- narily besto\\·ecl, is susceptible of great devel­
ory of hi,, pure life. '\'ith the finest scholas opment. It is generally conccclcd that the 
tic and literary attainments, "·ith a rc,crencc study of natural objects and phenomena is 
for the higher and :,;piritual. he -;tand-, before bes• ,tdaptcd to cultirnte the observing­
u~. a model character f.-•culty · the truth is, the faithful ,,tudy of any 


