
TETE OTTERBEIN DIAL. 89 

claimed, '•He has cut off his left arin with his right." 
The identical epigram was applied to the Roma11 
Emperor, Valentinean, centuries before. Cardinal 
de Retz said of Madame de Chevreuse that she 
treated her lovers like vases full of good liquor, 
which she broke when she had emptied them. This 
is precisely what Diogenrs Laertes says of Dionysius 
the tyrant's treatment of his frie11ds. 

When Cresar slipped and fell on landing iu Africa, 
he is reported to have exclai1ned: "Land of Africa, 
I take pussession of thee." When William the Con­
qtieror landed in England, he made a false step and 
foll on his face. A murmer arose, and hil:l affrighted 
foliowers cried out that it was an evil omen. - But 
William, rising, exclaimed at on~e: "What is the 
matter? What are you wondering at? I have seized 
tlffa ground with my hands, and so far as it extends it 
is mine and yours." When Edward III., landed on 
tpe seashl)re at La Hogue, so says Froi sart, he fell 
with such violence that the blood gushed from his 
nose, and a cry of cousternation was raised; but the 
king quickly availed himself of the accident by ex­
claiming : "This is a good token for me, fur the 
land de ireth to have me." A similar story is told 
of Napoleon in Egypt, of Olaf Ilarolds,m in Nor­
way, and of J uuius Brutus upon ],is returning from 
the oracle. 

So it goes; the same old friends appear and reap­
pear in slightly altered costume, and with different 
acce,sories, but still easily recognizable, Who will 
undertake to say of any particular one of these his­
toric jewels that it is true or false? 

BOOK NOTICES. 

SoNGS OF THE Caoss.-For the Sabbath School. 
By E. S. Lorenz, Jun. Editor of "Praise Offering," 
Dayton, Ohio: United Brethren Publishing House, 
1876. 

This is the title page of a new musical vol~me by 
one of our undergraduates, a young man who has 
added to an innate passion for music such a degree 
of education in this beautiful art as eminently fits 
him to cater for the most cultivated taste. This is 
proved by the success of the two books in whose au­
thorship he has shared. 

In the volume before us we especially admire the 
excellent instructions in reading music, which are 
adapted to the capacity of quite young pupils, and 
at the same time embody much from which advanced 
musicians may derive improvement. "While we can 
not commend all the songs contained in this volume, 
we find many of superior merit, and would mention 
as especially pleasing to us those on pages 15, 25, 40, 
100, and, as the gem of the book, the one on page 87. 

We can confidently recommend this book to Sab­
bath Schools, and are glad to know that o_ur own has 
made haste to introduce it. 

HISTORICAL SKETCHES. -Ohio-Higher Educatwn_ 
al, lnstitidwns. 1876. 
, This is a volume composed of the centennial his­
tories of the different Colleges and Universities of 
the State of Ohio. These histories were prepared 
for the Centennial Exhibition, have been exhibited 
there, and .are now bound together in the handsome 
volume before us. The institutions represented are, 
Antioch, Baldwin, Denison, Heidelbei•g, Hillsboro, 
Hiram, Kenyon, Lake Erie, Marietta, Mt. Union, 
Ohio Agricultural, Oberlin, Ohio, Ohio ·w esleyan, 
Otterbein, Steubenville, St. Xavier, Western Reserve, 
Wittemberg and Wilberforce. 

The histories are all well written, by men connec­
ted with the institutions themselves, are full of data 
and general information, and must, in the future, be 
a great mine of educational facts and fancies. 

SEPTEMBER ATLANTIC.-The contents of t.he ATLANTIC 
for t,eptember include "Personal Recollections of Jean 
Francois Millet," by Edward Wheelwright, a Farce en­
titled •• The Parlor Car," by W. D. Howells; bright de­
scriptions of the "Holy Places of the Holy City," by 
Charles Dudley ·warner; another capital chapter of 
"Mrs. Kemble's Old Woman's Gossip"; a pleasant ac-

count of Deephaven Ex:cursions," by Sarah 0. Jewett; 
more "Characteristics of the International Fair"; three 
chapters of "The American," by Henry James, Jr.; and 
'' Pocws by Aldrich and H. H." The reviews_of "Recent 
Bool,s" and the articles under "Art and Music" are well 
worth reading, and the discussion of " College Education 
for Women" will receive especial attention. Now ready 
and for sale everywhere. Price 35 cents a numbn; $4.00 
a year; with life-sized Portrait of Longfeliow, $5.00. II. 
0. HouauTON & Co., Boston, Huan & Houo1noN, New 
York. 

STATUE OF CLEOPATRA. 

What! this cold quarry-stuff for Antony's queen; 
Marble for fire, the sculptured art of eyes 

For that consummate passion that, between 
Love and desire, shook kingdoms with her sights. 

Yet thus she might have looked when the red asp 
Had sucked the sultry Egypt from her veins; 

But not when love-warm from her warrior's clasp, 
The sweet mouth blossomed with the mixed lip-stains. 

Tho e beautiful lips, and bountiful, that crushed, 
The blood-red out of his own, and clung 

With ripe possession till the bosom blushed, 
And all the seething senses swayed and swung. 

Eyes that smote eyes with blindness perilous, deep 
As soundless cisterns of delirious light; 

Limbs, lustrous as the loins laving sweep 
Of the Nile waters when the moon is white. 

The sumptuous sense of woman! the rare feast 
Of queenly body and voluptuous breath, 

To comfort and make glad the enamoured breast 
That crawls, and basks, and bites it to death. 

NATIONAL SCHOOL OF ORATORY. 

BY J. A. WELLER, 

J. H. Bechtel, the Professor of Rhetoric, History 
and Articulation, fills his position with honor to him­
self and great advantage to the institution. He has 
made a specialty of Articulation, and is roa.o;;ter of 
the situation. Secretary R. 0. Moon, is Assistant in 
Vocalization and Readio~. The faculty includes in 
addition to the above named per!!ons: J. Solis Cohen, 
M. D., Lecturer on Physiology of Voice; Joseph 
Thomas, LL. D., Lecture1, on General Literature; 
J.M. Habel, Ph. D.,Lectureron History; _John S. 
Hart, LL. D., Lecturer on Shakespeare. 

The course of instruction is divided into two terms, 
called respectively the Junior and Senior terms, each 
ten weeks. The Junfor term is preparatr,ry to the 
Senior term, yet is complete in itselt. During this 
term the theory of Elocution is taught by lectures 
and dem~nstrated by the teacher, instead of being 
given in rigid rules for the student to spend his time 
by trying in vain to apply them in practice. The 
whole theory is passsed over in the J uninr term, 
making it complete without the Senior term. Great 
prominence is given to drill in vocal exercises, the 
object being to develop a body of voice and a pure 
tone. The selections for- reading and practice are 
representative pieces, calculated to represent the 
different qualities of voice and styles of reading and 
speaking. 

The Senior term combines a more extended drill 
in vocal exercises with a wider range of Readings and 
Recitations. There is a greater variety of expression 
introduced, and the object is to put into practice the 
theory presented in the Junior term. As a theory is 
useful only as it can be reduced to practice, so the 
principles of Elocution are of little value without 
the practice. The work during this term, as well as 
in the Junior term, is done by class drill, each per­
forming his or her part in turn. While there are 
some advantages in private instruction, there are also 
advantages iu class drill. The advantages of asso­
ciation and crtici m which the class exercises give, 
make a course of instruction in a class of equal value 
with one in private instruction. 

T . . . . . . The avowed purpose of the teachers in their work 
~IS mst1tuhon., with its present course of mstruc- is: 1. "To secure the habit of chaste and elegant 
tton, was char,t;red March 30, 1875. It ~as a speech; 2. To impart character to the utterance; 
~ood Board of I ru tees, among wh,om are Bishop 3. T0 give the voice power to be modulated in ac-

M. Simpso_n and fohn Wan~maker. 1he firs~ a~nual cordance with the sentiment or emotion to be ex­
c~talogue issued rn 1874, ~1ves the names of eighty- pressed." 
eight students, representrng eleven States of the . . . . 
Union. 'l'he catalogue for 1875 gives the names of T~e foundat10n _of good readmg and _@peakmg IS 
one hundred aud twenty-three, representing thirteen considered _to be m. commo~ conversat10n. _Vocal 
States. The last roll of students includes twelve culture begms not with some ideal man, but with the 
clergymen, ten lawyers, and eight ladies with the powers we all possess, that of _common or natural 
title of Mrs., thus showing students of culture and ex- speech. By this °;lethod of dril_l, the too common 
perience. The same is true of the present students i pompous and ran~mg style, which ·y~ung students 
the ruajority are pereons of experience iu teaching or ~aud ~ome who_are n?t so young) a~e _liable to have, 
in other vocations. It is not uncommon for ministers IS avoided: With tlns_me_t~od ot: trammg the natural 
who have beeu in the active work for several years ben~ of mmd _and the md1v1duahty of ea~h person is 
to begin a course of elocutionary training in this retamed, wlnle e~orts a~e made to stu~ulate _the 
school. st~1dent. to make hm:s~lf Just ~s _goo? a~ 1s p_oss1ble 

The institution has that which makes a school a with his natural ab1ht_y. This rnstitution, like all 
living force-an able and energetic faculty. J. ,v. ?thers, does not pr~pose to give a man brains or voi<:e 
Shoemaker, A. M. • the Professor of the Science and if he has not received them from the hand . of his 
Art of Elocution, and Lecturer on Conversation and Creator.. The te~chers only pr?pose to ~ssist ~he 
Oratory, is a man well fitted by natural and acquired student ID developmg_~nd c~ntroh?g th_e v~1ce wh1?h 
ability for the position he occupies. His long experi- he already has, and }f possible aid him m_ the d1s­
ence in public reading and teaching, has made him covery that he has great powers of expression that 
master of the situation. With an earnestness found have nev~r been developed. 
in few teachers he can hardly fail to excite in the Th~re is some opposition to schools of this kind as 
mind of an industrious student, a determination to well as to colleges. But the objections are no more 
put forth personal effort to become more efficient•in valid, and may be as easily refuted. If it is a 
conveying his own thoughts and feelings to other~. privelege, or even stronger, a duty of those who can 
His sociable manner so attraots the student as to do so to spend a few years in the development and 
make him feel easy in his presence, although con- training of their ~ntellectual faculties, it is no less 
scions of being in the presence of one who is his their duty to cultivate their power of speech in the 
superior in conversational power. He is not ouly same degree. A train!3d miud is only valuable as its 
eminent as an Elocutionist, but is a devoted Chris- thoughts _can be used m the elevation of humanity, 
tian. improving opportunities for making moral im- and as VOJ?e and gesture are the most common modes 
pressions, both in his own chool and in the Sunday of ·conveymg thought, the greater the skill in using 
School where he teaches regularly. these the greater will be the amount of good done. 

M1·s. J. W. Shoemaker, widely known for her If the colleg~-stu~ent does justice to the curriculum 
public readings, is Associate Principal. To her has o_f stu1y durmg his college course, he will have but 
been assigned the department of Gesture, Recitation little hme _for vocal culture, and so generally one or 
and Literature. She gives the students models of the other is neglected; hence it seems best to take 
Gesture, but leaving them free to make thei~ own the. Eloc;1tionary Course of study, where the chief 
Gestures, provided they are made in harmony with busmess is dev_elopment and cultu~e of voice and the 
the sentiment expressed. It may be said of both proper expression of. tho1;1ght, feel mg a~d sentiment. 
Prof. and Mrs. Shoemaker, that they aim not to The study of Elocution 1s the developmg of one of 
destroy the individuality of the students, but to have the bes_t powers that God has given man. It is the 
them preserve their originality, elevating themselves subject10n of ~he physical to the mental and moral 
to a higher standard beginning with their own natur- man-the subJection of matter to spirit. 
al powers, Philadelphia, Pa., Aug., 1876. 


