














Do You Want to
Try Hookah?

By Taki

Since | am from Jordan, | want
to introduce the Otterbein
campus to a favorite pastime
in my culture.

Hookah “shisha” is generally
harmful to health but usually
Arab people enjoy hookah
“shisha” everywhere, and for
me | love to use it when | am
with people | love.

Now | want to write an Arabic place that is a bar
of hookah “shisha” in Columbus "N high St".
This confinement is from my country because it
uses Jordanian materials such as coffee, drink,
shisha, songs and decorations

When | go there | ask him to play a song for "um
kolthom" and of course the Arabic coffee | miss
it.

It is nice for someone like me far from his
country to find a place like this because he
reminds me of my country and he is very close
to the cafés in Jordan.

And it's great for non-Arabs to go there
experimenting with new things from a different
culture.




What Happened When a First Timer Studied Abroad?

By Apple Tsai

Have you ever thought of studying
abroad? Picturing yourself speaking a total
different language in classes, and hanging out
with friends from different cultures? According
to the research, over 300,000 students in the U.S
travel to other countries and over 1 million
students from other countries come to study in
the U.S (Statistics About Study Abroad, 2017)
and the number of it only keeps on growing every
year. There are so many different reasons why
people have the motivation to study aboard. Some
people want to get out of their comfort zone and
see the world, for me | always wanted to study
abroad because | loved the western education
concept, and my major ‘theatre’ led me to the U.S
where the theatre industry has flourished and is
home to many amazing musicals.

First step ‘the departure’. The day | left
home and went to the airport, | couldn’t believe
that the picture | always had of going to a
different country, talking in a different language
and hanging out with friends from all over the
world are now going to happen. | got butterflies
in my stomach as soon as | left my family and |
was all on my own. Like Rachael Kroot said “The
idea of studying abroad is very cool. The reality
of leaving home is pretty scary” (The Study
Abroad Rollercoaster of Emotions, 2017). The

flight was about 20, hours | couldn’t fall asleep or

relax because | was
too tense emotionally
and physically.
Luckily in the flight |
met this couple who
sat beside me, they
encouraged me and
helped me a lot during
the flight. | felt more at
ease thanks to them. Finally arriving in the new
country, | breathed in the air as hard as | could,
and as soon as | step out of the plane, “it’s time to
start a fresh new chapter!” | told myself.

Second, | had to face the changes. These
changes | want to talk about can be as little as a
simple greeting in our daily life to a lot of culture
shock. Starting with the greeting, greeting was
easy right? But to me it was the hardest thing to
do when | first arrived here. For instance, when |
said ‘hi’ to people, they would reply “Hi, how are
you?” but in the textbook back in my country we
learned that when somebody said “How are you?”
You are supposed to answer “I am fine thank you.”
However, in the real situation is that people don’t
do that! They say “good, how are you?” And if
you are just giving a polite greeting you can just
reply “Good, and move on to wherever you were
heading. At first I didn’t quite get it so | stood
there and didn’t know what to do after the

conversation, | just watched people walked away!



That may be odd but greetings were a nerve
wrecking thing to me when | first got here. Not
only greeting habits, daily conversation was also
a big barrier to me since it’s really hard to show
who | really am when | can’t express myself in an
unfamiliar language, and not even saying joining
your classmates’ conversation when you can’t
even understand what they’re talking about.

The language part was hard to process
because the daily dialog was not exactly what the
textbook taught wus. “Culture shock”, an
experience a person may have when one moves to
a cultural environment which is different from
one's own (Wikipedia), it can effect people that
study abroad in various ways. Take habits for
example, people here don’t take off their shoes
when entering house. And people don’t knock on
the bathroom door to check if there is anyone in
it, they will see if there are feet from the bottom
of the door. These customs took time to get used
to and gave me chance to ask the locals about
their cultural habits and talk with them about it.
The one that surprise me the most in class is that
students here are very active during classes, they
raise their hand to speak whenever they had
question in classes, in my home country we don’t

do this a lot because we were afraid that if the

question was stupid than we will be laughed by

others, and also it’s not polite to interrupt the class.

The third one is how to deal with these
difficulties. To all the people who leave their
home it is normal to feel homesick, it’s common

and it’s tough. To me the first few weeks here

were the time | missed my friends and family the

most, because everything was just too

overwhelming, different languages, new
environment, knowing nobody, all these new
things just hit me at once. That was very hard to
deal with. These are the times | felt homesick the
most, and wonder how | would deal with this? |
tried to think it in a different way, when | hit rock
bottom. I always reminded myself if there were
bad things happening then there will definitely be
good things to come along. Also there are many
ways to help you feel better for example: keep in
touch with people back in your country. But keep
in mind not to rely on it too much because you
have to know that you are in a new place which
you have longing to be for so long, you have to
explore it and try your best to make your time
here colorful which will make you smile when
you recall it in the future. Try to find a balance
between your life back home and your new one
(26 Ways to Reduce Homesickness Abroad,
2018).

Knowing how study abroad is going to
benefit you will give you the strength to keep
going. Study shows that 98% of people find out
that studying abroad help them understand their
own cultural values and biases, 96% of them
increased self-confidence, and 97% of them felt
they are much more mature after the trip (Why
Culture Shock is Good for You). An influential
thinker George Santayana had said: “There is

wisdom in turning as often as possible from the

familiar to the unfamiliar: it keeps the mind



nimble, it kills prejudice, and it fosters humor.”
(Why Culture Shock is Good for You). This quote
from George Santayana was so true, | felt that as
| tried so hard to fit in the new environment, my
mind and my brain were working more faster
compare to the time back home and the way other
people treated me makes me aware that how
awful can prejudice hurt someone’s feeling, so |
wouldn’t do that to others. And to me “humor”
describes how I see horrible things in a humorous
way to make myself feel a lot better.

It has been almost 4 months since | came
here. When | looked back | was very surprised
that | could be able to overcome so many
difficulties and got chances met many nice and
talented people, whom | look up to. | am thankful
for them to help making me into a better person
through this journey in this beautiful place. |
always try to stay positive and learn as much as |
can, of course there will be hard times but it make
me stronger, gain more confident, and become
more mature. | feel like since | am all by myself |
became more sensitive about everything around
me and especially the ways others treated me, and
it made me want to learn good things from them
and also treat people the way you want to be
treated. I’m beyond happy that | made this choice

to study abroad because | really see the huge

change in myself from my thought to my behavior.

So if you have a chance to study abroad, |
definitely recommend you to seize the

opportunity and go for it!
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The Role of Freedom and
Diversity in the Attractiveness of

English

by Hide Iwata

Do you think there has been a language that attracts
a lot of people besides English? Nowadays, more
than 800 million people in the world can
communicate in English, while only 350 million
people speak English as their mother tongue (Wil 1).
They say that is because The British empire had been
developing or conquering its territories in the world
since the seventeenth century (The History of
English). However, it is difficult to explain the current
situation in which English is so popular in the world
with only that theory, because there were other
empires in the past such as the Spanish empire,
French empire and Arab empire. English is not
always the language that people are forced to speak,
but it is the language that people are willing to speak
and learn. By learning English, a lot of people,
regardless of religion, race, and gender, could get
new value and a promising future for their lives.
Frankly, America has played a great role to establish
the current situation since the Second World War.
There is no doubt that the freedom and diversity in
the countries which speak English as a mother
tongue make English great. Many examples in
various fields will convince you how important
freedom and diversity are.

Whatever excellent achievements you accomplished,
it is really hard for you to be recognized unless your
papers were written in English. Although it is not
clear when English became the first language in
publishing papers, most scientists in the world
publish their papers in English first because they
understand it would be the most efficient way for
them to be recognized by prominent scientists in the
world. There is a clear reason why prominent
scientists want to communicate in English, which is
the government policy. The Royal Society was
founded to collect eminent scientists in England in
the seventeenth century (The History of English). As
a result, many eminent scientists gathered there

from

everywhere
since then, and
they began to
communicate in English with their students. In the
US, beginning during the Second World War, the US
government has been investing a lot of money in
academic fields and has accepted many eminent
scientists, regardless of religion, gender, color and
race, like Einstein. Nowadays the effort makes a big
difference in the history of winning The Nobel Prize.
According to Immigration Impact, 33/85 American
winners have been immigrants since 2000 (Cruz 1).
Based on the favorable environment for researchers,
many eminent young students and scientists in the
world hope to study in America even if they have left
their countries and families behind. And
furthermore, you can see a shocking trend, which
shows that “about 25 percent of the US scientific
workforce consists of foreign-born scientists, in both
industry and academia" (White 2). This data shows
how important freedom and diverse social
consciousness are for making English great.

Hiroko and Hide Iwata

Can you imagine a world where Google, Apple and
AT&T do not exist? Nowadays, were it not for the
products or softwares which those innovative
companies made, your lives would be so boring and
could not easily connect to other people in the
world. Believe it or not, many leaders of new
innovative companies which affect the world
business are immigrants or the children of
immigrants in America (Isidore 1). Furthermore,
other innovative products created in America such
as the internet, Facebook and Uber and so on have
also been inspiring a lot of people all over the world.
Thus, people who want to communicate with other
people or create other businesses want to learn
English. Why has America been able to continue to
produce such innovative businesses for years? That



is because America respects and ensures the
freedom and diversity of the individual in the
Constitution of America. So, many talented people
collaborated in America and they could do whatever
they want to do. You can see the same situation in
the entertainment industry as well.

Hollywood movies have played a great role in
extending American culture and English. Nowadays,
most blockbusters produced in Hollywood are
translated into each country's native language as
soon as possible and you can watch them
immediately (Robby 3). Why do Hollywood movies
attract people all over the world enthusiastically?
That is because talented people collaborating there
have been able to try to make works full of
originality without any restriction. So, Hollywood's
movies are full of creativity, fantasy, adventure to
the unknown and new technologies. In short, social

rights or social spirit which America has inherited to

realize the American dream or to develop their own

futures are the key factor, to attract people globally.
In other words, the freedom and diversity have been
some of the most important factors to make English

great since the Second World War.

Thanks to the freedom and diverse social
consciousness in the US and other countries in which
people speak English as a mother tongue, a lot of
talented people come to the US and they have
contributed to developing new values in those
English-speaking countries. This hope to get their
promising future or new values drives people to
learn English. If the freedom and diversity won't be
respected in America or other countries, English will
lose its first position as an official language in many
fields.
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