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A FOREIGN STUDY PLAN FOR TEACHER EDUCATION

M. James Stauffer
Otterbein College

July 15, 1968



A FOREIGN STUDY PLAN FOR TEACHER EDUCATION

The foreign study plan would offer an unusual program in teacher
education designed to develop and extend the experiences of prospective
elementary and secondary teachers as well as to help college teachers
imnrove their competence. The program would provide an opnortunity to
spend a term in Sierra Leone in contact with schools and pupils combin-
ing nrofessional training with deep intercultural experiences. More
specifically, the purpose of the inclusion of the in-service and pre-
service education of teachers is to provide through direct experience
an opportunity to develop an understanding of the cultuvre, history,
economic conditions, and community life of Sierra Leone; to be of service
to the schools; to help to develop an understanding of other people; to
help others to understand us as a nation; and to see our own country in
new persvective. The program would serve teachers who may wish to help
meet pressing social needs. It would also serve those who may wish to
teach in rural or urban poverty areas or in disadvantaged communities
either here or abroad.

The course would warrant academic credit but would differ from the
traditional curriculum in its concentration on flexibility in procedures
and methods. There would be a balance in the teaching of methods and
the analytical approach and the time devoted to creative activities and
independent study. Opportunity would be provided for exploration and

discovery. Techniques would be taught to enable prospective teachers t»o









education of all children and adults. The experience should help the
student to know himself, to understand his own feelings and attitudes,
to formulate his own ideas, and thus become better able to cope with
himself and his society in today's world. Through contact with the schools
and the insight derivable from study of a culture in its own milieu, the
student would be provided a rich increase in knowledge; the inspiration
of Sierra Leone teachers; and the revitalization of his motives for
study. There is a great demand today for teachers not only in the United
States, but in other countries. Teachers who are able to do relevant,
exciting teaching that stimulates students to study independently and
learn more about their communities. If this foreign study program is
successful, it will change the prospective teacher's attitudes in the
direction of aesthethic growth and appreciation, it will give him the
means to continue his life with a heightened awareneéss of himself and his
world, and whatever understandings he gains can be applied over and over
again long after the course is over.
The staff would consist of a director, and six teachers from the
Otterbein College Education Department faculty. They would establish
the methods, techniques and procedures with which they intend to accom-
plish the foreign study objectives. The staff would be given the oppor-
tunity to observe and work in the foreign schools so that they could both
see results and obtain a clear image of the environment for which they
are develoving methods and procedures. The director and his staff should
not be bound to preconceived ideas of how they should -roceed, but rather

to leave them as much freedom as possible. The Airector would be in
















































of varying abilities and background. The professional guidance of the
participants would be the responsibility of the classroom teacher and a
member of the Otterbein College Education Denartment staff.

It is pronosed that application be made to the United States Commis-
sioner of Education for financial assistance for this project. The infor-
mation on elementary and secondary education teacher training projects
under Title I, Section 104 (k) of Public Law 83-L480 authorizes the use of
foreign currencies derived from the sale of surplus agricultural com-
modities abroad for scientific research and the promotion and support
of educational and cultural development. These funds are available for
projects which include opportunities abroad for teacher development and
instructional enrichment in elementary and secondary education. However,
the writer has no reliable basis on which to base estimates of the likeli-
hood of annlications under this section or the amount of money which
might be expected. It may be possible that this foreign study project
would qualify for aid under this program. The projects are limited to
the following countries: India, Israel, Pakistan, Poland, United Arab
Republic, and Yugoslavia. Projects for the 1968 program must be submitted
by December 1, 1967 and must be apnroved by the Dean.

PROPOSED FOREIGN STUDY BULDGET

Director $ 5,000
Staff 3,000
Participants (10 @ $2500) 25,000
Secretarial & Professional Services 1,000

The nronosed foreign study budget includes international travel,
secretarial and professional services, and the cost of food, housing

and other living expences. The expense of the director and staff is in
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