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Words by Celia Ihrig Grabill/Music by Grant Grabill, Class of 1900

 In a quiet, peaceful village

  there is one we love so true.

 She ever gives a welcome

  to her friends both old and new.

 She stands serene

  ’mid tree tops green,

 She’s our dear Otterbein.

 CHORUS:

 Old Otterbein our college,

  we sing of thee today.

 Our memories round thee linger

  in a sweet and mystic way.

 O Otterbein, we love thee,

  our hearts are only thine,

 We pledge anew, we will be true,

  Dear Otterbein.

Otterbein Love Song
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Commencement Program

Commencement Concert  ............................................................................Otterbein University Wind Ensemble
  Margaret A. Underwood, Conductor
 
Festival Procession:  (Richard Strauss/arr. Wagner) ...................................Otterbein University Wind Ensemble
 
Welcome  ..................................................................................................................................... Kathy A. Krendl
  President
  
* Invocation  ............................................................................................................................Roberta Myers ’14
  Doctor of Nursing Practice
 
Commencement Address  ................................................................................................................ Jean Halpin
  President, Ohio Health MedCentral 
 
Conferring of Degrees in Course ............................................................................................. Kathy A. Krendl
  Alison H. Prindle
  Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Presented by Department Chairs:
 Doctor of Nursing Practice ................................................................................................ Patricia F. Keane
 Master of Science in Nursing ............................................................................................. Patricia F. Keane 
 Master of Science in Allied Health ..........................................................................................Joan A. Rocks
 Master of Business Administration ..................................................................................Dennis J. Whalen
 Master of Arts in Teaching .............................................................................................Susan D. Constable
 Master of Arts in Education ...........................................................................................Susan D. Constable
 
Concluding Remarks  ....................................................................................................... Mark R. Thresher ’78
  Chairman, Board of Trustees
  Kathy A. Krendl
 
* Benediction  ....................................................................................................................... Ayanna N. Scott ’14
  Master of Arts in Teaching
 
* Otterbein Love Song ....................................................................................... led by Aaron Clark Tieman ’14
 (Grabill ’1900)
 
Recessional: Sine Nomine  .........................................................................Otterbein University Wind Ensemble
 (Ralph Vaughan Williams/arr. by Alfred Reed) 
 

*Please stand
 

Please join the graduates for a reception immediately following the ceremony in the Davis Hall Courtyard. 
In the event of inclement weather, the reception will be held in the Clements Recreation Center.

Mark R. Thresher ’78
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Kathy A. Krendl
President, Otterbein University, Presiding



4

Commencement Concert

Otterbein University Wind Ensemble
Margaret A. Underwood, Conductor 

Assistant Professor of Music

Selections to be made from the following:

Simple Gifts
Frank Ticheli

Folk Song Suite 
Ralph Vaughan Williams

Air for Band
Frank Erickson

His Honor
Henry Fillmore

Fantasy on a Childhood Hymn 
Michael Oare

Balladair 
Frank Erickson

A+: A “Precise” Prelude and An “Excellent” March 
Thomas Duffy

Yorkshire Ballad
James Barnes

First Suite in E-Flat
Gustav Holst

Prelude and Fugue in B-Flat Major
J.S. Bach (arr. by Moehlmann)



5

Commencement Procession

The Mace and Flambeau

Otterbein Colors
In 1891, Florence Cronise chaired the “Color Committee” to select school colors. The committee chose tan and 

cardinal, the colors of the Class of 1893. The May 1891 issue of Otterbein Aegis, the Otterbein newspaper from 1890 

to 1917, announced the new colors flew marvelously during the annual field day.

The mace was commissioned by President Kathy A. Krendl to represent the authority of Otterbein (globe) and the 

light of learning (flame). Otterbein’s own Art Professor Donald T. Austin designed and crafted the pieces in 2014 

using maple and cherry wood, both indigenous to Ohio. 

The Otterbein University Seal
(The Seal will be carried by Dr. Mary W. McKelvey)

The Mace and Flambeau 
(The Mace will be carried by Dr. Joan E. Rocks, 2009 recipient of the Master Teacher award.   

The Flambeau will be carried by Dr. John Chovan, 2013 recipient of the New Teacher award. ) 

The President of the University

The Chairman of the Board of Trustees

The Commencement Speaker

The Faculty of the University

The Class of Two Thousand and Fourteen
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Jean Halpin

Jean Halpin is the president of OhioHealth MedCentral Hospitals.  She has been a central Ohio resident since 
1976. She earned her bachelor’s degree in occupational therapy from The Ohio State University and master’s 
degree in health science from the University of Indianapolis. 

She has been with OhioHealth for the past 22 years in both clinical and administrative positions. Career 
highlights include being instrumental in the development of the outpatient division at OhioHealth, including 
the Westerville Medical Campus, and the acquisition of the MedCentral Health System, which includes two 
hospitals and 20 physician and outpatient locations in Richland county.

Jean is chairwoman of the board of trustees for the Westerville Area Chamber of Commerce and secretary for 
the board of trustees for the Westerville Area Resource Ministry. 

In 2011, Jean was appointed by Governor Kasich for a second term on the Occupational Therapy, Physical 
Therapy and Athletic Trainers Board. 

In 2010 she was honored to be named Business Person of the Year by the Westerville Area Chamber of Commerce. 

She is an advocate of those with mental illnesses and autism.  Her community focus includes volunteering as 
a Girl Scout leader and with Rotary International.

Commencement Speaker
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Academic Costume

A commission appointed in 1959 by the American Council on Education prescribes a code for academic 
costume that dictates two components of dress: caps and gowns. 

The first component, dealing with caps, allows the mortarboard or Oxford type cap. Occasionally, the 
Cambridge model, a soft cap resembling a beret, is worn. Either type is correct as long as it is black 
and of an appropriate material, except that velvet is reserved for doctors.

The tassel worn with the cap has three variations. First, it may be black for any degree. Second, it 
may be in the color of the major field of learning in which the degree was granted. Third, a tassel of 
gold metallic may be worn by doctors and governing officials of institutions. Some schools make a 
ceremony of switching the tassel from the right to the left at the moment the degree is awarded as a 
substitute for individual hooding of candidates.

The second main element of academic costume concerns the gown which should be all black, aside from 
variations in materials and fullness. The bachelor’s gown falls in straight lines from a fairly elaborate 
yoke. Its distinguishing characteristic is the long, pointed sleeves. A master’s gown is distinguished by 
arc-shaped panels on the long or short sleeves. The doctor’s gown is an elaborate costume marked by 
velvet panels down the front and around the neck as well as by three bars of the same material on the 
bell-shaped sleeves. It is cut much fuller than the other gowns and, unlike them, may be ornamented 
in color. Both the paneling and the sleeve bars may show the area in which the degree was awarded.
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Graduates

Doctor of Nursing Practice

Student

Opoku Aduse 
Advanced Practice 
Powell, OH 

Susan J. Farus-Brown
Advanced Practice 
Carroll, OH 

Mary Lou Garey
Advanced Practice 
Upper Arlington, OH 

Brian E. Garrett
Advanced Practice 
New Albany, OH 

Kathryn Elaine Hendricks 
Advanced Practice 
Westerville, OH 

Holly L. Herron 
Advanced Practice 
Columbus, OH 

Roberta Jo Myers
Advanced Practice 
Fostoria, OH 

Topic

Cultural Competence Education: 
Impacting the Knowledge of Health 
Care Providers on Hypertension 
Management in the Ghana Immigrant 
Population in Central Ohio

Prevention, Recognition and 
Treatment of Pediatric Obesity in the 
Ambulatory Care Setting

The Effectiveness of Assessment and 
Evaluation of the Mild Traumatic 
Brain Injured Patient by the 
Advanced Practice Nurse

Assessment of Perceived Barriers 
to Practice, Specifically Prescriptive 
Authority of Certified Registered 
Nurse Anesthetists in the State of Ohio

The Impact of an Advanced Practice 
Nurse E-Coach on Therapeutic 
Lifestyle Changes in Patients with 
Metabolic Syndrome

Paramedic Students’ Perceived Self-
Efficacy at Airway Management

Attitudes and Beliefs of Registered 
Nurses about the Process of 
Changing to an Electronic Health 
Record in a Community Hospital:  
A Mixed Method Investigation

Advisor

Dr. Marjorie Vogt

Dr. Patricia Keane

Dr. John Chovan

Dr. Kay Ball

Dr. Joan Pryor-McCann

Dr. Elizabeth Seibert

Dr. Ann Teske
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Master of Science in Nursing
Amina Mahamed Abdule
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Josephine Boadi Agyapong
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Ashley Anne Alexander
Clinical Nurse Leader
Columbus, OH

Jeffery Steven Blubaugh
Nurse Anesthesia
Gahanna, OH

Samuel Agyenim Boateng
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Kristina Marie Booth
Family Nurse Practitioner
Newark, OH

Joseph T. Bui
Clinical Nurse Leader
New Albany, OH

Lisa Carol Burgin
Family Nurse Practitioner
Newark, OH

Kristin Rebecca Caudill
Family Nurse Practitioner
Ontario, OH

Mullissa Michelle Childress
Family Nurse Practitioner
Westerville, OH

Lisa D. Cline
Family Nurse Practitioner
Pickerington, OH

Danielle Janette Copley
Nurse Anesthesia
Delaware, OH

Ashley Nicole Coriell-Mills
Nursing Service Administration
Wheelersburg, OH

Shannon Nicole Crow
Nurse Anesthesia
Hilliard, OH

Kelli Renee Cuda
Family Nurse Practitioner
Powell, OH

Yvonne Nkafu Fomenky
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Andrea Lynn Fry
Family Nurse Practitioner
Coshocton, OH

Cody Douglas Fulks
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Miranda Ann Gill
Nursing Service Administration
Powell, OH

Jessica Danielle Gligora
Family Nurse Practitioner
Gahanna, OH

Kimberly Lynn Glore
Family Nurse Practitioner
Westerville, OH

Kellie Jean Goare
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Pamela Goines
Family Nurse Practitioner
Willard, OH

Tamara Kay Gregio
Family Nurse Practitioner
Grove City, OH

Teri Anne Heard
Clinical Nurse Leader
Marysville, OH

Karla T. Hill
Clinical Nurse Leader
Columbus, OH

Meghan Elizabeth Huffman
Family Nurse Practitioner
Russellville, OH

Christine Lynn Humphrey
Nursing Service Administration
Reynoldsburg, OH

Debra Sue Jackson-Elwer
Family Nurse Practitioner
Marion, OH

Kendra Lee Johnson
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Danielle Marie Jones
Family Nurse Practitioner
Lewis Center, OH

Stephanie Fawn Jordan
Family Nurse Practitioner
Pataskala, OH

Darcy Sherwood Kaplan
Clinical Nurse Leader
Galena, OH

Esther Catherine Keen
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Megan Dorothy Kessler
Clinical Nurse Leader
Clarksburg, OH

Dianna Marie Kinnik-Lee
Family Nurse Practitioner
Worthington, OH

Nicole Michele Laccheo
Nurse Anesthesia
Hilliard, OH

Valarie Rae Langel
Family Nurse Practitioner
Hebron, OH

Sarah Ann Linkhart
Family Nurse Practitioner
Westerville, OH
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Elizabeth Ann Marron
Nurse Anesthesia
Delaware, OH

Nathan Kim Matthews
Nurse Anesthesia
Columbus, OH

Ashley Nichole Maurer
Family Nurse Practitioner
Grove City, OH

Patrick Thomas Mayl
Nurse Anesthesia
New Paris, OH

Kevin V. McClellan
Nurse Anesthesia
Columbus, OH

Angela Nicole Merryman
Nurse Anesthesia
Mount Vernon, OH

Martha Ann Minnich
Family Nurse Practitioner
Hilliard, OH

Timothy M. Mosher
Family Nurse Practitioner
Lima, OH

Melissa Kay O’Harra-Brown
Family Nurse Practitioner
Logan, OH

Kathryn Palermo
Clinical Nurse Leader
Reynoldsburg, OH

Bicetta Partlow
Nurse Anesthesia
Galena, OH

Lisa Dawn Patterson
Family Nurse Practitioner
Lexington, OH

Danielle Marie Phares
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Ranita Aundrette Pickeral
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Courtney Nicole Rengel
Nurse Anesthesia
Westerville, OH

Sheri Ann Roberts
Nurse Anesthesia
Cincinnati, OH

Kristen Elaine Roshon
Family Nurse Practitioner
Sandusky, OH

Jennifer Lea Rossow
Family Nurse Practitioner
Reynoldsburg, OH

Ashley Elizabeth Sandmann
Clinical Nurse Leader
Columbus, OH

Jessica A. Savage
Family Nurse Practitioner
Mount Vernon, OH

Christina Theresa Siemer-Harley
Family Nurse Practitioner
New Lexington, OH

Melissa Beth Siler-Anderson
Nursing Service Administration
London, OH

Jessica Nicole Smallenbarger
Family Nurse Practitioner
Westerville, OH

Ilham A. Smidi
Nurse Anesthesia
Columbus, OH

Grazia Ann Sorice
Family Nurse Practitioner
New Albany, OH

Kelly Nicole Torrence
Nursing Service Administration
Westerville, OH

Margaret Jane Trevino
Nurse Anesthesia
Columbus, OH

Jill Elizabeth Tucker
Family Nurse Practitioner
Dublin, OH

Eleanor Beatrix Vogel
Family Nurse Practitioner
Hilliard, OH

Elizabeth West Walborn
Nurse Anesthesia
Columbus, OH

Scott Weldon
Clinical Nurse Leader
Canal Winchester, OH

Melissa Jo Wells
Nursing Service Administration
Westerville, OH

Jennifer Rebecca Whitlock
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Amanda Elizabeth Wilkins-Butler
Family Nurse Practitioner
Powell, OH

Sabrina Ailene Wong
Nurse Anesthesia
Columbus, OH

Jessica Dawn Yacques
Family Nurse Practitioner
Circleville, OH
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Ashton Marie Dearing
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Gabriel Lee Franklin
Business Administration
Delaware, OH

Jonathan Fry
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Terry A. Hammett
Business Administration
Delaware, OH

Christine Lynn Humphrey
Business Administration
Reynoldsburg, OH

Kelly B. Ican
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Tarek Uwe Jark
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Colleen Rose Leonard
Business Administration
Mason, MI

Catherine Ann Menz
Business Administration
Pataskala, OH

Esmond Mogaka Onsomu
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Katie Marie Petty
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Griffin Douglas Pierce
Business Administration
Hilliard, OH

Jeffrey Paul Rudzinski
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Kathleen Diane Walker
Business Administration
Galena, OH

Elaina Westfall
Business Administration
Gahanna, OH

Ryan Matthew Whitmer
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Master of Business Administration

Master of Science in Allied Health
Brianna Lynn Burke
Health and Wellness
Johnstown, OH

Jonathan Austin Curbow
Health and Wellness
Gahanna, OH

Tina Marie Glade
Allied Healthcare Administration
Dublin, OH

Romie George Graham
Health and Wellness
Westerville, OH

John Edward LaCorte
Health and Wellness
Whitehall, OH

Megan Elizabeth Presson
Health and Wellness
Columbus, OH

Amanda Ashley Sampsel
Post-Professional Athletic Training
Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Patrick Lynn Shick
Health and Wellness
Powell, OH
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Master of Arts in Teaching
Elizabeth Kay Allum
Middle Childhood Education
Lafayette, IN

Jillian Lee Bradley
Middle Childhood Education
Dublin, OH

Andrew James DeVere
Middle Childhood Education
Columbus, OH

David Andrew Edwards
Middle Childhood Education
Columbus, OH

David Bruce Everett
Middle Childhood Education
Worthington, OH

Lydia Barrett Fleming-Wehausen
Middle Childhood Education
Columbus, OH

Meghan Marie McDermott
Middle Childhood Education
Austintown, OH

Valerie Leigh Ann Miller
Middle Childhood Education
Grove City, OH

Ele’shia Tama’ra Owens
Middle Childhood Education
Columbus, OH

Janell Reola Ross
Middle Childhood Education
Westerville, OH

Ayanna Najuma Scott
Middle Childhood Education
Gahanna, OH

Amy K. Soga
Middle Childhood Education
Bexley, OH

Bryan R. Stumpf
Middle Childhood Education
Gahanna, OH

Master of Arts in Education
Nichole Marie Cooper
Curriculum and Instruction
Galloway, OH

Helen McClaugherty Cosner
Reading
Powell, OH

Scott William Davis
Curriculum and Instruction
Worthington, OH

Katherine Marie Donnan
Reading
Bexley, OH

Mary Yoest Evrard
Reading
Galena, OH

Rio Cheri Green
Curriculum and Instruction
Blacklick, OH

Sherri R. Ionno-de la Cruz
Reading
Upper Arlington, OH

David Anthony Merrick
Curriculum and Instruction
Blacklick, OH

Elizabeth T. Ochs
Curriculum and Instruction
Westerville, OH

Emily Arin Robison
Curriculum and Instruction
Newark, OH

Alexandra Ann Trew
Curriculum and Instruction
Groveport, OH

Colleen Suzanne Wurzer
Curriculum and Instruction
Hilliard, OH
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Trustees and Officers

Board of Trustees
Luis M. Alcalde
Larry C. Brown ’80
Deborah E. Currin ’67
David W. Fisher ’75
Mary F. Hall ’64
William Edward Harrell Jr. ’94
Cheryl L. Herbert
Maddie Holmes ’15
John T. Huston ’57
Joseph N. Ignat ’65
K. Christopher Kaiser ’77
Christina M. Kirk
Kathy A. Krendl
Bruce G. Mandeville
Nevalyn Fritsche Nevil ’71
Rebecca C. Princehorn ’78
Peggy M. Ruhlin ’81
James A. Rutherford
Nikki Sherbahn ’15
Kent D. Stuckey ’79
Mark R. Thresher ’78
Alan Waterhouse ’82
Alec Wightman

Living Trustee Emeriti
Thomas R. Bromeley ’51
Michael H. Cochran ’66
William L. Evans ’56
Judith G. Gebhart ’61
Erwin K. Kerr
John E. King ’68
William E. LeMay ’48
John W. Magaw ’57
Thomas C. Morrison ’63
Jane W. Oman H’96
Paul S. Reiner ’68
Wolfgang Schmitt ’66

Officers of the University
Chairman of the Board: Mark R. Thresher ’78
Vice Chairwoman: Peggy M. Ruhlin ’81
Vice Chairman: William Edward Harrell Jr. ’94
Secretary: Alec Wightman
Assistant Secretary: Cheryl L. Herbert
President of the University: Kathy A. Krendl
Vice President for Business Affairs: Rebecca D. Vazquez-Skillings
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Photography

Grad Images is the official photographer for today’s commencement ceremony.  A picture of each graduate will be 
taken at the time he or she crosses the stage and is presented a diploma.  During the mid part of June, Grad Images 
will automatically send a proof and order form to all graduates.  All orders received by July 1 will be delivered by 
Aug. 1.  Late orders will be accepted until Dec. 31.  There is no obligation to purchase pictures or to respond to Grad 
Images correspondence.
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