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Words by Celia Ihrig Grabill/Music by Grant Grabill, Class of 1900

	 In a quiet, peaceful village

		  there is one we love so true.

	 She ever gives a welcome

		  to her friends both old and new

	 She stands serene

		  ’mid tree tops green,

	 She’s our dear Otterbein

	 CHORUS:

	 Old Otterbein our college,

		  we sing of thee today.

	 Our memories round thee linger

		  in a sweet and mystic way.

	 O Otterbein, we love thee,

		  our hearts are only thine,

	 We pledge anew, we will be true,

		  Dear Otterbein.

Otterbein Love Song

The Mace and Flambeau

The President of the University

The Chairman of the Board of Trustees

The Commencement Speaker

The Faculty of the University

The Class of Two Thousand and Twelve

Commencement Procession
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Commencement Program

Commencement Music .......................................................................................................................Jennifer L. Bell
		  Staff Accompanist
 
Processional:  St. Anthony Chorale (Haydn)..................................................................................... Jennifer L. Bell
	                                                  
Welcome ...................................................................................................................................... Kathy A. Krendl
		  President

Invocation .................................................................................................................................. Katie Dudley ’12
		  Master of Business Administration

                                                         
Introduction of Commencement Speaker............................................................................. Barbara Schaffner
		  Interim Dean of The Graduate School and School of Professional Studies

Commencement Address ......................................................................................Bernadette Mazurek Melnyk
		  Associate Vice President for Health Promotion,
		  Chief Wellness Officer,
		  Dean, College of Nursing, The Ohio State University

Recognition.................................................................................................................................... Patricia Keane
		  Interim Chair and Director of Graduate Studies in Nursing

Conferring of Degrees in Course ............................................................................................. Kathy A. Krendl
	 Master of Arts in Education.................................................................................. Wendy Sherman Heckler
	 Master of Arts in Teaching.................................................................................... Wendy Sherman Heckler
	 Master of Business Administration.............................................................................................Don Eskew
	 Master of Science in Nursing..................................................................................................Patricia Keane

Concluding Remarks ...................................................................................................Thomas C. Morrison ’63
		  Chairman, Board of Trustees
		  Kathy A. Krendl

Benediction ............................................................................................................................... Terri Johnson ’12
		  Master of Arts in Education

Otterbein Love Song ............................................................................................... led by Sarah E. Overdier ’12
	 (Grabill ’00)

Recessional: Trumpets and Horns from music for the Royal Fireworks ........................................Jennifer L. Bell
	  (Handel) 

Please join the graduates for a reception immediately following the ceremony on the north plaza of Roush Hall. In the 
event of inclement weather, the reception will be held in the Fisher Gallery in Roush Hall.

 
Please remain seated during the Processional and Recessional.

Thomas C. Morrison ’63
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Kathy A. Krendl
President, Otterbein University

Presiding



4

Bernadette Mazurek Melnyk

Dr. Bernadette Mazurek Melnyk is an internationally recognized expert in evidence-based practice, 
intervention research and child and adolescent mental health. She is the associate vice president for health 
promotion, university chief wellness officer and dean of the College of Nursing at The Ohio State University. 
She also teaches pediatrics and psychiatry at Ohio State’s College of Medicine. She has earned over $11 million 
of sponsored funding from federal agencies as principal investigator and has been published in over 180 
publications. She is co-editor of four books, as well as the journal, Worldviews on Evidence-based Nursing.

Melnyk is an elected fellow of the American Academy of Nursing and the National Academies of Practice 
and recently served on the United States Preventive Services Task Force. She has received numerous national 
and international awards, including the Audrey Hepburn Award from Sigma Theta Tau International, 
the Jessie Scott Award from the American Nurses Association for the improvement of healthcare quality 
through the integration of research, education and practice, and the NIH/National Institute of Nursing 
Research’s inaugural director’s lectureship award. She has been recognized as an Edge Runner by the 
American Academy of Nursing for founding and directing the National Association of Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioners’ KySS child and adolescent mental health program and the COPE Program for parents of 
preterm infants. She was recently inducted into Sigma Theta Tau International’s Research Hall of Fame.

Melnyk earned her bachelor’s degree in nursing from West Virginia University, her master’s degree in 
nursing care of children and pediatric nurse practitioner from the University of Pittsburgh and her doctorate 
degree in clinical research from the University of Rochester, where she also completed her post-master’s 
certificate as a psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner.

Commencement Speaker
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Academic Costume

A commission appointed in 1959 by the American Council on Education prescribes a code for academic 
costume that dictates two components of dress: caps and gowns. 

The first component, dealing with caps, allows the mortarboard or Oxford type cap. Occasionally, the 
Cambridge model, a soft cap resembling a beret, is worn. Either type is correct as long as it is black 
and of an appropriate material, except that velvet is reserved for doctors.

The tassel worn with the cap has three variations. First, it may be black for any degree. Second, it 
may be in the color of the major field of learning in which the degree was granted. Third, a tassel of 
gold metallic may be worn by doctors and governing officials of institutions. Some schools make a 
ceremony of switching the tassel from the right to the left at the moment the degree is awarded as a 
substitute for individual hooding of candidates.

The second main element of academic costume concerns the gown which should be all black, aside from 
variations in materials and fullness. The bachelor’s gown falls in straight lines from a fairly elaborate 
yoke. Its distinguishing characteristic is the long, pointed sleeves. A master’s gown is distinguished by 
arc-shaped panels on the long or short sleeves. The doctor’s gown is an elaborate costume marked by 
velvet panels down the front and around the neck as well as by three bars of the same material on the 
bell-shaped sleeves. It is cut much fuller than the other gowns and, unlike them, may be ornamented 
in color. Both the paneling and the sleeve bars may show the area in which the degree was awarded.
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Graduates

Master of Arts in Education

Cheryl Ann Allaire
Curriculum and Instruction
Columbus, OH

Andrea Arner
Reading
Westerville, OH

Sandra Jane Benton
Reading
Dublin, OH

Shaun M. Boening
Curriculum and Instruction
Columbus, OH

Mollie Bowen
Reading
Columbus, OH

Elizabeth Byers-Spurlock
Reading
Westerville, OH

Fang Chen
Curriculum and Instruction
Westerville, OH

Anita Roze Clay
Reading
Galloway, OH

Hilarie Anne Cockrell
Curriculum and Instruction
Columbus, OH

Mary Ann Davis
Reading
Sunbury, OH

Patricia Edwards
Curriculum and Instruction
Powell, OH

Hillary Anne Harper
Curriculum and Instruction
Westerville, OH

Daphne E. Irby
Curriculum and Instruction
Westerville, OH

Theresa Marie Johnson
Curriculum and Instruction
Westerville, OH

Denise Lynn Leach
Reading
Westerville, OH

John Mathias Lintz
Curriculum and Instruction
Delaware, OH

Kelly McAllister
Curriculum and Instruction
Columbus, OH

Jason M. Muhlenkamp
Curriculum and Instruction
New Albany, OH

Shannon Elyse Prince
Curriculum and Instruction
Gahanna, OH

Tyree Antoinette Rivers
Curriculum and Instruction
Columbus, OH

Kathleen Anne Schroeder
Reading
Westerville, OH

Valerie T. Sharritts
Curriculum and Instruction
Columbus, OH

Jamie Sohovich
Reading
Westerville, OH

Rebekah Nelson Springer
Curriculum and Instruction
Blacklick, OH

Silvia Taub Wolfson
Curriculum and Instruction
Columbus, OH
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Master of Arts in Teaching

Master of Business Administration

Ellen Catherine Augspurger
Middle Childhood Education
Westerville, OH

Kathleen Jane Bernthisel
Middle Childhood Education
Hilliard, OH

Phillip Charles Carney
Middle Childhood Education
Westerville, OH

Koti Epperson
Middle Childhood Education
Gahanna, OH

Theshin Malinda Angulugaha
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Bryant Bartholemew Baker
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Kari Kathryn Briggs
Business Administration
Centerburg , OH

Cara Leigh Carson
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Michael A. Crofton
Business Administration
Cincinnati, OH

Katie Elizabeth Dudley
Business Administration
Blacklick, OH

Tristan Haas
Business Administration
Worthington, OH

John Wesley Henson
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Kanako Hirao
Business Administration
Dublin, OH 

Kayla Doreen Kaiser
Business Administration
Edon, OH

Beata Kushner
Business Administration
Gahanna, OH

Matthew Allen Lesher
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Timothy A. Mager
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Richard Thomas McVay
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Michael Yuri Medvedkov
Business Administration
Marengo, OH

Matthew T. Miller
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Elizabeth Anne Minder
Business Administration
Tallahassee, FL

Grace H. Minor
Business Administration
Fredericktown, OH

Andrew Irving Fries
Middle Childhood Education
Norwalk, OH

Julie Ann Hernandez
Middle Childhood Education
Columbus, OH

Jennifer Amber Mimier
Middle Childhood Education
Columbus, OH

Michael B. Mundey
Middle Childhood Education
Westerville, OH

Farris A. Sheikh
Middle Childhood Education
Columbus, OH

Kristin Ann Waldbusser
Middle Childhood Education
Delaware, OH

William Anthony Wismer
Middle Childhood Education
Columbus, OH
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Joshua M. Murray
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Andrew Patrick Newman
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Kristen Paige Richardson
Business Administration
Oxford, OH

Joseph A. Sauer
Business Administration
Westerville, OH

Brian Zbigniew Stawarz
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Denise M. Watson
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Nicholas Edward Zoellner
Business Administration
Columbus, OH

Master of Science in Nursing

Ashlee Nicole Armstrong
Family Nurse Practitioner
Marion, OH

Erin Jo Arroyo
Clinical Nurse Leader
Westerville, OH

Tisha L. Babcock
Clinical Nurse Leader
New Concord, OH

Mary E. Bellew
Nurse Anesthesia
Nashport, OH

Lauren Alyssa Boardman
Clinical Nurse Leader
Gahanna, OH

Mary Beth Bottorf
Clinical Nurse Leader
Westerville, OH

Annie Lee Bowen
Nursing Service Administration
Pataskala, OH

Julie Bradley
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

David Patrick Buechner
Family Nurse Practitioner
Westerville, OH

Jason Dale Carrier
Nurse Anesthesia
Mount Vernon, OH

Rosanne Marie Champlin
Family Nurse Practitioner
Granville, OH

Brian Wayne Church
Nurse Anesthesia
Columbus, OH

Kelly A. Clark
Nurse Anesthesia
Lewis Center, OH

Sean Lee Denton
Clinical Nurse Leader
Nashport, OH

Marcy Ann Eckhart
Nurse Anesthesia
Columbus, OH

Christine Hale Emmel
Family Nurse Practitioner
Sunbury, OH

Jenifer M. Eubanks
Family Nurse Practitioner
Coshocton, OH

Aimee Jeanne Fahey
Nursing Service Administration
Westerville, OH

Wilma Faye Fuson
Clinical Nurse Leader
Bucyrus, OH

Elizabeth Anne Galbreath
Family Nurse Practitioner
Westerville, OH

Kathleen Grannan
Clinical Nurse Leader
Columbus, OH

Darlene Michelle Hartley
Clinical Nurse Leader
Crooksville, OH

Emily Sue Herold
Clinical Nurse Leader
Crestline, OH

Karen Lea Hill
Family Nurse Practitioner
Circleville, OH

Kay K. Huber
Clinical Nurse Leader
Dayton, OH

Roxanne Lea Humphrey
Clinical Nurse Leader
Marengo, OH

Katherine Sue Jurden
Family Nurse Practitioner
Newark, OH
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Kari Lynn Justice
Clinical Nurse Leader
Westerville, OH 

Tanya Maria Kempton
Clinical Nurse Leader
Westerville, OH

Ondine Ngwashi Konteh
Family Nurse Practitioner
Dublin, OH

Sandy Faye Kovacs
Family Nurse Practitioner
Fulton, OH

Judean M. LeRoy
Family Nurse Practitioner
Zanesville, OH

Julie Ann LeVan
Family Nurse Practitioner
Columbus, OH

Terri Lynn Long
Nursing Service Administration
Carroll, OH

Katherine Jan Love
Family Nurse Practitioner
Circleville, OH

Michael David Lucas
Nurse Anesthesia
Canal Winchester, OH

Suzanne Marie McClaskey
Nursing Service Administration
Lancaster, OH

Heather Lyn McNees
Family Nurse Practitioner
Grove City, OH

Brian D. Mesarchik
Nurse Anesthesia
Westerville, OH

Lucille A. Milliken
Family Nurse Practitioner
Fresno, OH

Reeshma Syed Mohammed
Family Nurse Practitioner
Worthington, OH

Martha Ann Morland
Clinical Nurse Leader
Zanesville, OH

Tonya Lee Nafzger
Nursing Service Administration
Rockbridge, OH

Massa Maibe Nnadi
Clinical Nurse Leader
Columbus, OH

Misty Marie Penrod
Family Nurse Practitioner
Kettering, OH

Erin Elizabeth Piontkowski
Family Nurse Practitioner
Delaware, OH

Dusty Marie Price
Clinical Nurse Leader
Hilliard, OH

Jaclynn P. Rapp
Family Nurse Practitioner
Waverly, OH

Brenda Joy Reese
Family Nurse Practitioner
Galloway, OH

Kimberly Dawn Richardson
Family Nurse Practitioner
Galloway, OH

Roberta Jo Ridolfo
Family Nurse Practitioner
Hilliard, OH

Lorie J. Roever
Family Nurse Practitioner
Wilmington, OH

Nancy Margaret Sanders
Nursing Service Administration
Worthington, OH

Erin Eileen Smith
Family Nurse Practitioner
Pataskala, OH

Dawn Kristine Spanhel
Family Nurse Practitioner
Westerville, OH

Carey Susi
Family Nurse Practitioner
Grove City, OH

Danielle Kay Swisher
Clinical Nurse Leader
Lancaster, OH

Sheri Lee Tharp
Family Nurse Practitioner
Howard, OH

Lorna Valdez-Straw
Clinical Nurse Leader
Columbus, OH

Kendall Michele Whiteamire
Clinical Nurse Leader
Marion, OH

Kathy Ann Williams
Nurse Anesthesia
Alexandria, OH

Shari Rae Wilson
Family Nurse Practitioner
Sunbury, OH
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Board of Trustees
Luis M. Alcade
Larry C. Brown ’80
Deborah E. Currin ’67
Mary F. Hall ’64
Taylor J. Harle ’13
William E. Harrell Jr. ’94
Cheryl L. Herbert
John T. Huston ’57
Joseph N. Ignat ’65
Chelsea R. Jenney ’13
K. Christopher Kaiser ’77
John E. King ’68
Kathy A. Krendl
John W. Magaw ’57
Bruce Mandeville
Thomas C. Morrison ’63
Rebecca C. Princehorn ’78
Peggy M. Ruhlin ’81
Barbara Schaffner
Kent D. Stuckey ’79
Mark R. Thresher ’78
Annie Baumann Upper ’86
Alan Waterhouse ’82
Alec Wightman

Trustees and Officers

Board of Trustees Emeriti
Thomas R. Bromeley ’51
Michael H. Cochran ’66
William L. Evans ’56
Judith G. Gebhart ’61
Erwin K. Kerr
William E. LeMay ’48
Jane W. Oman H’96
Paul S. Reiner ’68
Wolfgang Schmitt ’66

Officers of the University
Chairman of the Board: Thomas C. Morrison
Vice Chairman: Mark R. Thresher
Vice Chairman: John T. Huston
Secretary: Peggy M. Ruhlin
Assistant Secretary: William E. Harrell Jr. 
President of the University: Kathy A. Krendl
VP for Business Affairs: Rebecca D. Vazquez-Skilllings
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Photography

 Grad Images is the official photographer for today’s commencement ceremony.  A picture of each 
graduate will be taken at the time he or she crosses the stage and is presented a diploma.  During the 
mid part of June, Grad Images will automatically send a proof and order form to all graduates.  All 
orders received by July 1 will be delivered by August 1.  Late orders will be accepted until December 
31.  There is no obligation to purchase pictures or to respond to Grad Images correspondence.
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